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TzrInNITY SUNDAY. 


Matt. Xxxvili. 18, 29. 


HIS being Trinity Sunday, appointed at 

this time for adoring and giving thanks 
to the bleſſed Trinity for the great work of our 
redemption, the memory of which we have now 
celebrated in all its myſteries ; let us accord- 


ingly, with hearts raijed 10 God, adore and 
give thanks, 


YI EFORE thee, O facred Trinity, Father, 
O Son, and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons 


and one God, we bow down, and with all 
VoL. XV. A 
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the powers of our ſoul, adore thy power, 
thy mercy, and thy goodnelſs; for that thou 
art not only infinitely adorable in thyſelf, 
but likewiſe haſt maniteſted and multiplied 
thy mercies to us in ſuch a wonderful man- 
Ner, that we cannot have a ſenſe of our own 
being, but we muſt confeſs our obligations 
of giving thee praiſe and adoration for ever. 

To thee; therefore, be praiſe, O eternal Fa- 
ther, for that, when we were nothing, by thy 
infinite power thou madeſt us to thy Own 
image, and prepared us tor the everlaſting 
poſſeſſion of thyſelf. 

To thee be praiſe, O increated Son, for 
that, when we were loſt by ſin, thou re- 
deemdeſt us by thy blood, and openedſt the 
gates of happineſs, which had been ſhut 
againſt us. 

'To thee be praiſe, O Holy Ghoſt, who, 


when we were born the children of wrath, 


haſt juſtified us by thy grace and goodneſs, 
and conſecrated us holy temples to our 
God. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt ; 
As it was in the beginning, both now 
is, and ever ſhall be, world without end. | 
Amen. 
That we may give this glory in the fulleſt 
manuer we can, let us join our voices, and 
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and with our bearts raiſed to c, adore? in the 


hymn. of the church. 


We praile thee, O God; we acknowledge 
thee to be our Lord. 

All the earth worlhips thee, the Father 
everlaſting, _ 

To thee all the angels cry aloud, the 
heavens, and all the heavenly powers. 

To thee cherubins and ſeraphins conti- 
nually do-cry : 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sa- 
baoth. 


Heaven and earth are full of the majeſty 
of thy glory. 

The glorious choir of the apoſtle: praiſe 
thee. 

The admirable company of the prophets 
praiſe thee. 

The noble army of martyrs praiſe thee. 


The holy church throughout the world 
acknowledges thee. 


The Father of infinite majeſty. 
Thy adorable, true, and only Son, 
Alſo the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. © 
Thou, O Chriſt, art the King of Glory. 
Thou art the everlaſting Son of the Fa- 
cher; 

When thou tookeſt upon thee to deliver 
man, thou didit not diſdain the virgin's 
womb. 


SY 
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Having overcome the ſting of death, thou 
didit open. the kingdom of heaven to all be- | 
levers. 

Thou fitteſt at the right hand of God, in 
the glory of the Father. 

We believe thou ſhalt come to be our 
judge. 

We beſeech thee, therefore, to help thy 
ſervants, whom thou haſt redeemed with thy 
precious blood : 

Make them to be numbered with thy ſaints 
in glory everlaſting. 

Save thy people, O Lord, and bleſs thy 
inheritance. 

Govern them, and raiſe them up for 
ever. 

Every day we magnify thee, 

And we praiſe thy name for ever and 
ever. 

Vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep us this day 
without ſin. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy 
on us. 

Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon wy as 
we do put our truſt in thee. 

In thee, O Lord, have I truſted, let me 

not be confounded for ever. 

Having thus given glory to the facred Tri. 
nity, let us call in all creatures in hea- 
ven and earth. to foin in giving praiſes to 
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our gal, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and ; 
this in the Canticle of the T, = Children. . 

All you works of our Lord, bleſs aur 
Lord ; praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

Angels of our Lord, bleſs our Lord; O 
you heavens, bleſs our Lond, 

All you waters above the firmament, bleſs 
our Lord: All you powers of our Lord, 
bleſs our Lord. 

Sun and moon, bleſs our A x You 
ſtars of heaven, bleſs our Lord. 

All you ſhowers and dew, bleſs our 
Lord; all you winds of God, bleſs our 
Lord. 

Fire and heat, bleſs our Lord; praiſe and 
magnify him for ever. 

Winter and ſummer, bleſs our Lord; 
praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

Dews and froſts, bleſs our Lord; praiſe 
and magnify him for ever. 

Froſt and cold, bleſs our Lord; praiſe and 
magnify him for ever. 

Ice and ſnow, bleſs our Lord; - praiſe and 
magnity him for ever. 

Nights and days, bleſs our Lord; praiſe 
and magnity him for ever. 

Light and darkneſs, bleſs our Lord; praiſe 
and magnify him for ever. 

Lightning and clouds, bleſs our Lord ; 
praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

„ 
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Let the earth . bleſs our Lord; may it 
praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

Mountains and hills, bleſs the Lord; 
praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

All you green things upon the earth, 
bleſs our Lord; praiſe and magnity him for 
ever. 

All you fountains, bleſs our Lord; praiſe 
and magnify him ior ever. 

Seas and rivers, bleſs our Lord; praiſe 
and magnify him for ever. 

Whales, and all that move in the waters, 
bleſs our Lord ; praiſe and magnify him tor 
ever. 

All you fowls of the air, bleſs our Lord; 
praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

All you beaſts and cattle, bleſs our Lord; 
praiſe and magnity him for ever. 

Children of men, bleſs our Lord ; praiſe 
and magnify him for ever. 

Let /ſrael bleſs our Lord, praiſe and mag- 
nify him for ever. 

You prielts of our Lord, bleſs our Lord ; 
praife and magnify him for ever. 

You ſervants of our Lord, bleſs our Lord; 
praiſe and magnity him for ever. 

You. ſpirits and ſouls of the juſt, bleſs our 
Lord; praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

Vou holy and humble of heart, bleſs our 
Lord; praiſe and magnify him for ever. 
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Ananias,, Azgrias, and Me, bleſs our 
Lord; praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

Let us bleſs the Father and the Son, with. 
the holy Ghoſt; let us praiſe and magnity 
him for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou, O Lord; and worthy 
of praiſe, and glory, and exaltation for 
ever. 

Thus, O God, acknowledging that all 
praiſe is due to thee, we call in all crea- 
tures to bleſs thy name, and now joining 
with the whole creation, we, together with 
them, bow down, and in union with the 
bleſſed in heaven, adore in their facred 
hymn; Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 'of 
Sabaoth ; ſalvation to our God, who fits 
upon the throne; benediction, and glory, 
and thanſsiving, honour, and power, and 
ſtrength to our God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Accept this homage, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, from our hands, in teſtimony that 
thou art our God; that we confeſs thee 
to be our ſovereign Lord, and ſupreme 
Governor of the univerſe; that our being 
is from thy power, and the continuation of 
it from thy goodneſs; that we poſſeſs no- 
thing but what, is thy gift, and can hope 
for no good, AR cher temporal or eternal, 
but A muſt be the elect of thy pure 

"Iv 7”: 
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mercy to us; that we depend entirely upon 
oy beck as to all the affairs of life, by 
whoſe /all-feeing Providence and Wiſdom 
both we and all are governed; that thou 
art the fountain of every good gift; that we 
have no redemption but through thee; and 
can have no pardon of fin, no grace or 
' mercy, and no ſalvation but through thee 
alone, 

And therefore, in acknowledgment of 
this our ſincere faith, we humble our- 
| ſelves, we confeſs thee to be our God; we 
confeſs that we are bound to love thee: to 
' ſerve, ſeek, and honour thee as our God, 
and that thy honour ought not to be given 
to any other. | 
Thus, O God, we profeſs from our 
hearts, and we moſt humbly beg thy grace, 
that in our lives we may never depart from 
what we here profeſs; but that by a con- 
ſtant fidelity and zeal in all that belongs 
to thy commandments and ſervice, we 
may acknowledge both the power thou 
haſt over us, the bleflings we have received, 
and the entire dependence we HAVE on thy 
holy will. 
| 4 this manner, O God, may we every 
day give proof both to thee and to our own 
conſcience, how much we fear thee, how 
much we love thee, and how much we de- 
fire to come to the poſſeſſion of thee. 


* 


4 
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But * 0 bleſſed Lord, we moſt bum- 
bly beſeech thee, to continue thy goodneſs 
to us. Take us into thy particular pro- 
tection, and defend us from all evil, but 
eſpecially from the evil of fin. Secure us 
againſt all ſnares both of the devil and the 
world, and let no temptation prevail againſt 
us. Give us, every day, thy holy grace, ac- 
cording to our neceſlities. 

Be thou a light to us, and guide us in 
all our ways. Open our eyes, that we may 
ſee all our iniquities, and mercifully 
us ſtrength to overcome them. To Tos 
we offer ourſelves, and all that belongs 

to us, deſiring to live according to thy 
precepts, and to become a ſacrifice to thy 
glory. Accept, O God, the offering we 
make, and may thy holy grace ſo enlighten. 
and ſtrengthen us in every duty, that walk- 
ing now according to faith, we may come 
at length to the poſſeſſion of what we be- 
lieve. 


ho 


ſk O0 


w 


Let us pray. 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, who 

haſt granted thy ſervants, in the 
confeſſion of a true faith, to acknowledge 
the glory of: the eternal Trinity, and in 
the. OG of Majeſty to adore nity ; ve 
Av 
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beſeech thee, by the firmneſs of the "fame 
faith, we may be ſecured from all ad- 
verſities, though our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
thy Son. Toe Rk 
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Jobn vi. 55, 59. >” 
HIS being a feſtival ordained to be kept 


in memory and thankſgiving for that 
great myſtery of mercy which Chriſt left at 
his laſt ſupper; when conſecrating the bread 
and wine, he gave us his body and blood under 
theſe outward elements, for the remembrance 0 

his paſſion, for the comfort of his church,” and 
the food of our ſouls ; let us accordingly, this 
day, adore the goodneſs of our Redeemer, praiſe 


and give him thanks, and make our petitions ta 
him, | 


Let us pray. 


9 E acknowledge, O God, the great- 
neſs of the myſtery which we ce- 
lebrate this day, and we humbly beg thy 
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grace, that a due ſenſe of thy goodneſs 
may prepare us for a due homage of HA 
and thankſgiving. - | 

O bleſſed Redeemer, before thee we bow 
down, and confeſs thy infinite goodnels, 
who, in compaſhon to man, didit prepare 
him a banquet, and, in a wonderful man- 
ner, give thyſelf to him for the food ane 
nouriſhment of his ſoul. 

1his was an effect of unſpeakable mercy, 
thus to humble thyſelf — fc the poor ele- 
ments of bread and wine. By thy death 
on the croſs, thou didſt redeem us, and 


gain us a new life; and to preſerve this life, 
which was thus purchaſed, thou thyſelf art 


become our food; thy fleſh is meat indeed, 
and thy blood is drink. And this is the 
banquet to which thou calleſt us, that as 
thou- haſt been our Redeemer, ſo thou 
mighteſt be our life too. | 

O merciful Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Savi- 
our of mankind! who can ſufficiently ad- 


mire and prvie this thy goodnels to us un- 
happy ſinners! 


We are certainly miſerable, and being in 
the ſtate of blindneſs and fin, were ſo ſar 
from deſerving thy favour, that nothing 
was our due, but to be eaſt out as repro- 
bates from before thy face, and to be cbn- 
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demned with the fallen angels to the juſt 


puniſhment of our iniquity. 1 0 

Thus were we unhappily, through ſin, 
become the enemies of God; but while the 
ſeverity of puniſhment, while judgment and 
hell was our due, what do we find from 
Jeſus, but the greateſt of mercies ? He deals 
not with us as enemies, but as friends; he 
undertakes to reſcue us from our unhappy 
ſtate; he himſelf becomes man, and tak- 
ing upon him the puniſhment due to 
our ſins, offers himſelf a bloody ſacrifice on 
the crols, gives his life for our redemp- 
don. 

O O merciful Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Saviour 
of mankind! Who can ſufficiently admire 
and praiſe this thy goodneſs to us unhappy 

ſinners! 
Io renew the memory of this his mere 
to us, in dying on the croſs, and to oblige 
us to perpetual gratitude, he leaves us his 
body and blood under the forms of bread 
and wine; and calls upon all the faithful 
to come to the table he had prepared, and 
partake of this heavenly food. 

O merciful Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Savi- 
our of mankind! Who can ſufficiently ad- 
mire and praiſe this thy goodneſs to us un- 
happy ſinners! 


1 
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He invites all to this banquet, there to 
renew life; that whereas we have nothing 
but corruption within us, and in all our in- 
elinations are prone to evil; we might, by 
this heavenly food, have new life commu- 
nicated to us, and have Jefus himſelf to live 
within us, ſo as no more to live accordin 
to nature, which is corrupt, but according 
to Jeſus, who 1s in all things holy. EP 
O merciful Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Savi- 
our of mankind! Who can ſufficiently ad- 


mire and praiſe this thy goodneſs to us, un- 
happy ſinners ? | 


He invites all to this banquet, to ſhew 
his infinite love to man, and the . great de- 
fire he has of our ſalvation; while in this 
holy Sacrament he ſo cloſely unites himſelf 
to us, enters into our breaſt, becomes our 
guelt, offers to abide with us for ever, and 
thus raiſes us to become the habitation of 
God. | | 

O merciful Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Savi- 
our of mankind! Who can ſufficiently ad- 
mire and praiſe this thy goodneſs to us, un- 
happy ſinners ? . 

He invites all to this banquet, there to 
receive new ſtrength; that, whereas we 
have a long journey to go, attended with 
diſficulties and dangers, too great for us to 
overcome in our ſtate of weakneſs, we 


” 
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may from this divine food be nouriſhed, 
ſtrengthened, and encouraged, and finiſh 
that journey we have undertaken, and hap- 
pily arrive at the mountain of God. 

O merciful. Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Savi- 
our of mankind! Who can ſufficiently ad- 
mire and praiſe this thy goodneſs to us un- 
bappy ſinners? | 

He invites all to this banquet, there to be 
healed of all their infirmities, and to find 
comfort under all the troubles of this life : 
That whereas we labour under many diſ- 
tempers, ſuch as have no remedy from hu- 
wan help, and meet with many diſcourage- 
ments, that have no relief in the comforts 
of this life; we might in this heavenly myſ- 
tery find both a phyſician and comforter, 
capable of giving both health and joy, 
amidſt all the unhappineſs to which we are 
ſubject. 

O merciful Jeſus, O Redeemer, O Savi- 
our of mankind ! Who can ſufficiently ad- 
mire and praiſe this thy goodneſs to us un- 

happy ſinners? To us! who have nothing 
good of ourſelves; who are corrupt, blind, 
and ungrateful; who have ſenſe to admire 
the world, and ourſelves; but are dull and 
ſenſeleſs amidſt the wonders of thy good- 
neſs; who with eagerneſs run aſter that 


which deitroys, and can ſcarce be perſuaded. 
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even to look towards that which ſaves and 
gives life: Who love trifles, corruption, and 
poiſon ; but are ſcarce touched with the 
propoſal of eternal goods; who, notwith- 
ſtanding all thy expedients of mercy and in- 
finite arguments of thy love towards us, are- 
{till pleaſed with fin, are careleſs of thy ſer- 
vice, and live on in thy diſpleaſure; without 
concern! | | 

O jeſus! what could move thee to do fo 
much for us miſerable, wretched, and per- 
verſe ſinners? We have nothing but evil in 
in our nature, and thou caſteſt thy eyes to- 
wards; thy bowels of compaſſion are moved 
upon us; thou employeſt thy infinite wiſ- 
dom and Almighty power, in contriving 
means for our help; thou openeſt the im- 
menſe treaſures of thy goodneſs ; and be- 
cauſe we, through ſin, were incapable of co- 
ming to thee, thou, who art God, infinite in 
glory, and adored by the angels, humbleſt 
thyſelf to come to us, and refuſeſt no ſort of 
indignity that could be ſerviceable in reſcu- 
ing us from our unhappineſs, and preparing 
us to be united in glory with thee. 

O Jeſus, nothing but thy own mercy 
could move thee to be thus ſolicitous for 
our good, and to contrive, at thy own 
charge, ſo many helps for our ſalvation. It 
is a mercy, which we ought at all times to 
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admire and praiſe, and for which we e onght 
every day moſt humbly to adore and give 
thee thanks. 

O Jeſus, grant I may have this true ſpirit 
of admiration, praiſe, adoration, and thankſ- 
giving, and that while I am under the con- 
tinual enjoyment of thy bleſſings, I may not 
forget the Giver; but be ever ſolicitous to 
uſe them to thy glory, and to make a life of 
fidelity and holineſs my daily e 

In particular I aſk of thee, this day, O 
blefled Redeemer, that I may have a true 
ſenſe of thy goodnels, in the ſacred ordi- 
nance, we, at this time, commemorate. 
Grant I may apprehend ſomething of thy 
tender and fatherly bowels, in the proviſion 
thou haſt made for us, thy undeſerving and. 
rebellious children; and not only appre- 
hend it, but likewiſe be careful ſo to comply, 
on my part, with thy holy inſtitution, as to 


receive the benefit thy goodneſs has defign- 


ed for us. 

Hear me, therefore, O merciful Saviour, 
(for to the bowels of thy moſt tender mer- 
cies I appeal) and grant, that after thou haſt 
been thus bountiful to. us, 1 may never be 
ſo ungrateful, as to neglect what thou haſt 
done, and be fo falſe to my own intereſt, as 
to keep at a diſtance, through my own care- 
leſſneſs, from partaking * thoſe myſteries, 


Corpus-Chrifti, 2 
to which thy love has ſo preſlingly called us 


for our own good, 

Give me grace to approach with hunger, 

deſire, and love, to the table thou haſt pre- 
pared, and open my breaſt to receive that 
divine food; that food, which is no other 
than thyſelf, dear Jeſus: And may I fo re- 
ceive it, that thou, my Redeemer and my 
God, mayeſt live in me, and I in thee. 
O Jeſus! What a life is mine! So corrupt 
and ſinful ; fo vain and inconſiſtent ; ſo per- 
verſe and blind; inclined to all that is hurts 
ful and fooliſh; abounding in all that is 
evil, and not only barren, but alſo averſe to 
good! It is ſuch a life as I cannot approve; 
it gives me a diſlike, and, I mult confeſs, 
my ſoul ſighs, and is uneaſy under it. 

Bleſſed, therefore, be thou, O Jeſus, who, 
to remedy this my unhappinels, offereſt thy- 
ſelf to become my life, and even to live in 
me; that ſo thou, my Redeemer, abiding 
in me, and being the life of my life, I may 
not live by my own ſpirit, but by thine. 

O Jeſus, this is a wonderful, an adorable 
expedient of thy love; but then, O merci- 
ful Saviour, extend this thy love fo far to 
me, a ſinner, that I may, all my life, partake 
of this heavenly bread, in ſuch a manner, as 
that thou, my Jeſus, mayeſt have the poſſeſ- 
ſion of my ſoul; that thou mayeſt com- 


me ; that all my corruption being made 
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mand, rule, and govern in my heart, even 
as thou doeſt in heaven, where all obey 
thee faithfully, cheerfully, and even ſo, that 
they have no other will but thine. 

O my Redeemer, it is this I want; that 
my heart and ſoul, with all my deſires, paſ- 
ſions, and inclinations, may become wholly 
ſubject to thee. For what am I, but a poor, 
unhappy creature, ever wavering and un- 
certain, ſubje& to endleſs deluſions ? And 
art not thou my God? And who then 
ſhould govern in me? 

This is thy right, O God; Iconfeſs it; I 
am obliged to own it; and therefore I am 
in confuſion within myſelf, to think how 
very little of my life has been ſubje& to 
thee ; but that, inſtead of this happy ſubjec- 
tion, 1 have hearkened to corruption, to a 
corrupt nature, to a corrupt world, and 
have let a thouſand idle paſſions have the 


command of my heart. 


Pardon me, O God, all this my paſt re- 
bellion and folly, and now, for what re- 
mains of my life, give me grace to ſeek new 
ſtrength and life from thy ſacred table, 
where thou, O Jeſus, offereſt thylelf to enter 
2nd take poſſeſſion of my ſoul. | 

Grant this, O Jeſus, and grant it ſo, that 
I may find a happy change wrought within 


« C7 IVY 


NR ms —— VV — — 


+ 


<= 


mt His ff @ 1 


Corpus-Chrifti. | 19 


ſubject, thy Holy Spirit may have the com- 
mand of my outward and inward man, and 
of all that belongs to me. That by this 
new principle of life, I may diſcover thy 
Holy Spirit, O Jeſus, in all I do; thy Spirit 
of Divine love, thy Spirit of ſubmiſſion to 
thy Father's will, thy Spirit of humility, thy 
Spirit of meekneſs, thy Spirit of patience, thy 
Spirit of prayer, thy Spirit of obedience, 
and of the croſe. wel BY 

This, O Jeſus, I aſk of thee, and I aſk it 
by that excels of love thou ſhewedſt to man 
in this Divine myſtery ; for ſince their per- 
dition is fo much to be feared, who ap- 
proach to thy table unworthily ; what com- 
fort can I have, except I find thoſe comfort- 
able proots of thy abiding in me, that TI live 
by thy Spirit, that I live fo by it, as to hope 
to live eternally ? Grant me this mercy, O 
God, that as thou art glorified in the works 
of thy goodneſs, ſo 1 may be benefited by 
them. | | | 

Let us pray. 

God, who in this wonderful Sacrament, - 
haſt left us a perpetual memorial of 


thy paſſion: Grant us, we beſeech thee, ſo to 
reverence the ſacred myſteries of thy body 
and blood, that in our fouls we may be al- 
ways ſenſible of the fruit of thy redemption : 


Who with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
liveſt. | 


Ox VERY Day WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
| or CorPus-CHRISTI. 


HIS day being a part of this great ſolem- 

nity, let us raiſe our thoughts and devo- 

tion, as the inſtitution of the bleſſed Euchariſt, 
which we now commemorate, demands of us. 


Let us pray. 


EFORE thee, O bleſſed Redeemer, we 
| bow down, and renew our thanks this 
day, for thy unſpeakable mercy to us un- 
worthy ſinners, in preparing us a banquet 
of thy own moſt precious body and blood, 
for our comfort in this our pilgrimage, and 
for giving new life to our ſouls. | 
Infinite is thy goodneſs, infinite is thy 
mercy, O Jeſus, to us ſinners, who ſeeing 
us miſerable, didſt not deſpiſe us in our mi- 
ſery, nor leave us to periſh in our own 
corruption; but even then, didſt prepare us 
the greateſt of all bleſſings, even to give us 
thyſelf, to abide with us for ever, to be the 
cure of our infirmities, to help us amidſt all 
our weakneſs, to ſupport us in our troubles, 
to ſecure us in time of danger, to be the 
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ſeed of all virtues, to enflame us with DI. 
vine love, to draw us towards God, and to 
lay in us the foundation of eternity. 

Bleſſed be thou, O Jeſus, 1 in this thy good- 
neſs; bleſſed be thou in this thy mercy. 
Bleſſed be thou in the heavens; bleſſed be 
thou on earth; bleſſed be thou in all faith. 
ful ſouls, whom thou haſt raiſed from dark- 
neſs and death, and, by this Divine food, 
prepareſt for the life of the bleſſed. 

But then, O moſt loving Redeemer, as 
thou haſt wonderfully provided for us in 
this holy myſtery, and given us a ſenſe of 
thy goodneſs; ſo we beſeech thee to temper 
our fouls, that we may hunger all our lives, 
after this bread of life, and partake of it in 
ſuch a manner, as to receive the benefit of 
this thy holy inſtitution. 

This, O Jeſus, we know, muſt be. thy 
gift; for how little can we, poor helpleſs 
ſinners, do, in order to prepare our ſouls? 
Hear us, therefore, we beſeech thee, calling 
upon thee, and now mercitully pour forth 
thy grace upon us, that we may ever re- 
member the wonders of thy goodnels, and 
ſo partake of this bread of life, as to ue 
for ever. | 

Moſt ſweet Jeſus, whem Zaccheus receive 
ed into his houſe with joy, and whom the 
centurion, awed by a ſacred reverence, was 
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| afraid to invite under his roof; have mercy 
on me, and grant, that whenever I receive 
thee into my breaſt, it may be with the af. 
fection of both ctheſe thy ſervants, that 3 is, 
both of love and of fear. 

Jeſus moſt humble, who didſt often con- 
verſe with publicans and finners, and eat 
with them, ſaying, That thoſe, who were 
well, had no need of a phyſician, but only 
ſych, as were ſick; have mercy on me; 
vouchſafe to viſit me alſo, for I am a ſinner; 
come and be my phyſician, heal my ſoul, O 
Lord, for it is ſick even unto death. 

Jeſus, Sovereign Lord of all, who, to 
ſhew the power and richneſs of thy good- 
neſs, haſt prepared a great banquet, and 
graciouſly invited all to partake of it ; have 
mercy on me, and vouchſafe, that with hun- 
ger and joy, I may come a guelt to thy ta- 
ble; but then grant, O Lord, it may ever 
be with a wedding-garment, that I may be 
well pleaſing in thy ſight, and not be caſt 
out as unworthy. 

Moſt loving Jeſus, who with earneſtneſs 
didſt deſire to eat this paſſover with thy diſ- 
ciples, before thy paſſion; have mercy on 
me, and grant, that as the hart pants after 
the water - brooks, ſo my ſoul may pant after 
thee, the living God, in this holy myſtery. 
Jeſus moſt pure, who before the ordaining 
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this Sacrament, didſt firſt, on thy knees, 


waſh thy diſciples feet, as an argument of 


that purity, thou expecteſt from all ſuch as 
approach to thy table; have mercy on me; 
waſh me yet more from my iniquity, and 
cleanſe me from my fin : Not only my feet 
O Lord, but my hands and my head, that 
all my works, my affections, and intention 
may be pure and holy, when I come to par- 
take of this holy Sacrament. edt, 

Jeſus moſt true, who delivering thyſelf 
for the food of our ſouls, didſt ſay, This is 
my body, which ſhall be given for you: 
This is my blood, which ſhall be ſhed for 
you; have mercy on me, and grant that I 
may never doubt in faith, nor queſtion the 
truth of thy words; becauſe thou art the 
eternal truth; thou haſt created all things, 
and haſt a power to change the things thou 
haſt made; for nothing is impoſſible with 
thee; and if I believe not thy power and 
thy truth, how art thou a God to me? 

Jeſus moſt charitable, who being to de- 
part out of this world, didſt leave us a 
ſtanding memorial of thy infinite love, 
and in this Sacrament didſt make us an 
abridgement of thy wonders, commandin 
us to do this in remembrance of thee; have 
mercy on me, and grant I may be ever 
mindful of thy infinite goodneſs, wiſdom, 
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and power, and ever reflect, how great is 
my obligation of making a return to thee, 
and living according to what E have receiv- 
ed. Grant, O God, I may never forget 
thy mercies. 

Jeſus moſt meek, who didft not exclude 
Judas, either from the number of thy dif. 
ciples, or at the laſt ſupper, from being a 

ueſt at thy table; have mercy on me, and 
grant, that I, though unworthy of thy mer- 
cies, and a faithleſs ſervant, may never be 
ſo unhappy, as, with Judas, to become guil- 
ty of thy body and blood. 

Jeſus moſt grateful, who, having finiſh- 
ed this myſtery with thy difciples, didſt 

ive thanks to thy eternal Father, and a 
b mn. being ſaid, go forth into the garden 
of prayer; have mercy on me, and grant I 
may never depart from this wonderful ban- 

uet ungrateful, but by a ſerious conſidera- 
tion of thy goodneſs, labour to increaſe in 
thy love. | 

Jeſus the prieſt for ever, and good ſhep- 
herd, who didſt offer thyſelf a ſacrifice upon 
the altar of the croſs, and give thy life for 
thy ſheep, and ſtill doeſt feed them with thy 
own moſt precious body and blood; have 
mercy on me, and becauſe I have wandered, 
like a ſheep gone aſtray, vouchſafe to ſeek 


thy ſervant, carry me back on thy ſhoulders 
to 
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to the fold, and ſo feed me in thy paſture, 
that being eſtabliſhed by thy grace, [ may 
never more depart froni thee. 

Jefus, moſt merciful, who didſt join thy- 
ſelf as a traveller, to the two diſciples going 
to Emmaus, and in the breaking of bread, 
didſt open their eyes to know thee have 
mercy. on me, and prant, that as [ believe 
thee truly preſent under the confecrated ele- 
ments, ſo I may at length. come to ſee thee 
face to face; and in the mean time, that as 
thou feedeſt me here on the way with the 
heavenly bread, fo my heart may be burn- 
ing within me, and inflamed with a ſtrong 
delire of coming to the more perfect poſſel- 
ſion of thee. 

Hear me, O merciful Jeſus, in theſe my 
petitions, and let it be thy bleſſing to me, 
that as thou haſt ſhewed thy love to us ſin- 
ners, in this holy in{litution, and how much 
thou deſireſt our ſalvation; fo I may be ſoli- 
citous to contemplate the greatnels of what 


thou haſt done, and by a holy uſe of it, re- 
$ celve the benefit, to thy glory, O God, and 


to my own everlaſting comtort. 


Let us pray. 
God, who, in this wonderful Sacra. 
ment, haſt left us a, perpetual memo- 


rial of thy paſſion; grant us, we beleech 
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thee, ſo to reverence the ſacred myſteries of 
thy body and blood, that in our fouls we 

may de always ſenſible of the fruit of thy 
redemption: Who, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, liveſt, &c. 


Sr 


SUNDAY WITHIN THe OcTave or Con- 
PUS-CHRISTI. 


LuKE' xiv. 16, 24. 


EARING in ibis day's Goſpel of one i 
that made a great ſupper, and having 
invited many gueſts, they all made their excu- 
ſes, and refuſed to come; upon which, be being 
angry, ſent into the ſtreets and highways, to 
up his table with poor, blind, and lame; 
and declared, that none of thoſe who had neg- 
lected bis invitation, ſhould taſte his ſupper. 
Hence let us direct our prayers, as the preſent 
_ and ſubjeft requires. 


Let us pray. 


W acknowledge thy goodneſs to us, 
O Jeſus, in teaching us by para- 


bles, and under theſe ſhadows giving light 
to our fouls: Grant us, we beſeech thee, 2 
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docile heart, and help us in receiving the 
inſtruction thou haſt here deſigned for us. 
One inſtruction we ſee very plain, That it 
is a dangerous thing to neglect thy calls, 
and to deſpiſe the mercies*which thou of- 
fereſt us. We ſee, that ſuch as are guilty 
of this negleQ, provoke thy diſpleaſure, and 
have this terrible puniſhmeat, of being ex- 
cluded from thy mercy, and never more 
having the like offer made them. | 
This frightful truth thou haſt ſufficiently 
intimated to us, by declaring, under a figure, 
chat none of thoſe, who being invited, refu- 
ſed to come to thy table, ſhould evermore 
W taſte thy ſupper. For what is this, but to 
point out to us thy judgments; to let us 
know how to value thy favours, and to 


N. Joblige us to a ſtrict correſpondence with 

ne; thy grace, fince to deſpiſe thy mercy, is no- 

neg- thing leſs than to ſhut up thy mercy from 
Jus? 

2 O God! If this be the method of thy 


uſtice, who can wonder at the vaſt numbers 
Jof thoſe unhappy ones, who run on obſti- 
Inate, blind, and unthinking, under the ma- 
Inifold guilt of error and vice? Theſe have 
had their calls; they have had mercy invi- 
ting them to return to their duty; but de- 
piling the opportunities offered, what are 
they now left to, but to follow their own 
B ij 
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ways, to go on ſtupid and unconcerned, as 
if all were well, when they are under the 
ſevereſt of judgments ? 

And what am 1, upon this fame account, 
to fear for myſelf? For have not I often ſhut 
my heart againſt thy holy inſpirations, and 
been deaf to thy calls? How many offered 
mercies have I neglected? And how cuſto- 
mary has it been with me to find excuſes, 
for omitting my duty, and thus loſe the op- 
portunities thou hail given me, for finding 
favour in thy ſight ! 

Thus, O God, when I look back upon 
myſelf, I have reaſon to apprehend my caſe 
to be the ſame with theirs in the parable, 
vho being invited, found excuſes for not 
accepting the mercy. And am I then, with 
them, to be caſt, like Cain, from before thy 
face; no more to be called, no more to be 


attempted by thy goodnels ? 


Thus does the preſent parable ſeem to in- 
form me. But, O God, the hiſtory of thy 
tender mercies ſtill gives me comfort. For 
how often do l find there, that thou haſt re- 
pealed thy ſentence pronounced againſt ſin— 
ners, and upon their humbling themſelves 
in a ſincere repentance, haſt received them 
a ain into thy favour, who ſeemed to have 
been marked out for nothing but the rigour 


ol thy judgments: 5 


Octave of Corpus-Chriti. 29 


Many of theſe inſtances I have from thy 

own ſacred word: Wherefore, O God, 
confiding in this encouragement thou haſt 
given me, I will here build my hopes. I 
will return to thee with the ſighs of an hum- 
ble and contrite heart,, I will lay all my 
wickedneſs before thee, and with the tears 
of repentance, importune thee to meicy. I 
will, every day, confeſs againſt myſelf, and 
acknowledge all my neglects, all my ingra- 
titude, and the many offers of thy goodneſs, 
which I have fo often deſpiſed, and thus re- 
newing my forrow and my petitions all my 
life, I will hope for the return of thy fa- 
vours, and like other penitents, to find mer- 
cy with thee. 
But then, O God, be now propitious to 
thy ſervant, and give me that induſtrious 
and watchful grace, as no more to relapſe 
into my former neglects ; but to have ever 
my eyes and heart open to all thy calls, and 
with eagerneſs to lay hold of all the oppor- 
tunities thou art pleaſed to give me, in or- 
der to my eternal good. 

Hence, O molt gracious Lord, ſince thy 
goodneſs has prepared a banquet of ever- 
laſting happinels in heaven, and invited me, 
though moſt unworthy of ſuch favours, to 
be a guelt at thy table. Since thou haſt 
provided another table for me, in this ſlate 
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of my pilgrimage, and called me there to 
eat of the lamb, even of the lamb without 
ſpot, and to be nouriſhed with heavenly 
food, there to receive comfort and ſtrength, 
for finiſhing my journey, and walking on to 
the mountain of God : Since thou haſt thus 
bountifully prepared this double banquet 
for me; ſince thou haſt invited me, and of- 
ten ſent thy ſummons, to let me know all 
things were ready; I now beg thy grace, 
that, whatever my paſt negle&s have been, 
I may never more fall under the like guilt, 
nor ſuffer any concerns of this world, to 
hinder me from obeying thy call; in making 
the beſt preparation J am able, for being thy 
ueſt. To | "oh 
. I confeſs, O God, my life is expoſed to 
variety of diſtractions; there are very many 
things, which diſcompoſe my heart, and take 
it off from the conſideration of thy mercies ; 
and fo unhappily weak am I, that I am too 
apt to give ear to them, even with the ha- 
zard of neglecting all that thou haſt ordain- 
ed for my ſalvation. 

How much is my danger, O God, in 
this kind, from the curioſities and plea- 
ſing entertainments of this life? How 
much from worldly buſineſs, how much 
from family concerns? Many other dangers 
I have from my corrupt and ſinful nature, 
which is ever cntangling me in ſnares, and 
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drawing me into ways which are not thine, 
O God, but the ways of ſin. „ 

Now, as to theſe, O moſt gracious Lord, 
J appeal to thy infinite mercy for my help. 
For, as to my unhappy nature, I ſee there is 
no good from it; it is blind and weak, chuſes 
the things that are hurtful to me, and runs 
into what muſt be my deſtrudtion. In me 
therefore there is no ſalvation; but for this, 
I lift up my eyes to thee, O God, and cry 
out, All my hope and help is from thee, 
my God, help me, therefore, or elſe I per- 
iſh, 5 
Help me, O Lord, and in the firſt place, 
I beſeech thee to moderate in me all inclina- 
tion to idleneſs, divertiſements, curioſity, 
and to the common entertainments of the 
world; let not my ſoul be bent upon any 
of theſe with too much eagerneſs, ſo as to 
place my comfort in them, or to let them 
take from me the reliſh of what is eternal, 
or rob me of that time in which I ought to 
prepare for thoſe banquets to which thou 
haſt called me. 

Help me again, I beſeech thee, in mode. 
rating my concern for worldly buſineſs. 
Suffer not this to ariſe to that excels, as to 
poſſeſs my ſpirit, to take up all my time, 
and hinder me from thinking of the one 
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thing neceſſary, which is the ſalvation of 
my loul, 

Help me again, O my Lord, as to all im- 
preſſions from domeſtic affairs: Let no af. 
fection in me or ſolicitude become immode- 
rate. Suffer not my heart to be enſlaved b 
any paſſion. Defend me from all ſinful 
compliance, and let nothing of that, which 


is my duty, by ill maanagement, become a 


ſnare to me. 

In theſe particulars, I moſt earneſtly K 
ſeech thee, O God, to be my helper. For 
I plainly comprehend the doQrine thou | 
haſt here delivered; that there can be no- 
thing more dangerous, than for a heart to 
be wholly taken up with worldly concerns. 

For what if ſuch concerns are, in them- 
ſelves, innocent, and without reproof ? 
What if they are, of themſelves, commend- 


able? Yet it I ama fo much bent upon theſe, 


that through my eagerneſs in attending to 


them, my heart is taken from thee, my 


God, and I Have no time nor thoughts left 
to conſider upon the greater concern of my 
falvation ; is not this unhappineſs and crime 
enough? 

I muſt confeſs it, O God, it is too crimi- 


nal a ſtate for me to enjoy any true peace 


of conſcience under it. For I know, I come 
not into this world, for the buſineſs or en- 
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joyment of this world; but by à chriſtian 
ule of its goods and wat" to ſerve thee, my 
Lord, and purchaſe that eternal crown thou 
haſt ſet before me. 
I know how much thou haſt done for me, 
in order to this; how many helps thou haſt 
provided me, and how infinite has been thy 
mercies towards me; in communicating to 
me the light of thy Goſpel, white fo many 
millions are buried in darkneſs ; in awaken- 
ing my ſoul, and by many invitations cal- 
ling me to my ſalvation, and even giving 
thy only Son to be my teacher, my light, 
my guide, my food, and my ſacrifice, in or- 
der to make my approaches to thee, 
O God, theſe are infinite mercies, eſpeci- 
ally to me, ſo miſerable and wretched a ſin- 
ner as Il am. And what then muſt my crime 
be, if after this I give my heart to the 
world, and let its little concerns, its 1mper- 
tinencies, or follies, conſume my thoughts, 
my ſpirit, and my ſoul? 
O God !. What is this! It is certainly ſet- 
ting this world before thee; it is giving 
earth the preference; and is not to be mea- 
lured by the innocence of thoſe things which 
take up my thoughts; but from thy infinite 
love, from thy infinite mercies towards me, 
which for ſuch things I neglect and dsſpiſe. 
O my God! Here 1 fee the crime to be 
B * 
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above all meaſure; and whatever be the in- 
nocence pretended, in favour of my paſlions 
or weaknels, I ſee plainly, nothing can be 
innocent which takes my heart from thee, 
and from carrying on the work of my fal- 
vation, for which I'was created. 

Be merciful therefore to me, I beſeech 
thee, O merciful Father, and take from me 
all immoderate concerns both for the buſi- 
neſs and paſting ſatisfactions of this life. 
Make me faithful and diligent in whatever 
obligations belong to my ſlate; but, O 
God, let it be fo with me, throygh thy 
grace, that my heart and thoughts may ever 
be at liberty, and have all that freedom 
which is neceſlary for attending to all the 
duties of ſalvation. . 

In particular, O God, I aſk of thee, that 
nothing of this world may take from m 
heart, the deſire of approaching to thy ta- 
ble; that amidſt all the diſtractions of life, 
I may ſtill retain ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy 
mercies, and my own wants, as to thirſt at- 
ter thee. and be ſolicitous to ſeek thy help, 
where thou haſt prepared it for me, and in- 
vited me to ſeek it. Ihus, O God, may! 
ever go on, faithful in all duties, having my 
heart open to the calls of thy. mercy, and 
never letting the things of this world be an 
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excuſe. for. omitting what thou requireſt of 
me. | 


I deſire, O God, to be a gueſt at thy 


heavenly banquet. | 1155 
Never let my negle& draw from thy 


mouth the ſentence of my excluſion. 


Let us pray. 


NFUSE into our hearts, O Lord, a con- 

[tant fear and love of thy holy name; 
for we have this aſſurance, they ſhall never 
tail of thy conduct, who are well founded 
in a love of thee. Through our Lord, Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son. 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


Luke xv. 1, 10. 


N this Goſpel, Chrift declares, under two 
parables, how great is his mercy towards 
repenting ſinners, and invites them to have con- 
Fidence in him. Let us therefore acknowledge, 
this day, this mercy of our Redeemer, and me/t 


humbly beg we may never loſe this confidence 
in him. 


Let us pray. 


LESSED be thy holy name, O Jeſus, 
who haſt thus publiſhed thy mercies 
with thy own ſacred mouth. This thou 
; didſt, at firſt in-parables, to the Scribes and 
| © © Phariſees, who taking offence at thy con- 
| _ verſing with ſinners, ſhewed plainly they 
did not underſtand the counſels of thy good- 

nels, nor the ways of thy love to man. 
Hence, in the loſt ſteep, thou openedſt 
to them the myſteries of thy mercy, and 
ſneweſt hensgeat is thy deſire for the return 
of all ſinners Fand bringing them again into 
the way of ſalvaton. Ihus thou didſt with 
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unbelievers, by parables preparing them to 
underſtand the great work of our redemp- 
tion. | | 
But to us, O jJeſue, thou haſt made 
known thy mercies another way, a way be- 
yond all that can be expreſſed in figures, 
This thou haſt done, by giving thy life for 
ſinners, and by the effuſion of thy ſacred 
blood, making their peace with Gd. 
In this, O Jeſus, thou haſt plainly ſhewn 
how great is thy mercy, and that all, what- 
ever has been deſcribed in figures, is not 
only fulfilled, but even out-done by thee. 


For what can be a more evident proof of 


thy goodneſs, and of thy deſire of our fal- 
vation, than to ſhed thy blood, and give 
thy life for our ſakes? | 
Nothing more can be done than. this. 
Wherefore we confeſs, O Jeſus, that we, 
unhappy we, were the loſt ſheep, who had 
gone aſtray by our diſobedience and fin ; we 
were truly loſt, who were loſt to thee our 
God, and in thee were loſt to all that was 


good. We had departed from thy fatherly 


protection, and being under the puniſhment 
ot {in, we had corruption to carry us ſtill on 
to a greater diſtance; but were deſtitute of 
all means which could even give us a poſh- 
bility of returning to thee. 


Thus was all mankind as a loſt ſheep 
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yu aſtray, having nothing but miſery be- 


re it, and no other comfort, but after a 
ſucceſſion of many evils, to foreſee everlaſt- 
ing evils to be the ſad concluſion of all other 
misfortunes. 

And what didſt thou, O Jeſus, while we 
were thus miſerable ? 'Thy compaſſion was 
moved upon us: And undertaking the part 
of the good ſhepherd, thou didit leave the 
angels, who, as the ninety-nine were fafe, 
and didſt come to ſeek us, who, like one 
ſheep, were all loſt. 

And what method didſt thou take, to pur- 
ſue this defign of thy mercy ? Such as was 
chargeable enough to thyſelf, but beneficial 
to us. Thy firſt ſtep was to become man, 
and not only to take upon thee the infirmi- 
ties of our nature; but likewiſe to ſubject 
thyſelf to all the humiliations and indigni. 
ties our nature is capable of, from the vio- 
lence of blindneſs, cruelty, and malice. This 
was thy manner, O divine Shepherd, of 
ſeeking the loſt ſneep; omitting nothing, ei- 
ther of word or example; either of power, 
as thou waſt God; or of humility, as man, 
that could poſſibly contribute to the finding 
us, who were loſt. 

Having found us, thy next care was to 
bring us back to the fold: And this thou 
didſt on thy own ſhoulders; for we were 
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truly brought on thy ſhoulders, whilſt thou 
ſubmittedſt thy back to the weight of the 
croſs, and by being nailed to it, didſt pur- 
chaſe our redemption, bearing the weight of 
our crimes, healing us by thy wounds, and 
by thy ſacred blood reſtoring us to the arms 
of the Divine Mercy, from which we had 
departed by our fins. | - 

In this manner, O moſt divine Shepherd 
of our fouls, didſt thou ſeek us when we 
were loſt; thus didſt thou find us, and thus 
bring us again to the fold. And what ſin- 
ner, after this, can pretend to deſpair, or 
doubt of thy mercy ! 

My Lord and my God, Jeſus my Re- 
deemer and Saviour of mankind, I confeſs 
thy mercies to be infinite; and that as the 
works of thy power are moſt evident in the 
creation, ſo the work of thy mercy is as 
conſpicuous in our redemption. All of it 
breathes forth mercy ; every part of it calls 
upon ſinners, bids them lift up their heads 
and ſee how gracious and bountiful our 
Lord is, how much he defires their ſalva- 
tion, and how welcome their repentance will 
be, if being converted from their evil ways, 
they return again to their duty. 

This, O Jeſus, thou, haſt ſufficiently de- 
clared to the whole world, in all thou haſt 
done and ſuffered. For what is thy whole 
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life and death, but ſo much demonſtration 
of thy mercy ! ? 

For why didſt thou become man? It was 
for the fake of ſinners: It was to recover 
them from their unhappy ſtate, and con- 
vince them how much thou didſt defire their 
lalvation. R. We confeſs it, O Jeſus, we 
confeſs it ; we have in this the evidence of thy 
mercy towards ſinners, and how great is thy 
defire of their ſalvation. 

Why didſt thou voluntarily anderiaks a 
life of ſo much poverty, labour, and ſuffer- 
ing? It was for the ſake of ſinners; it was 
to recover them from their unhappy ſtate, 
* and* convince them how much thou _ 
deſire their ſalvation. R. We confe ſs it, 0 
Jeſus, we confeſs it; we have in this the evi- 
dence of thy mercy towards finners, and how 
great is thy defire of their ſalvation. 

Why didit thou expoſe thyſelf to the 
hatred and perſecution of men, and ſuffer 
all that was humbling, contemptible, and 
afflicting amongſt them? It was for the ſake 
of ſinners; it was to recover them from 
their unhappy ſtate, and convince them how 
much thou didſt deſire their ſalvation. R. 
We confeſs it, O Feſus, we confeſs it; wwe have 
in this the evidence of thy mercy rowards An. 


ners, and how great | is thy deſire of their al- 
vation. 
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Why waſt thou treated as a malefactor, 
ſet behind murderers, made a companion 
with thieves! Why buffetted and ſcourged, 
made the ſcorn of men? And why, after 
all, was thy facred blood ſpilt, by the hands 
of public executioners? It was all for the 
ſake of ſinners, to recover them from their 
unhappy ſtate, and convince them how much 
thou didſt deſire their ſalvation. R. We 
confeſs it, O Jeſus, we confeſs it; we have in 
this the evidence of thy mercy towards fanners, 
and how great is thy defire of their ſalva- 
lian? , 

And what ſinner now can diſpute within 
himſelf, and make delays in returning to 
thee? O Jeſus! how can this be diſputed, 
when thou haſt done ſo much to invite ſinners, 
ſo much to encourage, ſo much to help them ? 
When there 1s no. caſting an eye upon any 
part of thy facred life or death, but there ſtill 
appears a demonſtration of thy mercy ; with 
an aſſurance, that their repentance will not 
only be accepted, but is the very thing 
ſought by thee, what above all things thou 
defireſt, and will certainly be the joy of 
heaven. | | 

O bleſſed Redeemer, for my part, I con- 
tels thy mercy, and I can never be per- 
ſuaded thou wouldeſt have ſuffered ſo much 
for ſinners, if thou didſt not defire them to 


42 Third Sunday 


return. For who is there amongſt us, that 
labours for any thing, and does not after- 
wards deſire to ſee the fruit of his labours ? 

Thou haſt ſaid, and done, and ſuffered 
enough, to take away all diſpute of this 
kind; and therefore I will kere proclaim 
thy mercy, O Jeſus, to be adorable, to be 
infinite, to be above all thy works. Not 
ſuch mercy as can give confidence to ſinners 
to-go on 1n their evil ways, or make delays 
in their repentance; but ſuch as gives com- 
fort, courage, and afſurance to all, who, 
ſenſible of their unhappineſs, deſire ſincere- 
ly to return to thee. 

This mercy I firmly believe, and to doubt 
of it, is to doubt of all thou haſt done for 
us: It 1s, at leaſt, fuch a doubt as mult be 
highly provoking to thee, after thou haſt 

ven ſuch proofs of thy mercy, and even 
laid down thy life in compaſſion to finners. 

Wherefore, O moſt bleſſed Redeemer, [ 
here reſolve never to forget thy mercies. 
And whatever my fins have been, yet if [ 
can but diſcover in my own heart the ligns 
of a true converſion, I will ſtill hope in 
thee; I will come to thee, as to.a molt ten- 
der and loving Father, whoſe bowels of com- 
paſſion are ever moved upon thy prodigal 
children, and whoſe arms are always open 
to recelve them, when they return. 
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And if dejecting fears are at ſuch time a 
diſcouragement to me; if the enemy, taking 
advantage of my fears, preſſes me to deſpair; 
I will then turn to thee, my Redeemer, and 
cry out, | 

How can I deſpair, who have God himſelf 
inviting me to mercy ? 

How can IJ deſpair, who have the blood 
of my Redeemer pleading for me? | 

If my fins are great, yet infinitely greater 
is the mercy of my God. w 43; | 

How can I forget his mercies, or think 
meanly of them, who has done ſo much for 
my ſalvation ? | 

I know I am a ſinner, I cannot deny it; 


and I ſee mgm, of my own growth where- 


on to build my hope. . 

But I know too thou art my God, and 
thou canſt not deſpiſe the ſighs of an hum- 
ble and contrite heart. | 

It is thou, O God, haſt called me out of 
my ſins, thou haſt commanded me to come 
do thee; and I have a firm aſſurance thou 
= wilt not caſt me off, now I come. 
In thee, therefore, O God, and in thy 
infinite mercy, I put my truſt, and will 
not fear what the devil can do againſt me. 
This, O bleſſed Redeemer, is my reſolu- 
tion, and the preſent diſpoſition of my ſoul; 
I moſt humbly beſeech thee to preſerve it in 
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me both living and dying, and grant that 
no deluſion of the enemy may ever deſtroy 
or even leſſen it in me. 185 
Let my heart, O Lord, be truly converted 
from ſin; 
And I will never loſe my comfort in thy 
mercy. | 


Let us pray. 


God, the protector of thoſe that truſt 
() in thee, without whom nothing 1s 
good, nothing is holy; increaſe thy mer- 
cles towards us, that, under thy direction 
and conduct, we may ſo paſs through this 
temporal life, as not to loſe that which is 
8 through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 

on. | 


45 
D ber DUE IE IL URI 


FouRTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
Luke v. 1, 11. 


HIS day's Goſpel is a relation of Chriſt's 

going into Peter's ſhip, and ordering 
him to put off a little from the ſhore, that ſo he 
might have the better opportunity of teaching 
the multitude, which jtood upon the land. 
Hence let us pray, that all who ſucceed in 
St Peter's ſhip, and undertake to teach, would 
obſerve the ſame method. 


Let us pray. 


zj M p mm 


Bleſſed Redeemer, who haſt appointed 
paſtors in thy church to govern and 
feed the flock; mercifully take them into 
thy particular protection, and pour forth 
upon them thy Holy Spirit, that being com- 
miſſioned by thee, they may likewiſe be 
directed by thee, and according to the dif- 
hculty of their manifold charge, may partake 
of thy divine aſſiſtance. | 

Let thy life and example, O Jeſus, be to 
them a rule; and to prepare for teaching 
the lock, may they learn from what thou 
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haſt done. Make them ſenſible how neceſ. 
fary it is for them not to be too familiar 


with the world; and that if they expect it 


ſhall learn from their inſtruction, there is 
a neceſſity of their living at ſome diſtance 
from it. | 

For this end, we beſeech thee, O Lord, 
as thou haſt choſen them out of the world, 


ſo thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to take from 


them the ſpirit of the world, and, above all 
things, to remove them at a diſtance from 
all thoſe ways, which being not agreeable to 
the Goſpel, it is their buſineſs to reprove 
and reform. 

Hence, O Lord, ſince all the methods of 
an idle life, ſince the love of eaſe and appe- 
tite; ſince vanity, intemperance, and all 
exceſs; ſince covetouſneſs, profane and un- 

rofitable converſation, miſ-ipending of time, 
and all manner of diſſenſion; ſince all that 
is diſedifying is cenſured in thy Goſpel, as 
not being according to thy Spirit; grant to 
theſe thy vicegerents, who are to teach thy 
Goſpel, that they may not join with the 
world in any of theſe ways, but be ever 
watchful to remove from them ; that ſo their 
own example may never be brought to make 


void their doctrine; nor thy holy law, O 


Jeſus, be undermined by thoſe whoſe obli- 
gation it is to teach and maintain it. 
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Hear us, O bleſſed Lord, and ſhew mercy 
to this holy order, that by the direction of 
thy Spirit, they may live in ſuch a manner, 
that their exemplary piety may give autho- 
rity to their inſtructions; and that living ſe- 
parate from the world, they may be more 
capable of cenſuring its diſorders. 

And fince thou, O Jeſus, didſt give order 
to Peter, not only to put off ſomewhat from 
the ſhore, but even to launch forth into the 
deep when he was to caſt his net for a 
draught, and by the great number of fiſh, 
to learn how he was to become a fiſher of 
men. Hence, O Lord, may thy paſtors ob- 
ſerve by what means they are to expect ſuc- 
ceſs of their labours in the good of ſouls. 

By this paſſage may they be convinced, 
that the fruit of their endeavours depends 
not on human induſtry only, but on thy 
bleſſing; and that, without this, their la- 
bour mult be like Peter's fiſhing in the night, 
when he took nothing : Hence, O God, we 
beſeech thee, make them ſolicitous in ſeek- 
ing thy bleſſing, and may they live in ſuch a 
manner, as to hope that thy bleſſing may 
even attend them 1n all they do. | 

May they here obſerve, that thy bene- 
diction attends thy own orders; and there- 
fore be careful in every thing, to examine 

how far they have thy orders tor what they 
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do, and there; only to. depend 
dence.on thy bleſſing, Me rel 9885 * 
beſeech thee, to 7 00 y their, hearts 5 ot all 
worldly motives, and let no conſideration of 
party, power, or intereſt prevail with them; 
but in all things may they, proceed with fin: 
gleneſs of heart, with their eye always turned 
to thy holy will, and never join in any 
thing, but where the evidence of thy, will 
is their encouragement, and gives them 
hopes of thy bleſſing. | 
May they here . that for the great- 

er ſucceſs of their labours, they jou; not 
only ſeparate a little from the world, but | 
likewiſe go forth into the deep, go in the 
ways of ſtill greater perfections; ſuch ways 
as the world cannot *comprehend, ſuch as 
fleſh and blood cannot reach, and are only 
known to the ſoul that truly loves God, 
which ſtudies to renounce itſelf, and defifes 
nothing more, than to be ſet at liberty from 
all corruption, and come to the poſſeſſion ol. 
its only good. 

Give all thy paſtors, O God, a true ſenſe 
of this way, and by this may they prepare 
their ſouls for ſuch ſtrength of grace as may 
fit them for being truly fiſhers of men in 
gaining fouls to virtue and truth, in gfving 
light to ſuch as are in darkneſs, and reſcuing 
thoſe who are in the ſnares of death. 
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; Great, O God, and almoſt infinite is the 
work which paſtors have upon their hands. 
f bit them, we beſeech thee, for what they 
i have undertaken, that they may truly la- 
f bour in their difficult charge; and give 
| them thy grace and benediction, that they 
may not labour in vain. Behold, O God, 
U how much the glory of thy name, and the 
good of thy church, depend upon good 


_— 


paſtors. Hear us, therefore, we beſeech 
W thee, and both for thy own fake and ours, 
give to thy paſtors the true ſpirit of paſtors, 
= that with St Peter they may be truly fiſhers 


„of men. | | | 
7 8. Peter having here declared to Chriſt, that 
4 they had laboured all night, and taten nothing ; 


but that in his word they would, however, let 
go their nets again; and this being attended 
Wl 201th wonderful ſucceſs: Let us hence pray, 

that we may do nothing but in the name of 
oC ri/t, and be afraid of attempting any thing, 
vbile under the darkneſs of ſin. 


Let us pray. 


E confeſs here, O God, our entire 
a dependence on thee, and that all 
chings muſt here ſucceed with us, accord- 
Ving to the diſpoſition of thy holy will; be- 
Wcaule thou, O God, art ſovereign Lord of 
Vol. XV. C | 


3 a. ee x. 
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the univerſe; all creatures are in thy hands, 
and nothing can move, but according to the 
power and liberty which tliou art n to 
give them. 

Hence again, we confely it to by the firſt 
rule of chriltian wiſdom, in all things that 
are before us, ſtill to make our application 
to thee as to all we propoſe, debate, deter- 
mine, or undertake; and not to take one 
ſtep, but only as we can reaſonably preſume 
of being in conjunction with thy holy will. 

Ibis, O God, is due to thee, becaule 
wou art the firſt mover; and this being thy 
cflential right, nothing ought to begin, but 
in thee. It is likewiſe neceſſary for us, be- 
cauſe of that great darkneſs in which ve 
are; and having nothing in our own power, 
we can build no hopes, but as far as we can 
bope for thy favour and bleſſing to go along 
with us. 

Upon this conſideration, we cannot but 
here acknowledge our great fault, while we 
look back on our paſt life, and humbly beg 
thy pardon for the ill method we have but 
too often taken ; x 

In propoſing and debatng many things 
within ourſelves, without aſking thy light 
to direct us. or conſulting thy holy will. 

Jn weighing temporal conſiderations only, 
and being carried on by human - motives, 


/ 
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; Without looking towards thy good JAY 


or determining our reſolutions. 

In undertaking many things inconfderate 
y and raſhly ; in letting paſſion and hu- 
our direct us; in being influenced by flat- 
ery and feat; in following our finful incli- 
ations, and taking corruption and the world 
or our guides, 

O God! how numberleſs are the times 
ve have left thee out in our conſultations, 
vithout any regard to thy honour or will; 
aving no other thought to move us, but 
Wreſent convenience, ſeli-love, or the world! 
ad how great, O Jeſus, has been our fin 
n this, whilſt we knew it our obligation to 
eek God in all things, to do his will in all 
Whings, and to take care that he ſhould be 
Wonoured in all we do! And how little, 
ov very little have we thought of this 
Wuty: 

W Pardon us, O God; pardon us, we be- 
we eech thee, all this our paſt neglect, in have 
ber ig lived fo many years careleſs in ſo great 
duty. Pardon us our injuſtice, in not 
aving ſought thy glory. Pardon our ido- 
atry, in having forkaken thee, our God, 
Ind not only ſerved this world, but even 
Wade a great part of our lives a ſacrifice to 
in ſeeking to pleaſe it above all things. 

Look upon us, O God, with Mercy, as 
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to all theſe our neglects and fins, and now 
vouchſafe to grant us a more chriſtian ſpirit; 
ſuch a ſpirit, as may ever keep before our 
eyes our continual dependence on thee; 
ſuch a ſpirit, as may make us ſolicitous to do 
thy will in all things, and therefore ever 
fearful of undertaking any thing without 
thee. F ie 
Hence, we beſeech thee, O moſt gracious 
Lord, that from this moment it may be 
our conſtant practice in all things, what- 
ever are propoſed to us, ſtill to make our 
application to thee, to confult thy holy 
will, to implore thy light and direction, 
to conſider what is moſt for thy glory, and 
never to come to any reſolution, till we 
find ourſelves determined by that which 
ſeems moſt anſwerable to the enquiry we 
have made. 
In this manner, O bleſſed Lord, may 
we ſeek thy bleſſing upon what we do, by 
doing all in thy name. For though we ſee 
very often the wicked ſucceed in their de. 
ſigns, and even to prevail againſt the juſt; 
yet, O God, we deſire not the proſperity 
of fin, nor at any time to advance any far. 
ther than may be conſiſtent with thy glory. 
We envy not the ſucceſs of the ſinner, for 
we know ſuch ſucceſs is not a bleſſing, but 
very often the effect of the ſevereſt judg ;: 


ments. 
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It is a judgment which hardens him in 
his evil, and confirms bim ſtill more in his 
blindneſs; it is that which {trengthens his 
party, and inſtead of turning to repentance, 
makes him glory in his fin, and engages 
him ſtill farther in it. From ſuch ſucceſs, 
therefore, of injuſtice, O Lord, deliver us. 
We defire no other proſperity, but that 
which is the effect of thy: mercy; ſuch as 
thou haſt promiſed to thoſe that faithfully 
ſerve thee, and do thy holy will. 

In this method may we be ſolicitous to 
ſeek thy favour, and ever go on with com- 
fort and hope under thy protection; con- 


1d fiding, that thy Fatherly Providence will 
ve be watchful over us; and though not order- 
ch ing things according to our will, yet fo, 


that whatever we do may be to the glory 
of thy name, and our own everlaſting good. 
For we do not pretend to preſcribe to thy 
infinite wiſdom. It is our duty to propoſe 


ſee What appears to us juſt and good, and to 
le. deſire thy. bleſſing on our endeavours. 
ſt; Bat it is thy will that is to be done in us; 
ity and therefore we now bow down, and ay 
ar- bangs _ will be done. 


Fifth Sunday 


Let us pray. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, O Lord, that 
me world, as to us, may be peaceably 
directed by thy conduct; and that thy 
church may have the comfort of a Peace- 


able devotion, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thy Son. | 


Fir r H SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


Matt, v. 20, 24. 


N this day*s Gofpel, Chriſt poſutively declare 
to his followers, that except their juſtice 
roof HP) that of the Scribes and Phariſees, they 
fall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Hence let us beg grace, this day, to perform 
this condition of ſalvation, and that in all 
righteouſneſs we may be ſolicitous to out- 0 the 
Scribes and Phariſees. 


Let us pray. 


O thee, O bleſſed Redeemer, we make 

our addreſs this day, imploring thy 
grace, that as thou haſt given us this in- 
ſtruction, in order to our ſalvation ; ſo we 
may be ſolicitous to conſider what thou halt 
taught, and zealous in performing what 
thou haſt commanded. 
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And ſince thou haſt expreſsly manifeſted 
this truth to us, That whoever will be ſaved, 
muſt exceed the juſtice of the Seribes and 
Phariſees; we moſt humbly beg thy grace, 
in the firſt place, that we may not be ſo far 
out of the way, as to come thort of thoſe 
whom thou hat commanded us to exceed. 

In this, O [eſus, we have. reaſon to aſk 
thy help; becauſe we know from thy ſacred 
word, that though the Phariſees were want- 
inz in the more fubſtantial part of religion, 
yet they were very exact and edilying in 
| many particulars, 

We know they were very nice, and even 
ſcrupulouſly careful in all that belonged to 
the external and decent part of thy worſhip 
and ſervice; and nothing appeared on that 
ſide, that could give ſcandal, or diſedify 
their neighbour. = 

In this they were worthy of praiſe, and 
we have reaſon to examine ourſelves, whe- 
ther we come up to this rigatcouſnets of the 
Phariſees, 

It we are not exact in our prayers, and do 
not perform them with a decent and religious 
behaviour, we muſt confeſs we do not in this 
come up to the righteouſneſs of the Phariſees. 
lt we are not exact in obſerving the ſaſts 
preicribed, we mult confeſs we then do not 
come up to ihe righteouſneſs of the Phariſees. 
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If we live, in the open breach of any one 
5 the comm ndments ;, if we. are ſwearers, 
or breakers of the Sabbath, or murderers, 
or Tal iereft, or wrong our neighbour, ei- 
ther in his goods or reputation, we muſt 
confels we do not then come up to the Ng: 
eouſnels of the Phariſces; .; 

If we have not a Une: guard. upon, our 
words or aGions, but take ſuch liberties as 
either promote what is ſinful, draw qur 
neighbour into evil, or appear in any thing 
that is diſedifying; we mult confeſs we do 
ngt then, come up to the righteouſneſs of the 
Phariſees, 

This, O God, we . muſt confeſs, becauſe 
in thele particulars the Phariſees: were very 
exact. And what then muſt our condition 


he, if ſeeing a neceflity of out- doing the Pha. 


riſces, we find, upon examination, we fall 
much ſhort of them, and may have them yet 
fet before us for patterns and examples. of 
what we are to do? 

This we mult. own to be a ſtate of confu- 
ſion, to ſce ourſelves worſe than thoſe againſt 
whom thou, O Jeſus, haſt pronounced ſo 
many woes, and expreſsly declared, that 
they are not in a ſtate of ſalvation. For 


what can our comfort be, when we know 


thou art to be our Judge, and this judg- 
ment thou haſt already paſt, that except our 
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rnighteguſnelßs enceeds that of the Stribes and 
Phariſees, we cannot enter mito the kings 
dom of heaven? 

Wherefore we now beſeech thee, O blef- 
ſed Redeemer, that from this time we may 
ſuffer nothing to be wanting in us which 
was commendable in the Phariſees. Grant 
we may be edifying in our faſting and 
prayer. Grant we may not live in the tranſ- 

reſſion of any of thy commandments. 
Brant we may be ſo watehful in our words, 
actions, and all our converſation, as to 
avoid every thing that can be a ſtumbling- 
block to our neighbour, or any ſcandal to 
—_ 
Grant us, O Lord, this mercy, that beiny 
thy followers, we may not have this reproach 
upon our conſcience, of being yet behind 
thoſe whom thou haſt condemned. But we 
alk ſtill a farther grace; and it is, that uwe 
may do what thou haſt ordered, in ane 
the juſtice of the Phariſees. 

Grant therefore, O bleſſed Jeſus, that we 
may not only outwardly petform thy law, 
but likewiſe inwardly keep it in our hearts; 
labouring to keep our hearts right watt 
thee, our God, and never admittin 
thought to harbour there, which is aida. 
ing to thee. 

Grant * in whateret we ao, we may 

= OE 
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not ſeek to pleaſe men, or to gain the repu- 
tation of the world; but be ſolicitous, before 
all things, to do thy holy will, and to deſire 
no other witneſs but thy eye, O God. 

Grant we may never confide in any jul⸗ 
tice of our own, but always look upon our- 
ſelves as poor and miſerable; acknowledge 
all good to be from thee; and if there be 
any thing good in us, that it is the gift of 
thy mercy. It is thy grace, whatever is 
given us; it is thy grace, whatever 1 is con- 
tinued to us. | 

Grant we may never challenge preference 
or eſteem to ourſelves, nor ever deſpiſe 
others; but conſidering our own manifold 
unworthinels, always judge ourſelves worthy 
of contempt. 

In theſe particulars of an upright, humble, 
and ſincere heart, grant we may have thy 
grace to help us, ever labouring this way to 
ſeck thy favour, and to exceed the juſtice of 
the Phariſees : It was in theſe they were 
wanting, and for this we find them con- 
demned. O God, may it be thy grace to 
us, to abound in theſe, in inward right- 
 eouineſs of the heart, in a ſolid humility, 
and {ncere charity, and by theſe may we 
find favour with thee, ſo as to be admitted 
into that kingdom, where the righteouſnels 
of inc Puarilees never enters. 


But while we alk for the righteouſneſs of 
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the heart, we aſk in particular for that part 
of it which regards our neighbour ; : ſo as to 
preſerve a perpetual charity, and to admit 
of none of thoſe reſentments which too often 
break out, and {hew themle:ves in a ſcandal- 
ous manner. 

We know there is no living i in this world 
without meeting many things to diſpleaſe us, 
and even ſuch provocations as cauſe a diſ- 
turbance in us. But, O God, whatever be 
the occaſions given us, whether from the 
carele{sneſs, injuſtice, perſecution, or malice 
of men, we molt humbly beſeech thee, that 
we may then keep a guard upon our hearts, 
and not ſuffer anger or paſſion to take place, 
ſo as to be in choler againſt any brother 

This we have great reaſon to ak, becauſe 
thou, O Jeſus, hait publiſhed thy law in 
this point, and in exprels terms declared, 
That Whoever i angry with his brother, ſhall 
be in danger of judgment, In this thou bait 
{ui iciently maniteited thy diſpleaſure againit 
it, and let us know that ſuch anger ought 
not to be found in thy followers. 

But if this evil, through weakneſs or over- 
ſight, ſhall at any time ſurprif e us; yet till, 
0 God, . us ſuch government ok Our - 
telves, as to keep our paſſion within bounds, 
and not ſufer it to break forth into choleric 
and much lels injurious words. 


Cy 
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This again we here afk, becauſe thy chla- 
rity, O geſus, has been for tavourable to us, 
as to manifeſt the guilt of theſe ſins, and in 
this has given us ſufficient reaſon to be a 
prehenſive of them. For thou haſt declared 
that paſſionate and reproachful words are a 
great ſin; and that, if we are ſo far moved 
againſt our neighbour, as to endeavour b 
words of contempt to ruin his reputation, 
and quite diſhonour him amongſt men; the 


gulilt of ihis is fo. great, as to be in danger 
of hell- ſire. 


Wherefore, O Lord, whatever the unhap- 
pineſs of our temper be, in being caſily 
provoked, or whatever occaſions be given 
us; yet we moſt humbly implore thy grace 
to give us ſtrength to reſiſt all paſſion, and 
to keep ſuch a watch upon our lips, as to 
prevent all injurious and reproachful words. 

It is enough, O Lord, for us, that thou 
haſt ſpoken in this point; for we profeſs to 
be thy diſciples, and we confeſs it our duty 
to follow thee; what peace, therefore, of 
conſcience can we poſhbly have, if we ſee in 
ourſelves any cuſtom kept up, .contrary to 
what thou haſt taught? What comfort can 
we have, if we obſerve ourſelves going on 
in ſuch a way, where thou haſt forewarned 


us we ſhall meet with judgment, counſel, 
and hell? 6 ln 50 
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Help: us;/ therefore, /Q Lord, and let not! 
nature or-ill;onftom: govern in us; but do 
chou, O God, govern; and by thy grace, 
teach us to overcome whatever is corrupt in 
us. And not only now, at this moment, 
but we beg that we may be for ever mind»: + 
ful of what thou haſt taught; that, from 
this time, we may be jealous. of the mary.) 
firſt approach of anger, and fearful of being 
led by it into fin; That we may be fearful 
of all contentions and quarrels, and in all 
ſuch occaſions, ſet a bar upon our lips. 

Hear us, O bleſſed Redeemer, and give 
us thy grace for effecting what we aſk. 
Thou knoweſt what our weakneſs is, and 
how often we are ſurpriſed in ſin; but have 
compaſſion now, we beſeech thee, and heal 
our infirmities; teach us to do our part in 
watchfulneſs and care, and let thy grace 
give a bleſſing to our endeavours, that now 
we may begin to ſee the fruit of our labgqurs, 
in the government of all that poſition: to 
which we are ſubject. 

But, above all, O God of inßnite chari- 
ty, help us, at all times, in rooting out of 
our hearts all degrees of averſion- and ha- 
tred, and in healing all manner of conten- 
tion, which we have occaſioned betwixt us 
and our neighbour. ln this, O Jeſus, grant 
us thy help; for ſince thou haſt declared, 
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that there is a neceſſity of making peace 
with our neighbour, for approaching before 
thy altar, and that, till we endeavour to be 
reconciled with him, God will accept no 
offering or prayer from our hands; how 
unhappy muſt our condition be, if we gain 
not this point, of being in charity with all? 

What is this, but to be forbid thy pre. 
ſence, to be incapable of prayer, and have 
the whole treaſure of the divine mercy and 


grace {nut up againſt us? What can be 
worſe. to us poor, unhappy creatures, who 


are every moment in want of thy help: 
What can be worſe, than to be thus turn- 
ed away from the altar, by the voice of God, 
and forbid to pray? And yet this is our 
ſtate, as long as any uncharitableneſs poſſeſ- 
ſes our heart, and we uſe no means to be 
reconciled with our brother. 

Shew mercy therefore to us, O Jeſus, in 
this particular, and give us grace to over- 
come nature, whatever the difficulties be; 
as likewiſe to chuſe all the humiliations that 
are neceſſary for peace, rather than to live 
on in diſſenſion. For though it be hard to 
be humbled, and to feck for peace; yet it 
is much harder, O God, to be ſhut out 
from thy altar, and from the hopes of all 
thy mercies. Help us, therefore, O Jeſus, 


and ſuffer us not to live under this unhappi- 
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neſs: Suffer us not to deceive ourſelves in 
this great concern: And whenever we are 


do be reconciled with our neighbour, grant 


we may do it, not like the Phariſees, in 
words or ſhew only, but ſincerely, and from 
our heart, that ſo we may find mercy, and 
our prayers be accepted by thee, _ 


Let us pray. 


\ God, who haſt prepared goods inviſi- 
() ble for thoſe that love thee, infuſe in- 
to our hearts the ſpirit of true charity; 
that loving thee 1n all things, and above all 
things, we may enjoy the effect of thy pro- 


i 


miles, which are above all we can deſire. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


DISD IS SS ECCEEEEEEES 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


MARK viii. 1. 9. 


£ Spe days Goſpel is a relation of Chriſt's 
feeding about four thouſand people in the 
deſert, with ſeven loaves, and a few fiſhes. 
And fince Chriſt's being moved-with compaſ/ien 
upon the people, is mentioned, as one occaſion of 
this miracle ; let us beg this day, that he would 
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vourhſafe tu conſidor our cirrumſtantes, am 
have compaſſion em un ae, =_ wy ny F our 


eie. 
Let us pray. 


LESSED Jeſus, behold, encouraged by 

thy mercies we come to thee; through 

our fins unworthy of thy favour, but ſtill 
with a firm hope in thy goodneſs, that thou, 
who haſt given us ſo many inſtances of thy 
tender compaſſion in the relief of the diſtreſ- 
ſed, wilt not ſhut up thy bowels againſt our 
cries; but let us alſo partake of thy mercies. 
This our hope is particularly raiſed by 
the miracle wrought for the relief of the 
multitude in the deſert. Their diſtreſs was 
great, and hence thy compaſſion being mov- 
ed, thy Almighty power was oy et ve for 
their help. 
Upon this title we come in likewiſe: For, 

O Lord, great are our neceſſities, ſuch, as 
cannot fail of moving thy compaſſion, if 
thou wilt but turn thy eyes upon us. 
For, behold, O Lord, though we are not 
here unprovided of neceſſaries, but expe- 
rience daily the effects of thy —_— to- 
wards us, yet ſtill, O Lord, amidſt all our 
plenty, our unhappineſs i is rest. 310182 
It is one great unhappinels, that enjoying 
the comfort of thy bleflings in our daily ſub- 
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ſiſtence, we have no greater. a ſenſe of thy: 
goodnefs towards us; but receive thy gifts 
without any conſideration of the hand from 

whence they come, as if there were no mer- 

cy in them, and we 5 ly received what was 

our due. 

O God, this is a great harrixroak of . 
rit, and want of ſenſe; for we know, whats: 

ever we enjoy is thy gift; we know, the re- 

peating thy bleſlings, and making them 

daily to us, is the commendation of thy 

goodneſs, and ought to raiſe the value of 


what we receive. We know the fruitfulneſs 


of the land and cattle depends entirely upon 
thy beck Thou canſt ſhut up the foun- 
tains of heaven when thou plenlelt, and af- 
ter all the labours of the huſbandman, leave 
the earih barren; thou canſt fend famine 
and dearth amongſt the cattle, and notwith- 
ſtanding all human care, bring us to a b. 
city of all that is for food. - | 

We can command neither the rain nor 
the ſun; no kind of weather or ſeaſon is in 
our power: Whatever our wants be, neither 
riches, nor authority, nor learning, nor art 
can prevail; but we muſt lift up our eyes 
towards thee, and wait till it is thy good; 
pleaſure to conſider our neceſſities, and Lond, 
us help. 


This, 0) God, we know ; and yet old; 
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all this continual dependence, eyery day to 
partake of thy bleſſing, and enjoy an unin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion of them; and yet 
ſcarce to think of our benefactor, or with 
any ſenſe of gratitude to lift up our hearts 
to that fountain of goodneſs from whence 
all flows; this, O Jeſus, we confels to be 
an unhappineſs, and, through our own 
fault, our caſe is ſuch, that amidſt all our 
plenty, we ſtand more in need of thy com- 
paſhon, than the multitude in the delexty.} in 
all their diſtreſs. 

Have compaſſion therefore on us, we be- 
ſeech thee, © Jeſus, and as thou art ſo boun- 
titul as to ſupply us with thy bleſſings ; be 
now lo merciful as to open our hearts, to 
conſider thy wonderful goodneſs, and make 
us fo' ſenſible of what we receive, that we 
may no more go on in our ungrateful way, 
but every day acknowledge thy Fatherly 
Providence, and render to thee a daily ho- 
mage of thanks, as is due, 

But, beſides this, O God, 1 is another 
much greater unhappineſs, which too gene- 
nerally attends us, even in this very point. 
For it is not only that we ungratefully re- 
ceive thy bleſſings; but we generally abuſe 
thy plenty; ſo that, inſtead of conſidering 
how to comply with our ſtewardſhip in an- 
ſwering thoſe ends, for which thou halt de- 
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poſited thy bleſſings in our hands; we may 

conſider how they may be ſerviceable to 

ſeif-love and corruption; and according as 

W theſe demand, ſo we diſpoſe of what thou 
| haſt given us. ; 

This, O bleſſed Lord, we confeſs to be a 
great unhappineſs, to live in the practice of 
ſuch a general injuſtice; to be daily feed- 
ing and ſtrengthening the enemies of our 
ſouls with what thou haſt mercifully provi- 
ded us, as helps to our falvation. a 

This, O Lord, we muſt confeſs againſt 
ourſelves; we cannot deny it. Our pride 
and vanity are the enemies of our ſouls; 
our ambition and delire of worldly great- 
neſs. are enemies; our love of idleneſs and 
ſelf-love are enemies; gluttony and intem- 
perance are enemies; prodigality, ſenſuali- 
ty, and covetouſneſs are enemies; fondneſs 
of the world, of its eſteem, of its entertain- 
ments, with all that is immoderate in it, is 
a very great enemy. For thefe are the evils 
that drown men in perdition, that carry 
ſouls into the depth of vice, that ſet up idols 
againſt thee, our God, that bring thy law 
into contempt, that deſpiſe thy Goſpel, that 
are moſt ſerviceable to the devil, that bring 
the chriſtian world to the reſemblance of the 
heathen, and betray to hell as many chriſ- 
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tian ſouls as are now milerable in "thoſe 
everlaſting flames. 

And'yet, O God, enemies as theſe ard, it 
is to theſe we ſacrifice the plenty: thou giveſt 
us; and as theſe ſeem to call upon us, ſo 
we expend the bleflings thou haſt entruſted 
in our care ; even thoſe bleflings which thy 
goodneſs has depoſited in our hands, for the 
relief and comfort of the diſtrefſed, and for 
doing ſuch good in our generation as may 
contribute to thy glory, and be helpful to 
our own eternal happineſs. 

Thus blind, O God, thus perverſely un- 
juſt are we. Thus is our unhappineſs, in 
the midſt of plenty, far greater than was 
that of the multitude in the deſert, unpro- 
vided of all that was neceflary for lite. And 
all this unhappineſs being our own fault, it 
is ſtil} the greater upon this account. If 
miſery then be that which moves thy com- 
paſſion, took upon us, we beſeech thee; and 
have compaſſion on us; have compathon, 
and mercitully ſo touch our hearts, that we 
may not only be ſenſible of our injuſtice, 
but likewiſe have an averſion to it, and take 
ſuch effectual means, as may change our 
whole method, and be henceforth ſolicitous 
in conſidering which way thy bleſſings may 
become moſt ſerviceable to our ſalvation, 
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which puts us in a lower rank of miſer 
beneath this people in the deſert. For 
while they were ſo moved by pious inclina- 
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and thou, O God, be molt, glonhed.j in the 
gifts of thy bounty. 


But we have ill another be 


tions, as to thirſt after thy holy word, to 
follow thee into the deſert, there to receive 
from thy ſacred mouth the doctrine of ſalva- 
tion, and to abide with thee three days, 
notwithſtanding all the inconveniencies of 
ſuch a ſtay. While theſe were ſo pious, 
what does this but reproach us with our 
own unhappineſs? For what have we in OUT» 
ſelves to compare with them ? 

Have we that thirſt after what i is good: 
Are we willing to take pains in being infor- 
med of our duty? Have we a zeal in fol- 
lowing the Goſpel ? Do- we ſuffer inconve- 
niencies for duty ſake ? O God! I with we 
could, with truth, anſwer in favour of our. 
ſelves; but the truth is known to thee. 
Thou ſeeſt, O blefled Lord, for we cannot 
hide it from thee; thou ſeeſt how our ſoul 
thirſts after the goods and ſatisfactions of 
this life; how eager we are in the. purſuit 
of them; how much trouble it coſts us to 
obtain what we deſire; how often we ha» 
zard health and reputation, and ſuffer great 
inconveniencies for gratifying our inclina- 
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tions, our humour, or our will. But as to 
the things which belong to thy ſervice, and 
the duties of ſalvation, — little can we ſay 
here of this kind? 18 

When theſe are before us, "Es generally 
cold and inactive are we? How ſoon dif. 
couraged ? How eaſily tired? How fearful 
of our health? How unwilling to provoke 
reproaches? How ready to diſpenſe with 
what ſeems attended with inconveniencies ? 
So that being bold and ventureſome in all 
worldly concerns that are agreeable to us; 
we only then begin to be conſiderate and 
fearful, when the works of eternity are to 
be performed. 

Thus miſerable, O God, are we, far ble. 
yond the diſtreſt multitude in the deſert, 
and only in this one thing bearing a reſem- 
blance with them, that we have no help in 
ourſelves. All that is within us of our 
own is corrupt, and if thou, O Jeſus, ſend- 
eſt us away faſting without relief, we ſhall 
certainly, not only faint, but periſh in the 
wa 
Look upon us, therefore, O bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and have compaſſion on the miſe- 
Table. Let not our unworthineſs turn away 
oy mercies from us; but give ear to our 

: We can ſay nothing more, O Lord, 
bp that we are miſerable, and thou art a 
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God of infinite mercy. We have nothing 
good of ourſelves, and all that is about us 
helps to feed our corruption; ſo that what- 
ever way we turn, we can ſee no hopes but 


j only through thee, our God and Saviour. 
p Wherefore, O Lord, ſhew thyſelf a God 
| of mercy. to us, and let it be the glory of 


thy goodneſs to help the unworthy. - We 
are thy creatures, and ſtand with our eyes 
lifted up to "thee, our God. We confeſs 
W all our miſery is from ourſelves, and that 
being unhappy through our own fault, we 
W deſerve no compaſſion. _ ork | 
But, behold, O moſt gracious Lord, we 
humble ourſelves under the ſenſe of our 


e- miſery; we acknowledge all our paſt iniqui- 
t, ties and manifold corruption, we acknow- 
n- ledge our preſent diſtreſs, and deſiring to 


be reſtored to a better ſtate, we manifeſt 
our deſires before thee, we ſend up our 
ſighs, and cry out aloud, Jeſus, have mer- 
ey on us. And knowing thy goodneſs 
W to be infinite, we have a confidence in thee, 
chat appealing to thy bowels of mercy, we 
W ihall not be left to periſh. 

= © Jeſus, graciouſly vouchſafe to turn thy 
eyes towards me, and ſee all my miſery ; 
W ice how very weak, corrupt, and inconſtant 
lam. 1 am in the midſt of infinite dangers, 
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and eternal miſery is before me; but I call 
out to thee, and will never ceaſe calling. 
will ſtretch forth my hands towards thee, 
and beſeech thee to be my helper, to heal 
all my wounds, and to deliver me from the 
ways of death. And in this method, cant 
thou ſtand ſtill, O Jeſus, unmoved, and ſee 
me periſh, without giving help to thy pe- 
titioner? No, my Jeſus, thou canſt not; 
for who has ever thus called upon thee, and 
been forſaken by thee? Who can ever ke 
what thou haſt already done for ſinners, 
and be in deſpair of this mercy ? No, I will 
never deſpair, but amidſt all my miſerics, 
{till hope in thee, that according to my ne- 
ceſlities, ſo thou wilt be my deliverer. | 


Let us pray. 


() GOD of power, fountain of all good, 
enflame our hearts with the love of 
thy holy name, and grant in us the increaſe 
of religion, that thou mayeſt improve in 
our fouls whatever is good, and by the 
love of piety preſerve whatever is thus im- 
proved. Through our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
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10 1 Matt. vii. 1 5, 21. | 
N this day's. Goſpel, - Feſus bids his followers 


0 * bewar 4 of Falſe prophets, Who cone 10 them 
ee in ſheep's clothing, but within are ravenous 
rs, wolves. Hence let us beg of this Sovereign 
i WY 22/27, that ae may be ever watchful againſt 
es, this deluſion, ſo as never to be miſled. 


Let us pray. 


E acknowledge it, O Jeſus, a great 
mercy to be thus put in mind of 


od, che danger that is befgre us. Vouchſafe us, 
> of we beleech thee, thy grace, that we may be 
aſe Never mindful of thy charitable admonitions, 
in and by directing our care according to thy 
the advice, be preſerved from all ſnares. 


We are very ſenſible our greateſt danger 
in being deceived. For through thy 
race we have ſome apprehenſions of what 
Ws evidently ſinful, and being fearful of thy 
iqpleaſure, generally take care to ſtand pre- 
NTH Hared againſt it. But where nothing appears 
Vor. XV. | D 
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in ſight but what is innocent, here we are 
more bold; and how aften, O God, for 
want of timely care, are we by this way 
ſurpriſed into ſin ! - 

It is by this method the world and com- 
pany are very often as falſe prophets to us; 
they invite to u hat is moderate and harm. 
leſs; they pretend to things that are not tg 
be reproved, and fo far ſanctified, they ap. 
pear to us in ſheep's clothing. And yet 
under this cover of innocence, what evil 1; 
there into which they do not lead us ? 

O God! thus by things that ſeem harm. 
leſs, we are led into all that is vain, idle, 
and extravagant. Under this harmleſs co- 
vert, is uſhered in all manner of intempe- 
rance, ſenſuality, and injuſtice ; contentions, 
animoſities, and uncharitableneſs are pro- 
moted; and there is no more malicious, 
deſtructive devil, than that which pretends 
to do no harm, 
In this manner, O God, we meet with 
many falſe prophets, and ſtand in need of 
thy protection, of thy, light and grace for our 
defence. But above all, ſuch is our trea- 

chery, we are the worlt of falſe prophets to 
ourſelves; and were it not that by this fal. 
fity we join with our enemies, and carry on 
their deſigns, there 1s ſcarce any adverliary 
which could contrive to do us any harm. 
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Here then is our great misfortune, that 
ur reaſon is corrupted by our paſſions ; fo 
it, as we are affected or diſaffected, ac- 
Wordingly we judge. Hence, O God, how 
any ſnares do we prepare for ourſelves! 
Ve often cry out againſt fin, and condemn 
iſorders with great ſeverity: And yet if 
1ere be any agreeable evil, which happens 
>» favour inclination, with how many co- 
zurs do we dreſs it up? How do we artifi- 
ally turn it, ſo as to hide its deformity, 
d making it at length appear reaſonable ; 
pw do we fit down, without [cruple, in a 
zaceable enjoyment ! 
In this manner, O God, how ingenious - 
e we to our own deſtruction; finding ways 
caſt the ſheep's ſkin over the worlt of 
olves? We ſanctify the ways of fin, and 
Write innocence upon the greateſt diſorders. 
Wc call things to an imperfect examen, and 
ving reaſoned upon them our own way, 
2 are then proof againſt advice. 
We eaſily hear what the moſt experienced 
Y; but what is this, when we are prepoſ- 
Ned, and the caſe is already decided? We 
ve always a healing agſwer to their moſt 
Wionable reproofs; that either ſuch advi- 
ry on are particular in their ſentiments, or 
erſa t our caſe is particular, and they do not 
rm. ly underſtand it. | 
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By this method, O God, how do mw 
prove wolves to ourſelves, corrupting thi 
Goſpel, and making its moſt ſaving direc. 
tions uſeleſs to us! How do we find exemy. 
tions from all ſuch duties as are uneaſy tt 
us, and make every thing lawful that incl. 
nation demands! How do we live in the full 
enjoyment of ſelf. love, idleneſs, and ea 
How 1s prodigality and vanity without re 
ſtraint! How do we widen the way for al 
manner of exceſs; and this with as mud 

peace of conſcience, as if there were 1 
grounds for queſtioning the method ! 

Thus, O God, are we the worſt of fal 
prophets; and whilſt thou commandeſt vp 
to Beware, we ſee plainly our moſt watchiuil 
care ought to be employed againſt ourſelvs;i 
there being no where ſo much danger of bt 
ing deceived, as from our own ill reaſonivy 
And thus it mult always be, as long as vil 
abuſe this noble faculty which thou hal 
given us; while we do not employ it in ag 
amining what is the way of the Gol» 
what is good and lawful; but in find 
arguments for making that lawful wh 
we like. 5 5 

This is our too general way, we can 
deny it; thus we .abufe that light of oi 
ſoul, and make it ſerve to our ruin. Ti 
haſt been ſo merciful, O God, as to give 


o 
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hy law, to make known thy Goſpel to us; 
nd this for regulating our lives, ſo as not 
Wo live according to the natural man, but 
ccording to thy holy will. And whereas it 
s our duty, at all times, to look into thy 
WW ofpel, and from thence learn what is thy 
in, ſo to bring our whole man into ſub- 
Qion to it: We turn all quite contrary, 
nd beginning at the wrong end, we conſi- 
er, firſt, what is our inclination or preſent” 
ntereſt; and then examine the Goſpel, to 
e if by any means we can ſanctify what 
leaſes us. Thus, O God, inſtead of our 
Wo:rupt nature being governed by thy law, 
Wc govern thy law by our nature; and this 


y heavenly Father. Thou halt informed 


e call, ſo unhappy are we, this we call 

i WW owing the Goſpel. | 

+, © eius! what can be more deceitful than 
u | What greater abuſe of thy holy word! 
nd Will this do? No, blefled Redeemer, 
ou haſt likewiſe mercifully provided againſt 
* is deceit. Thou haſt informed us in this 
xv! zoſpel, that it is not every one that calls 
an ee, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
«lic eaven; but only thoſe who do the will of 


s, that a profeſſion of holineſs will profit 


all ; 
c i othing, except our works be anſwerable to 
1.288 hat we protels ; and therefore, that we are 
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to be known and Judged by the fruit we 
bring forth. | 

This, O Jeſus, is thy do Stine: - Aid what 
then will it avail us, if we call thee our 
Lord; if we make profeſſion of following 
thy Goſpel; and at the ſame time ſeek to do 
our own will, O God, and not thine ? Whee 
will be the advantage of calling ourſelves 
Chriſtians, if our fruit be not chriſtian; if 
the general method of our lives be accord. 
ing to inclination and the world, and not 
agreeable to thy law? 

Wherefore, O ever-blefſed Redeemer, we 
now make our moſt humble addreſs to thy 
goodnels, that by the help of thy grace ve i 
1 change our whole method. 

ir/t, We aſk thy grace for the right ap. 
plication of our reaſonable faculty, that we 
may employ its belt endeavours in examin- 
ing and diſcerning the ways of thy Golpel; 
in diſcerning the ways into which thou cal 
left thy followers, the ways which are well- 
pleaſing to thee, which are moſt proper for 
overcoming the world and ourſelves, and 
bringing all that is within us into a due ſub- 
je ion to thy law. 

In this, O eternal Light, be thou a light 
to us, and help us in our endeavours ; me 
cifully vouchſafe to aſſiſt us, and let no ſon 
of corruption pervert our judgment. Let 
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neither ſelf- love, nor intereſt, nor ill cuſ- 
tom, or any worldly conſideration, ſo far 
prevail, as to make our rea/on a party 
agaialt truth, or to put it upon finding 
arguments for warranting what is not ac- 
cording to thy holy will. 1 
In this manner, O God, may we enquire, 
with great ſincerity and ſingleneſs of heart, 
which is the way of the Goſpel; but then, 
having this light, we petition for another 
help; and that is, for ſuch grace, by which 
we may become. reſolute and zealous in the 
works of ſalvation, which are the fruits 
of a chriſtian lite; That we may not be 
contented, with the profeſſion of a holy law, 
nor deceive ourlelres with the external and 
ceremonial part of holineſs, but in all things 
ſeek to do the will of our heavenly Father. 
It is to this is annexed the promiſe of 
everlaſting life, and to this only; grant, 
therefore, O bleſſed Jeſus, that we may have 
| firength' to walk in this way, and that no 
temptation may be able to draw us from it. 
We know thy will, O God, is the foun- 
tain of all holineſs, and likewiſe to us the 
rule of all that is juſt and good; ſo that we 
can do nothing well, any farther than as we 
do thy will. Whatever we favour in our- 
ſeiv2s, If *t be not according to thy will, it 
s certainly ünful. Whatever caule we eſ- 
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pouſe as to the public, if it be not according 
to thy will, it is certainly finful. Whatever 
our induſtry be, if not in things according 
to thy will, it is certainly ſinful. However 
we pleaſe ourſelve, and thrive in the world, 
whether in dignity or riches, if it be not in 
ways according to thy will, it is certainly 
ſinful. | 
Ihus, we confeſs, O God, which ever 
way we move, if it be not by this rule of 
thy holy will, it cannot be good. It may be 
agreeable to nature, and for a preſent inte- 
reſt; it may ſatisfy corruption, or pleaſe 
the world; but it cannot be well-pleafing 
to thee, nor any advantage to our eternity. 
O God! and how many vain joys, then, 
and ſinful ſatisfactions have we in this life; 
while pleaſing ourſelves in all our ſucceſsful 
defires, if they are but in favour of our in- 
clination, we ſeldom conſider how far they 
are comformable to thy holy will. And 
what is this, but laying by our rule? What 
is it, but running the hazard of there taking 
content, where we ought to grieve; and of 
triumphing in ſuch things as are our greateſt 
misfortune ! Do | 
We confeſs, O God, thus it is too often 
with us, and we acknowledge the raſhneſs, 
or rather the iniquity, of our proceeding. 
But ſenſible of the evil, we now beg thy 


Cs 
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grace for following the rule which thou haſt 
wen us, and making that the meaſure of 
all the motions of our heart, and all the 
actions of our life. 

Thou, O Jeſus, haſt here poſitively made 
known this truth to us, that there is only 
one way to heaven; and that is, by doing 
the will of thy heavenly Father. Hear us, 
therefore, we beſeech thee, in this one pe- 
tition, we make to thee, and deny not our 
requeſt. Grant we may ſeek, in all things, 
to do the will of our Father, who is in hea- 
ven. 

Grant that in all the buſineſs of life, we 
may ever examine whether it be according 
to the will of God. R. Amen. 

Grant that in all our propoſals of prefer- 
ment, intereſt, or other advantage, we may 
ever examine whether they are according to 
the will of God. R. Amen. 

Grant that in all our entertainments, di- 
vertiſements, and in all our ſatisfactions of 
like, we may ever examine whether they are 
according to the will of God. R. Amen. 

Grant that in all our expences and parſi- 
mony, in all our contracts, dealings, and 
truſts; grant that in all money affairs, we 
may ever examine whether our metbhed and 
mire om be according to the will of 
God. R. Amen. 

Du 
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Grant that in all the reſpective obligations 
and particular duties of our ſtate, we may 
ever examine whether we proceed with care 
and fidelity, according to the will of God, 
R. Amen. 

Grant that in all the employments of our 
time, in our converſation, in all that belongs 

to dreſſing, table, and ſleep, we may ever 
examine whether we proceed in all accord- 
ing to the will of God. R. Amen. 

Grant that in all the motions of our foul, 
in our affections and delires, in our paſſions, 
trouble, griefs, reſentments, and diſlikes; 
and in all the entertainments of our thoughts, 
we may ever examine whether they are ac- 
cording to the will of God. R. Amen. 

And not only examine, but likewiſe with 
reſolution put a ſtop to whatever we juſtly 
apprehend to be not according to the will of 
God. R. Amen. 

And in this great concern, that no kind 
of ſatisfaction, humour, or intereſt; that 
nothing upon earth may be able to carry us 
on in any thing whatever, when we ſee it is 
not according to the will of God. KR. 
Amen. 

Hear. us, O bleſſed Redeemer, 2 and ſo 
mercifully temper our fouls, that in all we 
do, and in all we ſuffer, our principal care 


may be to do the will of our Father, who is 
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in heaven. This was thy food, O Jeſus; 
grant that in this may be our comfort, and 
that with this fruit we may be found all our 
lives, and more particularly at the hour of 
our death. R. Amen. | 


Let us pray. 


GOD, whoſe Providence is never de- 
J ceived in whatever it orders, we hum- 
bly beſeech thee to remove whatever- wiil 
be prejudicial to us, and grant us fuch 
things as will be for our good, through 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, 
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"ms day's Goſpel being the parable of the 

, fteward, who could not give an 
account of his ftewardſhip ; let us, under this 
paravie, lament our ow? miſery, and Wel for 
grace to an vide a wain/t it. 
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TNT: 
GOD, we eaſily apprehend the unhap- 
pineſs of this ſteward, upon the ſur- 
priſing ſummons, in being called upon to 
give an account of his itewardſhip. He 
knew he had waſted his maſter's goods; 
and how then ſhould he give an account ? 
How fhould he be able to ſatisfy ſuch de- 
mands, when, having had no regard to his 
maſter's intereſt or orders, he had miſem- 
ployed what he undertook to manage- and 
had fought himſelf inſtead of his maſter ! 
Well might he cry out, Qui faciam ? What 
fall I do? For what could he do, who 
being called to an account, could give 
none, but what was to manifeſt his own 
| injuſtice ? 
I Sad caſe of an unhappy man, and ſo 
much the worſe, that it is ours? For what 
are we, but ſo many ſtewards? We have 
| nothing of our own: We hold and poſſeſs 
1 many things, and we call them, indeed, our 
dun But when the title is well examined, 
we mult conieis, O God, that thou art the 


| Proprietor and Lord of all; chat. thou halt 
1 entruſted many things in our hands, not 
Th abſolutely to diſpoſe of according to our 
I pleaſure. but to manage and employ accord- 


Jing to thy orders, and to be accountable to 
14 thee for whatever we receive. 
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This we acknowledge to be the only title 
we have, as to all whatever we poſſeſs, whe- 
ther goods of fortune, or of nature, or of 
grace; all, O God, is thine; and they be- 
ing put into our hands to manage, we are 
no more than thy ſtewards. And muſt we 
give an account? Yes, of all. And the day 
will certainly come to every one of us, 
when we ſhall be ſummoned to appear be- 
fore thee, our Sovereign Lord, and we ſhall 
every one in particular receive this order, 
Redde rationem willicationis tug : Give an ac- 
count of your ſtewardſhip. Give an account 
of all you have received; give in the par- 
ticulars how you have employed every 
thing that has been put into your hands. 
Give an account, that it may appear, whe- 
ther you have managed every thing accord- 
ing to the orders of your Lord, to his ſer- 
vice and glory; or, without any ſuch re- 
card, have walted what ſhould have been 
thus employed. | | 

O God! and is this the account we are 
to give? With juſt reaſon then may we join 
with the ſteward in this Goſpel, and cry 
out, Lid faciemus ? What ſhall we do? For 
what can we do, when, upon this ſummons, 
looking back upon our management, we 
preſently diſcover there is not any one thing 
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of which we ſhall be able to give an ac. 


count? E 10 „10 
What account ſhall we give of our time, 


which having been granted us, for careful. 

ly ſatisfying the obligations of our ſtate, 

and working out our eternity, in ſuch exer- 

ciſes as were well pleaſing to thee, we have 

moſt unjuſtly diſhpated, with very little re. 
ard to thoſe ends for which thou haſt been 

' pleaſed ſo mercifully to put it into our 
hands ? 

What account ſhall we give of all that 
time which has been ſo prodigally waſted in 
favour of floth, idle humours, unprofitable 
converſation, impertinent and vain amuſe. 
ments? And what will be the account of 
all that which has been thrown away upon 
vice and fin, which we have waſted in ill 
company, given to fenſvality, intemperance, 
and all kinds of exceſs? And this, at ſuch 
time, when we have had the duties of our 
ſtate calling upon us: When the neceſſities 
of our own ſouls required our care; when 
the diſtreſs of our neighbour demanded: our 
aſſiſtance; when we have neglected the op- 
portunities that ſtood before us, of ſecking 
thy glory, and working out our own falva- 
tion; and inſtead of giving our time, where 
thou haſt called for it, we have with con- 
tempt ſlighted thy orders, and given it to 
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ſuch ſinful or trifling follies, as our own. 
vain humour, or an idle world ſuggeſted to 
us. | | 
This is fome imperfe&t account of our 
time. And how then ſhall we give an ac- 
count of it to thee, our Lord? Quid facie- 
mus? What ſhall we de? 
And are we better prepared, as to other 
things? What account ſhall we give of that 
plenty, and thoſe temporal bleſſings which 
thou haſt entruſted with us! Have we ob- 
ſerved thy orders in the uſe and diſpoſal of 
them? O God! what can we ſay here, but 
ſtand ſtill, and be confounded at the fight 
of our injuſtice! Thou haſt put thy bleſſings 
into our hands, to provide for our preſent 
neceſſities, and to lay up tor ourſelves trea- 
ſures in heaven, by diſtributing to thoſe 
whoſe diſtreſs called for our relief. This 
haz been the deſign of thy goodneſs and 
mercy to us, to furniſh us with means both 
tor our temporal and eternal well-being. 

But what have we done? We have lived 
unmindful of theſe purpoſes. of thy good- 
nels; and as if all had been given us for 
the ſupporting and enlarging our corrup- 
tion, we have, without ſcruple, turned all 
thy bleſſings this way. We have kept up 
our vanity out of this itock ; we have opens 
ed it to che demands of every prodigal hu- 
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mour ; we have hence qualified ourſelves 
for all manner of exceſs; and only there 
have been ſparing, where we had thy ex- 
preſs orders for diſtributing it in the help of 
the diſtreſſed. | 

This is ſome imperfe& account of thy 
temporal bleſſings entruſted in our hands, 
And how then ſhall we give an account of 
them to thee, our Lord? Quid faciemus? 
What ſhall we doe? 

And how is our condition mended, it we 
examine other talents left with us? If we 
conſider our health and /trength, which are 
j great bleſſings; how have we employed 
1 them? Has it been, in being more conſtant, 
| vigorous and intent upon thy ſervice; or in 
| taking greater liberties in idleneſs, extrava- 
j gance. and fin? How have we employed 
| that ſenſe, capacity, and reaſon, which thou 
haſt given us? Has it been in ſearching in- 
to the ways of eternity, and diſcovering the 
ſnares of ſelf-love and ſin; or in abuſing 
and over-reaching our neighbour; in con- 

triving means for the execution of evil; m 
' expoſing the diſcipline of the croſs, and ri- 
diculing what is facred ? 
19 O God! What is there of all thy bleſ- 

1 ſmgs which we have not miſ-employed ! 

* And how then ſhall we give an account! 


Ovid faciemus ? What fhall we do? 
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And if we look to thoſe things which we 
call the evils of this life, but in reality have 
been ſo many opportunities of gaining thy 


O God! we cannot pretend to this: We 
f cannot give ſo good an account of ourſelves. 

5 We know, by an humble ſubmiſſion to 

| the troubles of this world, we might have 

e cancelled that great debt that ſtands againſt 

e us, contracted by our ſins; and inſtead of 

1 this, we have increaſed the debt, and the 

4 number of our fins, by our impatience. 

t. By bearing injuries with meekneſs, we 

in might have prepared for having part in the 
* glory of Chriſt; and, inſtead of this, by re- 

od turning evil for evil, we have provoked hea- 

Ju ven againſt us. 

al By humility and filence under provoca- 
ks tions, contempts, and reproofs, we had the 

tv opportunity of being aſſociated to Chriſt; 

A and, inſtead of this, by our paſſion and im- 
Mr moderate reſentment, we have departed to 
8. a greater diſtance from him, as ſtrangers to 


his life and doctrine. | 

In this manner have we perverted, O 
God, all thy ſcourges and trials; fo far, by; 
our indiſcretion and, ill management, that 
where others, complying with the deſigns of 
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favour, and advancing towards heaven: 
What uſe have we made of theſe? Has it 
been according to the defigns of thy mercy ?- 


—— 
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thy providential mercy, have gained hea- 
ven, there we, by our impatience, have loſt 
it. 

O God, this is a ſad condition, not to be 
able to give an account either of thy bleſ. 
ſings or ſcourges, but to abuſe both. 

Wherefore, O Lord, having now, in thy 
mercy, made us ſenſible of our injuſtice, 
give us grace likewiſe to provide againſt the 
ſad effects of it; this, we ſee, is the deſign 
of thy goodneſs, in this day's parable; 
Grant we may truly underſtand it, and wiſe- 
ly follow the advice thou givelt us. 
| Thou haſt here plainly informed us, that 
4 there is no miſery ſo great, nor any ſtate of 


ſoul ſo unhappy, but there is ſtill a remedy 
for ſuch as are ſolicitous to conſider of 
; means, and have reſolution to execute what 
they foreſee will be beneficial to them. _ . 
g | Thou haſt here ſhewed us, how great an 
i intereſt we may make againſt the day of 
k accompts, by a good uſe of what is yet in 
| our power; if we will but ſtudy to engage 
the charity of others in our behalf; and by 
works of mercy, oblige our neighbours to 
become petitioners for us. 

Here thou haſt put us in mind, how 
powerful is charity, in order to thy mercy : 
And though by our injuſtice, our ond is 
become alt deſperate, yet that by aims, 
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and ſuch other comfortable aſſiſtance, as we 


t are capable of giving to thoſe in diſtreſs, we 
may ſtill move thy bowels of compaſſion, 
E and turn away that weight of judgments 
. which we have provoked againſt us. 
This, O God, thou haſt ſufficiently inti- 
7 mated to us, and we acknowledge the mer- 
e, cy of it. Wherefore, O Lord, we now aſk 
11 thy grace, that being confounded at the 
a thoughts of our paſt ill management, we 
＋ may effectually put a ſtop to all ſuch injuſ- 
e- tice, and be ſolicitous to make uſe of that 
expedient thou haſt ſhewed us. | 
Hi Grant, we may now ſincerely conſider, 
ot | what is yet in our power, and by what ways 
dy we are capable of giving comfort, counſel, 
of or any ways be aſſiſting to our neighbour. 
nat Grant we may lay hold of all ſuch opportu- 
| nities, and carefully improve what, by thy 
an own afſurance, is ſo much for our intereſt, 
of O God! how does the world here teach 
in us what we are to do? Whilſt there are 
age none in danger of ruin in the world, but 
by it they foreſee by what means they may 
$0 prevent the impending misfortune, they loſe 
no time, but by a watchful care, are ſolici- 
10W tous to catch at all occaſions that may af- 
CY * ford them relief. Thus all do, where this 
< 18 | 


world is the concern. | 
But now, while we are threatened with 
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eternal evils, and thou haſt told us, by thy 
own mouth, how we may be fecured 
againſt them; how very little care appears, 
for doing what thou ſo mercifully halt pre- 
ſcribed us? We confefs, therefore, O Jeſus, 
the truth of what thou haſt faid, The chil- 
dren of this world are, in their generation, 
wiſer than the children of light. While they 
are induſtrious for preventing lefler evils, 
we ſtand careleſs, and boldly venture thoſe 
which are everlaſting. 

But, O Jeſus, hear us now, and by thy 
grace, quicken us in all the concerns of our 
ſouls. Give us a ſolicitude like that which 
we have in worldly affairs, and let the 
watchfulneſs, the patience, and untired in- 
duſtry of worldly men be both a pattern 
and a ſpur to us. May we be as fearful of 
what 1s eternal, as they are of evils that 
muſt. ſoon end, and with a caution, like 
theirs, may we labour to prevent what we 
tear, | 

O Jeſus! this muſt be thy gift, to give 
new life to our ſouls, to change the object 
of our care, and turn our preſent ſolicitude 
from the things of this world, to thoſe 
which are eternal. Grant us this mercy, 
O Jeſus, and now from this moment, may 
we find our concern for eternity increa 
daily in our hearts. 
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Let us bray. 


Ercifully grant us, O Lord, we be- 

ſeech thee, the ſpirit both of think- 
ing and doing what is right; that we, who 
cannot be without thee, may live according 
to thee. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
thy Son. 


rr 
NIN TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


LUKE xix. 41, 47. 


HE ſubject of this day's Geſpel is the re- 
lation of Chriſt's coming near to Jeruſa- 
lem, and weeping over that people, becauſe 
they know not the time of their viſitation, nor 
the things that were for their peace. Hence 
let us pray, that from the tears of Feſus, we 
may learn to make a good uſe of our grief and 
tears. . 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who knoweſt how great our 
weakneſs is, in being ſubject on ſo 


many occaſions to inward trouble, grief, 
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and vexation of mind; grant us, we beſeech 
thee, thy grace, that from the tears of our 
Redeemer, we may learn where to indulge, 
and where to moderate our grief. 

Open our hearts, and give us light to un- 
derſtand, that fears and grief are not due to 
the troubles, contradictions, and diſappoint- 
ments of this life; and hence convince us, 
that we abuſe our tears as often as, upon 
ſuch occaſions, we fink under this paſſion, 
and yield to an impatient, ſullen, or affected 
grief. 

Make us ſenſible, O God, that all trou- 
ble is then vain, when we have no other 
fruit of our'grief, but to diſquiet and injure 
ourſelyes; when our tears can profit no- 
thing for the remedy of our complaints ; 
and our grief only ſerves to diſable us, for 
bearing that burthen which thou haſt been 

pleaſed to lay upon us. 

For what is it we pretend to in our 
grief? Can this bring back what is gone? 
Can this remedy the evil that afflicts us ? 
Can it make any thing of that not to be 
which now is? O God, we know all fuch 
thoughts. are deceitful; and that we put a 
cheat upon ourſelves, when being in afflic- 
tion, we take ſuch a way as adds to our 
misfortune, and can do us no good. 

We know that troubles muſt be in this 
life, and that our unhappineſs is not ſo 


% 
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much in meeting them, as in not bearing 
them as we ought. And does our impa- 
tience aud vexation help us to bear them? 
O God, we. contels, there is no help but 
from thee, and thy grace; and that, if in- 
ſtead of waſting our time and our ſpirits in 
unprofitable diſquiets, we fend up our cries 
to thee, in beſeeching thy mercy to ſtrength- 
en us under our trouble, and be our com- 


fort in it, we might then find the fruit of 


our endeavours, and meet heavenly bleſ- 
ſings to balance our complaints. 

But as our common method is to fit 
down under our troubles, to open our breaſt 
to vexation, and our heart to impatience, 
to give liberty to every diſquieting thought 
that is capable of heightening our misfor- 
tune, and at the ſame time fall out with 
our prayers, what help can there be in this? 

O God, we conteſs there can be none, 
and therefore are bound to acknowledge, 
that impatience, grief, and vexation are 
part of our misfortune ; they are our miſe- 
ry, and not our help. Hence, O Lord, we 
bel:ech thee, to prepare our hearts againſt 
them; and as for all grief, make us ſo wiſe, 
as then only to admit of it, when it ny be 
to our advantage. 

The charity of our blefſed Redeemer over 
feruſalem, has taught us to lament the un- 
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happy ſtate of ſinners, and the particular 
blindneſs of thoſe who, having the divine 
goodneſs calling upon them, and, by variety 
of expedients endeavouring to open their 
eyes, yet ſtill go on obſtinate and blind, 
and thus loſe the opportunities of turning 
away thoſe judgments which are ready to 
fall upon them. 3 

Here to lament, here to grieve, is warran. 
ted to us by the tears of our Redeemer, 
It is a caſe which deſerves our grief; and 
it is a grief which will have thee, O God, 
the rewarder of its tears. This is a grief 
of compaſſion, a grief of charity; it is an 
argument of the love of God, and of our 
neighbour; whilſt its only concern is, to 
ſee our neighbour miſerable, and thee, 0 

Lord, offended. 77 
0 God! and how much occafion is 
there for ſuch tears, whilſt ſo great a part 
of the world is yet heathen or Mahometan; 
whilſt Chriſtianity is deformed with hereſies 
and fchiſms ; whilſt wickedneſs and mjul- 
tice abound on every fide, and even thy 
own people are not exempt from the vi 
ces of unbelievers! ſuch infinite and num- 
berleſs multitudes poſting on to hell, and 
notwithſtanding all the wonders of thy mer: 
cies, ftill ungrateful and unmoved in the 

ways of fin; * 
O God, 


N 
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a O God, who will give tears to my eyes: 
e Who will open them 18th ſtreams of grief, 
J for that the nations of the earth have not 
ir known their God, and thoſe that know 
d, him, have departed from him. ue 
ag But it is not only for others, but more 
[0 particularly for mylelf, I have, reaſon..tp 
grieve, and with ſuch grief as may be proſi- 
* table to me. For when I caſt my eyes up- 
ek. on myſelf, what do I fee but paſt ſins and 
nd preſent diſorders ! What do 1 ſee, but an 
79 unhappy foul, which has ungratefully forſa- 
* ken its God; which being obliged, upon 
Ln a thouſand titles, to love him, loves every 
* thing elie beſides him; which being bound 
7 


0 Joo ſerve him, ſets up its idols, and ſerves 
"9 them inſtead of God ! 3 | 
O God! lo many, I confeſs, are my fins, 


1s ; 
1 * and ſo unhappy is my ſtate, through my 
P manifold unworthineſs, that I ſee realon 
tan; 
* enough to provoke my tears ; I ſee reaſon 


to turn all my grief this way, and to let no- 
thing of it be unprofitably waſted on any 
thing elſe, while here it is all due, and may 
turn ſo much to my advantage. 

It is to ſuch tears thou, O God, halt 
romiled to have regard; and ſo many are 
ne inſtances, which ſtand recorded of thy 
kcceptance of them; in turning away thy 
udgments, in diſarming thy anger, in mov- 
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ing thee to mercy, in opening the treaſures 
of thy goodneis upon wreiched finners, 
that I moſt earneſtly beg of thee thele 
tears. | 

I beg of thee, that the ſight of my vn. 
happy ſtate, occaſioned through fin, may 
be every day before my eyes; that I may 
every day tend up my ſighs before thee; 
and when any trouble happens, that I may 
then powertully ſupprels all grief, and ſay 
to wy ſoul; foul, why dolt thou afflict 
thy ſelf about rifles; when thou haſt thy 
ſins to lament, and, which call for ail th) 
grief? 

Thus, O God, may I employ all my 
grief, and giving a check to all other | trou- 
ble, may I open my heart to thee alone. 
il this grief may I bewail my tins, and by 

tears 'waſh away all that guilt which 
530 hitherto defiled my foul. Thus I may 
labour to move thee, O God, to compat 
ſion, and, through the blood of thy only 
Son, obtain that mercy which I fo much 
want. 

For this end I befeech 1168 O bleſſed 
Lord, to deliver me from the blindnets d 
the Jews. Theſe lay under the guilt of il 
greateſt crimes, and not knowing ide 
things that were for their peace, nor tit 
time of their viſitat ion, when thy mercy in 
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4 vited them to repentance, therefore were 
4 they made an example of thy jultice, and 
SY 

1 in the rigour of thy jullg nents they too late 


diſcerned the foulneis of their fins. 

. Let not this, O God, be my unhappy 
as: Wherefore I molt earneſtly beleec.1 
-ay thee to take from me all hardneſs of heart; 
de; luder me not to be a carelels and unthink- 
nay Nins ſinner; give me not up to a reprobate 
ſay (eale of doing my own will, and following 
1 my own ways, without being concerned 
thy how diſplealing they are to thee. 

thy This, I confeſs, is a ſtate, which, above 
al, 1 ought to dread; it is the very condi- 
Wtioa of the blind and perverſe J-ws : And 
if Jam like them, what can I expect, but to 


be ſurpriled with the like 1 8 puniſh. 
ment ? 


my 
trou- 
lone. 


. For however I may go on now, fond of 
mon ways, and thinking of no otaer 

pal lappinels, but of preſent pleaſure and fin ; 
one how long is it likely to go on thus? 


much ball not I at lengch be encompaſſed by my 


nemies ? Will not fickneſs and pain lur— 


bleſſed ile me? Shall not I be ſtraitened by ihe 
neſs Sonics of death? Confuſion and horror 
of tl Fill overwhelm me 2, and all hopes of relicf 
ug ie elag cut off, this body of fleth, which is 


_—_ lo much courted, all be cait out of 
Ercy i E. Y 
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100 Ninth Sunday after Pontecoſt, 


doors, as inſuſterable; and in * hands 
ſhall my ſoul be? 

This, O God, is the method of thy jul. 
tice, with thoſe who will not lay bold of 
thy mercy; with thoſe who will not con. 
ſider the things that are for their peace, 
while they have peace offered them. 
Wherefore, O blefled Lord, behold ! 
now humble myſelf in thy- preſence, and 
with all the powers of my ſoul beſeech thee 
to make me ſenſible of the unhappy {tate of 


having ſnatched me away in the midſt of 
my iniquities ; in calling upon me to ee. 
pent, and giving me opportunities of ma— 
king my peace with thee. 

heſe are great favours, O God, to me 
ſo unworthy a ſinner, and I now beg th) 
grace, that I may be ever mindful of them: 
Grant I may now make a good ule of the 
preſent mercy ; that the things that are for 
my peace may not be hid from me; that | 
may hear thy voice, and obey thy call ; that 
renouncing all the ways of fin, I may be lo 
licitous in this one point alone, of what! 
mall do to find mercy. 

O God, I confeſs my neglects have bee 
already too many; and it is too long I hate 
gone on bold, careleſs, and preſumptuous 
put a ſtop to this my unhappy courſe, aul 
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A ö N | by 03 708. | | [ 
if hicherto T have been hardened as a Jew, 
now let my converſion be ſincere, and may 
I follow thee as a true diſciple. 


Let us pray. 


IVE ear, O Lord, in thy mercy, to the 

prayers of thy ſervants ; and that they 
may ſucceed in their defires, make them 
alk thoſe things that are agreeable to thee. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


DDD 


TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.» 


LUKE xviii. 9, 14. 


I me 

5 ty HIS day's Gebel is the parable of the 
hem: Phariſee and the Publican, who went 
i ive / into the temple to pray; and being deſigned 
6 ior { avain/t ſuch as confide in themſelves, and de- 
chat Ve others ; let us pray that God would merci- 
; that A deliver us from theſe inward indiſpoſitions, 
be lo- Nich are /o very much diſple ing to him. 


Hat! 
Wal 
Let us pray. 


e been Bleſſed Redeemer, who cameſt upon 


[ hare earth to be our phyſician, to heal all 
tous; ROME inurmities, and on fo many occalions 
ſe, aul Wit laid belore us the danger of our diſtem- 
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can be more deſtructive to us, than to con- 
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Mill hateful in the ſight of God. That, if 
ue live to edification, in not tranſgreſling 


extreme poverty and miſery; and that, 2 


ſelves, we can do nothing Pas 18 good, 


pers, and the certain method for our cure: 
Mercifully have regard to us this day, and 
grant we may receive the benefit of what 
thou haſt taught us in this day's preſcription, 

Thou haſt plainly ſhewed us, that nothing 


fide in ourſelves, to preſume upon our own 
works, and to deſpiſe others, as being much 
interior to us. 'Thou haſt poſitively aſſured 
us, that. this alone is enough to make void 
whatever gocd we do, and in the midſt of a 
well-diſciplined and exemplary life, to be 


the commandments, if we faſt and give 
alms; yet all this will find no acceptance 
with God, it we over-value our own works, 
and deſpiſe our neighbour.” 
O bleſſed Jeſus, ſince thou haſt been thus 
plain, in dilcovering to us the malignity of 
this ſelf-confidence, preſumptzon, and pride: 
Grant we may be afraid of theſe evils, and 
with horror ſtart at the firſt thought of them, 
as at the approach of an infernal monſter. 
Give us gracc to be ever mindful of our 


of ourſelves, we are nothing, fo ol our. 


For what am 1, Lord, that I ſhould place 


any conhdence in myiclt, or be proud 0! 
1 


- 
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[ have every day convictions of my own 


bþ weakneſs, of my blindnefs, of my corrup- 
bat tion, indiſcretion, and manifold follies ; . 
51 ſee myſelf every day running into variety of 
ing evils, and that Whatever! propoſe, it is with 
$ by ſo little eFe&, that there is not one hour of 
on my life but I am evidently put in mind of 
1555 my miſerv, and that of myſelf I can 1 do no- 
985 thing that is good. 
100 | And what then have I to rilt's to ? What 
a 8. there in myſelf that can give me any ſe- 
„de curity againſt everlaiting mifery, if I were 
uy left to mylelf? O my God, there is nothing 
rom en which 1 can depend. All my help is 
* from thee, and therefore all my confidence 
ehr muſt be in thee. If I think aright, it is thy 
4 gift to me; if I propoſe what is good, it is 
tay light which directs me; if J avoid evil, 
1 it is thy grace that ſtrengthens me; if [ do 
ity ol what is juſt, it is thy mercy that enab les 
ride: me; if I bear troubles with patience, it is 
ond thy gift which ſupports me; bur if L think. 
chem, © do that which is evil, this, 0 God, is all 
. from mytelk. 
+ oa This is the truth of my poverty, and I 
* Sys -ly conteſs it to thee, that the evi- 
1000 ene of it lying before my eyes, I may be the 
ood. 75 tar prepa Ol azain't all thoughts Of vain- 
plac , gs ig in mylelt, ot of delpiſiag my 
ud eis gbr. 


E iv 


* 


104 Tenth Sunday 


Hence, O God, as for whatever good 1 
bier at any time done, I now bow down, 
and acknowledge that thou oughteſt to be 
glorified, and not I be eſteemed, for it. 
For all has been thy power and grace work- 
ing in a poor, helpleſs clay; as much thy 
power, as in the miracles which are wrought 
by thy Almighty hand ; ſince it as much ex- 
cseds the bounds of nature, for ſuch a cor. 
rupt, ſinful creature as I am, to work 
righteouſneſs, as it is for the dead to riſe, or 
thoſe that are born blind to ſee. 

And if the power be thine, what have I 
to glory in! Glory and thankſgiving are to 
be rendered to thee, O God, who ſheweſt 
thy power in ſuch weak veſſels. But, as 
for me, I have reaſon to fear, and to be 
humbled; I have reaſon to fear, leſt my 
pride ſhould corrupt thy gifts, and to be 
humbled to fee myſelf ſo extremely miſera- 
ble, as even to be in great danger of offend- 
ing the hand that helps me, and of proſtitu- 
ting that to ſelf. love, which is deſigned for 
the purchaſe of everlaſting glory. 

 Shew this mercy, therefore, I belgech 
thee, to thy ſervant, and may I be ever 
mindful! how great is thy goodnels to me, as 
of.en as I do any thing, well-pleaſing in thy 
ſight. May I then remember thy mercy, 
and hinng up my eyes to thy bountiful 
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hand, give thee the glory; glory for turn- 
ing thy eyes upon ſuch a poor creature, for- 
ſtretching forth thy hand to help me, for 
communicating. thy grace to me, and ena- 
bling me, by thy own gifts, to be partaker 
of thy glory. 

For this, O Lord, may J ever give thee 
the praiſe, remembering at the ſame time 
my own natural povery, which is at all 
times, of itſelf, incapable of all that is good. 
And hence, O God, may I be ever watch- 
ful againſt whatever thoughts occur, which 
ſeem to deſpite any neighbour, or give my- 
ſelf the preference to him. 

It is enough for me to be afraid of all 
ſuch thoughts, that I fee this to be one cha- 
racter of the Phariſee here mentioned; that 
he deſpiſed the Publican, and in this was ſo 
diſpleaſing to thee, O God, that heaven was 
ſhut to his prayers, and all the good he had 
done, found no acceptance with thee. 

This is enough, becauſe in this, O Jeſus, 
thou haſt informed me with thy own mouth, | 
how pernicious all ſuch thoughts of con- 
tempt are to thoſe that entertain them; and 
that many times there is no need of more 
for a Chriſtian to become contemptible wich 
thee, than to deſpiſe his neighbour. 

Deliver me, therefore, I beſeech thee, . 
[rom all ſuch thoughts, and let thy grace 

E v 
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help me in being watchful againſt them. T 


confeſs, O Jeſus, (uch is my corruption) 
theſe undervaluing thoughts are ever ready 


to ſtart in upon me, and nature 18 ever wil. 


ling to entertain them. Nature is ever rea- 
ay to take advantage of others failings, and 


' from 75 weaknelles, to ſet a value upon 


itſelf; little reflecting by whoſe power it 
3 403 that it is only the effect of thy 
nercy, that it is not beneath all. 
This, I confeſs, O God, is part of my fol. 
ly; but fince thou. haſt declared thy abhor- 
rence of all ſuch thoughts, I now beſeech 


thee to give me likewile an abhorrence of 


them. Make me fear them, as the treache- 
ry of an enemy, which deſigns nothing but 
miichief to me; and let me no more admit 
of ſuch falſe ſatisfadtions as caſts me dovn 
into the loweſt degree of contempt, 'while it 
flatters me with the vain opinion of being 
above others. | 

This, O God, I heartily deſire, may be 
thy mercy to me, to ſupport and ſtrengthen 
me againit this weakneſs; that I may no 
more be ſurpriſed into this pernicious folly, 
nor follow nature in fuch deſtructive ways. 

And not only in this particular, O Lord, 
but help me likewiſe in all others, wherever 
am in danger ot being deceived and miſled 
by pride. Thou bait ſufficiently cautioned 
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me agalnſt this ier by the aTurance here 
given me in this day's Gofgel: That whos 


ever xd bimſclf hall be humbled ; and be 
that humbles himſelf . ul be exa/ted. 

For now from.theſe thy facred4 words, I 
have a certain rule, that, as often as I ſet a 
value upon myſelf, or by any contrivance of 
words or ations, ſeek the reputation of the 
world, and pleaſe myſe! fin ſuch vain eſteeta; 
fo often | become my own enemy, loſing 
fvour with thee, my God, and being in 
te like proportion deſpiſed by heaven, as L 
eſteem myſelf, or deſire to be eſteemed value 

able upon earth. | 

O God! and what need I any other rea- 
ſon to. be afraid of this evil? For what other 
intereſt have I than to be in thy protectiun, 
O bleſſed Redeemer z- to be in thy favour, 
and through the participation of thy 22075 
merits, to hope that God will” have. rega 
to my Jabours, and receive me into his Sep 
nal peace! Without this, all whatever 1 wy 
joy upon earth can profit me nothing, but 
muſt all end in mi! ery and deſpair- 

And now, if by pride, L turn“: away thy 
eyes from me, mace void alt the good I. 
have ever done, and putting myſelf out of. 
thy protection, rank mylelt amongſt thoſe. 
unhappy once, Whom thou reliftelf; 3.18 not 
Ws the greateit of eviis, even fo great, that. 
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there 1s no enemy, no\, nor any dent, can 
deſign ine greater miſchief than this? 

Wherefore, O Lord, hear this my peti- 
tion; ſhew mercy to thy lervant, and deliver 
me from all the ſnares of pride. Shut m 
heart againſt it, and give me a due horror 
of all its attempts. Let me no more be 
ſurpriſed by its flatteries, nor court the 
world, by loſing thee, my God. Let me no 
more be fond of what deſtroys, nor ſtud 
and take pains for that which oy to 
fear as the way to hell. 

Rather, O blefled Lord, give me grace to 
know mylelf, and from this knowledge to 
lay the foundation of a ſolid humility. It 
is humility is the key to heaven, and opens 
the treaſures of mercy upon thoſe who have 
been the moſt wretched ſinners. It 1s that 
which gives a ſure title to thy favour ; and 
the Chriſtian cannot fail of being great 
with thee, who labours to be nothing with 
himſelf, - 

Grant me, therefore, I beſcech thee, an 
humble ſpirit; give me grace not to fear, 


but accept all that humbles; and as often 


as I appear before thee, let it be my method, 
with the poor Publican, to ſeek thy mercy 
in the humble confeſfion oi my unworthi- 
nels, arid of my ſins. 
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Let us Pray. 


GOD, who manifellelt thy Almighty 
power in pardoning chieſly, and ſhew- 


ing mercy : Multiply thy goodneſs towards 
us, that having recourſe to thy promiſes, 


we may be partakers of thy everlaſting hap- 


pineſs, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 150 


Son. 


FFFFP AHN NIN DARLA NCA 


ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


Mark vu. 31, 37. 


Hs day's Goſpel being the relation of a 

miracle wrought by our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, in curing a man that was deaf and 
dumb : Let us make it our petition, this day, 
that God would be picaſed to heal the diſtem- 
pers of our ears and our tongue, that we may 
learn to hear and ſpeak aright. 


Let us pray. 
Moſt bleſſed and ever-merciful Re- 


deemer, who hadſt compaſſion on all 
that ſought thy help en their diſtreſs, curing ' 
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their diſtempers, and affording. them relief: 
Have pity likewiſe on us, who. now. call 
upon thee; for, behold, we are many ways 
diſtempered. and ſtand in need of hy por. 
erful help for our relief. 

Look upon us, we beſeech thee, and 
conſider the manifold diſtempers ot our cars. 
In many caſes we are quite deaf, and have 
no cure but from thy hand of mercy. , Suf. 
fer us, therefore, to complain againſt our- 
ſelves, and to lay our misfortunes before 
thee, and may thy goodnels have compaſſion 
on us. 

How 0 are we, 0 God, when thou 
art pleaſed to ſpeak to us; when thou cal» 
leſt upon us, running on in our evil ways, 
and reproacheſt us with the danger and diſ- 
order of our lives? R. Have compayſicn on 
us, O Jeſus, and remedy whatever degree We 
have of this deafneſs. 

How deat are we, O. God, when thou 

utteſt us in mind of thy precepts, and of 
the ſanctity of thy Goſpel; and demandeſt 
of us to conform our lives to that holy.rule? 
R. Have compaſſ:on.on us, C Jas, and re me- 
dy whatever degree we howve of this deafneſs. 
low deaf are we, © God, when thou cal- 
leſt after us, reminding us "of thy rigorous 
judgments which hac Tal len upon ſinners, 
and wait for all thuitc who go on obſtinate in 
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the ways of ſin? R. Have compaſſion on us, 
OJeſus, and remedy whatever degree we have 
of this deafneſs. | (OP 2 0 9007, "Oe 

How deat are we, O God, to all thoſe 
preſſing arguments by which thy ſervants 
endeavour to awaken us, and bring us to a 
true ſenſe of our unhappineſs, and of the 
many ways by which we depart from the 
ways of life? R. Have compaſſion on. us, O 
Jeſus, and remedy whatever degree we have 
of this deafneſs. | 

ln theſe and many other ways are we 
ſubject to an unhappy deafneſs, ſuch as 
makes all thy inſpirations fruitleſs in us, 
and is the occaſion of our going on in 
dangerous and ſinful ways, without receiv- 
ing the benefit of whatever thou ſpeakeſt to 
us, either by thyſelf or thy ſervants. 

But now, O Jeſus, whil!t thou ſheweſt 
thy miraculous power in curing the deaf, 
ſhew thy mercy to us allo, and take from 
us this deafneſs, to which we are ſubject. 
Stretch forth thy hand, as thou didit to the 
poer man, and with thy ſacred fingers 
touch our ears. Mercifully open them to 
whatever thou ſhalt ſpeak to us; and ma 
the Tenſe of thy goodneſs to ſuch wretched 
ſinners, make us rejoice in whatever ways 
thou ſhait be pleaſed to call upon us. 

We are certainly milerable, as long as we 
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go on with our ears only open to the world, 
and only ſhut to thee. For in this we give 
ear to what confirms. us in our miſery, and 
flatters us in all our weakneſs ; but are pre- 
judiced againſt all that can do us good. And 
what is this, but to be in the high- way to 
deſtruction ! 

Wherefore, O merciful Lord, we now 
beſeech thee to hear us, and ſo prepare our 
hearts, that we may be ever ready to hear 
thee. For we confeſs we have no other 
way to be ſecured againſt that eternal miſe- 
ry which is before us. 

For, behold, O Lord, all that is in our 
nature is corrupt and if we hearkea to it, 
it leads ſtill farther into corruption. All 
that is without, is likewiſe corrupt ; ſo. that 
we cannot open our eyes, but it is ſtill with 
danger of being encouraged in what is evil. 
And where then is cur help and our hope, 
but in thee, O Lord; | 

It is thou only, O Jeſus, haſt the words 
of eternal life; and it is only thy words can 

ive life to our ſouls. Speak therefore, we 
beſeech thee, to thy ſervants, and teach us 
to hear the. Make us deaf to the world, 


and to all its decettul arguments, and may 


we no more give credit or attention to its 
perſuaſions. But to thee, O Lord, may our 
ears be open, to hear thee in whatever man- 
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ner thou ſhalt vouchſafe to ſpeak to us; 
whether inwardly to our hearts, or outward- 
ly by friends, or enemies, or books, or ſuch 


occurrences as are appointed the inſtruments 


of thy inſtruction to us. 
May thy words become pleaſing to us, 
being no more afraid to hear thy law, but 


opening our hearts with earneſtneſs to re- 
ceive it; as being that which gives light to 


our fouls ; ; and diſcovering to us the errors 
of our ways, is the ſureſt means to prevent 
our everlaſting miſery. 

May we no more find delight in hearing 


what is vain and ſinful; no more be pleaſed 


in letting the devil in by our ears; but be- 


ing cautious againſt all that deſtroys or diſ- 


ſipates, may a more ſubſtantial comfort ſuc- 
ceed, in hearing that which is to inform us 
of our errors, or help us in the obtaining our 
eternal good. . 

But this mercy we aſk, not only as to our 
hearing, but more eſpecially as to our 
tongue; for this, O Lord, is a difordered 
member, ſubject to ſo many diſtempers, that 
it ſeems above the cure. of all art or power 
but what is Divine. 

This, O God, we frequently experience 


every day, there being ſcarce few moments 


of our lives wherein our tongues are mov- 
ing, but it is with the guilt of ſome ſinful 


. 
L... „ . 
1 N o 5 0 
e 


— — — * — 4 
— — 0 . 
— ASSISI earn av. ae” 
2 1 
* To LS = \ 
1 N ear 
— * = 5 


= _. - \ = q g — 
— — cue es ——_  —_— — - 


we poor helpleſs finners do in governing 
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indiſcretion or exceſs. And how often is 
this, O God, not only in common failings, 
but even ſo as to let our tongues become 
the infiruments of the devil, for making 
war againſt heaven, in all that is provoking, 
and carrying death to our neighbours ſouls ! 

Theſe, O Lord, are fo, many and fo great 
evils, that we bave reaſon to call upon thy 
power and mercy to help us; for what can 
ſuch an engine, which runs before reaſon, 
and mixes poiſon and fin with our very 
breath ! | | DE: 7 

We may propoſe and deſire to keep it in 
ſubjection to thy law ; but what do our pur- 


_ poles avail, while our tongues out-run our 


very thoughts, and wait for no meaſures of 
its motion from what we propoſe. 

Be thou therefore, O Lord, our powerful 
Helper, and let thy grace aſſiſt us in govern- 
ing our tongue, which otherwiſe will be un- 
governable. Teach us to keep a {trict watch 
over all its motions; and having obſerved 
its manifold diſorders, may we labour to 
bring it under diſcipline ; may we teach it 
to obey, and by frequent reſtraints, make it 
ſenſible that it is not to be truſted. May we 
convince it, that there are laws of reaſon 
and faith, to which it ought to be ſubject; 
and. that to let it run on without conſidera- 
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tion, is a Privilege not to be allowed by 
thoſe who are to give an account of every 
de word." | 

Thus, O God, may a daily induſtry, un- 
der the bleſſing of thy grace, work a good 
effect in us, for the cure of thoſe many evils 
to which we are ſubje& in our words; and 
for cutting off thoſe ſinful liberties which 
we have hitherto taken to thy diſpleaſure, 
O Lord, and the preiudice of any neigh» 
bour. | Fe HIVE 

Hence, O moſt merciful Lord, we humbly 
beſeech thee, that our tongues may no more 
be at the command of our paſſions, nor of 
any of thoſe our ſinful weakneſſes, which 
ſuggeſt nothing but what is ſinful, or in fa- 
vour of fin. Put a ſtop, we beleech thee, to 
all theſe diſorders, by which we have fo 
often injured our own fouls, and offended 
thee ; and now may we begin a better me- 
thod, even the method of keeping then a 
ſtrict ſilence, when our tongues are requi- 
red to become the inſtruments of ſin. 

But then, O God, as we beg thy help for 
obſerving fuch a filence, ſo we likewiſe aſk 
thy grace for being delivered from all that ſi- 
lence which is diſpleaſing to thee. 

It is a ſinful fGlence, when we ſee thee 
offended, and for want of courage, dare not 


open our mouths for the reproot of ſin, or 
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in the cauſe of thy honour. - R. This is a 
finful filence, and we beſeech thee to deliver 


US 1 it. 

It is a ſinful ſilence, when in favour of 
floth or neglect we delay the confeſſion of 
our ſins, or wilfully conceal our ſins, when 
we undertake to confeſs them. R. This is a 
ſinful filence, and we beſeech ee to deliver us 
from it. | 

It is a ſinful ſilence, hay we neglect our 
prayers, and being eloquent in all other 
ſubjects, are only there dumb, where thy 
name 1s to be praiſed. R. This is a finful 
Silence, and we beſcech thee to deliver us from 
it. 

It is a ſinful ſilence, when, through anger 
or dilguſt, we refuſe to ſpeak to our neigh- 
bour, or omit any of thoſe remonſtrances 
which are neceſſary for making of peace. 
R. This is a ſinful ſilence, and we beſcech thee 
to deliver us from it. 

It is a ſinful filence, when we obſerve ſin- 
ful diforders in others, and let them go on 
unretormed for want of our ſpeaking, in order 
to their remedy. R. This is a ſinful filence, 
and we beſcech thee to deliver us from it. 

Many other ways, O God, there are, in 
which we offend by an unjult ſilence; but 
they are all known to tliee, our heavenly 


Phyſician, and are all ſubject to thy power. 
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Help us, therefore, we beſeech thee, and 
command our tongues to be looſed, as far 
as the devil has any part in making us 
dumb. Open thou our lips, O Lord, and 
teach us how to ſpeak, but let it be to ſpeak 
aright. That ſo for the time to come, we 

may learn both to be ſilent, and to ſpeak as 
thy holy law and the glory of thy name {hall 


direct us. 


Let us pray. ; 
„ e and everlaſting God, who 


in the abundance of thy goodneſs 
exceedelt both the merits and prayers of thy 
ſervants: Pour forth thy mercy upon us, 
pardoning what our conſcience dreads, and 
adding even ſuch bleſſings as we dare not 


prelume to alk, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriit, thy Son. | 


TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


Luke X. 23, 37. 


N this day's Goſpel, Chriſt, our Redeemer, 
having declared, That to love God with all 
our heart, with all our ſoul, with all our 
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 Frength, with all our mind, and our neighbour 
as eta; po is the certain tony to liſe everleſt- 
let us make it the ſubject of our prayer, 


8 aſh for this gift of God, this love io ſalva- 
Hon. 


Let us pray. 


Bleſſed Redeemer, who, in thy mercy, 

haſt ſo poſitively and plainly declared 

to us, That to love God with all our hearts 

= is the aſſured means for coming to tlie poſ- 
4 ſeſſion of God; enlarge. this thy mercy to 
4 us, we beſeech thee, and infuſe into our 
4 hearts this divine love, that ſeeking God 
as thou halt taught us, we may not be diſap- 


pointed in the happineſs we expect. 
his mercy, O Lord, we aſk with all the 


earneſtneſs ot our louls, becauſe we find our- 
ſelves ſo very far from that love on which 
our ſalvation depends. How miferable, O 

God, are we in this point, whillt inſtead of 
loving thee, our hearts are taken up with 
creatures, and we love every thing elſe be- 
ſides thee! - 

How earneitly do we run after hurtful 
trifles! How is our heart carried away with F 
deceitful tollies! And whilſt thou art in- | 
viting us to an eternal inheritance, how 
eager are we in purſuing our own deſires, : 
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fond of what pleaſes for a moment, and 
ſcarce moved with that unchangeable happi- 
neſs which faith propoſes! 

O God! in this we are miferable, whilſt 
having our only intereſt in thee alone, and 
having ſo many prefling motives to love 
thee, we are ſo ſtrangely charmed with 
plealing ſhadows, that we let every thing 
carry US away from thee. 

And it at any time, through thy grace, 
reflecting on tbis my miſery, | reſolve to 
ſtop thts unhappy courſe, and turn my heart 
to thee, to whom it belongs; yet ſtill, O 
God, low foon do I experience my own 
perverſemels, being preſently drawn away 
by every occurring accident, and becoming 
wholly unmindful of the covenant 1 have 
made with thee! 

Here, O God, I find both proſperity and 
adveriity are injurious to me. If things go 
well, I begin to ſeek reſt on earth, and the 
undue enjoyment of thy gifts takes m 
thoughts from the Giver. It troubles come 
to my portion, then inward uneaſineſs dif- 
E my mind, my ſpirit is oppreſſed with 
darkneſs and dulnets, and being full of com- 
plaints, I know not How to lift up my heart 
to wy God. 

Thus, O Lord, is my heart diſſipated, 
which thould be fixed on thee; cares di! 
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tract it, quiet flats it, temptations deject it, 
my infirmities diſcburage it, fears darken 
and terrify it, and every creature in its de- 
gree proves a kind of inare to me; lo that 
however I am convinced, that it is both my 

reateſt duty and ineteſt to love thee; yet 
till, how ſoon, how very ſoon, O God, is 
my heart turned away from thee, and bulied 
with impertinencies, things that have no 
reference to its only good ! 

O God! how milerable am J, in this un- 
happy ſtate! having a foul encompaſſed 
with ſo many infirmities, tied down to the 
earth with e of neceſſities, betrayed by 
my own pailions, expoſed to infinite dan. 
gers, and in itfelf ſo very blind, dull, and 
inconſtant, and even willing to be deceived; 
and yet, amidſt all theſe unhappy circum- 
ſtances, {till knowing it my duty to love 
thee above all things, and that my eternal 
well-being is wholly depending on this 
love! 

Behold, O my God, how my ſoul is 
ſtraitened: And what ſhall I do, if thou doeſt 
not ſnew mercy to thy ſervant! Wheretore 
I beleech thee, O molt gracious Lord, have 
compaſſion on me, and as thou haſt inſtruc- 
ted me in this great duty, ſo help me in the 
practice of 1t, 


And in the firſt place,-I moſt earneſtly 
beſeech 
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beſeech thee. to lay this principle immove- 
able at the bottom of my heart; that thou, 
my God, art infinitely good, infinitely holy, 
and infinitely happy. That thou haſt ex- 
preſſed an infinite love to me, in thy innu- 
merable bleſſings; and above all, in the 
work of my redemption. That thou alone 
art my only true and ſubſtantial good; that 
my only happineſs is in the poſſeſſion of 
thee; that whatever elſe I gain, cannot pre- 
vent my being eternally miſerable, if J gain 
not thee, 

Hence I make it my petition, that thou 
wouldeſt vouchſafe to take from me all im- 
moderate affection to created things, that I 
may love them no more than is conſiſtent 
with that love which is due to thee. Teach 
me to keep my heart to myſelf, and for 
thee; and let nothing, O Lord, have the 
command of it, but only thou alone, who 
rt the Lord of all. | 

Hear me, O bleſſed God, in this my pe- 
tition, for thou knoweſt how pernicious it is 
to me to open my heart to any creature; 
and that I am expoſed to all manner of evils, 
if this paſſion prevails, It is thy juſt judg- 
ment, O God, that they who give away their 
hearts, ſhould loſe their reaſon, and have 
darkneſs to guide them inſtead of light ; and 
what wonder then, if madneſs and folly 
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appear ſo often in what they do, ſince: having 
paſſion, inſtead: of reaſon, to govern them, 
it can be no ſurpriſe if they act againſt rea. 
ſon. And what muſt be the conſequence of 
this, but to be expoſed to infinite evils ! 

Wherefore I beſeech thee, O God, in thy 
mercy preſerve me from this weaknels ; 
eſtabliſh my heart againſt all fond and fooliſh 
paſſion, and grant I may be wiſe in ſtanding 
againſt its moſt remote attempts; and where. 
ever it is my duty to love, grant, O Lord, 
it may be a love according to duty, and not 
of paſſion. 
_ Beſides this, I make it my requeſt to thee 
to keep my heart moderate as to all worldly 
things; grant I may no more ſet my affec- 
tion upon any thing that is ſinful, extraya- 
gant, or vain : Deliver my ſoul from all the 
charms of worldly intereſt, of human great- 
neſs, and of all corrupt and dangerous en 
tertainments. | 

Grant I may be moderate in all my de- 
| fires, watchful againſt all paſſions, and fut- 
fer nothing to take place in my heart, which 
can deſtroy that liberty of mind, chat free- 
dom of ſpirit, which is neceſſary for every 
foul: that defires to love thee. / 

Hear me, O God, in theſe petitions I 
now make to thee, and knowing it my duty 
to love thee, my foul may be prepared for 


WL 
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this duty, and nothing be found in me to 
title that divine flame by which ay heart 1 18 
to be railed to the. 

And now, O God, ſince all my ndifpab3 
tions of heart are knawn to thee, and thou 
ſeeſt what it is at preſent that chiefly hinders 
me from loving thee as I ought ; have regard 
to me, I beſeech thee, and by thy merciful 
grace take from me this indiſpoſitibn, what- 
ever it be. Let my heart be no longer a 
ſtranger to thee, nor any thing keep polleſ- 
fon of it, which ſhuts out from it the love 
of thee, my God. 

O molt gracious and loving Father, O my 
ſovergign good, and the only happineſs of 
my ſoul! When ſhall I be ſo happy as to 
love thee above all things, to ſeek thee be- 


tore all things, and to deſire no other haps 
. pineſs but in thee: When {hail i v2 fo wile as 
. to give over the purſuit of what periſhes, and 


make it my only concern to obtain thee, the 
- only and everlaiting good: When hall my 


a ſolicitude ceaſe for vain, empty, and tempo- 
h ral things, and my heart be wholly free to 
2 eek thee with all its ſtrength 

y Thus, I confeſs, it ougat to be with me: 


But, O my God | how far, how contrary am 
L, to what I ought to be; whulit Lau ſubject 
to ſo many paſſions, am .Þ overwhelmed 


with darkneſs, and fo trequeacy 1 away 
1 
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with the diſtraction of a ſinful, worldly, or 
inconſiſtent heart! 

„Help me, therefore, I beſeech thee, and 
now by thy grace change the diſpoſitions of 
my inward man. Touch my heart with a 
coal from thy altar, and all earthly deſires 
being extinguiſhed, let a heav enly flame be 
kindled within me, ſuch as may raiſe my 
ſoul towards thee, my God, and ſtill go on 
Increaſing, till it brings me to the poſſeſſion 
of thee. 

Confirm me, O God, in this, and let not 
my uſual inconſiſtency any more return upon 
me. But now, from this moment, may [ 
plainly diſcover the comfortable fruits of 
divine love in my foul, in being faithful in 
all thy commandments, in thirſting after thy 
glory, in the love of every neighbour, and 
being ever ready to forſake the world and 
myſelf, rather than tranſgreſs thy law. 
Thus, O God, may 1 love thee, not in 
words only, but in works and in truth, with 
all my heart and with all my foul. Amen: 


Let us pray. 


LMIGHTY and merciful God, by 
A whoſe gift it proceeds that thy people 
render thee a grateful ſervice: Grant, we 
beſeech thee, that without fin we may go 
forward to the obtaining thy promiſes, 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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LUKE xvii. 11, 19. 


HIS day's G:fpel is a relation of the ten © 


lepers; wwho mecting Chriſt, ficod afar 
%, and lifiing up their voice, cried out to 
him for help; and being ſent by him to the 
priz/ts, were all cured, and one only of the ten 
returned io give thanks. Hence, ſince the le- 
proſy is the emblem of fin, let us beg, this day, 
that being ſenſible of our own unhappine/s 
through fin, wwe may follow the method of theſe 
lepers in ſecking and finding help. 


Let us pray. 
GOD, who haſt ſufficiently informed 


us of the hatred thou bearelt to ſin: 
Stew mercy to us, this day, we beſeech 
tee, and give us a true ſenſe of our fins; 
that ſecing the deformity of them, we may 
be Hence moved to ſeek help from thee in 
luch a manner as to obtain what we want: 


judgment ppon finners, than to let them 
F 11 


We confeſs, O Lord, there is no greater 
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go on blind and inſenfible of their own 
unhappy ſtate, without apprehending the 
horror of their crimes, or reflecting either 
upon the preſent miſery in which they are, 
or upon that greater miſery which 1s ite 
for them. : 

This, O God, is the greateſt of all un- 
Happineſs, for them to go on eaſy and un. 
concerned, and yet to be under thy dif. 
pleaſure; to be in a ſtate deteſted by thee, 
and. ſuch as is doomed to an everlaſting 
baniſment from thy preſence; and yet to 

zo on without ſenſe or thinking, as if they 
had no reaſon to be concerned. 

O God, what is this but the moſt deplor- 
able of all blindneſs, the moſt frightful of 
all miſeries! And what are thoſe Chriſtians 
who are thus blind ! What are they ! Though 
they have all the advantages this world can 
give them; though they are admired for 
their riches, and beauty, and ſtate; though 
they are in dignity above others, and have 
all the ſatisfaction their fouls can defire: 
Yet {il amidſt all their pomp and glory, 
they are the molt wretched of all creatures; 
there is no milery ſo great as theirs; and to 
be the moſt lamentable ſpectacle in an hol- 
pital, to have a body conſuming with worms 
and ulcers, racked with pain, and falling in 
pieces with rottenneſs, though diſmal enough, 

yet {till is a miſery much leſs than theirs, 


* 
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| Wherefore, O Lord, we ON thee, be 
merciful to us, and deliver us from this 
blindneſs of ſoul. Though we have been 
unworthy ſinners, yet, O God, let not our 
ſins be hid from us. Open our eyes, and 
give us a true fight of our unworthineſs; 
may we he ſenſible of our inward ſtate and 
whatever have been, or are, at this time, our 
preſent diſorders, by which we tranſgreſs 
our duty, make them, O God, evident to 
us; and let no falſe light, no deceitful co- 
lour or diſguiſe, cheat us into a falſe peace. 

If our ſouls are now deformed through 
ſin, give us a a ſenſe. of our deformity. For 
though the ſight of fin in the next lite, is 
the puniſhment of ſin; yet to ſee it in this 
lite, is a mercy, and even that mercy by 
which it is to be remedied. 

Hear us, therefore, O God, we beſeech 
thee, and by the help of thy grace, may we 
no longer go on in deceitful ways ; may we 
no more cry out, Peace, peace, where there 
is no peace; nor pretend all is well, when 
our ftate is ſo unhappy, as to deſerve com- 
pathon and tears. 

No, bleſſed Lord, let, not this blindneſs 
be our portion, let not this blindneſs be the 
puniſhment of our unworthineſ. Rather, 
O God, ſhew us to ourſelves, and may we 
lee the evil of all our ways: Enlighten our 
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darkneſs, that we. walk, not on, with a falſe 
ſecurity an the ways of death, . 

And may this, O Lord, be the happy 

effect of knowi ing ourſelves, chat we may be- 
come humbled in our own eyes; that we may 
think ourſelves unworthy to appear before 
thee, and therefore appear with fear ; think 
ourſelves. unworthy to be heard, and there- 
fore cry out aloud, as often as we direct our 
petitions to thee, | 
O God! how grateful, how powerful is 
the addreſs of an humble ſoul to thee! And 
how much wiſer is that ſinner, who, con- 
ſcious of his unworthineſs, keeps for ſome 
time at a diſtange; than he who, with too 
much confidence, preſumes to approach thy 
throne ! 

We confeſs, O God, there is a diſtance 
of neglect, which 1s ſinful; and there is a 
Liſtance of immoderate fear, which is a, ſnare 
to a pious ſoul: But the diſtance of up 
lity is ever well-pleaſing to thee, and his 
prayer is ſo forcible, that thou canſt not 
reſiſt it. 

O God, may it be ever freſh in my mind, 
at how great diſtance my ſins have removed 
me from thee; let the fight of this diſtance 
keep my ſoul bumble. as ever looking .upon 

mylelf as one unworthy to be regarded by 


thee. Under this lenſe of unwortkinels may 


a 
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ever pour forth my prayers; but with this 
hope, that the more ſincerely Lam humbled 
in my own eyes, ſo much the more favour- 
ably 1 ſhall be regarded by thee. 

This L aſk moſt particularly, when I ſeek 
from thee the pardon of my fins. Then, O 
God, may I remember how infinite is the 
diſtance between the foulneſs of my crimes, | 
and the ſovercign holineſs of thee, my Lord. 
Then may I conſider the great deformity of 
my ſoul, cauſed by mortal fin ; which bein 
made beautiful, even to the likeneſs of God, 
has by my iniquities been made a monſter, 
ſuch as obliges thee to hate it,” and with 
ſuch a hatred, that either the fin mult be re- 
formed, or the ſinner, with his fin, be caſt 
into the abyſs of hell, there to become the 
eternal object of thy juſt ſeverity. 

O God, and how deep then is the abyſs. 
into which my ſoul has been cait by my num- - 
berleſs iniquities! How far have I been re- 
moved from thee! From this abyſs may I 
cty out to thee, as a poor, diſtreſſed, and 
forſaken creature; as one who is altogether 
helpleſs, who bas. nothing, but motives. of 
deſpair from himſelf; and having no comfort 
or expectation but from. thee, fees thy anger 


moved againſt him, from whom his help. 
can come. 
FY 
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O blefſed God! what motives: has every 
criminal ſinner for being humbled under the 


conſideration of this unhappy ſtate! How 
ought he to condemn his own preſumptuous 
folly in offending! How ought he to lament 
his unworthineſs? And with what earneſt- 
neſs of fou! ought he to raiſe his voice, who 
from ſuch an abyſs, from ſuch a diſtance, 
calls out to thee for help? 

This then it is, O merciful Lord, I beg 
of thee, that as often as my crimes oblige 
me to ſeek thy mercy, I may thus be hum- 
' bled under the fight of my unhappineſs, and 


cry out to thee, as from the depth of an 


abyſs in which my crimes have buried me. 


Let this humility, this fervour of a thirſty 


foul, be my conſtant help, as often as I 
endeavour, by repentance, to leek. thy 
mercy. 

And if 1 ſhall be ſo hagpy in as to obtain it, 
in the diſcharge of my guilt, and in che 
cure of whatever leproly is the diſtemper of 
my ſoul; then, O God, may I not forget 
the hand from whence this mercy comes; 
but, like the grateful Samaritan, return and 
give thee thanks. 

Then may I return to thee, and falling at 
thy feet, acknowledge the greatneſs of thy 
mercy, in being lo favourable and good to a 
poor ſinner, who ſaw nothing in himſelf 
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but miſery and unworthineſs, and now ſees 
ſuch wonderful effects ok thy goodneſs to 
abound. 

O Jeſus! may I never turn my back upon 
thee, after ſuch proof of thy compaſſion and 
mercy; for what muſt there be in ſuch neg- 


lect, but a reproach of the blackeſt ingrati- 


tude; and a plain argument, that I want 
both a ſenſe of my own miſery, and likewiſe 
of thy mercy towards me? 

Let then thankſviving be my conſtant. 
practice after all bleſſings received, and, in 


particular, after the bleſſing of mercy in 'the 


pardon of ſin. But, O God, let it not be 


a thankſgiving of words only, but merci- 


fully grant that my works may be anfwer— 
able to the profeſſion of my lips. 

May I make my life a thankſgiving-. 
oſtering, in carefully watching again't the: 
return of all former weakneſs; and la- 
bouring with my belt endeavours not to 
fall again into the ſame miſery, from which 
thy goodneſs has ſo mercifully delivered 
me. 

In this point, O God, may I ſtrive to- 
ſnew my gratitude, and give proof of the 
value 1 ſet upon the bleſſings received. For 
if 1 again heedleſsly, or unconcerned, re- 


lapſe into the ſame evils, where is the ac- 
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knowledgmept, of thy mercy in | farther 


No, my God. it is plain — K is none; 


it rather expreſſes a contempt of all thou 


haſt done. Wherefore, I beſeech thee, ne- 
ver to let this provoking ingratitude be m 

guilt. But as I deſire to give thanks for 
all thy favours towards me, ſo for the 
bleſſing of a ſincere repentance, and being 
cleanſed from my ſins, 1 moſt earneſtly de- 


ſire that my thankſgiving may principally be, 


in being moſt careful againſt the return of 


fin, and more faithful in all whatever be- 


longs to thy ſervice. Let this, O God, 


be my gratitude to the end of my life. 


Amen. 


Let us pray. 
LMIGHT Y and ev erlaſting God, grant 


us the increaſe of faith, hope, and 
charity; and that we may obtain what thou 
haſt promiſed, make us love what thou 


commandelt, through our Lord Telus Chriſt, 
thy Son, | 


233 


LY 


d e EEEEEEEES 


Wobbls n 80 54 AFTER PEN T E- 
COST. | 


Marr. vi. 24, 33. 
N this day's Goſpel, Chriſt. our Redeemer 


declares 4 all his followers, I hat they can- 
not ſerve God and mammon, that is, riches : 
And for cutting off the arguments of a co- 
vetous and worldly mind, he ſhews how un- 
reaſonable is all immoderate ſolicitude for what 
belongs to this world, and that it is not agree- 
able to the Chriſtian profeſſuon : Accordingly, 
this day, oy us direct our prayers. 


Let us pray. 


Bleſſed Redeemer, who in this day's 

Golpel haſt been pleaſed to diicover 
to us how great 1s the danger of 2 5 
and that if the immoderate love of money 
and worldly intereſt command our, hearts, 
we can be no longer eſteemed thy ſer an: 
Mercifully grant we may truly open our 
hearts to this leſſon, and ever live wa: ul 
againſt this evil, which thou haſt declared to 
be ſo pernicious to us. 
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Grant, we beſeech thee, that while the 
many neceſſities of this life oblige us to pro- 
vide for a ſubſiſtence, we may not, upon 


this pretext, open our hearts to the immo- 


derate deſire of gain, ſo as to let this car. 
ry us beyond the bounds of what i is reaſon. 


able and juſt. 

Defend us, O Lord, from this uſurping 
paſſion, becauſe we are ſenſible, that where 
this governs, there thy law muſt foon be 
cover- ruled; while it is either fo wilfull 

blind, as not to ſee the bounds which thou 
haſt ſet; or ſo wickedly ſubtle, as to find 
reaſon to pals them by; or ſo violent, as 
raſhly to tranſgreſs them. 

This, O Lord, we ſee every day; there 
being nothing ſo very baſe, diſhonourable, 


and unjuſt, but a covetous and worldly ſpirit 


finds reaſons to undertake it, and lives on 
with a ſeeming ſecurity in the practice, as if 
a preſent intereſt were reaſon enough to 
make any thing lawful! 

O God! how do we ſee thy law every 
where trampled on by this tyrannic evil? It 
has baniſhed juſtice from all manner of com- 
merce ; ſo that even Chriſtians cannot deal 


with one another, but they muſt be watch- 


ful, as againſt an enemy, that will rob them, 
if he can; and even thoſe, who profeſs 


piety, and know thou haſt forbidden alt 
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over-reaching, live on with as much peace in 

this practice, as if they had no concern or 

dependence in keeping thy commands. 

It has corrupted all public courts and 
tribunals ſo far, that intereſt is generally 
more powerful, than innocence or right. It 
has facrilegiouſly broken into the very al- 

tar, and laid thoſe things open to favour 
and ſale, which ought not to be diſpoſed of, 
but by the choice of heaven. 

Thus, O God, we ſee this one evil of 
worldly intereſt and gain has ſo much cap» 
tivated the minds of men, that, led along by 
its prevailing power, they trample on thy 
whole law, and make all thy command- 
ments yield to its unjuſt demands; ſo far, 
that Chriſtendom is much disfigured, and 
no man is ſecure from being made a prey. 

'Theſe being the unhappy triumphs of this 
evil, we molt earneſtly beſeech thee to ſe- 
cure us againſt. all its attempts. If thou 
ſeeſt it has already gained power within our 
| breaſts; be merciful to us, reſcue us from 
this tyranny, and ſet us at liberty. O God! 
luffer not this deſtructive paſſion to reign, 
where thou, O Sovereign Lord, oughteſt to 
have the full command. 

But if we have been hitherto free from its 
contagion, let it be thy mercy for ever to 
defend us from it. Let it never be able to 
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gain poſſeſſion in our ſouls, or to draw us 
out of the way of thy commandments” But 
as often as any intereſt is before us, let us 
ſtill be governed by jultice, and never tranſ- 


greſs thoſe rules which thou haſt given us 


for our direction. | 

And in this, O God, we aſk thy light and 
grace, that we may not deceive ourſelves; 
that no degree gf covetouſneſs may diſguiſe 
injuſtice, and by deceitful arguments per- 
| ſuade it to be lawful: That we may not 
walk on ſecurely in ways which have no- 
thing to warrant them but common prac- 
tice ; but at all times carefully examine how 
far thy law approves, what cuſtom recom- 
mends. - 

Upon this principle, O moſt Sovereign 
Lord of ou hearts, may we never, in any 
kind of dealing, uſe frauds, nor over-reach 
any neig Hour; but proceed with all fin- 
glen dis und candour of mind, as thy law 
pow »1#hb-;, without ſeeking any other ad- 
vVoiitane, beſides that which juſtice allows. 
For chough guſtom undertakes to warrant 
another practice, yet, O God, let not cul- 
tom be any rule to us againfi thy law. 

And not only in this way, but in all 
kind of buſinef whatever, may we ſtill 
make juſtice our rule: at all times, ſtand- 
ing with relolution againſt all taoie propo- 
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ſals, which, are preſſed by Intereſt, Mitment 
truth or right. 

For this end, O Lord, behold, we Gan. 
der our hearts to thee, without reſerve ; be- 
ſeeching thee to take poſſeſſion of them, 
wholly to rule and command them; for we 
ſee plainly we cannot ſerve both God and 
mammon; and that if the love of riches 
commands: in us, we ſhall ſoon come to neg- 
lect thy commands, O God. 

But that we may be more out of danger 
of this tyrannic evil, we beſeech thee to 
make us apprehenſive not only of a covet- 
ous, but likewiſe of a ſolicitous ſpirit. ä 

Thou, O Jeſus, haſt ſufficiently ſhewed 
us, in thy Goſpel, how much all immode- 
rate ſolicitude is unbecoming the chriſtian 
profeſſion; that it is unreaſonable, unprofi- 
table, and being the method of unbelievers, 
ought to be avoided by thoſe who have 
faith, and put their truſt in thee. 

Wherefore we beleech thee, O bleſſed 
Redeemer, to deliver us from this unhappy 
diſpoſition. We confeſs it to be a weakneſs, 
to which we are very much inclined; we 
are bent with too great a concern upon the 
things of this world; we are too ſolicitous 
in our wants; too eager in our deſires ; too 
apprehenſive in our fears, and too much de- 
jected upon approaching difficulties. 
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And, O God! how. great the i ineonveni- 
encies are, which attend this unhappy tem- 


per, is too well known to thee; there being 


nothing that more diſcompoles and darkens 
a ſoul, making it unſit for all the duties of 
ſalvation, than this enen of a 
worldly ſpirit. 

Upon which conſideration, we make it 
our moſt earneſt petition to thee, O heaven- 
ly Father; that whereas by the diſpoſition of 
thy providence, we are attended with many 
neceſſities, and theſe neceſſities oblige us to 
care, we may be faithful in this careful part, 
and learn the practice of being careful, 
without being ſolicitous. 

O God! how happy ſhould we be, could 
we gain- this point! How would our minds 
enjoy a certain freedom unknown to world- 
ly ſouls, and in the midſt of all diſcourage- 


ments, reſt with an aſſurance in the accom- 


pliſhment of thy holy will! 

And why, my ſoul, doeſt not thou labour 
to obtain this —* 7 15 not God all. ſufficient, 
and has he not promiſed to take care of all 


. thoſe that put their truſt in him? Has not 


he all things in his power? And is not he 
capable, by infinite ways unknown to. thee, 
of preventing all thou feareſt? 

Turn therefore now to him, and caſt all 
thy care upon his fatherly protection. 
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O God, I confeſs myſelf to be entirely in 
thy hands, with all that belongs to me, and 
that whatever thou ordaineſt, muſt certain- 
ly come to paſs. Behold, therefore, rejoi- 
cing in this thy power, I wholly commit 
myſelf to thy protection, and I earneſtly 
beg, that with an entire confidence I may 
reſt in thee. Do with me as thou pleaſeſt; 
order all things belonging to me as thou 
pleaſeſt ; and whatever happens, may I ſtill 
abide ſatisfied, that it is, as thou haſt ordain- 
ed it, and that nothing can be better for 
me, than what thy infinite wiſdom has ap- 
pointed. | 

In this, O God, may I lay the foundation 
of all my reſt ; and whenever dejecting fears 
begin to diſturb me, may I then turn to- 
wards thee, and ſay, Lord, I am in thy care, 
and 1 fear not what all the world can do 
againſt me. eat 

This, O Lord, is what I defire from my 
heart; this I beg of thee, who art the foun- 
tain of all goodneſs: Hear me, therefore, O 
merciful Father, and ſuffer me not any lon- 
ger to be ſubject to this diſquieting evil. 
Teach me to go on with a quiet and peace- 
able mind ; may I bend my thoughts upon 
the preſent duties of the day, and abandon 
myſelf into thy hands for all that is to 
come. | 
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May my only ſolicitude be, to come to 
the poſſeſſion of thee, who art my only 
good; this, I confeſs, is the one thing necel- 
ſary, and without this, all the reſt is an un- 
profitable perplexity, a waſting my ſoul in 
+ vain. Draw my foul, therefore, I beſeech 
thee, O God, from all exceſs of worldly 
care, and having been hitherto divided 
about many things, may I now labour to 
poſſeſs all in thee. | 
To what is all my paſt perplexity come? 
And what farther can I expect of all my 
anxious thoughts? All muſt end in duſt, 
and nothing will remain of all my eares, 
but another perplexity, for having waſted 
my ſoul upon this world, when 1t ought to 
have been lecking an eternal reſt. Why, 
therefore, my ſoul, doeſt thou torment thy- 
ſelf? turn to thy God, and reſt in him. 


Let us pray. 


RESERVE thy church, O Lord, we be- 
ſeech thee, by thy perpetual mercy ; 

and becaule, without thee, our nature is al- 
ways frail; by thy help may it be delivered 
from all that is ſinful, and directed in the 


way of ſalvation. Through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thy Son. 


FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


LUKE vii. 11, 16. 


HIS day's Goſpel is a relation of a mira- 
J cle wrought by Chriſt, in raiſing the 
widow's ſon. He jaw ber trouble, and bav- 
ing compaſſion on her, commanded her not to 
weep, and forthwith reſtored her ſon to life, 
Hence, let us pray, That whatever our trou- 
bles be, we may ſugfer ihem in ſuch a manner, 
as to move Chriſt ts have compaſſion on us, and 
help us. 


Let us pray. 


God, who art pleaſed to exerciſe us 
with many troubles in this life, both 

in puniſhment of our ſin, and for our im- 
provement in virtue; mercifully- aſſiſt us 
under all our trials, that we may ſuffer in 
luch a manner, as to move thy compaſſion, 
and obtain thy help, either for our deliver- 
ance, or for making advantage of our ſuf- 
ferings. | 
We confeſs to thee, O bleſſed Lord, the 
great difficulty we have in bearing any trou- 


— 
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ble, and that, through our impatience, we 
are then more in danger of increaſing our 
ſins; than of making atonement for our pait 
offences; we are then more in danger of 
loſing what virtue we have, than of gaining 
more. 

And who Mes ſhall help us! Who 1s our 
helper in all our other infirmities ? It is 
thou, O Lord: We have no ſalvation, but 
from thy goodneſs ; none but in thy mer- 
cy, to which our hopes are raiſed through 
the infinite merits of thy only Son. If we 
turn away this mercy from us ; if by our 
perverſe, ſinful, or careleſs humour, we ſhut 
up thy bowels againſt us, we are certainly 
miſerable, and mult unavoidably periſh in 
our own corruption. 

And is there danger then of turning any 
thy mercy from us, in time of our ſuffering! 

R. Yes; we muſt confeſs it, O God, there 
is danger of turning away thy mercy from 
us, in time of our ſuffering. 

If in time of our trouble we become i im. 
patient, and open our breaſts to vexation, 
worm NN and diſquiet. 

R. F we thus ſuffer in an unchriſtian man- 
ner, there is danger of turning away thy com- 
paſſion from us. 

If in time of our trouble we fall into de- 
jection, and being caſt down, will not 
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raiſe, up our ſpirits, nor {trive to ſeek: com- 
fort in thee. 


R. If wwe thus ſuffer in in an unchriſtian man- 
ner, there is danger f turning away thy com- 


paſſion In am us. 


If in time of our trouble, we ſtand ſullen 


againſt all advice, and forſaking our prayers, 


ſeem to be at a difference with thee our 
God. 


R. If we thus ſuffer in an unchr iſtian man- 


ner, there is danger of turning away thy com- 
paſſion from Us, 

If in time of our trouble we become paſ- 
ſionate againſt our neighbour, and by provo- 
kitg language excite him to anger. 

K. If we ſuffer this in an unchriſtian man- 
ner, there is danger of turning away thy com- 
þaſſrm from us. 

if in time of our trouble we-break forth 
into raſh, profane, and ſcandalous expreſ- 


ſions; if we ſwell with pride, malice, and 
meditate revenge. 


ner, there is danger of turning away thy com- 


paſſion from us. 


Behold, O God, we all confeſs it bs 
betore thee, that if ; in time of our trouble, 
alfliction, or diſquiet, we take ſuch ill me- 
thods, we cannot then expect thy compal- 


R. If we ſuffer thus in an unchriſtian man- 
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ion to be moved upon ds, e cannot look 
for thy grace to help us in bearing our trou- 
ble, or in delivering us from it. 

And is not this an unhappineſs we ought 
to lament in ourſelves, thus to increaſe our 
'own trouble, thus to turn away thy help 
from us, when we are moſt in want of it;? 

O God, make us ſenſible, we beleech 
thee, of this our blindneſs and indiſcretion, b 


and let our complaints be no more againit 7 
others, but againſt ourſelves, ſince our k; 

- greateſt misfortune is not from others, but pe 
Nom our own ill management, by which W 
we add fin to our trouble, and arm heaven 
againſt us. 


For what injury could the while world 
do us, if when affliction preſſes, we had im- 
mediate. recourſe to thee, our God? If by 
an humble patience and prayer, we labour- 
ed to engage thy mercy to us, and had thy 
infinite power and goodneſs concerned in 
our relief? 

Ihis, O God, would not be our misfor- 
tune, but our happineſs, thus to have tem- 
poral troubles, even at preſent, recompenſed 

with heavenly comforts, and to have Jeſus 
commanding our tears to ceaſe, with a N 
flere, Weep not, as he did to the widow. 
| Whietefore, O ever-blefled Redeemer, we 


moſt humbly beſeech thee to give us thy 
grace, 
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grace, that whenever any trouble ſhall: fall - 
upon us for the time to come, we may re- 
ceive it, and beat it in ſuch a manner, as 
not to add to our misfortune by our impa- 
tience, paſſion, and indiſcretion; but ſo as 
to turn thy compaſſion to us, and ſind in thee 
our comfort and our help. | * 
each us, at the firſt approach of trou- 
ble, to check all growing unealineſs, and to 
raiſe our hearts towards thee, without whoſe 
knowledge and permiſſion nothing can hap- 
pen to us. R. Teach us this practice, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee. - 

Teach us to bow down, and by a true 
ſubmiſſion, to humble ourſelves under thy 
hand, and under whatever weight thou ſhalt 
pleaſe to lay upon us. R. Teach us this 
practice, O Lord, wwe befeech thee. _ 

Teach us, under ail trouble, to confeſs 
our unworthineſs, and looking upon our 
us, not to complain of thy ſcourge; but to 

wonder rather that our ſcourge is no great- 
er. R. Teach us this practice, O Lord, we 
befeech thee. - POR. TIE 

Teach us to deſpiſe all human-comforts, 
and that being born tor eternity, it is beſt 
tor us to be freed from all that which, plea- 
ſing for a moment, puts us in hazard of lo- 


ling what is to be our eternal comfort. R. 
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146 Ria Sunday 
Teach us this practice, 0 Lord, WE, ach 


| thee, 


Teach us, from all preſent uneaſinek to 
turn our hearts towards thee, our God, and 
by prayer, to ſeek from thee both, preſent 
comfort, and everlaſting relief. R. Teach 
us this praclice, O Lord, we b:ſeech thee, 

Inſtruct us, we beſeech thee, in theſe few 
leſſons, and teach us ſuch a method in all 
our ſuffering, that we may find thee a com- 
paſſionate and loving Father, and not be lo- 
{ers in that which is deſigned for our good, 

This we aſk, O God, with the greater 
concern, becauſe we cannot be long in this 
world without ſome trouble or other. We 
meet them where we are; and wherever we 
change, we ſtill find them returning upon 
us. We contrive to fly from lome, and itil! 
are ſurpriſed with others; and though we ge— 
nerally think the preſent always the greateſt, 
yet whenever we are delivered, our coin- 
plaints are again renewed from others, that 
now ſeem as great as the former. 

Thus we go on deceiving ourſelves ſtill with 
the hopes of peace; but little thinking of 


preparing by patience to bear thoſe troubles,, 


which cannot fail of coming to our ſhare. 
We are ever thinking of the world's mend- 
ing; but do not think of mending our- 
ſelves: Whereas if we but once changed, 
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ſo as with an humble mind to be ever waits 
ing for what is due to our ſins, we might 
then go on, and with peice and improve- 
ment bear every burthen. | Na 

Wherefore we beſesch thee, O Lord, to 
prepare our ſouls this day, for all the diffi- 
culties of life: Give us grace to labour in 
overcoming our uſual impatience z let not 
every little contradiction be enough, as hi- 
therto, to raiſe a ſtorm within us. Let ns 
remember, that troubles are neceſſary for 
us, and that we in vain pretend to be diſci- 
ples of a crucified Maſter, if we have not yet 
learnt to bear at any time the croſs. | 
Bearing the crols is one half of our pro- 
feſſion; it is that to which Chrilt himſelf 
has called us, and to which he has promiſed 
a crown. What then is our Chriſtianity, 
if we {till ſtand out againſt this part of our 
profeſſion; if upon the approach of every ordi- 
nary provocation we yield under impatience, 
become dejected, or break forth into a flame ? 

Is this according to what Chriſt has 
taught? Or is it the way to his promiſes? 
O Jeſus! we confels it is not. It is nothing 
but what our nature teaches, and the ver 
method of heathens, even of thoſe who have 
no knowledge of thee, nor of the happineſs 
thou haſt promiſed to ſuch as ſuffer with 
thee. Aud how long are we to go on thus, 

G 1 
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who profeſs to be Chriſtians 1 ee 
of chy Goſpel ? MELEE 

O bleſſed Redeemer, have mercy on us, 
and teach us to change this method. Teach 
us to ſuffer as Chriſtians, and that, as often 
as we come under any trouble, we are then 
called to ſnew whoſe diſciples we are. It is 
then we have an opportunity of doing the 
greateſt good to ourſelves, and of moving 
thy compaſſion upon us. Grant we may 
not in this be ſtill our own enemies, and by 
our . impatience provoke thee to forſake 
us, when we are moſt in need of thy 
help. - 


Let us Pray. 
O Lord, let thy perpetual mercy purity 


and preſerve thy church : And becaule 
without thee it cannot be ſecure, let it always 
be under thy gracious protection. T hrovgh 
our e Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


| ers- 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER Pang 

COST. 
LUKE xiv. 1, 11. 
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miraculous cure, wrought on the Sab. 
bath-day, of the man fick of the dropfy ; and 
Chriſt's reproving the pride of the Phariſees, 
in their taking the firſt places, in all public 
meetings. Fence let us accordingly offer pray- 
ers, and make our petitions. 


Let us pray, 


VER blefled Redeemer, who waſt 
pleaſed to exerciſe thy power and thy 
mercy, in giving health to the fick : Shew 
the like mercy to us thy ſervants, and having 
compaſſion on us in our diſtreſs, heal all 
our diſtempers. 

Thou ſeeſt how great our miſery is, and 
that there 1s nothing found within us: We 
are of ourſelves a mals of corruption, of in- 
firmity and diſeaſe; and our ſtate demands 
compaſſion, who ſeldom undertake or pro- 
poie any thing that is good, but we preſent- 
11] 


HE ſubjed? of this day's Goſpel is the 
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ly and. unthinkingly are ſurpriſed in ſome 
extravagant or finful thought. 

O God! what a ſtate is this, to be fo un- 

happily blind and weak, as even without 
deſign, to be ever running into evil! To be 
fo difhcult in propoſing what is well-pleaſing 
to thee; and then to be fo eaſy, in e 
corruption, to overthrow our belt deſigns! 
_ Have compaſſion on us, we beſeech thee, 
in this our unhappineſs, and in thy mercy 
heal us; give new life to this barren clay, 
that it may bring forth the fruits of the ſpi- 
rit, and be faithful to its maker. 

Give us ſtrength to ſtand againſt our cor- 
ruption, and let us no longer conſume under 
the violence of our diſtempers. It is afffict- 
ing to us, to ſee how great our obligations 
are to thy infinite goodneſs, and how much 
diſabled we are, through our many infirmi- 
ties, from diſcharging our duty. 

O God! when wilt thou appear in our 
cauſe, aſe ſtretch forth thy powerful hand 
to help us! Behold, we have our eyes upon 
thee, as upon our only phyſician; we expect 
no relief, but from thee. Thou haſt all 
things in thy power, and there needs no 
more, but thy word, and we ſhall be healed. 

Have mercy on us, who here call upon 
thee; hear our deſires, and receive our 
fighs, We acknowledge our infirmities to 
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be a burthen to us, it is our trouble to meet 
with ſo much contradidtion in performing 
the ſervice we owe thee; and it is our daily 
grief that we ſo often offend thee. 

And for me, O merciful Jeſus, behold I 
lay all my 1niquities before thee; I com- 
plain of myſelf, who am fo very weak, who 
every day make, propoſals of being more 
faithful, and every day find my weakneſſes 
returning upon me. I find now, by a long 
experience, | have nothing good of my own 
ſtock, and that whatever my endeavours are, 
| have ſtill reaſon to complain of my unhap- 

inels. 
O God! when will the time come, that 
T1 ſhall be a conqueror of myſelf, and fee my 
nature wholly ſubject to thy law? It is what 
I fincerely. deſire; and therefore, for this 
end, behold, O bleſſed Redeemer, I ſurren- 
der my heart into thy hands, moſt earneltly 
beſeeching thee to work a perfect cure in it. 
Take from it all that corruption which ſo 
often leads me to evil; remedy all that 
weaknels, by which I lo eaſily trangreſs thy 
law, and mercitully confirm it with fuch 
heavenly itrength, that 1 may cheerfully ſub- 
mit to ail the difficulties of a chriſtian life, 
aud faithfully diſcharge all che duties be- 
longing to it. 
Do with me, O heavenly phyſician, as 
En 
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thou Ain“ ang! put we I. Whatere er method 
thou pleaſeſt 4 5 aK nothing but the cure 
of my inbrm. corrupt. and diſtempered Toul; 
but as for the ;neans, let this be entirely. thy 
choice, without any yelerve to myſelf. O 
divine and merciful Jeſus, be my PRyſiciany 
and heal me. 

And that J may the more effe&ually ob. 
tain what 1 alk, I beg this grace of thee, that 
as this tick man was brought to thee on the 

Sabbath, who fo eaſily found his cure: 50 
I may conſtantly remember, this day, and 
that as often as it retyrns, I may not fail of 
ſceking thy help. 

Then, O God, as thou haſt ordained it, 
may my heart be withdrawn from the con- 
cerns of this world, and wholly turned to 
the greater buſineſs of eternity. On that 
Gy may I take time to look into the ſtate of 

my foul, and fee how it ſtands, with regard 
to that everlaſting being, into which I am 
to enter. 

Then may I, with an impartial ane ex- 
amine what are the preſent inſirmities of my 
inward and outward man; what hikewile 
and how great is the danger of my diſtem- 
pers; by what means they are likely to in- 
creaſe, and. what is neceſſarily to be done 
tor their cure? Ihen may 1 conſider of a 
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proper adviſer, and. contrive ways, for all, 
that can, be judged neceſſary for . -- 

Then eſpecially may TI turn to thee, the 
only phyſieian of my foul, and by repeated, 
petitions importune for thy help. Then 
may I ſend up my defires and ſighs before 
thy throne, and beſeech thee to have com- 
paſſion on me, under the many infirmities 
to which Jam ſubſect. 

It is thus, O God, thou haſt taught me 


to ſeek thy mercy ; and by appointing me a 


day conſecrated te eternity, halt given me 


fre quent opportunities of ſeeing my own 


milery, and coming to thee for the relief of - 


all my complaints. 
Grant, therefore, I may be faithful in ma- 


king ule of this day. according to thy own. 
appointment; and that being ſo much in 
want of thy help, I may not give that time 
away to unprofitable reft, to unneceſſary 


erf to lazineſs or ſloth; and much lels 
watte it in idle or profane entertainments. 


O God, may I never thus abuſe thy mer-- 


cy, which is fo ſolicitous for doing good to 
my ſoul; but rather labour to value It, as* 
ir deſerves; and ever make uſe of that diy 
which by thy own mouth is particulatl 

ſanctified to eternity. And, O God, m K 


never be to f blind, as then to in- 
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creaſe my Uiſtempers, when thou RY me 
to ann 

And ſince at this time, 0 Jeſas;! while 
thou cureſt the man ſick of the dropſy, thou 
likewiſe takeſt occaſion to reprove the pride 
of the Phariſees, and ſheweſt how injurious 
It is to them, in declaring, that whoever ex- 

alts himſelf; | ſhall be bumbled ; mercifully 

grant, that I may have ever a due fear of 
this evil, and never think favourably of it, 
whilſt thou haſt ſo poſitively declared thy 
diſpleaſure againſt it. 

Deliver me, therefore, I beſeech thee, 
from all vain opinion of myſelf, and from 
the defire of being eſteemed by others, and 
may I ever be upon the watch, to ſuppreſs 
all thoſe inward motions of my heart, which 
tend towards the magnifying myſelf. 

For ! ſee plainly all ſuch propoſals and en- 
deavours are unjuſt. I ſee myſelf to be ma- 
ny ways miſerable, under the variety of cor- 
ruption to which I am ſubject. I fee my- 
ſelf miſerable, under the heavy burthen of 
my paſt ſins; 1 fee myſelf miſerable, in be- 
ing ever forward and induſtrious to increaſe 
my miſery, and to run mm day farther 1 in- 
to thy diſpleaſure. | 

And being thus poor and ße how 
unjuſt muſt all my deſires be of baving this 
contemptible clay eſteemed, admired, and 
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thought valuable! O God, I confeſs the in- N 


juſtice of all theſe inclinations; and there- 


fore now beg thy grace, that I may never 


ietd to them; but rather look on them as 
unreaſonable and ſinful ; ſuch as I cannot 
wilfully favour, without drawing ran zr 
ſelf thy diſpleaſure. 
Grant I may ever be mindful of the i inju- | 
ry I do myſelf by all the endeavours of 
pride; and whatever I gain this way, that it 
is {til} to my greater loſs; even the loſs of 
thy favour, O God, and the enn, thy 
power againſt me. 

For is it not by thy own ſpirit I am aſſu- 


ted, that God reſiſts the — and that 


they, who exalt themſelves, hall be hum- 
bled? And what now can be equivalent to 
this? What will it avail me, to have the 
whole: world ſpeaking to my advantage, if 
thou, O Lord, ſtandeſt againſt me? What. 
will it benefit me, to be raved in the opini- 
on of men, and be deſpiſed by thee? O 
God, I confeſs, nothing can be to my advan- 
tage, if thou art againſt me: And there 
can be nothing of true comfort in being ho- 
noured by the world, if, at the ſame e 1 
am contemptible before thee. e | 

Wherefore I beſeech thee, O Lor d. that 
by thy helping grace I may be. airatt}, of. 
pride, as of my; greateſt enewy ;. even tur. 

G i 
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an enemy, as by the Mares of a little plea- 
ſing breath, deſigns to rob me of my eter- 
nal inheritance. - 

And inſtead of pride, O God, may I ſtudy 
the true value of humility, and ſeeing, how . 
ftrialy it is commanded, and how great are 
the promiſes made to it, give me grace, I 
beſeech thee, to embrace, on all occaſions, 
that which humbles; making nature ever 
yield to what is at preſent unealy to it, up- 
on the hopes of thy favour, and the aſſu- 
rance thou haſt given, that fuch as humble 
themſelves, ſhall be exalted by thee. | 

O God, whatever portion thou pleaſeſt 
here on earth, fo J may come, at my depar- 
ture out of his life, to be exalted in thy 
kingdom. Stoop therefore now, my ſoul, 
and chuſe what humbles, that thou mayeſt 
be well pleaſing in the ſight of God, and be 


great in the kingdom of heaven. 

AY thy grace, O Lord, we beſeech 
N thee, at all times go before, and fol- 
low us, and make us always ſolicitous in 


doing good Through our Lord Jelus 
Chriſt, thy Son. 


Let us pray. 


SEVENTEENTH $4.56 AFTER Pune. 


Mate. TE” 35» 4 Se 


N this day's Goſpel, a doctor ' of the law” 
enquires of Chriſt, Which is the great 


commandment in the law? To whom Chri/t 
anſwers, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 


with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 


and with all thy mind. The fecond is like 


to this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 


thyſelf: Upon theſe two commandments 


depends the whole law and the prophets: 


Hence let us accordingly direct our prayers. 


Let us pray. 


=—_ 


VER bleſſed Redeemer, who waſt plea- 
ſed to confirm this great precept, and 


in this ſhewedſt to thy followers on what 


they were to depend for their ſalvation: 


Mercifuliy grant that we, who profeſs thy 
faith, may be zealous obſervers of thy law, 
and eſpecially of that thou e to be 


the greateſt. 


Grant we may be ſolicitous to love thee, 
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not only i in proſeſſion or in words, but from 
our hearts, as thou commandeſt, and with 
all our ſouls; that while all depends on 
this, we may not be wanting in this fend | 
mental obligation. 

O God, we have reaſon to aſk this with 
the moſt fervent application of our ſouls; 
becauſe we ſee how neceflary it is for us to 
love thee, and yet ſcarce ſee any true argu- 
ments of this holy loving abiding in us. 

We ſee plainly ſelf. love abounding in us; 
there being ſcarce any thing we think, 
ſpeak, or do, but ſelf-love has a ſhare in the 
direction of it. And how can we think 
that we love thee, O God, with all our 
hearts, when we ſee ſelt- love ſo much pre- 
ing in us? 

We tee likewiſe the love of the world 
abounding in us; there being ſcarce any 
action belonging to human life, but ſtill 
this has the principal influence; directing, 
commanding, reſtraining, or forbidding, 
with regard always to the maxims which 
the world has ſet up. And how can we 
think that we love thee with all our hearts, 
when we ſee the love of the world 1 1s fo very 
much prevailing in us? 

We mult confeſs, O God, one glance at 
the general method of our lix es, is enough 
to make us fear, ſince we ſee o very much 


deter Pentecoſt.” 159 


of our lives devoured by the love of ourſelves 
znd'ot the world, that we cannot find any 
plauſible colour, even ſo much as for the 3 
retext of loving thee with all our hearts. þ 
For if this ſacred love had the paſſeſſion 
of our hearts, would it not ſubject all that 
corruption which is within us to thy holy 
law? Would it not raiſe in us an earneſt de- 
fire of doing thy holy will, and make us 
ſolicitous at all times to keep thy command- 
ments? Would it not quicken in us a zeal 
for thy honour, and ſtrike us with a fear 
of every thing that is diſpleaſing to thee? 
Would it not raiſe in us a jealouſy of all 
that is dangerous, and. make exceptions; 
againſt all the arguments of deceitful charms?! 
Would it not oblige us to deſpiſe, or have 
but little value, at leaſt, for all that is tem- | 
poral, and make it our great concern tod 
come to the poſſeſſion of what is eternal? | 
Thus, O God, if we loved thee with all 4 
our hearts, this love would certainly have | 
the command of our hearts; 1t would com- 1 
mand its affections and deſires, its fears and i 
its hopes; all its paſſions and. motions would 1 
be regulated by it, and on every occaſion | 
we ſhould diſcover, amidſt many inclina- | 
tions, that this ſtill over-rules the reſt, | 
Thus certainly it would be in effect. And nn 
have not we then reaſon to double our pe- 


* 
* 
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3 to thee this day, O God, while look- 
into dur hearts, we fee there: fo many 

bald reigning, the world commanding, 
ſelf. love directing; all under the diſtraction 
of vain concerns and impertinent ſolicitude; 
but how ſeldom, O God, how very ſeldom 
does that holy Ive 4 ppear, which ſhould 
command all, except only in the profeſſion 
oftpurtips'? e 

Wherefore, O moſt gracious Lord, we 
beſeech thee to receive our petition we make 
to thee in this point, and mercifully grant 
this one thing we aſk of thee, That we may 
love thee with all our hearts. O God, we 
are ſenſible how great this commandment is, 
and how difficult it is to us in this ſtate of 
our pilgrimage, where we are in the midſt 
of fo many temptations, diſtractions, and 
paſſions: Where we have ſo many various 
objects to take up our thoughts, ſo much 
buſineſs with earth, and ſuch variety of fol- 
lies, which draw our hearts from thee. 

Wherefore, O merciful Lord, we beſeech 
thee to have compaſſion on us; and-confider- 
ing all our weakneſs and the many difficul- 
ties of our ſtate, vouchſate accordingly to 
prepare our hearts with thy holy grace; 

dba. amidſt all diſtractions, they may feck 
thee as their only happineſs, and 1 17 thee 
as their N Soon l. 
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for: this. . we implore thy. pcmagtul 
help, O. God, for rooting out of gur hearts 
all Rafal paſſions, which have. hitherto with 
violence poſſeſſed our ſouls, and. blindly car- 
ri:d us away both from thee, our Lord, and 
from the ways of thy commandments. Let 
none of theſe, O God, remain in aur hearts, 
becauſe we know all our pretence of loving 
thee is vain, and nothing but mockery, as 
long as our ſouls are under the diforder of. 
fuch paſſions. - -- | 

Be merciful, 
and now on this day, wherein we are taught 
the great duty of loving thee, grant there 
may nothing remain in us which is cont 
to this duty; but ſo purify our ſouls by thy. 


therefore, to us, O God. „ 


grace, that. from this moment we may re- 


nounce all that which has hitherto hindered | 
us from Weg thee. 


L 


Help us in this, we beſeech tee; — 1 


though it - very difficult, yet we confels, as 
all things. created, ſo likewiſe our hos: 


are wholly ſubject to thee: Shew, therefore, 
thy power, and command a change in them.; 


give an effectual check to all our vicious in- 
clinations, and raiſe others in our ſouls, 
which may bend us towards heaven, and 
give us wings to our hearts, to ſeek - hs! 
things that are above. 


By thy powerful grace break all our ill 
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cuſtoms, that we may no longer go on in 
evil ways, nor any more take delight in 
ſuch things as are not pleaſing to thee., 0 


God! this is our great misfortune, which, 
if not prevented, is likely to determine our 
_ eternal lot. We love things that are hurt. 
ful to us; we are fond of ſuch. ways and 
things as are injurious, if not deſtructiye of 
that ve which is due to thee: And our 
moſt prevailing diſlike, is generally of ſuch 
exerciſes, reſtraints, and ſelt-denials, as thou 
haſt preſcribed to thoſe that love thee: 


And how then ſhall we love thee, if thou, 


O God, doeſt not work a change within us, 
and either mend this our unhappy temper, 
or give us ſtrength to ſtand againſt it? 

Hear us, therefore, O God, and prepare 
our ſouls to love thee; prepare us for our 
duty, we beſeech thee, and let this prepara · 
gn be that very love which thou demandelt 
of us. 

Open but our hearts, and plant in them 
this holy love, and then all will be prepared 
in us. This would help us to overcome all 
difficulties, and to turn all that, to good, 
which at preſent is our greateſt, misfor: 
tune. 

For, O bleſſed God! | if we 1 Thr” truly ow 
thee, then ſhould we break all thoſe chains 
which at preſent enſlave us; then ſhould de 
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ſtand with reſolution againſt the violence of 
ill cuſtoms, and oppoſe ' thoſe inclinations 
which now'lead'us into fin. _ 13 
Then ſhould we be content with all the 
trouble we have' both in our temporal and 
ſpiritual life. We ſhould go on with an 
humble ſubmiſſion under every croſs, and 
even rejoice in thy will, though with con- 
tradition to our own. We ſhould be con- 
tent with all the uneaſineſs of our inward 
ſtate, and peaceably bear both the humilia- 
tions of our own inconſtancy and weakneſs, 
and likewiſe -of that dryneſs and darkneſs 
with which thou art pleaſed to exerciſe 
us. | | 
Thus, O God, if we did but ſincerely and 
perfectly love thee, we ſhould love thee in 
all thy will, and in thy whole conduct over 
us, and with readineſs embrace whatever 
= be a means of preparing our ſouls for 
thee, 3 
| O my God, be merciful to me, and grant 
me this perfect love. This one thing I aſk 
of thee, That I may love thee with all my 
heart. Behold, 1 ſurrender my heart into 
thy hands, and willingly give up all the ſa- 
tisfactions I either have or can have in this 
ite, ſo 1 may obtain that one ſatisfaction of 
loving thee. 
All other comforts are vain, periſhin 


| | 
| 
1 
1 
| 
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and deceitful; they cannot fill a ſoul ere- 
ated for thee, but amidſt them all, it re- 


mains ſtill reſtleſs and empty. Thou, 0 


God, haſt made our ſoul capable of thee, 
and it cannot have any true reſt till it reſts 
in thee. O God, grant, I beleech thee, my 


ſoul may thirſt after thee, and that as long 


as it abides in this pilgrimage, it may ſtill 
teel this thirſt, and never think of being ſa- 
tisfied, till through thy mercy it comes to 
the poſſeſſion of thee, | | 


Let us pray. 
FX RANT, O Lord, we beſeech thee, to 
thy people, that they may avoid all 
ſnares of the devil, and with ſincere minds 


only follow thee, their God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


EMBER-WEEK IN SEPTEMBER» 


ON WenNesDAY. 


Mark ix. 16, 28. 


ins being Ember-Week, we are 10 lech 
| this day, according to the church's ab- 
pointment, in faſting, humiliation, and prayer; 


ö 


— 
- * 


and this in thanſgiving for the fruits of the 
earth, as likewiſe to beg the bleſſing of God for 
our preſervation' from all peftitential drRempers, 
and to implore a-particular mercy on all thoſe, 


who, at this time, are promoted to holy ar- 


ders. 


And firſts let us. give thanks for the fruits of 


TD EFORE thee, O Sovereign Lord, we 
appear this day, acknowledging thy 
great mercy to us in whatever the earth has 
brought forth this year, for the ſubſiſtence 
and uſe of man. | 
All this we muſt confeſs to be the effe& 
of thy bounty towards us. For that how- 
ever man may labour in the earth to make 
it fruitful, yet it is not in the power of all 
the learning, riches, ſtrength, or art of the 
whole world, to procure ſuch weather as 
is ſeaſonable for its bringing forth a crop; 
and when it is loaden with fruit, we are 
ſtill at the ſame loſs as to ſuch weather as is 
abſolutely neceſſary for gathering and bring - 
ing it in. In this we can do nothing; and 


if thou art not pleaſed to give a proper ſea- 


lon, we may {till periſh in the fight of plen- 
ty, and receive no benefit of whatever bur- 
then is upon the earth. ? 

Thus we acknowledge, O God, all we 
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have received this year is the work of thy 
goodneſs; and in theſe cuſtomary things, 
which we ſeem to expect of courle, there is 
ſtill the effect of thy mercy to us. Such 
mercy, to which thanks are due, and there- 
fore we cannot be unmindful of it, without 
the guilt of ingratitude. : 


Wherefore behold, O God, we now bow 


don and adore before thee for this thy 
oodneſs-to us ſinners, who being unwor- 
thy of all bleſſings, {till find ourſelves en- 
compaſſed with the wonderful effects of thy 
bounty, For this, O Lord, we bleſs thee; 
for this we deſire that all creatures, both in 
heaven and earth, may give glory to thy 
name, and with hymns of praiſe confeſs thee 
to be the fountain of all good. Praiſe, glo- 
ry, and adoration be to thee, O God, for 
this thy mercy to us ungrateful ſinners. 

But while we give thanks for thy bleſ⸗ 
ſings, we muſt till preſent our petitions for 
the obtaining of new ones. Grant there- 
fore, we beſeech thee, that in the uſe of all 
the fruits of the earth, we may be gratefully 
mindful of thee, our Benefactor, that we 
may uſe them for our ſubſiſtence, and not 
abuſe them to thy diſpleaſure. 

Permit us not, O Lord, to turn thy blel- 
ſings to ſin; nor to ſacrifice thy favours to 
the demand of a diſordered appetite, This 


gift. 
that 
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is ſo wretched an ingratitude, that we can- 
not bear it from others in any caſe, where 
we are the benefactors: Grant therefore we 
may never be ſo ungratefully blind, as to 
make thy bounty the occaſion of our ſn. 


Let us pray likewiſe for a healthful ſeaſon. 
Bleſſed Lord, who haſt given us life, 
preſerve, we beſeech thee, thy own 

gift, and grant us ſuch a portion of health, 
that we may be able to diſcharge all thoſe 
duties which belong to us. 

Grant us, at this time, a healthful ſeaſon, 
and let no peſtilential diſtemper afflict us, 
whether in man or beaſt. In this, O God, 
we appeal to thy infinite goodnels for the 
grant of our requeſt; for if thou regardeſt 
our iniquities, both in the abuſe of thy 
creatures, and of our own health; we muſt 

confeſs we can expect no favour in what we 

alk, but rather be puniſhed in every thing 

that belongs to us. 
| But let not our unworthineſs, O Lord, be 
che meaſure of thy judgments; but, accord- 
e Jing to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
to have compaſſion on us. And ſince we 
are ſenſible of our own ill management, let 
thy compaſſion go ſo far, as not only to 
grant us the bleſſings we aſk, but likewiſe to 


8 pleaſed to beltow upon us. O God, how 


* 
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direct us in the good uſe of what thy bounty 
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— merey in the conſtant ſupply of 
—— non And 6 
ho reelle our ſm in the abuſe of them! 6 
Prevent in us, O God, this ſin, and let not f 
ſuch a A: N be 75 Pen our n 
| n 
n 


reproach. + 

Let us pray likewiſe for all thoſe 30 . 
out the church, are at this time Ane to 
2 orders. 


OST gracious Redeamer, wins haſt Z 
appointed paſtors over the-flock, to 
feed and / govern it, and are ſo far charged 
with the ſouls of the faithful; that they are 
to render an account of as many as are un- 
der their care. Mercifully aſſiſt all thoſe 
who have undertaken this charge, that 
through thy grace they may ſatisfy all the 
obligations of it, both to the glory of thy 
name, and the good of as many ſouls as are 
under their care. 

In particular, we beſeech tive, the good 
Shepherd, to have regard to all ſuch as at 
this time, throughout thy church, are ad- 
mitted into the levitical order, or pro- 
moted to the dignity of prieſthood. Let 
theſe be ſuch only as thou haſt called; and 
being called by thee, vouchſafe to diſtinguiſh 
Wem by ſuch graces as may fit them for 
that great adminiſtration” which they are 0 
hold under thee. This, 


This, O God, we earneſtly EF 


to thy — args it is thou alone 


canſt them for what they under - 


take; and the good of thy people is ſo 


much depending on them, that they cannot 


miſcarry, but with the ſcandal and os of 
many. 
Ove therefore the treaſure of thy 


upon them, and give them an apoſto olic 


ſpirit, who are called to the office of the 
Apoſtles. Communicate to them, we he- 
ſeech thee, a prudent zeal for thy glory, 


and a true love for diſcipline, and make 


them ſenſible, bow very much Wen pon 


the example they give. 
. Wherefore, O Blefled Rana a 


ſafe to take from them the love of money, 
and of a worldly ſpirit : And make them 


ſuch true lights to thy faithful, that while 


they preach thy goſpel, their lives may 
preſs the ſame doctrine they-preach.* 

Happy thoſe paſtors, whoſe 1 are 
continual fermons! but thrice unhappy 
thoſe, who having undertaken to preach 
Chriſt, give encouragement to a worldl 
life, and by their example, teach their 
flock to admire and love it! 

0 God, let thy grace prevent this wil, 
fortune in ſuch as are now ordained. In- 
ſpire them with thy holy love, and being 
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ſet apart for the ſervice of the altar, may 
the ſanctity of their profeſſion appear in 
their lives, and thy name be glorified in 


theſe thy ſervants. 


Hear theſe our prayers, 0 Father of in- 


finite goodneſs. *' 
R. A oo merci ifully grant « our Wooten. 


Liet us Prop: 


E beſeech thee, 0 Land; may our 
- weakneſs ſubſiſt by the remedies of 
thy goodneſs : That decaying by our own 
nature, we may be ſupported by thy mercy. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
The - fame isto be Sas on Frid r and 
Seturſtay: | 


A — 


e SUNDAY. AFTER Punrs- 


COST. 
Mar. ix. 1. 8. 


T ITIS day's Goſpel relates, bow a man fick 


of the palſy being brought to Chriſt, le 


aid to him, Son, be of good heart, thy fins 
are forgiven thee. Hence let us beg of © Chriſt 


aur Redeemer. that, whatever our diſtemptr 


after Pente. 271 
be, 02 may Nil be of good Ing 4 145 ue 


aur Wi, pt bim. th ff 


Let + us rn. a Tas 
SAVIOUR. ky mankind, who haſt 
ſhewn--thy mercy ſo many ways to 

ſinners : Grant we may be ever mindful of 

what thou haſt done for our falvation, and 
on this foundation of thy goodneſs, build 

ſuch a firm hope, as amidſt all our repeated 

weakneſs, {till to retain a ſure contdenyeſn in 

mee. 110 14 | 

We nt 0 God, our ſins - are. 1 
multighid; and our infirmities ſo often 
return upon us, even amid(t our moſt ſin- 

cere endeavours for amendment, that we 

cannot look at our unhappy ſtate, with- 

out danger of dejection, nor more parti- 

cularly conſider it, but with the hazard of 

deſpair. - , 

Hence, O Merciful Father, we hand in 
need of thy grace, to ſtrengthen us in hope, 

and to confirm us againſt the misfortune 

of theſe evils. For though all our infirmities 

are our unhappinels, yet we know, none 

is more be to feared, chan that of a dejected 

mind. 

This is a mare, by which the Joel 
charms poor fouls into a certain dulneſs, 
* > "3p. 


as. OR. v 
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and wrakens all thoſe ſprings by which their 
hearts ſhould be moved in all the, works of 
eternity. It - diſcourages the uſe of thoſe 
means,” which thou haſt appointed for our 
help, and tempts them to ceaſe from all 
farther endeavours of amendment. 

It robs them of all inward comfort, and 
overwhelms their minds with a weighty 


darkneſs ; it terrifies them with monſters - 


of temptations, and making them quick- 


ſighted as toall, that is capable of increaſing 


their misfortune, they are dull only and 
blind in diſcerning whatever belongs to: thy 
mercies. 

This, O God, being a part only of thoſe 
evils, which are the effect of dejedtion, we 
humbly beſeech thy infinite goodneſs to have 
3 on us, and mercifully deliver us 
from this great indiſpoſition. | 

Help nth withſtanding its firſt appfoaches, 
ſo as, under no pretext to yield to that, 
which muſt be ſo very prejudicial to us. 
Teach us ſo to look at our ſins, that we 
may have at the ſame time, thy mere in 

ſight. 
May we look at our ſins, ſo as to be fin. 
cerely grieved for having oftended thee; hut 
while we grieve for our fins, may we call 
76 *mind thy mercies, and by the comfort 
* theſe, be preſerved from all dejection. 


ii AA 


May we then remember, is 
without meaſure, 9 ona 
all thou haſt done and ſuffered for us, ma 
we hence be grounded in hope, and wit 
our whole foul cry out; Lord, it is impoſ- 
ſible for us to deſpair, who have ſo plentiful 
a redemption, 184: 

How can we fink in ſpirie, what we have 
thee, our advocate, Lord Jeſus, to 8 
for us! 

How can we doubt the merey of gur 
| Lord; „when we have thy facred wounds 
calling aloud for mercy ! ! 

How can we be overthrown wilt or. 
when we have our cauſe - undertakes” by 
thee, 'O Jeſus! 

No, my Jeſus, I will never Ain Sos 
— balt done ſo much to ſupport me in 

ope. 

Te is only they are to look on their caſe : 
as defperate, who renounce all part in thee, 
and live on in fin. 

Who choſe their own miſery, by re- 
fuſing the means, chou haſt appointed for 
their help. 

Who defpiſle woman and chus 
wilfully eut — — off from thy, 88o- 
miſes. 3 ? 

But as for thoſe, who labour in the way 
of ſalvation; 1 52981. 1 


Hij 
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Who daily lament their infirmities, and 
judge . I in Nr —_— 
ride) :- 

Who Goh to be delivered, 456 come to 
thee for help?: 1 

Who reſolve to go on umired in den 
endeavours for amendment: 

And never to be diſcouraged, amidft the 
returns of obſtinate and unconquered 
evils: 

Who ſtill keep their eyes upon thee, who 


thus ne * ſervants to be exerciſ- 
... 


Who wait for thy grace to comfort them, 
and give a bleſſing to their endeavours: 
Who making uſe of all means for their 
deliverance, have their confidence in thy 
bleſſing, and not in themſelves. 
Thele can never deſpair, fince they have 
Jeſus fpeaking to them, and rr 
them to be of good heart. 
They have all his mercies calling pen | 
them, and his moſt faithful Fei en · 
gaged for their comfort. 
And where then can there de place for 
deſpair, when they have God — 
commandingthem to hope! 
I contels, O God, we Hike! Ray to 
hope in thee, thou haſt given, us Tack ein 
of thy mercys 


a ++ 
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But 1 confeſs too my weakneſs, that 
while I am ſolicitous to amend my failings, 
and making ſtrong Ee agar to be, 
faithful to them. 4 

Here I no ſooner am ſurpriſed. into my 
uſual weakneſs, - but preſently a ſudden 
weight oppreſſes my ſoul. 

I grieve and vex, and dejection fo far 
creeps upon me, that 1 — to think all 
whatever I do, to be loſt, and that it is to 
no purpoſe to endeavour an amendment. 

This. O God, I confeſs, is my great in- 
Gleretion and blindneſs, and 1 beſvech hen 
to deliver me from it. 

It is an effect of pride, which cannot. 
bear this conviction of my weakneſs: + 

Which would gladly ſee itſelf able to do 
all it propoſes : and is afflicted i in finding it 
can do ſo little: 

Which would willingly have all things 
within itſelf ſo very well, as to truſt in itſelf, 
and have more dependence e, than on 
thy mercy; ; 

-Which cannot bear without vexa: ion, the. 
experienceof its owninconſtaney, and becomes 
impatient to ſee itſelf ſo eaſily overthrown. + 

Which upon this grows: uneaſy, and fills 
my ſou] with horror : 

Makes me unfit for every duty, and Dae 
me into many evils. 

H ir 


This, O God, I confeſs to be a weakneſs 
and great indiſoretion, in which 10 moſt 
earneſtly beg thy help. OR 

That I may remember what 1 am, and 
not be ſurpriſed, in finding) weaknefs | in that 
which is weak. 

That being nothing of 7 but a nd 
f corruption, it is no wonder, if upon all 
decaſions it breaks forth, and i is ready to 
chile, all I do. 

That I may bear this my e with 
patience, and go on humble under this r 

oach and burthen. t 

That I may bear this inward vaubie p- my 
own infirmities, like all other alllictions and 
contradictions of human life. [1 tage 

Ever watchful to overcome, : and yet 
patient when diſappointed of victory. | 

Reproving myſelf with meekneſs for all 
failings and overſights, and * 
thee with complaint againſt myſellt. 

But ſtill confiding in thy Kala gecube. 
that thou who knoweſt our — and uns! 
happy ſtate, wilt have compaſſion on thy 
children in this vale of darkneſs. (i . 

And teach me with comfort to rely o 


thy mercy, even hen I ſee nothing but 
miſery in myſelf. 


O Jeſus, teach me this teflon ofa peachale” 


humility under my daily infirmities, and a 
ſweet confidence in thy bowels of mercy, 


— 


For I ſee my failings are never like to end, 
as long as L am ä TwidPthis cor- 
ruptible fleſh. ns 

And I muſt fink under a weight of diſcom- 
fort and datkneſs, if thou doſt not teach me 
to be of good heart, and confide with com- 
fort in ther. 

Help me therefore, O dear Redeemer, ad 
now graciouſly vouchſafe to ſpeak to my dull 
ſoul; ſpeak comfort to me, and diſpel all 
1 darkneſs, which encompaſles me. 

Teach me diſcretion in the right manages 
ment of all inward grief; and ſuffer me not 
to yield to paſſion, while Fend to grieve 
for ſin. | 

Suffer me not to fret at my irn but 
ſtill more and more to humble myſelf under 
them. May I never fit ſtill under the amuſe- 
ments of a barren and uſeleſs grief, but ſtill 
run to thee, and having confeſſed my great 
weakneſs, implore thy mercy for my relief. 

O God, ſhew mercy in this point to thy 
poor ſervant. - 

And for the glory of thy nam deliver 
me from all PR 


np 


Let us: Proy. - 


E beſeech thee, O tak let thy mer- 


cy ——_ our hearts; becauſe without 
Hy 


thee, we cannot do what is well-pleaſing to 
thee. nn Lord ä thy 
OUT Lord. VEG S lid 316 
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PHI 8 day 5 : Goſpel, is a tarahle 4 mar- 


riage feaſt: Of all things being prepared : 
07 thoſe that ,are invited, neglecting; te come: 
- Of the, King's being angry: Of others being 
called in their place: Of the man ibat was 
o nd without a wedding garment, and for this 
caſt Forth into utter darkneſs. eee lt 
4, note direct our prayers. 
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E confeſs, O God, thou art the King 

by of Glory, who both by the law, by 
the Prophets, and by the Goſpel, haſt invited 
many to the marriage of the: Lamb, and all 
things are prepared for their preſent comfort 

and vyerlaiting happineſs.  _ 

We confeſs, this mercy. to be extended to 
to us, and that we are of that number, who 
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by an ſuith in Jeſus, and in the ſalvation 
he hath wrought for us, are invited tothe 
marriage, where all things are provided] that 
can pr ce to our eternal com- 
fort. f * 35% <3. 2 2 

O God, y peak ah is ty goodneſs, 
m calling - fach poor creatures as we are, to 
be gueſts at thy table! We have nothing in 
us of our own ſtock, but poverty, miſery, 
and corruption, ſuch as renders: us unworthy 

of all thy favours, and of being admitted 
into thy preſence. 

And yet ſuch is thy merey, O God, —— 
thou not only calleſt us, but with earneſtneſs 
Tepeats thy invitations to us: Thou provo- 
keſt our love, by informing us, how great is 
the preparation thou haſt made, and with 
ſuch importunity preſſeſt our coming, as if 
our acceptance were thy intereſt, and not 
Ours. 

Blefled, O God, be thy Holy Name, for 
this thy unſpeakable mercy to us, thy un- 
worthy creatures, for that thou art pleaſed 
to - magnify thy favours towards us, and 
without regard to our deſerts, haſt propor- 
tioned thy - bleflings, according to the 
meaſure of thy own goodneſs. 

For this, O moſt gracious Lord, we bleſs 
thy name, we adore and magnify that-infi- 
nite mercy, which has been {9 propitious to 

II vj 


180 — Sunday 

us, ande- we this, day make it our moſt 
wmble petition to thee, that we may not be 
deaf to thy calls, nor by wretched and 
ungrateful blindneſs exclude ourſelves from 
that happineſs, which thy bounty: has fo 
plentifully provided for us. 
And, in the firſt place, O God, we 
| beſeech thee, that we may not be ſeduced by 

the poor charms of an idle life. That we 

may not let ſelf love fo far prevail, as for the 
ſake ofa preſent indulgence | in eaſe and plea- 
ſure, to neglect all thoſe invitations thou haſt 
made, to a more ſubſtantial bliſs. 
ear us, O merciful Lord, in this point, 
and by thy grace aſſiſt us; for we confeſs 
bere the great dangers in which we are, 


through the ſtrange blindneſs, corruption 


and pęrverſeneſs of our nature. 
Me are wonderfully fond of what pleaſes 
for the preſent ; and our inclinations to fol- 
low our own defires, are ſo very ſtrong, that 
for the ſake of theſe we become wholhy 
thoughtleſs and blind, as to all thy mercies 
towards us: We neither epaliler thy good 

dels, nor thy threats. 05 
It we can but pleaſe ourſeles, i in 1 chis ſeems 
io be. centred our great and only con- 
cern; 3 and for obiaining this, we ſeem in- 
clined e wa ee an . is to 


Cone ese 
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-Thus, O God, our nature ſtands; ye 
ee ber ie be des, 0 whom-all'the 
ſecrets of bur hearts are Known. © But we 
now implore thy grace for the government 
of our nature, that we may never 10 be led 
captive by its violence, as to neglect that 


mercy, by which thou inviteſt us to the 


poſſeſſion of eternal bleſs. 15 
Help us, we beſeech thee, in this, A 
mercifully give us ftrength from above, 
that we may diſcreetly moderate all our incli- 
nations to a life of ſoftneſs, eaſe and the en- 
joyment of all that is pleaſing to a win, 
worldly and ſenſual life. 2 
ee are dangerous nctionatiling;| 3 and 
fouls, O God, how very many 
are „ dy theſe into the depth of vice 
Jo as to periſh everlaſtingly! And how 
how very few are they, who hearkening to 
ſuch guides, are not inſenſibly brought to 
delpiſe the means of future happine S, and 
are gun all thy invitations to it. 

80 many they are (as we have Fealbn to 
fear) who periſh this way, that we have 
preſſing motives to importune thy mercy, Q 
God, in our behalf; that thou - woulfeſt 
vouchſafe to ſtrengthen us againſt all Fon 
deluſion; that we may not be given up to 
reprobate ſenſe of pleaſing ourſelves, 5 14 
our hearts be ſo bent upon what is vain and 


idle, as to become unconcerned, as to dur 

greater good, and forgetful of thoſe means, 

by which thy mercy invites us to it. Nit 
Preſerve us likewiſe, we beſeech — O 


God; from the other ſnare of a wordly and 
ſolicitous life, for it is in this again we are very 
much expoſed; and thou, O Jefus, by men- 
tioning it, as one of the occaſrons of neglect- 


ing the means of falvation, haſt given us 


ſufficient reaſon to be. fearful of it, and to 
pray againſt it. 
Hear us therefore, O Bleſſed ad 


and powerfully defend us from what thou 
haſt mercifully taught us to fear: Grant we 
may be faithful in whatever belongs to our 
charge, and in obedience to thy will, Juſtly 


perform every obligation of our ſtate. 

But, O God, take from us all immoderate 
ſolicitude, and deliver us from the perplexing 
hurry, of worldly affairs; that hurry, which 


conſumes all our time, and robs the ſoul of 


the leiſure, in which | ſhe ought to ſeek thee 


her God; which fills the heart with the 
concerns a this nn and ſtilles f in it all the 


thoughts of a better. 


Help us, O God, in 1 this Pantene 5 
we confeſs the great injuſtice of this:worldly- 
temper ;; we acknewiedse the ſad effects of it, 
in taking: off the ſoul from the buſineſs & 


ſalvation, and making it there carcleſs, where 
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ſpiritual neceſſities demand its greateſt care. 
1 what is this, but to have always ſome- 
thing elſe to do, when thou, O God, art in- 
viting it to prepare for thy bang vet , „ 


Hear us, therefore, O merciful Father, 
and deliver us from this unhappy - temper, 
which can find time for every thing, but 


heaven; which is ever buſy, and having but 


one thing neceſſary, neglects that. From both 


theſe extremes, of an idle, and too buſy a lite, g 


O God, deliver us. 


But while we afk for this, preſerve us like- 7 
wiſe from that ſtill greater evil, of being inju- 
nous to thoſe, who by thy appointment, put 


us in mind of our duty. Theſe are thy mini- 


ſerve therefore in us, we beſeech thee, all 


with injuries and contempt. 


dupleaſure. Thou haſt here plainly inform- 
who deſpiſe thy word, thy Een and thy 


ſters, and having thy commiſſion, we cannot 
deſpiſe them, but by deſpiſing thee. Pre- 


due reſpect, and may we never be ſo repro- 
bate, as to repay the greateſt of ane 


Hear us, O God, in theſe petitions, ad | 
wercifully deliver us from all theſe unhappy” 
5 indiſpofitions of ſoul, which make us neglect 
chy favourable calls, and draw upon us thy 


ed us, that none can eſcape thy judgments, 


truth: And who ſhall be able to ſtand under 
thy anger! Shew mercy therefore,” O Lord, 
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to us thy ſervants, and amidſt all t 
give us a ſpirit to ſerve thee; and this ſo 
truly in earneſt, that upon no conſideration 
of ourſelves or this world, we may be 
ſuaded to neglect the means of ſalvation. 
And not only this, but grant us likewiſe 
another petition, in giving us grace to make 
uſe of theſe means, in ſuch a manner, . as 
may be well pleaſing to thee, . to our 
own everlaſting benefit. 
For ſince we ſee thy mercy * to 
all, and both good and bad called to the 
means of ſalvation, and one caſt forth, in 
whoſe perſon are repreſented all the un- 
worthy; we have reaſon to fear ourſelves, 
and not only to obey thy call, in coming 
to thy banquet, but likewiſe be ſolicitous to 
come with a wedding garment ; that fo, if 
we eſcape che condemnation of thoſe, who 
neglect to come, we may not fall under an 
ual guilt of coming unworthily. 
- Help us therefore with thy grace, O God, 
that as often as we approach to thy table, 
we may come prepared; that we may ceme 
clothed with a wedding garment; that we may 
have put off our old man with all his acts, 
aad put on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that our 

foals may be clothed with charity, which is 
ce peculiar robe of Jeſus Chriſt: That our 
hearts may tlürſt after thee our God, and 


3 


[ 
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defire above all thing to be united with the 
Lamb. That we may not bring our corru 
tion with us, and preſume to join earth with 
Heaven, but having our ſouls Purified, may 
be found well. pleaſing in thy ſight. * 

Thus, O God, may we let notküng hin- 
der us from thy invitations of mercy, and 
may we join ſuch due care with this obedi- 
ence, as never to be rejected by e Us — 
rp 6 
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1moury and merciful God, - Ines 
compaſſion on us, and defend us from 
all things that are hurtful to us; that 
at liberty both in mind and body, 'we' may 
with freedom perform the things that belong 
to thee, I nd © our Lord Jeſus by: hull] 
our Lord. oe 
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I day's gghel, is. of tho Ruler. from 
r Capharnaum, inportuning Jeſiu to come 
d and heal his ſan, before he died. Hence let ut 
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likewiſe beg of Jeſus, that he will pleaſe 1 wifit 
ui in 140 yes, and Siu HN - u 


en ur Pan. 6-2 


r 


ers, the only" cn of the af. 
flicted, e beſeech thee to have com. 
paſſion on us in time of ul} trouble; but 
eſpecially, whenever we are viſited with pain an 
or ſickneſs; then, O Lord, vouchſafe to an 
viſit us, and by the help of thy heavenly ſic 
grace, teach us how to fuffer. th: 
This, O God, we aſk, becauſe of the ex- i be; 
treme weakneſs we find in ourſelves. »For' I im 
we are no ſooner indifpoſed by pain or illneſs, Fi 
but we”: preſently 1 uncaly, and ve 
falling into dejection or impatience, render I as t 
ourſelves wholly unfit for thy preſence. U 
This, O bleſſed Lord, we confeſs to be a beſe, 


great weakneſs; for we know our fouls are 2 of 
not to abide long in theſe carcaſſes of fleſh; ¶ fickn 
we know, that we muſt all die, and appear I what 
before thee, « our Lord. And how terrible a 1 M. 
thing is it for us ſinners to appear beibre thee! thee, 


We know, that pain and ſickneſs are to 
put us in mind of the ſeparation that is to be 
made between body and ſoul, and are, as it 
were, a warning given us by thee, our Lord, ur fir 
that this habitation of clay cannot ſtand long, Fuproz 


den Pu, 1% 


and therefore that we muſt expect ſoon to be 
ſummoned out of it, and prepare for a 
change. : | e 

This, O Lord, ſeems to be the deſign of 
thy mercy to us; and happy ſhould we be, 
if in all manner of illneſs, we could apply 
our ſouls to what our Lord then ſpeaks to 
us. Could we then bend our whole thoughts 
and reflect, that our bodies are mortal, 
and muſt be diſſolved; that it is by pain and 
ſickneſs, our ſouls are to be ſeparated; and 


that by making à good uſe of ſickneſs, and 


bearing it well, we are taught that moſt 


important leſſon of dying well. 
This, O God, would be our gain, could 
ve dut make ſuch uſe of every indiſpoſition, 


as to prepare and learn how to die. 


beſecch thee to help us in this point; and 


thee, O Jeſus, to be 
re not only defire, but, like him, importune 


e our Phyſician, our counſel, our help, and 


uls. 


Wherefore, O moſt gracious Lord, we 


as often as, by thy permiſſion, any pain or 
hckneſs happens to us, then may we practiſe 
what the ruler in this goſpel has taught us. 
a WW May it be our firſt concern to fend for 
eſent with us; may 


hee to come: To come and ſtand by us, to 


dur flrength, to teach us how to ſuffer, and 
mprove our indiſpoſition to the good of our 


1 
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Vouchſafe then, we befeech thee, 0 Lord 
1 to come to us, and grant us ſuch pati- 
ence, as is neceſſary to bear our trial. Give 
us ſuch humility, as to bow down with 

meekneſs and peace under thy appointments, 
Whatever they be. Give us fuch diſcretion, 
as to make the beſt uſe of thy ſcourge. Give fo 
us ſuch a true ſpirit of penance, as to think er 
thy chaſtiſements juſtly due to our fins, and th 
even much leſs than our ſins deſerve. al 
Then, O Jeſus, may we call to mind our © . 
iniquities, and eſteem it a mercy, that | 
y ſickneſs thou ſheweſt us the uncertainty of Ge 
life; then may we look at death before us, I bet 
and ſhutting out the world from our hearts, An 
| make the beſt preparation we can, to meet it, 
hen may we ſettle this conviction in our ploy 
hearts, that death muſt come, and that only retu 
N are happy, who are prepared for it. 
But while we afk this favour, as to ſickneſi 
ws likewiſe make our petition; that we may 
not delay our repentance to the laſt hour, 
but ſeek thee in time of health; that we may 
make uſe of whatever portion of ſtrength and 
health thou art pleaſed to give us, in order to 
A = ſervice, and performing the dutics of re 
ion. 

8 we acknowledge, O God, both our 
health and our ſtrength to be thy gifts ; and 
therefore that wherever there is a great! 


out 
and 


att! 


ploys the talents thou haſt given him, and 
returns to God, the things that are God's! 
O merciful Lord, when ſhall I be that hap- 
py creature, to conſider the meaſure of health 
thou haſt given me, and proportion all my 
exerciſes in thy ſervice, according to my 
ſtrength! dy tot gue” 
But then, O Lord, I beſeech thee to grant 
me a reſigned heart, that I may be peaceable 
and contented in letting alone many things, 
which my want of health will not give me 
leave to, peform. 8 a, 


% 


LB Dart, be without bounds, in my 
dclires of ſerving thee; and let my wiſhes. be 
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ſincere, in, defiridg, to- out do eyen the beſt of 
thy ſervants: In this, O God, let my fighs 
haye no. limits. But ſtill, O Bleſſed Lord, 
in practice let me be contented with whateyer 
Hos. thou ſhalt pleaſe to ſet me, and where 


my health will permit me to, go, no farther, 
there may my heart reſt entirely in thy will, 


and be as eaſy in being out- gone hy others, as 
if. had the grant of my own wiſhes. ,, 5 7 
Hear me, O God, in this, and grant my 
petition, becauſe I am ſenſible, the abſtract of Pp 


all religion is in this peaceable reſt and con- 
tent in thy holy will. : 
But whatever our corporal weakneſs be, l 
"= I beg this grace of a watchful ſpirit, that 11 
may ever oblerve my own ways, that I may 25 
keep a guard upon my ſoul, and upon obſery- 85 
ing any diſorder, forthwith make haſte to | 
thee, O God, and implore thy meer for my 
help. 
. This Iam taught by the ruler in as gol. 
pel, who ſtaid not till his ſon was dead, 15 
ſeeing him begin to die, immediately ran to 
Chriſt for help. Thus, O Jeſus, may I do. 
Suffer me not to go on careleſs, till ſin brings 
death upon my ſoul: No my God, let me 
never thus tempt thee. But upon the firſt 
diſcovery of any ſinful weakneſs, may 
preſently ſeek thee, O Jeſus, and not only 
eta of thy goodneſs, but never ceaſe 
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inporruning, till find thy grace working in 
uh we Ali „oe 2 i 


This grace I. aſk of thee, O my moſt graci- 
ous Lord, becauſe of the various infimitien 
J experience in myſelt,//7 

For ſometimes/I am ſo unhappy; as to ſee 
diſorders in my life, and yet go on careleſs 
and unconcerned, as if T ſaw them not. 

Sometimes 1 think of reforming them, but 
preſently torgetting all my purpoſes, 1 do 
nothing, but go on juſt as before. 

Sometimes I grieve at my infirmities, al 
even ſigh under them, as being miſerable 
under the weight of fin ; and yet ſuch is my 
inconſtancy, O God, all this vaniſhes again, 
and there needs no more than common trifles 
to draw my whole ſoul from the thoughts of 
myſelf, and of all my miſery. 

Sometimes I uſe endeavours in order to 
amend, but then, like one tired, I preſently 
give over, and forget what 1 had ere 
ut take: 
to Sometimes I hold no longer, ſeeking re- 

medy both by endeavours and prayers; 
but not finding a ſpeedy effect, I grow im- 
J patient and dejected, and degin to think, 

it is to no putpole to go on, for that all 
| do, is loſt. 

In this manner, O God, my weakneſs 
* me many times out of the way; it 
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he, 0 Lord, mu be i 2 and 
therefore now I implore thy grace, that in 
the amendment of my infirmities, 1 may 
no longer be under ihe conduct of infirmity, 
but follow ſuch inſtraQtions, as thou haſt 
pleaſed. to manifeſt. to us 
"May I always be found watching, W 2 | 
commandeſt, that ſo no ſort of evil may 
grow, and be ſtrengthened in me through 
my neglet, - 
May I come ſtill to thee, 0 Jeſus for 
help, and {till offer my petitions to thee, 
without being tired. 
May I wait thy time for the diſpenſation 
of thy. own; gifts, ſo as to be evermore hum- 
bled under the continuance of my infirmities, 
but not dejected. Still renewing my moſt 
earneſt requeſts, according to my wants, 
and yet never wondering, that ſo unworthy 
a ſumer, as 1 am, has not the ſpeedy grant 
of my petitions, but is ſtill ophged.toalk; 
ſo to become more humble in ay aum eyes, 
and more depending on thee., 
Hear me now, God J and. "mercitully 
r theſe. my requeſts. Prepare my foul 
r licknels, and teach me to make a ey 
''x © ;Avule 
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tent in thy Holy 8 Nl me N 


rance in 1 htin 2 inſt evil, let me always 
fly to th te By Ha 
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cy and peace to thy faithful — 
that being cleanſed from their offences, they 
may ſer ve thee with undiſturbed- minds, 
through our 3 Jeſus — 11 tt 
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a "ny he of this day being the parable 
| "the king, ꝛcho having © ria that 
Ni 2 ten thouſand talents, and not having 
wherewith to pay, upon being aſked,” releafed 
the whole debt: Lor us here athnowletlze the 
infinite miercy of God, which wider that figure 
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Bleſſed God, we here -ickiibuledee 
before thee the exceſs of thy good- 
nels, who being provoked by our number- 
leſs and daily fins, haſt yet ſuch regard to 
us ungrateful wretches, as not only to put 
us in mind of thy mercy, but to call upon 
us, and give us the aſſurance that thou art 
ready to reverſe Whatever ſentence is pro- 
nounced againſt us, and even forgiving our 
whole debt, upon our humbling Kanes, 
and ſeeking thy favour. 
This, O God, we have the more reaſon 
to admire upon the conſideration of our 
reat unworthineſs, who are ſo miſerable as i 
to abuſe all thy mercies, who cannot ſubſiſt 
without a continual ſupply of thy bleſlings, d 


— * 4 


and yet turn even thoſe very bleſſings to ſin; n 
who cannot fee any one creature which in 
thou haſt appointed for our help or comfort, N 
but what we have ungratefully abuſed to in 
thy diſpleaſure, without ever thinking of W 6! 
that hand from which they come. the 

So univerſal has been our miſery in this ab 


Kind, that we muſt confeſs our ſins to have MW on; 
been "multiplied above the hairs of our head, we 
and that the debt we have contracted to thy | 
juſtice, O God, is but im erfectly reſembled 
in the debt of ten thouland talents, And 


ow 
but 
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yet, great as it is, thou ſtill giveſt us the aſ- 
ſurance of mercy upon the eaſy terms of our 
demanding it, even fo, that the difficulty-or 
delay is not in thy giving, but in our aſking 
rdon as we ought. _ 
For this thy mercy, O God, we. praiſe 
thee, we adore thee, we magnify thy holy 
name, and moſt humbly beg we may live in 
the grateful acknowledgment of this mzrcy. 
for erer. 1 
And for the preſent, we moſt earneſtly 
implore thy grace, that encouraged by thy 
infinite goodneſs, we may now humble our- 
ſelves under the ſenſe of all our paſt iniqui- 
ties, and folicit thy mercy to torgive the 
whole debt we have contracted by then. 
Suffer us not to be ſo unhappy as to be 


: diſcouraged by the grieviouſnels or great 
number of our fins, or by the many years 
h in which we have lived reprobates to thee. 


t, No, bleſſed Lord, let nothing of this caſt us 
into deſpair; let nothing of this ſink our 
ſpirits beneath the bounds of hope. For 
thou halt here aſſured us, that thy mercy is 
above all our crimes; that though hell be 
our delert, yet thou art ready to forgive, if 
we are but ready to alk to be forgiven. _ 
O God! had we no hopes but upon our 
own ſtock; had we no ground of comfort 
but from ourſelyes, we ſhould then have 


Lij 
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reaſon-to'be-overwhelmed with darkneſs.and 
deſpair: For what have we but, blindneſs 
and poverty for our inheritance, And by 
what means can we pretend to make any, as 
tonement, but what will be the increaſe of 
our debt? Thus it would certainly be, were 
we left to ourſelves, and had we no other 
encouragement but from our own poverty... 
But now, O God, having the aſſiſtance of 
inſinite mercy, how can we deſpair? Eſpeci- 
ally when thou, who haſt the keys of eterni- 
ty, haſt ſecured to us the favourable accept- 
ance of our petition, if we humble ourſelves, 
and ſeek for pardon. Br 


- 


-: Wherefore, O molt loving Father, being 
thus engaged by thy goodneſs, though my 
ſins ſtrike me with horror, yet will J never 
loſe my hope in thee. I will humble myſelf 
in the confeſſion of my manifold iniquity, I 
will appeal to thy mercy, and beleech thee 
to have patience with me; and though I ſee 
nothing in myſelf, yet will Iconfide in thee, 
| becauſe I am certain thou canſt not always 
be angry, where thou haſt promiſed. to for- 


ve. | 8 TAS 
5 But then, O merciful Lord, let it be thy 
mercy to me, to be truly converted from my 
evil ways, to confeſs and forſake them. Let 
not my repentance be imperfect, or by 
halves, but ſincerely from my heart, and let 


it be einde with a real deſire ofomaking 
ſatisfaction for my whole debt. 
For though ſuch unhappy ones a8 being 
Auriitied? and having no part in Chriſt, 
nothing wherewith to pay their debts, — 
therefore their puniſhment muſt be eternal; 
yet it is not ſo with ſuch. as are yet the 
members of Chriſt; for though theſe of 
themſelves have nothing, and therefore are 
incapable of paying any part of the debt; 
yet as united with Chriſt, they have an inſi- 
nite price to offer, and ſuch as gives a 


value to what they do in union with their 


Head. Hence ſuch as theſe cannot hope too 
much, when they are reſolved not to ſpare 
themſelves, and have their hearts truly in 
thee their God. Thus then, O moſt boun- 
tiful Lord, may I be converted from all my 
ſins, and from my foul deſire to ſatisfy, 
through Chriſt, for all the infullice; [4 have 
done againſt thee. : Amen. 

The ſervant that had been this P 
refuſing to forgive a ſmall debt ta a fellow:ſer- 
vant, is caſt.into priſon, there to remain till the 
whole debt be paid; and thus will our Heavens 
ly Father do to-us, if we forgive not every. one 
his brother from aur hearts. Thus has Ghrife 
declared. Hence ) "1. 2vow res 
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| 02 GOD, whoſe bowels 1 merey are 


ever open to repenting ſinners, grant 
that this thy goodneſs may be a pattern to 
us in ſhewing mercy to our neighbour, and 
freely forgiving whatever injury he has done 
us. 

This, O God, we aſk, becauſe it is a 
ſentence already pronounced by thee, and 
therefore unchangeable, that if we forgive 
not others, we can expect no benefit of thy 
mercy to us. Ihere will be no mercy for 
thoſe who ſhew no mercy. And though 
death be the end of all R here upon 
earth, yet there will be no end there where 
the debt has no end, and death itfelf 1s be- 
come 1mmortal. 

Wherefore, O blefſed Lord, fince this is 
to be the ſad fate of thoſe who forgive not 
their neighbour ; hear our prayers now, we 
beſeech thee, and removing all the difficul- 
ties of our unhappy temper, incline us to 
mercy, and by thy grace teach us to for- 

ive. 

Grant, O Lord, we may not be forward 
in admitting relentment, but by favourable 
conſtructions excuſe our neighbour in all 
that is capable of excuſe. R. Hear us, we 
beſeech thee, O Lord, and grant our petition. 


(4 
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Grant, O Lord, that where reſentments 


| ſeem to be Juſt, e may not open either our 


thoughts or our hearts to them, but labour 
by all ways to remove or moderate them, 
and never hearken to ſuch buſy friends as 
contrive to exaſperate. R. Hear zu, we be- 


feech thee, O Lord, and grant our petition. 


Grant, O Lord, we may be never averſe 
to overtures of peace, but ever ready to en- 
courage whatever propoſals can be made for 
the reconciling any difference. R. Hear us, 


wwe beſeech thee, O Lord, and grant our peti- 


Hon. 

Grant, O Lord, that true charity may 
work in us, and allow no place to thoſe 
falſe and deceitful arguments which perſuade 


us againſt peace, and plead inconveniencies 


in the forgiving of injuries R. Hear us, we 
beſeech thee, O Lord, and grant our petition. 
Grant we may forgive all injuries, not 
only in words or ſhew, but really, and in 
all ſincerity, from our hearts; and where 
nature finds difficulty, there force it to yield. 
R. Hear us, we beſeech thee, O Lord, and 
grant our petition. : 1 
Grant we may ever be watchful in ſup- 


prelſing all diſlikes, and if after a reconcili- 


ation there, appears any ſigns of averfion, 
that then we may terrify our conſcience 
with the declaration thou haſt made, that if 

| bs 
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ve. ſorgiye not ſrom dun heart: e nag t to 


expect uno mexty from thee. R. Heur m, 


WH. bejeech Wave, 0 ae and grant! vur n 
tion. doo r 59-63 £4 ins 
Here us, 0 bleſſed Lord; in theſe parti» 
culars, and permit us not to deceive our- 
ſelves in a point v hereon our ſalvation ſo 
much depends. We can have no glimpſe of 
hope, but from thy mercy ; and Js, we ex- 


_ clude ourſelves from it, how very miſerable 


mult we be! And yet this is the very caſe: 
For if we forgive not every neighbour from 
our hearts, there 1 1s erwin; no mercy. for 
U 5 45:71; Fc Oft OW Y EM 

O God of mercy; conſider our caſe; we 
beſeech thee, and amidſt all our infirmities 
ſuſter us not by this uncharitableneſs to draw 
upon ourſelves our own damnation : 

"Thou knoweſt all the difficulties: of our 
nature, the pride of our hearts, our inclina · 
tion to revenge, and how hard it is to re- 
move diſlikes that have once taken root: 

But, O God, as theſe are known to thee, 
ſo they are all ſubject to thee; and therefore 
we now implore both thy power _ thy 
mercy in our behalf, to afhſt us b y thy 
grace in over coming theſe ifculticopand to 
give us chat command of ourſelves, as to 
pals by them all in eee to os Hoy 


will, 


— „ rr 
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Soſfer us not to be f bbſtinateè in our 
own humotr, as rather ta ferſefrall hopes 
in thee, than to part with it; for what can 
it avail us to be thus ſtiff and poſitive, but 


only to convince us of our folly; in making 


an idol of our own will, and ERIE Steer 
nity in its ſervice ? | 


Deliver us, O God, fro this Vibidtely: | 
and way we now, at this moment, forgive 
all injuries. Lead us on in the ways of 
compaſſion and mercy, and by this eaſy me- 


thod may we labour to engage thy mercy to 


us. Give us a ſpirit ready to forgive, and 


may we no more lay up injuries, ſince this 


is nothing leſs than preparing deſtructibn 


againſt ourſetves. Let it be enough to us, 
that for our pardoning an inconſiderable 
debt in our neighbour, thou art willing to 
releaſe to us that which is eternal. This is 
encouragement- enough, and with this, 0 
God, may we overcome all difficulties, and 
make nature bend to its duty. Anien. 


Let us pray. 


ſeech thee, by thy continual goodneſo, 


that under thy protection it may be free” 
from all adverſities, and in good works be 
devout to thy name, through our Wore: 4 


Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
1 v 


\RESERVE thy family, O Lord, we be- 
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IE Phariſees i in this Goſpel 8 de- 
manded of Chriſt, whether it was lawful 
10 give- tribute to Ceſar? Upon ſeeing their 
money, he anſwered, Give to Caſar the things 
that are Ce/ar's, and to God the things that 
are God's. Hence let us pray for grace, to be 
faithful in this double duty; and, Firſt, T hat 
we may give to Calar the things that are 
Cezlar' 8. 


Loet ws 1 
60D, who haſt appointed powers 


over us, and commanded us to be 
ſubject, not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 
ſeience- ſake: Grant we may obſerve thy 
orders, be ſubject to principalities and 
powers, obey magiſtrates, and in this ſhew 
our obedience to thee. 

Grant we may do this even as thou haſt 
preſcribed 1t, not only for fear, but for con- 
ſctence-ſake, conſidering our obedience- as 
what thou hait ordained and enjoined; and 


yams we 


Twenty, ſecond Sunday after Penteco/t.. $03 
therefore, that in tranſgreſling this order, we 
offend not only againſt men, but againſt thee, 
our God. 5 


Let this principle, O Lord, ſo poſſeſs our 


hearts, as to keep us always in peace, and 


powerfully ſupprels in us whatever argument 


can be ſuggeſted for diſturbing that order 


which thou haſt eſtabliſhed. 


Let this principle oblige us to be faithful 
in all thoſe duties which ſubjects owe ther 
princes or magiſtrates; may it oblige us to 
render to Ce2/ar that which is Cæſar's, 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom tas 
whom cuſtom, honour to whom honour. 
May it keep us from being ſo preſumptuous 
or felf-willed as to deſpiſe government, and 
lay ſuch a reſtraint upon our lips, as to be 
ever afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities. 

And in theſe particulars, O God, let no 
pretext of conſcience perſuade us to tranſ. 
grels. For ſince the firſt principle of con- 
icience is to be obedient to thee, our God 
how can-conſcience plead for doing contrary 
to what thou haſt ſo expreſsly and poſitively. 
enjoined ? 

It is thy will, O God, it ſhould: be ſo; 
grant, therefore, we beſeech thee, it may 
ever be ours; for we know this is the end: 
ot. all religion, to do thy holy will; and! 
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that religion muſt be vain, which pretends 
to ſeparate our willfrom-thine. 

In this great point, therefore, O moſt So. 
vereign Lord, may we be religiouſly obſer- 
vant, and content to ſuffer all kinds of in- 
conveniencies rather than tranſgreſs it. And 
let this one caſe: only be an exception to our 
obedience, when that is required of us which 
is evidently contrary to thy law. In ſuch 


evidence, O God, may we abide faithful to 


thy commands, and not let human authority 
carry us away againſt that which is divine. 
And if we ſuffer as diſobedient, give us pa- 
tience under all ſuch penalties, ſeeking relief 
by all lawful means, ſuch as are conſiſtent 
with the duties of ſubjects; but if theſe 
prove ineffectual, may we then take ſhelter 
in the comfirts: of an humble ſubmiſſion, 


without ever thinking of working our deli- 


verance by any violence, and much leſs of 
lifting ap our hands againſt the Lord's 
anointed. May we ever chooſe the worſt of 
oppreſſions as preferable to ſuch a delivery. 
Thus, O Lord, whatever Cæſar be, whether 
juſt or unjuſt to us, may we be ſtill juſt to 
him, and in all circumſtances render to 
Cajar the things that are Cæſar's. Amen. 
Cbriſt having likewiſe declared, that we are 


10 give. te God the things that are God's; let 


us likewiſe beg grace to comply with this part of 
eur duiy. 
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\ God: e * Lord of: the 
F univerle, to whom all things belong, 
vive: us grace, we beſeech thee; to conſider: 
and underſtand: what right thou haſt in us, 
and in whatever. things we poſlels ; that 70 | 
we may be prepared to do this julice, 0 x94 
rendering to thee what belongs to thee. 
Thou art our Creator, and likewiſe our: 
Redeemer; thou: feedeſt and preſerveſt us, 
and hy thy bleſſings we ſubfift ne 
Hence thou haſt a certain right over us, to 
direct, rule, and govern us egg. to the 
appointments of thy own will. 211% Kt 
This being thy right, O God, we be g thy 
help, that we may ſurrender his to 94 
that thy will may wholly govern in us, and 
we may be in all things entirely ſubyedt: to. 
thee, our Lord and our God; _. giſt 
Hence, O bleſſed Lord, we beſeech F 5 
that we may no more be governed by'ineli+; 
nation, that no ſort of paſſion may command 
us, that pride may not direct us, that the 
world or company may not be our guide: 
No, O moſt Sovereign Lord, to command 
and govern us belongs to thee, and we molt 
carneltly implore thy grace, that we may 
ſtand againſt all whatever it be that n 
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to uſurp this power, and never ſubmit to 
any but what is commiſſioned by the. 
This is what juſtice demands, that thou, 
O Lord, ſhouldeſt govern what is thine; 
it is what we are bound to yield to thee; 
and how great then muſt be our crime, if 
we give this power to thy enemies? If we 
are governed by corruption, by humour, by 


a a perverſe and eee [parit, and by 
- fn: hi 


0 God! I ſee the injuſtice of it, and 1 


cannot but hence tremble at the appre- 


henſion of my own unhappy ſtate; for if 
I call over but any one day, how very 


little a part of it can I find that has been a 


homage to thee? I eafily diſcover how 


much I have been commanded by ſelt-love, 


by worldly reſpects, by a vicious tem- 
per, by ſloth, obſtinacy, humour, and paſ- 
ſion; and I ſee how much I have obeyed 
them: But fo very. little, O: God, appears 


of my obedience to thee, that I can ſcarce 


give proof of having enen thy 


right. 


Thus my life paſſes away a. continual 
obedience to every thing but to thee: 
And how then ſhall I appear when an ac- 
count ſhall be demanded of me, when an. 
enquiry {hall be made how I have fatisficd. 


. after Pentecoft. 2 


this obligation of juſtice, _ given to thee 
what has belonged to thee? 

O God, I confeſs my injuſtice, I can give 
no account: of ſuch demands. My life has 
paſſed away without ever ſeriouſly think- 
ing of this obligation, and how then ſhall I 
render an account? But now, O merciful: 
Redeemer, I moſt humbly beg thy awaken» 
ing and aſſiſting grace, that I may begin 
and carry on a new method in my life, that 
| may ſtrictly examine every thing that pre- 
tends to call upon me, to give orders and 
command me, and abſolutely refuſe obedi- 
ence, except only where thy will appears. 
O blefſed Jeſus, Saviour of mankind, let 
this be the method of my lite, and may thy 
grace confirm me in it, that whatever has 
been my injuſtice hitherto, I may now from 
this time render to God the things that are 
God's. 

And this moſt eſpecially I aſk in ſin- 
cerely giving my heart to thee. For I 
know thou art the only God, thou art 
my only happineſs, thou overfloweſt with 
all the excellencies that are either deſirable 
or comfortable, and therefore that it is 
my duty to ſęek thee before all things, to 
give my heart to thee, to love thee with all 


my ſoul, with all my ſtrength, and with all 
my mind. 
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This is What kane emands of me. 
How I have complied. with this hitherto, O. 
God, 1. dare not look, becauſe L know I 
have given my heart away from thee, 1 q 
have been fond of | trifles, have purſued 
vanity: and ſinful follies, with all the bent 
of my foul; but as for. thee, my God, I. 
have been cold, thoughtleſs, and uncon- 
cerhed ; and how far has all this been from 
that duty of juſtice of giving my heart to 
thee? 

O moſt merciful. Father, I am nd 
at what is paſt, and now I beſeech thee, 
with all the earneſtneſs of my ſoul, to take 
from; my heart the love of all whatever i is 
not 3 to thy will, and draw my af. 
fections ſo ſincerely to thee, that from this 
time I may no more fall under the guilt of 
my. former injuſtice, but love thee with all 
my. heart, and thus give my heart to thee, 
— to thee it belongs. 

Let thy grace likewiſe help me in perfor- | 
ming another part of this juſtice. We con- 
tels thou art Alpha and Omega, the Begin- 

ning and End of all things, and therefore it 
is thy eſſential right, that all whatever we 

| do ſhould beg in and end in theg. _ 261 

| Grant, therefore, molt Soyereign Lord, | 

5 that from this time we may be ſolicitous to w 
4 give thee. this right, that we may under- C 
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own liberty, nor follow inclination as the 


* 
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* * 1 
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take air euly. or ed Acpacch 
begin all by conſulting thy will, and 92 95 


thy bleſſing ; and that whatever we thus: ber? F 


in with thee, we may refer it again to thee, 
and in the firſt place feek thy glory, This, 
O'God, juſtice demands of us, and if we 
de not endeavobr at this method, we do - 
not endeavour to give! to thee what belongs" a 
to tlee. on bus | 
This method may thy grace direct us, O 
Lord, particularly to oblerve in the diſtri- 
böciou f our time, in the choice of our com- 
panp, in the government of our thoughts and a 
words, and in the employment of fach teinbdo- 
ral poſelſ 2 or goodo, win which woe nat 1 
bleſſed us. he: ae rndtiocy: © op 


5 


In theſe let us not Kale nature to her | 


oy 


heathen does, but be always mindful that | 
thele are all thy bleſſings; that the ufe of 
them is not left to onr-own humour; but to 
be directed by thy will; that thou art to be 
glorified in them, and will call us te an ac 
count of our management: Wherefore, O 
God, in all theſe, and in whatever elſe be⸗ 
longs to us, may we be ſolicitous in EXAINI= 4 
ning thy holy will; and labour to manage all 
in ſuch a manner, as to be juſt in all our 
2 eſpecially not to fail in giving to 
Ceſar: the things that are * 4, and 


— — — 88 
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to thee, our God, whateyer ls thy right. 
8 Amen. 


Lt us pray. 


God, our refuge and ſtrength, be fa- 
vourable to the prayers of thy church, 


who art the fountain of all goodnels ; and 
grant that what we aſk with faith, we may 
effectually obtain, through our Lord Jeſus 


Chrilt, thy Son. 


Chants: iis SUNDAY AFTER PenTs- 
CosT. 


Marr. ix. 18, 26. 


VO miracles make up the ſaabject of this 
Goſpel; the former is of the woman 
cr; of the flux of blood. by touching the hem 


of our Saviour garment ; and ſince her great 


faith and humility were the diſpoſitions with 


which ſhe approached to Chriſt, and found 
ſuch ſucceſs in her endeavours, let us now beg 


_ that as often as we approach to Chriſt, it may 
be with the like holy diſpoſitions, ſo to have 
hopes of the like good _ 


X | 
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; Let us pr ay. - | 
A Lmighty and everlaſting God, behold, 
. we acknowledge here before thee the 
many and preat infirmities to which we are 


ſubject, ſuch as render us uneaſy to our- | 


ſelves, and diſpleaſing to thee our God. 

We are ſenfible of their ill effects, and 
eſpecially of the danger in which they put 
us; and hence we often defire to be deliver- 


ed from them, we often ſend up our defires 


to thee, and beg thee to be our phyſician, 
and heal us. 


And yet, O God, after ſo many endea · 


vours, after ſo frequent deſires and prayers, 
we ſtill remain under our wonted infirmi- 
ties; the ſtate of our ſoul is ſtill miſerable, 
and there ſeems to us but little, hopes of 
amendment. 2 
Notwithſtanding we can have no com- 
plaints againſt thee our God: Far be this, 
O moſt loving Father, far be this from us; 
for we know that thou art infinite in good- 
neſs, and full of mercy; and as thou haſt 
formerly heard the cries of the miſerable, 
and appeared in the ſpeedy relief of ſuch as 
called upon thee for help; ſo thou haſt ſtill 
the ſame bowels of compaſſion, the ſame in- 
clinations to merey, for there is no change 
on thy part. | 
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The fault therefore is wholly ours, and 
we can have no complaint, O God, but 
againſt ourſelves. For though we have 
ſome ſenſe of being miſerable through our 
fins, yet how very imperfect is this ſenſe in 
us ! Scarce enough to make us ferious in 
confidering what our miſery i is, or folicitous 
in aſking for remedy ! 

And hence, O God, when we TIC: 
this it our prayers, in how poor a manner 
do we perform it! Our minds not attentive 
to our own petitions, our thoughts buſied 
with trifles, our hearts taken up with other 
concerns! And as for a ſpirit humbled un- 
der our miſery, or raiſed up with a lively 
hope in thy power and mercy, in order to 
our relief; this may ſtrike ſometimes with 
a paſſing olimpſe upon our thoughts; but 

as for labouring to put our ſouls in this ho- 
ly diſpoſition, and thus to prepare for 
thy mercies, O God, how very ſeldom do 
we doit? 

Wherefore, O mereiſul Lord, we now 
moſt humbly beſeech thee to have compaſ- 
[| ſion on us in all our infirmities, but eſpeci- 
| ally in this, which is an abuſe or neglect of 
1 the very means which ſhould be the remedy 
I of all the reſt. _ 

| Inſpire us, we beſeech thee, with ſuch a 
| true ſenſe of our ſinful (tate, as really to be- ö 


aſter rave 


* FA miſerable, to, bellies our- 
ſelves under the diſpleaſure of our God, 
with hell open before us, and we living on 
careleſs and ſecure, when we have not a 
moment to depend on. 

Give us, O God, a real ſenſe of our dan- 
ger, a and ſo truly may we be concerned and 
humbled under it, as to caſt ourſelves at thy 
feet, and judge ourſelves the molt miſerable 
of all creatures, if thou, O merciful Father, 
doſt not pour forth thy grace and help us. 

we look upon ourſelves as criminals, 
who, — the judgment of an Almighty 
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hand lifted, up againſt us, as criminals. Who 


are on their way to execution, and have no 
poſſibility of reprieve but from thy mercy. 
Hence may we be ſolicitous to obtain 
what we ſo much want; and ſince prayer is 
the means, may the ſenſe of our mifery preſs 
with that weight upon us as to raiſe our 
whole ſpirits. up to thee, to call out, to cry . 
aloud for help, ſo as not to be ſubje& to 
the diſtraction of every trifle. For what 
have trifles to do where we have the con- 


cern of eternity upon our hands? What 


ſnould appear a buſineſs then to us, when 
e is to eſcape the dangers of 
* 

Thus, O God, may we pray with a form 
vent, attentive, and truly humble ſpirit: 
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But grant likewiſe, we beſeech thee, that a 


| lively faith may give life to our prayers, 


ſuch a faith as the woman of this Goſpel 
had, who approached with that confidence 
in thy power and goodneſs, that ſhe doubt- 
ed not of help, though from the touch only 
of our Saviour's garment. 

This faith thou waſt pleaſed to reward in 
her in the ſpeedy redreſs of her complaints. 
Quicken, therefore, O Lord, our faith, and 

ive us a due confidence in thy mercies, 
that being ſubject to many miſeries, we may 
ſeek thy help in ſuch a due preparation of 
ſpirit, as to hope for thy compaſſion, and a 
welcome deliverance from all the diſtempers 


of our ſoul, which have been our misfortune 


for ſo many years. Amen. | 
The other miracle mentioned in this Goſpel 


is the raiſing of the ruler*s daughter to life by 


aur Saviour Chriſt ; and here let us direct 
our prayers as the ſubject requires. Chriſt 
coming to the houſe, fir/t commanded the min- 

rels and others that made a noiſe to depart ; 


Hence let us make our firſt petition. 


Let us pray. 


God, who ſeeſt to how many ſnares 
we are expoſed, both from ill compa: 
ny and the diſtractions of the world, and 


E 


ad 


After Pentecoft.. . 215 
how often theſe bring death to our ſouls ; 
grant we may from this miracle obſerve the 
method of recovering a new life, and by 
following it, ſecure to ourſelves the bleſſings 
of thy grace. 7 | 

Make us ſenſible, we beſeech thee, how 


far converſation and the world are to us the 


occaſions of fin; and mercifully grant us 


ſuch ſtrength of grace, as to ſeparate from 


all that which is thus prejudicial to our ſal- 


\ & 


We ſee Chriſt, our Redeemer gave not 
life to the dead perſon, till the houſe was 
cleared from multitude and noiſe, and how. 
then can we expect new life, if we {till live 
on in the midſt of death, in the midſt of all 
that which confirms us in evil, and makes 
us unfit for the operation of light and 

ace! - ; St | | 


Help us, therefore, O Lord, in this diff. 
cult point; and ſince thou haſt ſhewed us 


the ways of life, give us grace to follow ; 
and let us no longer flatter a baſe and cor- 
rupt nature in contradiction to all thou haſt 
taught. | | 
Raiſe us now above ſuch weakneſs, and 
with reſolution may we break from all that 
is ſinful. And if nature be unwilling to 
yield, may we check all its complaints by 
convincing it, it is much eaſier to ſuffer the 


v An os 


——— 


difficulties of ſome ſhort ſelf-denials. in order 
to its cure, than die in its 
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rel a 


fins. ; and if it 
will not give ear to reaſon, let it be taught 
by violence to bend. in this manner, 0 
Jeſus, help us to banane for the favours of 
thy g race, Amen. 

Chriſt underiaking to ray 7 this young woniah 
to life, and ſaying that ſbe ſlept, was laugh- 
ed at by the multitude, but their mockery was 
0 ene to his n Hence 


Wer Lot ws pray. 


Bleſſed Redeemer, who in this great 
work waſt made the ſcorn of the mul- 
ieude,” which underſtood not the ways of 
thy providence and mercy ; grant we may 
learn the leflon thou here teacheſt us, that 
ſo we may be prepared againſt the greateſt 


diſcouragements in whatever od we un- 
dertaxke. 


We are very ſenſible how ignorant the 
world 1 is of thy ways, and likewiſe fo averſe, 
that it can obſerve none even endeavouring 
to make thy Goſpel their rule, or propoſing 
to reſcue themſelves from the common 
ſnares of fin, but preſently they are pointed 
at, and made the ſubject of its manen or 
ſeortiful remarks. 5 

This 


— 
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This is ande great temptation, 
ſuch as gie z check to the kHſt chang hts of - 

good, and diſcourages many from — 
Na, pious defigns : But, O Merciful Re- 
deemer, we beſeech thee to deliver us from 
this weakneſs, and ſo conform us in our re- 
ſolutions of a new life, as not be laughed out 
of the way of ſalvation. 

Let us no more be aſhamed of thy Gospel, 
nor of walking in the ways it teaches. And 
when the world begins to ſingle us out for its 
ſcorn, then, O Bleſſed Lord, ſtrengthen us 
with thy holy grace, and may we then re- 
member, to be aſhamed of thy Goſpel is to 
be aſhamed of thee. Then may we rement; 
ber thatjthe diſciple is not alen his maſter 
and that if the world expoſes us with railleries - 
it did-the- ſame firſt to thee; and may this be 
our: ſtrength and our comfort through all the 


ways of thy Golpel, and of riſing: to a new 


life. 44 ii; 

| But then, 0 j © 6 we belorct 
thee, our weakneſs, and as with thy hand 
thou didſt raiſe up the Ruler's daughter from 
death to life, ſo. vouchſafe like wi ſe to ſtretch 
forth thy ſacred hand, and help us alſo in 
ee the ways "of death. O Jeſus! I 
What can our . weakneſs. do without thee} 
Haye,,compaſſion therefore on us under all 


our infirmities, and as thou calleſt upon us 
Vol. XV. | | K 


to ariſe from death; fo hel us By thy grace 
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and power to obey thy call, and to walk 
with ſtrength and courage in the ways of 
life. O Jeſus, ſhew this day thy mercy to 
us, and while we ſee the effects of thy good- 


neſs in others, may we likewiſe partake of 


the ſame mercy for our preſent and eternal 
comfort. Amen. e 


Let us Pray 


TIARDON, O Lord we beſeech thee, the 
4k ſins of thy people, that by thy goodneſs 
we may be delivered from thoſe bonds in 
which we have been engaged by our own 


weaknels ; through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


thy Son. 


If the Sundays after Whitſuntide be more 
than twenty-four, what are wanting muſt be 
here-ſupplied from the Sundays after Epiphany. 
See Vol. XIII. p. 178, 187, 195, 202: 
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_ GosPEL, Mar. XXIV. 155 35 * 


IN the beginning of this Goſpel Chri/t foretels the 

deflruftion of Jeruſalem ; and giving bis 
Diſciples a fign of its approaching ruin, he Jays 

it ſhould be when they ſhould, obſerve the abo- 
rens of deſolation ſtanding in the holy 
place, for that then its ruin ꝛcat near. Hence 
let us make it our prayer this day, that God 
would deliver us from all kinds of profanation, 
that we may never [ee in ourſelves this ſign of 
God's anger, and aur own ruin. 


Let us Pray. 


05 GOD who didſt give this * a * n of 
the number of the Jerws ſins being led 
up, and of thy ſevereſt judgments being 
ready to break out upon them, to wit, The 
Profanation of the Temple, Mercitully now 
hear our prayers, and deliver us, we b:ſe:ch 
thee, from all profaneneſs, that ſo we may 
be never ſo unhappy as to ſce in ourfel: e; the 
evident marks of thy diſpleaſure, and the 
ſigns of our approaching ruin. 


K ij 
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The caſe is very plain, there i is nothing 
holy, but what has 4 particular regard to 
- thee, by a participation of the holineſs in 
being conſecrated to thy ſervice, or ſanctified 

by thy mercies: And hence O God, we muſt 

own there is no profaning any thing that is 

holy but with a particular contempt of thee, 

ſuch a contempt as carries with it a blackneſs 
above the guilt of ordinary fins, and is not, 

like theſe, the argument of human frailty, but 
ol a ſoul that has loſt the fear of God, and 
is given up to a reprobate ſenſe : And who 
then can wonder that where theſe fins appear 
there is an evidence of thy particular dif- 
Pleaſure, and of thy os barge: [+ judg- 
ments? 

Wherefore we moſt earneſtly beſeech thee, 
O Lord, amidſt all our infirmities to preſerve 
us from all that is profane, and give us a 
particular jealoufly of every thing that can 
be ſuſpected of this guilt. | 
And in the firſt place, ſince thy name, 0 
God, is holy, grant us that true reſpect for 
it as is due, ſo as never to uſe it but with a 
becoming reverence, and in ſuch a manner 

as thou mayeſt be glorified in it. R. Grant 
this, O Lord, we beſeech thee. 

Hence, 0 Lord, we beſeech thee to 

give us that reſpectful watchfulneſs upon 
our lips as to preſerve us from all irreverence 


after TOE. | 221 


to thy Holy Name, and, mercifully deliver 
us from all kinds of 7 ye of it, 
whether _by Fa. ſwearing, imperfect 
oaths, or by taking thy name in vain. R. 
From all theſe profanations of 47 Holy Name 
deliver us, O Lord. 

Deliver us, O Lord, we beſooch thee, 
and grant we may never do it, either in a 
paſſion, or heedleſly, or through any ill cuſ- 
ſtom. R. Deliver us, O Lord. | 

The day thou haſt fet apart for t by 
ſervice — worſhip. is holy, and thou haſt 
ven us an expreſs —— to ſanctify 
it. Grant therefore we may obſerve it, 
according to thy precept, O Lord. and keep 
it a Sabbath holy to thee in ſuch exerciſes 
as may be for thy glory and for fitting our 
ſouls for an eternal Sabbuth in heaven. R. 
Grant this, O Lord. we beſeech tbee. 

Hence, O Lord, we. beleech thee, to 


render us by thy grace ſo watchful over 


all our ways, as carefully to avoid all what- 
ever it may be, by which this day can be 
profaned or abuſed, whether by floth or 


fleep, or idle converfation, vain employ- 


ments, ſcandalous diverſions, or unneceflary 
work, R. From all theſe profanations; and 


ebuſes of this day, which by thy command ought 


is be kept holy, deliver us, O Lord. 
K uh 
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Deliver us, O Lord, we. beleech thee, 
and grant we may never do it, either 
through diſreſpect, careleſsneſs, ill cuſtom, 
or moved to it by the authority or example 
of others. R. Deliver us, O Lord, 

The places that are ſet apart for thy 
fervice and worſhip are holy: Grant there. 
fore that at all times our behaviour in them 
may be attended with ſuch ſeriouſneſs, gra- 
vity and reverence, as becomes thy ſacred 
preſence ; and that we may ſo ſeek, ſerve and 
adore thee in ſpirit and truth, as to engage 
thy mercy to us and pay thee the homage 
that is due from us thy creatures. R. Grant 
_ this, O Lord, we beſeech thee. 

Hence, O Lord, we beſeech thee, to 
ftrike our ſouls with ſuch a facred awe of 
thy preſence, as often as we come into theſe 
places of worſhip, as to prevent in us all 
manner of profanations and abuſes whether 
by idle gazing, diſreſpectful converſation, 
indecent dehaviour, unbecoming lightneſe, 
or any other way diſedifying to our neigh- 
bour, or diſpleaſing to thee our God. R. 
. From all theſe prefanations and abuſes of 
places facred to thy ſervice, deliver us, 0 | 
Lord. 

Deliver us, O Lord, we. beſeech thee, 
from all thoſe ways by which careleſneſs, 
indevotion, vanity, a ſenſual or worlaly 
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fpirit is wont to abuſe the, places of thy 
worſhip.” R. Deliver us, O Lord. NE g 
The book of the Goſpels, and of other 
parts .of thy ſacred word, is holy : Grant 
therefore we may have a due regard to 
to this holy volume as to what js divine, 
that we may never read it but with a due 
reſpect, and venerate the truths it deli- 
vers as the rule of ſalvation and way to 
eternal life. R. Grant this, O Lerd, we 
beſeech thee. + 3 
Hence, O Lord, we beſeech thee. to 
grant us that pious guard upon our lips 
as never to profane thy ſacred word by. 
making it the ſubje& of our jeſts, raillery, 
or light entertainments : Give us allo a 


allow , them any liberty prejudicial to the 
authority of what it delivers : And a much 
ſtricter, guard grant we may keep upon our 


corrupt, the truths of thy word by our own 


taken gloſſes. R. From all theſe profanations 
and abuſes of thy ſacred word, which is the 
fountain of living. water, and food of life, 
deliver us, O Lord. N 

Deliver us, O Lord, we beſeech the2, 
and grant we may never fall under any of 
this manifold guilt, either through diſbelief. 

| K iv 


like guard upon our thoughts, as never ta 


imagination and , judgments, as never to 


falſe lights, preſuming philoſophy, or miſ. 
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diſreſpect, raſhneſs or profaneneſs. R. deliver 
us, O Lord. A, +5 90%, THF 

- Jeſus is above all holy; his faith and 
myſteries are holy, the religion by which 
he is ſerved and worſhipped ts holy: Grant 
therefore, O Lord, we may have in our 
hearts a true reverence for theſe as the 
neceflary means of falvation, 'and that 
as often as we mention them with our lips, 
it may be always with that reſpe& as to 
diſcover the ſolidity of that faith on which 
it is grounded. R. Grant this, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee. Fit 7 | 

Hence, O Lord, we beſeech thee by 
thy grace, fo to confirm us, that we may 
never ſhew favour to any one glance or 
thought prejudicial to thy faith or reli. 
gion. And as for all. kind of profane 
words, or atheiſtical diſcourſe, or irreli- 
gious jeſts, that we may abhor them, both 
in ourſelves and others, as the moſt deteſta- 
ble of all 'vices. R. From all theſe profa- 
nations and "abuſes of thy holy faub and 
religion, deliver us, O Lord. 

Deliver us, O Lord; we beſeech thee, 
and grant we may never fall under this 
guilt, as with chriſtian lips to * betray 
chriſtianity, or even encourage, counte- 
nance or join with fach company as make 
it the exerciſe of their wit, and ſubject 
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of their entertainment, to laugh at all that 
is ſacred and trample; the mercies. of God 
under their feet. R. Deliver us, O Lori. 


From theſe, O God, and all other kikds 


of irreligion and profaneneſs, may thy 
mercy deliver us. For what can we expect 
when ſuch vile, blind, ſinful worms begin 
thus to ſtrike at heaven, and with their im- 
pious breath undermine that which was pur- 
chaſed with the blood of Jeſus, and eſtab- 
liſhed by the blood of ſo many - thouſand 
martyrs * this is certain the abomination of 
deſolation, and not the forerunner only, but 
in itſelf the greateſt of judgments. 
Wherefore, O' molt gracious Lord, we 
beſcech thee in thy mercy to pardon what- 
ever part we have had in this wickedneſs, 
and now ſo to ſtrengthen us by thy grace, 
that we may never more relapſe in this guilt, 


of religion, nor be pleaſed with ſuch com- 
pany whoſe diverſion is in being profane. 
Hear us, moſt merciful Father,. and 
deliver not only us, but all that belongs to 
us, from this abomination, and reſcue the 


hee, chriſtian world from this ſhameful wicked- 
this i nefs. No wonder at thy judgments, when 
tray ſo much of this deteſtable liberty, of theſe: 
nte- bold attempts againſt heaven, are tolerated 


among the g of thy name. Remove 
Ky 


that we may never make a jeſt at the expence 


„ St. Barnaby, June 1 r. 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


from us, O God, theſe crying ſins, that thy 
judgments likewiſe may be taken from us, 
and may we no more partake of any profa- 
nation, no, not ſo much as once taking thy 
name in vain by an idte exclamation. Amen. 
Let us Pray. 

AISE up, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 

the hearts of thy faithful, that being 


more zealous in all that is good, they may 
find the greater effects of thy goodneſs; 


ON THE FESTIVALS, 


ST, BARNABT, JUNE f:. 


HIS being the day of” St. Barnaby, who 

being choſen by the Apoſtles, . was: joined 
with St* Paul, to go and preach the Goſpel to 
the Gentiles, and having faithfully laboured in 
the vineyard, tas at length crowned: with 
martyrdom: Hence 
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O GOD, receive our thanks. we "balbech 
thee, for all thy graces poured forth 
on this thy ſervant ; and mercifully grant 
that what we honour in him, it may be our 
daily endeavour to imitate, fo to become. 
more acceptable to thee. 

It is a great character, thou halt | giver ot | 
| "Tang in thy holy word, where he is declared, 
A good man and full of the Holy GHH. O 
God ! ! Waen ſhall we come to deſerve this 
character! We can admire it in him, 
and ſend forth ſome paſſing ſighs, to expreſs 
our great - diſtance from it. But when 
ſhall we be ſo far in earneſt as to labour, 
without ceaſing, in removing all obſtacles, 
and preparing our hearts for becoming the 
fixt abode of the Spirit of life. 

We know, as long as the ſpirit of the 
world governs in us, and. has the direction of 
our lives, we cannot be truly good, neither 
canthe Holy Ghoſt abide in us. - 

| We know as long as ſelf. love governs i in 
us, and our own will has the direction of 
our lives, we cannot be truly good, neither 
can the Holy Ghoſt abide in us. | 

What then is it we do! We talk of being 
good, and ſend up ſome faint wiſhes, in 
praying to be ſo: But what is it we do to- 
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wards it! Can we be good; whilſt the love 
of the world, and of our own will has ſo 
much command within us? And What i it 
wie do for delivering ourſelves from this great 

diſorder? We are every day yielding to it, 
and thus give it ſtrength, and can this be the 
way to be delivered from it! 

O Father of all goodneſs, be merciful to 
us, and pardon this our infincerity, our ill 
management and indiſcretion, and now give 
us grace both to be confounded at our ill 
method, and hkewiſe effeQually to change 
it. "ay 

Give us grace to make war againſt the love 
of the world, and of ourſelves, which hither- 
to has been ſo powerful in us. May we 
begin to ſuſpect all ſuch inclinations, and, 
by a ſteady refiſtance, labour to weaken 
them in all their uſual attempts. 

May we purſue our deſigns with courage, 
oppoſing ſtrength with ſtrength, and violence 
with violence; may we ſet the ſtrength of 
grace againſt nature, and ſpare no violence 
to make nature bend. 

May we ſpur on our ſlothful and deſpond- 
ing minds with the quick, lively and repeat- 
ed impreſſions. | 

That we are not born for this world, but 
for Gd. 

That the world and 4 If-oill may eadil y 
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damn Us, but it is thou only, O God, canſt 


ſave us. 


That the crimthal ations of the due | 
and /eIf-ewill are only for a few moments,, A 
preſent bitterneſs is generally mixt with them 


and eternal torments follow cloſe. ae 


them. 

That however difficult i it be to e to 
be checked in its inclinations, yet the diffi- 
culty cannot laſt long; and ſhort as it is, has 
preſent comforts to encourage it, and eternal 
recompence waiting to crown it. 

That it is madneſs-for us, who find it fo 
hard to ſuffer, to prepare for ourſelves eyer- 
laſting ſuffering. 

Theſe, O God, are truths, which then 
haſt taught us, -and We beſeech thee, that 
they may ever preſs, as with a weight upon 
our ſouls, both as a conſtant reproach of our 
diſorders, and a ſpur to ſet us forward in the 
way of the: Goſpel, - | 

It is this grace, O God, we e deſire, that 
we may no longer be led along by that ſpirit 
of corruption, which is within us; but 
having brought this into ſubjection, may be 
prepared for that better ſpirit, which filled 
and conducted the Apoſtles, and is the 950. 
ſpirit, by which we can become truly g. 
and be led on in the way of ſalvation. 

Come therefore, O Bleſſed God, and help 
us on this day, that now we may be i in ear- 
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neſt in this great work of eternity ; that we 
may no longer be under the government of 
ſelt-love or the world, while we pretend to 
ſeek and ſerve thee our God ! but that re- 
ſiſting all ſuch inclinations, ve may dreak 
their force, and put ourſelves under the con- 
duct of thy Holy Spirit which alone can guide 
us fate to thee. 


| Let us Pray. 


GOD, who affordeſt us matter of ; Toy. 
in the merits and interceſſion of thy 
bleſſed Apoſtle St. Barnaby: Mercifully 
grant, that we, who by him petition. for 
thy favours, may by the gift of thy holy 
grace obtain what we alk. nr, our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


S8 


Narivrry or ST. Jonx Barrisr Jux 
24. 


4 HIS baing the day of St. John Papti, 
the forerunner of our Lord, who was 

Zo prepare his. way before Am: Les us Ute 

it our petition, this day, that according to the 

example and proceedings of St. John, we 

may prepare the way. of our Lord in our 


ſouls, 


* 


June 24. 231 
Let us Prom | 


\ GOD, mh by the pee of 

thy holy church, doeſt, in this feſtival, 
provide us with a yearly memorial of this 
thy ſervant ; mercitully grant, we may not 
paſs it over in ceremony only, but ſo effec- 
tually perform what we are taught by it, 
that it may be to us the preparation of our 
ſouls, for receiving Jes... | 

For this end, we beſeech thee, O God, 
to open our eyes and our hearts, that ſee 
ing this. great Saint retiring out of the 
world into a deſert, we may in earneſt 
conſider, how far it is neceſſary for us to 
ſeek a kind of ſolitude, and withdraw from 
the world. 

We confeſs, O God, we have great ”_ 
ſon to conſider it, r of the great in- 
jury the world does us, as to all, that is 
ſpiritual, and of the multiplicity of fins, it I 
occaſions in us. 

Infinite, O Merciful Lord, are the dis 
orders cauſed in us, by loving and conver- 
ſing too much with the world, 

It is by loving and converſing with the 
world, we grow in love with what 5 
rainly and worldly. R. We confeſs 9 

. * 
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It is by converſing with the world, we 
are taught to admire the ways of the world. 


R. Ve confeſs it, O God. 


It is by converſing with the world, our 
paſſions are ſtrengthened, our infirmities 
increaſe, and ſelf-love is improved in us. 
R. We confeſs it, O God. 

It is by converſing with the world, we 
are encouraged to deſpiſe diſcipline, and 
to run into many diſorders. R. We confeſs 


1, 0 God. 


It is by converſing with the world, the 
concern of eternity is leſſened in us, and 
the rules of the Goſpel loſe their authority 
with us. R. We confeſs it, O God. © 

And as for the number of ſins, by which 
our ſouls are polluted, by converſing with 
the world, theſe are without number ; and 
their gullt is ſuch, as muſt increaſe the 
terror of- death, and the weight of our 


LT) COKE R. We confeſs it, O God. 


nd why is it then, we have fo much 
to do with the world? The world, which is 
the ſnare of our ſouls, the ſchool of ſatan, 


the encourager of vice, the enemy of 
innocence, the theatre of fin, and highway 


to hell! Why is it, that we,who are created 
for eternity, have ſo much to do wich a 
malicious and ae world! 
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O God! This is our great misfortune, 

to admire that, which above all things, 

| we ought to fear; and to ſeek there our 
| ſatisfaction, where we have reaſon to expect 
; our eternal ruin, This is our miſery, and 
we confeſs it to thee, our God, becauſe 
ſeeing miſery in ourlelyes, 1 we ſee no help, 
but in thee. | 
Hear us therefore, we | beſeeck the, 
crying out to thee, and have compaſſion 
e on us; help us againſt ourſelves, and let 


K 


d the power of thy grace overcome in us 
y that corruption, which is the root of all 
b our evil. 

ht Help us in diſcerning that part of the 
th world, to which neceſfity or charity obliges 
ad us, and that, which our corruption pre- 
he tends to be neceſſary; and having made 


this diſtinction, let it be the effect of thy 
mercy to us, ſo to obſerve the diviſion in 
our lives, as to renounce all that, which has 
nothing, but our own wicked or pervert 


an, inclinations to plead for it. 
of Give ear to us, O God, in this point, 
yay becauſe of the great difficulty we have from 


our own corruption, and which we can 
never hope to overcome, but by thy grace. 
Let thy grace therefore enable us, and 
make that eaſy, which nature makes hard; 


and through thy heavenly aſſiſtance, let 
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nothing ſeem hard to us, which. is for gain- 
ing eternity. 

We ſhall ſoon be ſummoned put of this 
life, and then, whether willing or no, we 
muſt leave, we muſt be torn from all, what. 
ever is now ſo inviting and dear to us. Ah, 
Bleſſed Lord! That we could now be fo 
wiſe, as voluntarily and freely to quit all 
that, which is diſpleafing to thee, and which, 
if not renounced, mult prove an everlaſting 
rack to our ſouls, will divide us eternally 
from Jeſus, and put us under an e 

of ever more preparing for him. | 

Ah, Blefled Jeſus! Be merciful to us, 
and teach us this wiſdom : Teach us to 
prepare our ſouls for thee, and never more 
ſuffer us to be ſo unhappy, as to let the 
love of the world exclude thee from our 
hearts. 

May we now learn to fly the nods and 
in retirement, as much as- may be, ſeek 
to prepare our hearts. May we ſee, how 
much time we may cut off from unpro- 
fitable company; how much from unne- 
ceſſary fleep; how much from idleneſs; 
how much from the impertinency of bu- 
ſineſs, and thus by good management, 
endeavour to ſpare ſome hours for n 
thee, our God. 

All our time is thy gift, and it is hard 
we can find ſo little for thee. Our one 


neceſſary buſineſs, is the ſalvation of our 
ſouls, and it is hard, that finding time for 
all manner of trifling concerns, we ſhould 
find none for this. All other affairs wall 
profit us nothing, if we miſcarry in this; 
and it is hard, that knowing how to employ 
our thoughts and our time in all other 
buſineſs, we know not what to do in this. 
"Theſe, O God, are great misfortunes, 
and it is the ſenſe of thefe makes us turn 
to thee for remedy. Theſe oblige us to 
petition for thy help, that by thy power- 
ful grace, our diſtempered hearts may be 
cured, that we may find comfort in ſeeking 
thee, , more than in following the world? 
that we may know, how to employ our 
thoughts in retirement; that we may find 
a reliſh in the exerciſes of the ſoul; that 
it may be our comfort to labour in overcom- 
ing outfelves, and diſengaging our hearts 
trom the love of all, that is prejudicial to 
our eternal concern. | | 
This mercy, O God, we aſk of thee, 
becauſe we are abſolutely convinced, that 
we can no otherwiſe prepare our fouls for 
becoming the abode of our Redeemer. 
For carrying on this work, we beg, 
that the voice and preaching of the holy 
Baptiſt may ſound daily in our hearts and 
ears; that we may hear him calling upon 


their inclinations 3 or whether it be not juſt, 
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all to do penance, to bring forth worthy 
Fruits of penance, and to fly from the wrath 
10 come.. = | 

Hence, O Bleſſed Lord, may we every 
day remember, what our ſins have been ; 
may we conſider, what humiliations are ne- 
ceflary after ſuch : provocations; whether 
ſuch offenders ought to be gratified in all 


they ſhould be puniſhed for their crimes, 
May we conſider, what puniſhment is due 
to ſuch crimes, as outs have been ; both for 
overcoming our corruption, preventing re- 
lapſes, and making ſome atonement to thee, 
our God, for the deteſtable inſolence, by 
which we have ſo often deſpiſed thy holy 
law, and rebelled againſt thee. | 
This, O Bleſſed God, may we every da 
conſider ; and do thou, O God, we beſeecl 
thee, ſtrike it with ſuch an impreſſion on our 
hearts, that we may live, the remainder of 
our days, according to that Spirit, which the 
Holy Baptiſt recommends, in doing penance 
for our fins, and being ever careful in bring- 
ing forth worthy fruits of penance. 

By this Spirit, O God of mercy and jul- 
tice, may we be directed in our clothes, at 
our table, in our leiſure hours, in our ſleep, 
in our converſation, in our money, in the 
government of our ſenſes, and of all the in. 
clinations, affections and deſires of our ſouls. 
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May the law of penance extend to the whole 
management of our lives; and if many li- 
berties and ſatisfactions are by this means 
retrenched, may we ſtill go on, and always 
check the complaints of uneaſy nature, by 
pleading, that ſuch liberties belong not to 
ſuch offenders, that juſtice will not allow 
criminals to be courted; and that nature 
mult ſuffer the conſequence of her own fins, 
and bear the burthen ſhe has brought upon 
herſelf : That where juſtice calls for puniſh- 
ment, it muſt be injuſtice to live in ſoftneſs 
and eaſe: And thus may we ever go on fol- 
lowing the advice of the Baptiſt, and pre- 
paring the ways of our Lord. 15 


Let us Pray. 


da () God, who haſt made this day honour- 
ved, able to us by the birth of St. Fohn ; 
our grant to thy people the grace of ſpiritual 
er of joys; and direct the minds of all the faithful 
h the in the way of eternal ſalvation. Through 
nance our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. | 


SS. PETER AND Pur, Jux 29 


T HIS being the day of the two great Apeſtles, 
St. Peter and St. Paul, who were alled 
by Chriſt, and choſen to carry his name to Jeu 
and Geniiles, and by a great power, to over 
throw the kingdom of Satan, in the converſion 
of many people and nations to the chriſtian faith; 
hence es, raiſing our minds to heaven, 


Let us Pray. 


0 thee, O God, be eternal praiſe and 

. thankſgiving, for all thy -mercies to the 
world, by the miniſtry of theſe thy ſervants, 
in laying the foundation of thy church, in 
reſcuing ſo many fouls out of the power of 
darkneſs, and putting them 1 in che way of life 

eternal. 

May haven and earth join in one choir, 
and ſing an hymn of glory to thy name, for 
theſe effects of thy goodneſs to us Gentiles, 
who were then a blind, wretched, unhappy 
people, giving the glory of thee our Creator, 
to the work of our own hands, and walking 
on without concern, in all the vile ways ch 
our own corruption; but by theſe thy ſer 
vants were brought to the knowledge of the 


our God, and of Chriſt Jeſus, whom tha 
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hadſt ſent, our only Redeemer and Mediator, 
bleſſed for evermore. 7 

By the miniſtry of theſe, by their preach- 
ing and miracles, by their perſecution and 
ſufferings, by their impriſonment and bonds, 
by their lives and blood, which they gave in 
teſtimony of Chriſt and his truths, was the 
Roman city ſanctiſied to God, and the faith- 
ful there taught to ſurrender their lives a 
ſacrifice to Chriſt. wy | 

By the ſame and others ſent by. them, 


many other nations received the faith, and 
renouncing their idolatry, were brought to 


and the worthip of thee, the only true and living 
the God; and we alſo being reached by the 


ants, ſame mercy, amongſt many others, were re- 
1, in ſcued from our native darkneſs, from idolatry 
er of Wand blindnels, from vice and ignorance, and 


from all the abominations of unbelievers, 
and at the fame time grafted into the body of 
thy church, there to be inſtructed in the 
truths of ſalvation, to be guided by thy Spirit, 
and to be fed with the bread of life. 

Thus, O God, we, who were not thy peo- 
ple, became thy people, were taken into thy 
Inheritance, and made heirs of heaven, and 
o-heirs with Chriſt. For which mercy, O 
Father of goodneſs, we bow down and bleſs 
name, we praiſe and magnify thee, ang 
th all humility beſeech thee to perfect in 
s this great work; that we, who inherit 
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the bleſſings beſtowed on our forefather; ; 
may bring forth the fruit expected from 


 -- them, abounding in all good works, and 


with an induſtrious labour ſtudying to liye 
to the edification of our neighbour, and to 
E 

In order to this, we humbly beg thy grace, 
O God, that on this day of thy chief Apoſ. 
tles, we may partake of ſome degrees, at 
leaſt, of that grace, which makes Apoſtles, 
and without which, none can be the true 
Diſciples of Jeſus. Wi 

Give us grace, O God, in all things to 
enquire, what is thy holy will in us, that 


whatever our corruption be, we may have iſ 


ſtrength to ſtand againſt it, and not follow 
ourſelves, but follow thee, R. Give us Grace, Ml 
O God, in this to walk by the Spirit of thy 
Apoſtles. | -y 
Give us grace, O God, to withſtand all 
the violence of our paſſions, of whatever 
kind they be, and amidſt all their ſuggeſ 
tions, ſtill to enquire, what is the will cf 
Jeſus in us. R. Give us grace, O God, in ibi 
to walk by the Spirit of in Apoſtles. 

- Give us grace, O God, to reſiſt all natural 
aſſections, which carry us out of the way dd 
the Goſpel : that fo in all things, we may be 
led by no other voice but that of Jeſus. R 


Gin 
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Give us grace, O God, in this to walt by the 
Spirit of thy Apoſtles. <2: | 
| Give us grace, O God, to ſtudy the Goſ- 
pel of Jeſus, and ever to carry it in our 
hearts; that amidſt the infinite and endleſs 
temptations, to which we are expoſed, we 
may follow no other law but of that of Jeſus. 
R. Give us grace, O God, in this to walk by 
the Spirit of thy Apoſtles. | be! 
Hear us, O Bleſſed God, in theſe particu- 
lars, and mercifully grant our petitions, 
becauſe all our profeſſion, of being Diſciples 
of Chriſt, will be vain, except we obtain his 
grace, of living by the Spirit of a Diſciple. - 
We ſee, how great an abſurdity and-moc- 
kery it is, to profeſs the Goſpel, and not to 
live according to the Goſpel ; to profeſs a 
faith in Chriſt, and to live on in a method, 
quite contrary to what Chriſt teaches; and 
therefore. O God, under the ſenſe of this 
reproach, we turn to thee with all our ſouls, 
and with all humility beſeech thee to have 
compaſſion on us, under all our weakneſs, 
and by thy holy grace, to change in us, 
whatever is contrary to the . N. 
make, of being thy Diſciples. | 
Deſtroy in us, we beſeech thee, the Spirit 
of the world which thou, O Jeſus, haſt de- 
clared to be an enemy to thee, and which 
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and ſelf-will, becauſe thou, O Jeſus, haſt 


ritableneſs, hatred, malice, ill-will or conten- 
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therefore ought to have no part in the go- 
vernment of thy Diſciples. R. Amen. 
- Deſtroy in us the ſpirit of pride, paſſion 


commanded us to deny all theſe, and there- 
fore they ought to have no part in the 
government of thy Diſciples. R. Amen. 
Deſtroy in us all that is carnal, ſenſual and 
extravagant ; becauſe all this warring a- 
gainſt the Spirit, ought to have no part in 
the government of thy Di'ciples. R. Amen, 
Deſtroy in us whatever there is of uncha- 


tion ; becauſe having no part in the kingdom 
of heaven, ought to have no part in the 
government of thy Diſciples. R. Amen. 

Reform us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 
theſe and all other particulars, where corrup- 
tion has hitherto prevailed in us: Let thy 
grace re us to change our method ; may 
we now from this moment begin with our 
beſt endeavours, and never ceaſe endeavour- 
ing, as long as we find corruption left within 
us. 

Give thou a bleſſing to wiiat we do, as 
thou didſt to the labours of theſe thy Apol- 
tles; and may we find the fruit daily en- 
creafing in us; in being more zealous in all 
duties, more reſolute in reſiſting evil, and 
more ſolicitous in overcoming the world and 
ourſelves; that ſo not only in name, but u 
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ſpirit and truth we may become thy Diſ- 
ciples. i 
And not only to us, but to thy whole 
church, O Lord, give a bleſſing. Be thou 
the light and guide of all its paſtors, that 
they may feed the flock, be watchful againſt 
vice and errour, and both by word and ex- 
amgle lead all under their charge into the 
way of ſalvation. Let thy grace likewiſe 
reach, the flock in its ſeveral degrees, and 
guide their feet in the ways of peace; open 
their eyes, to be ſenſible of all their evils, 
and give them ſtrength to overcome them, 
that joining a virtuous life with a holy faith, 
they may in thy eternal inheritance find the 
comfort and recompence of all their labours. 
To thy mercy likewiſe we recommend- all 
thoſe people and nations, who {till lie under 
the blindneſs of infidelity. Thoſe alſo, who 
are deluded by errour, or ſeparated from the 
unity of thy church, by ſchiſm. Have mercy 
upon all theſe, we beſeech thee, and raiſe up. * 
ſuch apoſtolic ſpirits, by which they may be 
led into all truth. Bleſs and protect all ſuch, 
as labour, amongſt them, and may thy Holy 
Spirit ſo attend them, that they may ſee. the 
fruit of their labours, 1a the good of their 
neighbours, and in the glory of thy name. 


L ij 
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() GOD, who haſt conſecrated this day 
by the martyrdom of thy Apoſtles 
Peter and Paul; grant to thy church, that 
it may in all things follow their inſtructions, 


by whom it received the faith... 8 our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


COMMEMORATION OF ST. PAUL, JUNE zo. 


PHIS being a day appointed by the church 
for the grateful memorial of that great A. 
froſtle St. Paul, accordingly. 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, who haſt been pleaſed to ſhew 

the wonders of thy power and mercy 
in this great Apoſtle ; vouchſafe to receive 
the . homage of thy church, and of us thy 
ſervants, which we now pay thee, in 
acknowledgement of theſe ſingular privi- 
leges, by which he was raiſed from-a veſſel 
of diſhonour and perſecutor, to become a 
founder of thy church, and to carry. thy 
name amongſt the Gentiles. 
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For the light he brought amongſt the 
Gentiles. R. We bow down, adore, and 

praiſe thee, O God. 

Yar the converſion of ſo many a 
to the faith of Chriſt. R. We bow down, 
adore, and praiſe thee, O God. 1 

For his wonderful courage and zeal in 
preaching thy Holy Name. R. We bow 
down, adore, and praiſe thee, O God. 

For the ſaving inſtructions he has given 
to all believers. R. We bow down, adore, 
and praiſe thee, O God. 

For his wonderful patience under all 
manner of perſecution. R. We bow down, 
adore, and praiſe thee, O God. 

For his wonderful humility under ſo 


many ſingular privileges of thy favour. R. 


A bow down, adore, and praiſe thee, O 

For laying down his life, in teſtimony 
of thy truth. R. We bow down, adore, and 
2 thee, O God. | 

For all thy bleſſings, favours and graces, 
by which this thy ſervant was thus raiſed 
above human weakneſs, and prepared for 
that great work, to which thou waſt pleaſed 


to call him. R. We bow down, adore, and 


praiſe thee, O God. 
Praiſe, glory, adoration and thankſgiving 


be to thee, O Father of infinite goodnels, 


L uy 
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246 Commemoration of S. Paul, 
who haſt thus manifeſted thy mercy in this 


Apoſtle, and by him to the whole church, 
and to the faithful of all ages. For this, 
O God, may all generations bleſs thy Holy 
Name, and may the fruit of all his la- 
bours appear .to thy glory, to the end of 
the world. 1 EP x 

But while we give thee, O God, the 
glory of this ſolemnity, may thy, grace ſo 
prepare our hearts, that we may find the 
benefit of it, both for our preſent and future 


comfort. 


For this end, we beſeech thee, that we 
may ſo admire this Apoſtle, as to have his 
example and doctrine, every day, before 
our eyes, for the direction and perpetual 
government of our lives. 

May we learn from him, to eſteem all 
things as dung, that we may gain Chriſt 
R. Amen. | | | 

May we learn from him, to love thee, 
our God, and with ſuch conftancy, that 


nothing may be able to ſeparate us from that 


love of thee, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. . R. 
Amen. | . 

May we learn from him, patience in all 
tribulation, ſo as to be ever prepared to 
ſuffer whatever is thy Holy Will, and find 
comfort in our ſuffering. R. Amen. 


May we learn from him humility and 


) 
1 
1 


3. 247 
peace; ſo as to eſteem ourſelves the leaſt 
of all; doing nothing through ſtrife or 
vain glory; but ſtill eſteeming others better 
than ourſelves. R. Amen. 5 

May we learn from him, to put off the 
old man, with his acts, and become a new 
creature in Chriſt Jeſus. R. Amen. 

May we learn from him, to put on 
Chriſt, and ſo to live by his ſpirit, that 
the life of Chriſt may be manifeſted in us. 
R. Amen. 

May we learn of him, to deſire to be 


diſſolved, and be with Chriſt. R. Amen. 


Hear us, O God, in theſe our petitions, 
and now on tis day of thy Apoſtle, may 


we learn theſe leſſons, which he has taught 


us. Grant us ſome portion of his Holy 
Spirit, that we may renounce ſo much of 
ourſelves, and to let his better principles 
take place in' the government 'of our lives, 

Little will it profit us to honour thy 
Apoſtles, if we only obſerve their days, 
and follow not their inſtructions; if we 
only admire holineſs in them, and labour 


not to obtain it in ourſelves. O God! 


What will this come to, but to our heavier 
judgment! Be merciful therefore to us, 
we beſeech thee, and now let thy grace 
make ſuch laſting impreſſions in our ſouls, 


that we may conſider our corruption, and 
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248 Viſtation of the Virgin Mary, 


make war againſt it, ſo fight, not as beating 


the air, but keep under our bodies, and bring 
them into ſubjection, that ſo we be not re- 
probates. 

Hear us, O God, Goüg h Gainers ; — if 
we are unworthy, hear his thy Apoſtle, 
whoſe charity cannot fail, in defiring the good 
of the faithful; hear him praying for us, and 
grant, through the merits of thy only Son, 


that we-may be followers of kita, evenas he 
was of Chriſt. Amen 


Let us Pray. 


Of Ap oſtle St. Paul, haſt taught the people 
of the Gentiles: grant, we befeech thee, that 
we, who celebrate his martyrdom, may in 
thy favour find the effects of his interceſſion. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. - 


VisiTATION or THE VIRGIN Mary, JULY 2. 


TH IS being the Day, when the Blefſed Virgin 

went in haſte io the hill country to wiji 
Elizabeth, the mother of St. John Baptiſt, and 
was no ſeoner come into the houſe, but Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Gboſt, and the infan 
leaped in her womb : Hence 


God, who by the preaching of the holy | 


on | 249 


Let us Pray. | 


0 thee, O Eternal Father, we give 
the honour of this feſtival, whoſe 
glory is exalted in the mercies bellowed 
on thy ſervant. Wonderful are thoſe, 
which appear in the Bleſſed Virgin, for - 
which ſhe is honourable and bleſſed in all 
generationsl ; but ſince all, that is bleſſed in 
her, are thy gifts, and the diſpenſation of thy 
bounty, it is thou alone art to be glorified, 
and we do not honour her, but by coufeſ- 
fin * exceſs of * goodneſs and mexeigs 
to 

For all ſuch thy mercies therefare,. we 
now bow down, adore and glorify thee, 
the fountain of all goodneſs, from whom 
flows every good and perfect gift: To 
thee be praiſe, and glory, and benediction 
for ever, May all generations ſing forth 
thy praiſe, and ſtill increaſe in, their - ho- 
mage of adoration and thankſgiving, in pro- 
portion to the excellency of thy bleſſiugs, 
which they ſee wonderful and honourable 4 0 
thy ſervants. 

But while we are LOI to ſatisfy this | 
duty of juſtice, in honouring waat is hon- 
ourable, may thy Race raiſe another folici- 
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250 PViftation of the Virgin Mary, 
tude in us, of endeavouring eto learn from 
thoſe, who by thy gifts aro made a N 
aud example to us. 

And this day, O God, may we lebe 
From the Bleſſed Virgin, how to reform 
| 9 regulate our converſation and viſits. 

She underſtood it to be thy will, that ſhe 
ſhoulda go and viſit Elizabeth, and therefore 
ſhe went, and even went in haſte, notwith- 
ſtanding the difficulties of the way, — 
a mountainous county. O God, be merciful 
to us, and ghe us grace (as day, to make 

this our rule. 

"May it be our ndnd rule, Se r 
viſits are propoſed, ſtill to conſider, what is 

thy holy will. Whether it favours or for- 
bids our going? And then, if there appears 
' any encouragement, again to examine, 
which way thy will ſeems to call us? This 
being diſcovered, then, O God, may we.imi- 
tate the Bleſſed Virgin's haſte, and ſuffer no 
reluctance of nature, or other e 
ments, to be the occaſion of delay. 
Prom this rule, O Blefled Lord, may it be 
our practice, to chuſe ſuch vifits, as have 
* fore charity, piety, or other Chriſtian motive 
to recommend them; becauſe- theſe; we are 
| affüred, are according to thy will; and if 
andertaken upon this motive, cannot t fail of 
deing attended with thy bleſſing. 
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But then, as for ſuch viſits, as, ate the 
propoſals of a ſlothful or idle humour, or of 


vanity, or of lightnefs, or of dangerous curi- 
oſity, or of ſelf· love, or in favour of any ex- 


travagant, ſenſual or other ſinful inclination: 


As for all theſe, O God, may we learn to 
withſtand all ſuch propoſals, and ever chuſe, 


rather to be pointed at for being ſingular in 


1 


this caſe, than to join in what is evil, for 
preventing ſuch cenſures. 5017 


For this, O God, we aſk thy grace, that 
we may not let inclination carry it againſt thy 


vill, but may be reſolute in that, which thou 
haſt not left ſubject to any doubt, but haſt 
poſitively determined for us. For haſt not 


thou declared againſt all, that is from idlenels 
pride, ſenſuality and ſelf- love? And what 


account then ſhall we be able to give, if we 


* 
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are under the conduct of thoſe evils which 

thou haſt forbidden? And if, having thy 
will evident before us, we neglect its propo- 
fals, and inſtead of this, chuſe our own' 


inclinations for our guide? 


0 God! how great muſt our unhappineſs 
be, if we go on in this method, and forſake 
the rule thou haſt given us! This cannot be 


the way to eternal comforts, but very eaſily 
may be to our eternal ruin. Help us there- 
fore, we beſeech thee, and teach us to follov: 
the exarople, this day ſet before us. May 
Re L vi 


2889 viſiatim of the Virgin Mary, 


we let no other will be our guide, but thine, 
and in our viſits, may we ever conſider, what 
it is thou approveſt. 

And this, not only in the choice, but like. 
wiſe in the manner of our converſation in 
them. In this alſo, may we remember this 
day's. pattern; having fe 
the ſingular ſanctity of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
who filled the houſe with benediction, where 
ſhe went. 


O God! how much have we to reform in 


this point, who are ſo far from carrying a 
bleſſing with us, or making our viſits an 
advantage to thoſe we ſee, that we ſeldom 
make any, without their prejudice, with 
whom we converſe, and feldom return with- 
out the guilt of ſin. 

How often does this come to be our . 
in the common method of our entertainments 


either by flattering thoſe preſent in their paſ- 


ſions and unjuſt reſentments, or by wronging 


the abſent in "the ſeverity of groundleſs cen- 
ſures! ” And if we happen to eſcape theſe 
notorious evils ; yet {till how often do we 
oftend by diſſembling, and boaſting, and 
lying, beſides variety of other ſinful failings, 


which are generally mixt with our diſcourſe. 


Infinite, O God, have been our failings in 
a pain, wach nen n der 


iy 
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ill before our eyes. 


let 


87. Mam Magdalen, . 255 


begging grace to renounce theſe common 
methods of the world, which are attended 


us this day; now to 172 with the Bleſſed 


ting our viſits be the the inereaſe of ſin, both 
in ourſelves and others. Ty 5 
| Let us Pray. 


upon thy ſervants, the bleſſings of thy 
Heavenly grace; that we, who in Chriſt's 
being born of the Bleſſed Virgin, have had 
nity of ber viſitation find an increaſe of 
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© that True Convert, that Great Penitent, 
received and commended by Chriſt, in the Gofpdl, 
let us accordingly direct our Prayers, 


bly beſeeching thy mercy to forgive us, and 


with ſin, and now to begin another, which 
may be more according to the example given 


Virgin, in a ſolicitude for doing good, where 
we go; and no more with the word, in let- 


OUR. forth, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 


the N ot ſalvation, may in this ſolem- 
peace. Through the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
: ST. | Magy MAGDALEN, JULY 22. vt 


ö 1 


. Mary Mazdalen, 


Let us Pray. 


LESSED be thy Name, O God, for thy 

ſingular mercy to this thy ſerrant, who 
having been unhappily 1 in the depth 
of ſcandal and ſin, was by the power of thy 
goodneſs reſcued from this ſtate of miſery, 
and by thy holy grace fo truly ſanctified, as 
to become not only a pattern of true re. 
pentance, but alſo an example of the mot ſo. 
lid virtue and holinefs to all generations. 

For this thy goodneſs we adore and praiſe B 
and give thee thanks, confeſſing thy name to 
be glorious, as in the works of thy power, ſo 
much more in the wonders of thy mercy, 
that mercy, which has called upon ſinners, 
which has ſought finners, which has done 
and ſuffered fo much for the ſalvation of 
ſinners, which has raiſed ſo many ſinners to 
to the glory of the faints, and is ful lo. 
liciting for the ſalvation of all. 

For this mercy, ſo remarkably guten 
on this day, we again bow down, 24 with 
all humility and gratitude, give thee the glo- 
ry of what is wholly thine. And now hay- 
ing fo great encouragement, we lift up both 


dur hearts and eyes to thy throne of mercy, 
beſeeching thee to touch our hearts with the {ely 
{ime grace, with which thou waſt ri me; 


touch the breaſt of Magdalen, when, moved 


ally: aa. 255 
with repentance, ſne came into the honſe of 
the Pharaſee, and threw herſelf at the feet of 
her Redeemer. 

Hear us, O God, and ſhew this mercy to 
thy ſervants, that now our hearts may be fill- 
ed with -a horror of all our paſt iniquities; 
that we may be truly ſenſible of the injuſtice 
and deformity of fin, and how monſtrous. it 
is for fuch poor worms, as we are, to have 
lifted ourſelves up, and rebelled a gainſt 
thee, our God, our Redeemer and our all 

Have compaſſion on us, we beſeech thee ; 
and: grant this our. requeſt, becauſe we 
know, the converſion of ſinners muſt be the 
work of thy mercy ; we know a fincere re- 
pentance is thy gift, and that ſuch grief as 
purges the heart from fin, muſt be ty 
bleing te ums 

We know likewiſe the falſity of our nature 
by which we are ſtrongly inclined to put a 
cheat upon ourſelves; by which we ſeem 
often to | grieve for fin, without the leaſt 
truth of repentance, and frequently pretend 
to leave our evil ways, without leaving 
them. i; | 
The frequent experience we have had of 
this our deceitful te mper, makes us fear our- 
ſelves, and obliges us to importune thy 
un for Kere _ us ne O God 


«# 


256 St. Mary Magdalen, 


of Mercy, and now in this great work of 
repentance, upon which all depends, deliver 
us from all-miſtake ; grant we may no more 
deceive ourſelyes with what is counterfeit, 
cuſtomary or formal only, but let thy grace 
effect it in us, that our converſion be ſincere, 
that our hearts be turned with an abhorrence 
againſt all the evils, we have hitherto 

wrought, and this followed with ſuch 2 

penetrating grief, as if there were no other 

miſery in the world, but that of our fouls, 

under the ingratitude and guilt of ſin. 1 

Soften our hearts, O God, and poſleſs WF * 
them with ſuch a grief, that we may think 
of nothing more, then of lamenting our 
misfortune ; that we may repute all comforts 
as falſe, contemptible and vain ; and con- 
trive nothing more, than how to puniſh our 
folly, and amend our ways. 

O God! when wilt thou give us ſuch a 
true ſorrow, that with penitent Magdalen, 
our eyes may become fountains of tears, to 
bewail our miſery, and at the feet of Jeſus 
W., inplere thy mercy for the pardon of our 
Ahl my God! look upon me an un 
worthy ſinner, and now on this day of ſuch 
A convert, open my eyes that I may ſee the 


unhappy ſtate of my ſoul ; and not only fe 
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it, but likewiſe have my heart pierced with 
ſuch a ſolid grief for having offended thee; 
that without any conſideration of nature, or 
human reſpects, I may ſeek for Jeſus, and 
never depart from his ſacred feet, till by my 
fighs and tears, I have found favour: in his 
ſight, and heard thoſe words of comfort: Go 
in peace, thy fins are forgiven thee. 
But not only to me, O Lord, this grace, 
but to all thy faithful, who are under the 
guilt of fin, grant them all, we beſeech thes, 
ſuch a ſenſe of their miſery, that not only with 
a paſling grief, but with a true contrition, 
they may lament their unhappy ſtate ; and 
never ceaſe their endeavours, till they have 
overcome their. diſorders, and brought an 
that is rebellious in them, to a perfect ſubjec- 
tion to thy law. Suffer not thoſe, O God, 
who have a faith in thee, to live on thus in 
rebellion againſt thee. 488 
And this favour we moſt preſſingly aſk in 
behalf of thoſe unhappy ſouls, who like fin- 
ful Magdalen, have given up themſelves. to 
wickedneſs, and live either in the contempt | 
or forgetfulneſs of thee, their God. Touch 
all theſe, we moſt humbly beſeech : thee, 
vith a powerful grace, and ſtrike them wi 
a horror of their wretched and ſinful ſtate; 
lay all their abominations before them, and 


confound them with a ſight of their own 
deeds, 


253 St. Mary Magdalen, | 
— But, O God, let it be ſuch a confuſion as 


making them fear to go on, may oblige them 
to preſent reſolutions of forſaking their evil 
ways, and ſeeking thoſe others, by which 
they may purge their ſouls from the filth of 
ſin, and find mercy with thee, their God, 
Vho art ever calling them to mercy. 

Hear us, O God, and with repenting 
Magdalen, bring all theſe ſouls to the feet of 
Jeſus. There may they lay open all their 
wounds before their heavenly phyſician, and | 
moving him to compaſſion by their tears, 
obtain that grace, by which they may love 
him with all their hearts, and begin a | 
new life, never more to be interrupted by 
any wilful fin. Amen. 


Let us Pray. 


RANT, O Lord, we beſeech thee, ve 
| may find help by the interceſſion of 
Bleſſed Magdalen; by whoſe prayer thou wall 

evailed on to raiſe Laz2us to life, after he 
had been four days dead, Who liveſt and 
reigneſt with God the Father. 7 
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ST. JaMEs, JULY 25. 
HIS being the day of St. James the Apo/ile, 
brother of St. John, who being called by 

Chriſt, forthwith left his nets and father, and 
followed him ; and having received particular 
arguments of Chriſt's favour, in being witneſs 
of bis transfiguration on Mount Thabor, and of 
his agony in the garden after faithful labours m 
Chriſt's vineyard, at length received the crown 
of Martyrdom, and drank of that cup, of which 


Crit had foretold him. Hence 


Let us Pray. 


0 Bleſſed Jeſus, who didſt ſhew the power 


of thy grace in this Apoſtle, when hav- 
ing called upon him, and commanded him to 
follow thee, he immediately forſook all, and 
became thy Diſciple : Be merciful to us alſo, 


End call upon us this day to follow thee. 


And grant, it may have ſuch effect in our 
ſouls, that we may leave all, to follow in all 
hings the direction of thy holy will, ſince it 

thus only we can become thy Diſciples. 
We confeſs, O God, through our corrup- 
on, we have many things to forſake, that 
e may become obedient to thy will; but 


£60 St. James, Fuly 25. 


our greateſt- difficulty is in forſaking our. 
ſelves: and therefore; behold, O Lord, we 
make it our petition, this day, that thou 
wouldeſt vouchfafe graciouſly to hear us in 
this point, and give us ſuch grace, as may 
e — _ - undertake this difficult 
work, and hkewile ſtrengthen us in carryin 
it on, and finiſhing it. wii | 8 
This, O Bleſſed Redeemer, we aſk of thee, 
becauſe having all thy commands before us, 
we lee, it is the perverſeneſs and violence d 
our own will, which creates the great diff. 
culty, and 1s the principal cauſe, why we do 
not readily follow, where thy holy will and 
commands appear evidently to call us; and} 
till this be remedied, we fee more likelihood 
of acting againſt thee, like enemies, than «i 
following thee, like Diſciples. 
Be therefore, O God, propitious to us nf 
this one particular, and help us in overcom 
ing our own will, and forſaking ourſelves. i 
And in the firſt place, O Lord, by tiY 
power of thy grace, help us in breaking the 
violence of our own wills, that we may lean 
to moderate all our defires, and may make 
this our general rule, in all that is not duty; 
always to oppoſe our inclinations whenert 
they are bent with earneſtneſs upon what 
propoſed. This, it is true, is a difhecul 


St. James, July ag. 26x 


tule to nature, which is never pleaſed in 
veing contradicted; But, O God, let all 
Ws difficulties whatever thou pleaſeſt, come upon 
us, ſo we may prevent our miſcarrying in 
our great affair of eternity. | 2 
Next, O Lord, we beſeech thee, to carry 
us on another ſtep by thy grace; that we 
may have our wills ſo under command that 
they never murmer or complain of any thing, 
which thou art pleaſed to permit, either for 
dur trial or our puniſhment : But in all 
things, may they be ſo entirely ſubdued, as 
never to expreſs any diſlike, nor appear in 
Wany thing which is contrary to thy orders: 


: For what is ſuch diſlike, but only to ſet up 
% againſt God? | 


Now we have begun, let duſt and aſhes 
peak; advance us, we beſeech thee, ſtill 
Wone ſtep farther, in giving us ſuch grace, that 
e may be dead to our own wills; ſo that in 
hatever befals us, whether in the con- 
Wduct of our ſouls under thy hand, or in the 
ontradictions or other difficulties given us 
Wy the world, we mayever go on unconcerned 
nd unmoved, enjoying a certain peace of 
Wpirit under thee, our God; as knowing our- 
elves to be under thy government, and that 
is our duty, ſtill to embrace thy will with 
ove, and to follow thee, with interiof peace, 
where ever thou calleſt, 


262. St. Fames, July 25. 
Receive theſe our 


petitions, O Merciful 


n 
Redeemer, and be favourable to us in theo 
grant of what we aſk ; becauſe, in this, we Ru 
alk to become thy Diſciples. For it is now Me- 
too long experience has taught us, that the V 
reaſon why we do not follow thee, is becauſe 
our own wills are not yet ſubdued, are not N co 
yet ſufficiently mortified and dead in us. in 
This is the cauſe of our ſo often departing to 
from thee, and of our falling into ſuch. fre. ſer, 
quent fins. This is the cauſe of all our .con- Mit; 
tentions and diſputes, of all inward reſent. to 
ments, and taking exceptions againſt our Weor 
neighbour, of all our interior diſturbance, anc 
of all impatience and trouble, either with r: 
our neighbour or at ourſelves, either in afllic- t, 
tion or at our own infirmities; our own {End 
unmortified will is at the root of all theſe; = ( 
and till we obtain thy grace to overcome it, ng 
we can never be ſteady or even faithful in the her 
profeſſion, we make of being thy Diſciples. Wis 


Hear us therefore, O Merciful Jeſus, in Wow 
this ſo important point, and perfect us in 
that firſt leſſon thou gaveſt, of denying our- 
ſelves. In this we muſt begin to be thy 
diſciples, and it is with the ſame practice we e 
muſt ſtill go on, if we defire to advance in 
that profeſſion: All depends, both beginning, 
going on and finiſhing, on the denying ol 
ourſelves, on bringing, our wills, as much a 


- 2 


WT ourſelves, and alive only to thee; of being 


| unmoved under all manner of impreſſions, 


W except thoſe only which come from thy Holy 
Will. e 


O God! when ſhall T be ſo happy, as to 
come to this ſtate; to find no other motion 


Win my will, but what comes from thee, and 
to be in a manner unmoved and dead, as to 


every thing elſe, that endeavours to affect 


it; to pals it all by as things not belonging 


o me, and in which I ought to have no 
Wconcern | This is the (tate I ought to deſire; - 


and I beg of thee, O Jeſus, that by thy Holy 
race, I may be ſincere, not only in deſiring 
t, but alſo in my daily and even untired 
endeavours of coming to it. 8 
Grant this, O God, to us all, who ſee- 
ng our want, petition for thy help. Shew 
herefore thy mercy to us, O Jeſus, and on 


his day of thy Apoſtle, call upon us with as 


dowerful a Venite, come after me, as thou 
lidſt upon him. Call upon us, and may thy 

ords be ſuch a forcible command upon our 
Pearts, as to oblige us to forſake all for the 
bve of thee: To forſake fin, to forſake the 
World, to foreſake intereſt, to forſake pre- 
ent convenience and comforts, and to for- 
ke nature, to forſake our own wills, and 


l that is ourſelves; ſo as never to let theſe 
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Ener ccmmand,; or 10 be our 
from following where thou art 
fleaſed to call us. 


1 Warn we confeſs to be our duty, and there. 


fore we moſt humbly pray for thy aſſiſtance. 
_ becauſe we know our difficulties to be 
and great, hence we appeal to the 
—— Tg ka molt tender compaſſion ; beg. 
—_ we may want none of thoſe helps, dich 
are neceſlary for us, in this our ſtate of 
weakneſs. 
Hence, O Jeſus, may thy heavenly grace | 
ſupply us with that help, this Apoſtle had! 
on Mount Thabor, and by the lively impreſ 
ſions of thoſe promiſes, and the glorious 
inheritance, thou haſt provided for ſuch as 
leave all for thee, may we be encouraged 
under all the. ſelf-denials, that are neceſlary 
for bringing us to the happy diſpoſition of a 
Diſciple; and hence may we leara not to 
fear nor decline any trouble, while we hare 
the proſpe& of a crown, to make all our 
ſufferings eaſy and comfortable. 
Grant us likewiſe the other help of thi 
Apoſtle, when, in the garden, being wituels 
of thy agony, he was by this encouraged to 
deſpiſe nature with all its inclinations, and 
by a true conformity offer himſelf to drink 
of the ſame cup, Which he ſaw firſt given 
thee. * ; 
Th 
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This encouragement, O Lord, may we 
$8 likewiſe have, and by a lively ſenſe of thy 
== ſufcrings, may we be prepared to ſuffer all 
x that is contradicting to nature, and become 
thy diſciples, by reſigning our wills entirely 
to thee, even as thou didſt to thy eternal 
Father. Thus, O Jeſus, may we learn to 
follow thee in what thou haſt taught, not 
only by word, but likewiſe by example; 
and may we, vile ſinners, never think it 
much to be obliged to deny our own wills, 
when we ſee this undertaken by thee, who 
art our God, even the Word incarnate. 
For why ſhould not the members follow 
their Heads 5 | 
Receive theſe our petitions, O merciful 
Father, for it is a confuſion to ns to-go on 
thus under the profeſſion of being thy diſci- 
les and followers, and to find ſo very little 
in us that belongs to a diſciple. Have com- 
paſſion, therefore, on us, O Jeſus, and now 
on this day take from us all impediments ; 
and inſtead of that ſtrong adheſion we have 
to our own wills, give us grace to deſpiſe and 
deny our own Wills, and to have that one 
olicitude of doing in all things thy holy will, 
Wor thus only can we be thy followers. 


WIE thou, O Lord, the Sanctifier and 


WI Keeper of thy people; that under the 
Vor. XV, * 
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patronage of St James thy apoſtle, they may 


be well, pleaſing to thee in a holy converſa- 
tion and faithful ſervice, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


. ²˙ . RO tcCtCqocot 


ST ANN, July 26. 


HIS being the day of St Ann, mother 

of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, who brought 

Forth this holy fruit after many years of barren- 
10%, and being engaged in the ſolicitude of a 


family and worldly life. Hence : 
Let us pray. 6 

'O thee, O eternal Father, we render = 

the homage of praiſe and thankſgiving th 

for all thy mercies to this thy ſervant, in 
ſanctifying her amidſt the diſtracting con- tin 
cerns of a family and worldly life, and for tin 
all thy grace and favours by which ſhe was on. 
ſingled out of the whole world, and choſen i ea 
by thee to be mother of the Blefled Virgin of 
Mary, who brought a Saviour oi the world. ſug 
For the wonders of thy grace appearing "ry 


in all thy faints, choſen out of all ſtates and 
eonditions, we adore thy infinite goodnels, 
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the fountain of all bleſſings ; and to the ſame 
we now appeal in our own behalf, moſt 
humbly beſeeching thee to have compaſſion 
on us, and to help us by thy grace in what- 
ever ſtate we be. 

Teach us, therefore, O merciful Lord, to 
ſerve thee in all circumſtances of life; and 
amidſt all the diſadvantages under which 
we lie, let not thy grace be wanting to us. 
Thy grace is able to turn all to good, and 
to make even our misfortunes ſerviceable to 
our eternal good. 

Have regard, therefore, to us, we beſeech 
thee, and according to the ſeveral difficulties 
of our ſtate, vouchlate mercifully to aſſiſt us 
with thy helping grace. Let thy grace be 
our light and direction, our guide and our 
ſtalf, our wiſdom and our comfort, our 
counſel and our ſtrength ; let thy. grace be 
the daily food and ſupport of our ſouls. 

To thy grace may we have recourſe in 
time of trouble and inward diſturbance; in 
time of danger and weaknels; in time of 
oppreſſion and fear; in time of miſcar— 
rage, diſappointments, or loſs; in time 
of reproof, dejection, and of all kind of 
ſuffering; in time of buſineſs and leiſure; 
in all kind of circumſtances, O Lord, may 
we {till turn our eyes and hearts towards 
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thee, and with entire confidence in thy 
goodneſs, ſeek for protection and help from 


thy grace. 


By thy grace, O moſt Sovereign Lord, 
make us faithful in ſatisf ing thoſe obliga- 
tion which belong to our charge. By thy 
ig may we become conſiderate and care- 

ul in every duty; making a conſcience of 
being exact and juſt in whatever our ſtate 
demands of us; being at all times mindful 
that this is thy command to us, and that to 
thee we mult render an account in whatever 


part of our duty we are wanting, through 


our own fault. 

Hence, O God, deliver us from all care- 
leſsnels and ſloth; give us ſtrength to ſtand 
againſt all ſolicitations of the world, of 
company, and of our own corruption. Let 
nothing be able to draw us out of the way 
of duty; and anudit all invitations and in- 
clinations, may we ſtill remember that we 
cannot be faithful, if we forſake our duty: 
That to forſake our duty, is to forſake thy 
commands; and hat is this, but to diſobey 
and forſake thee, O Lord ? 

Grant likewiſe, O God, that by too much 
application to worldly buſineſs, our ſouls 
may not become too worldly. We are ſen- 
ſible how great a ſnare the world is; that 


very ſoul which converles much with it, is 
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in great danger of being polluted by it, 
either by the love of its follies, or the too 
great concern for its buſineſs. Theſe are 
like two rapid torrents, which carry down 
in their ſtreams the greateſt part of man- 
kind: The wiſe and the foolith, the learned 
and unlearned, the rich and the poor, the 
bond and free, are here alike borne away; 
nay, piety itſelf is often involved, and it is 
not a moderate degree of virtue is able to 
ſtand its ground. 

This being the danger of becoming world- 
ly, by converſing with the world, we molt 
earneſtly implore the protection of thy grace 
for our ſecurity. That while we have buſi- 
neſs with the world, our hearts may not be 
enſlaved by an immoderate ſolicitude, nor 
yet ſo engaged with any of its follies, as to 
loſe that quiet and freedom of ſpirit which 
is neceſſary for that much greater buſineſs 
we have upon our hands, which is the ſalva- 
tion of our ſouls. 

Hear us, O God of mercy, in this point, 
and graciouſly vouchſafe to preſerve us; for 
where ſo many perith, we have reaſon to 
fear ourſelves, and to call upon thee for 
help. Help us therefore, O merciful Fa- 
ther, amidit the great danger in which we 
are, and let not the world ſteal into our 
M uj 
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hearts. Preſerve in us a due moderation 
as to all that belongs to temporal affairs, 
and let thy grace ſecure us againſt all ex- 
ceſs. 

For this end, O God, we beſeech thee to 
preſerve in our minds a juſt remembrance 
of eternity; and amidſt all the diſtraction 
of worldly concerns, may we ſtill be mind- 
ful that our much greateſt concern 1s to 
provide for eternity, and that it will profit 
us nothing, if we gain the whole world, and 
loſe our ſouls. 

May we again call to mind (when our 
hearts are-running to exceſs) the miſerable 
ſtate of thoſe ſouls who are now miſerable 
in hell, and muft be there miferable for 
all eternity. They. had their time as we 
now have; but that time they gave to ſelf- 
love and the world. They were buſy and 
_ earneſt, as we now are: But either buſineſs 
or folly took away their hearts from God, 
And what now is become of all their ſo- 
licitude. and contrivance; of all their labour 
and ſweat; of all their honour, their pre- 
terments, their great plenty and eſtates; 
what of all the ſucceſs they had in the 
world? | 

W hat again is become of all their ipdy 
and expence, who here idolized themſelves 
upon earth; who made it here their great 
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concern to gratify a ſinful carcaſe, to court 
its vicious inclinations, and to ſacrifice 
their time, their money, and their thoughts, 
to vanity, luxury, and intemperance; to 
idleneſs, ſoftneſs, and eaſe; and ſought 
no other happineſs, but to do their own 
wills, to walk in their own ways, and to 
pleaſe themielves? What is become of all 
theſe? | 

They were buſy and pleaſed here upon 
earth, and little thought of eternity; till 
death ſnatched them unprepared into eternity, | 
where they are now miſerable and wretch- 
ed, racked with fury and defpair againſt 
themſelves, for being ſo ſtupidly blind as 
to forſake God ſor irines, and for humour- 
ing a few moments to neglect their only 
buſineſs of providing for their everlaſting 
tate. £ ö 

May this ſight, O God, of their unhap- 
pineſs, be every day freſh in our minds. 
May it be a bridle upon our thoughts, and 
a check to all our immoderate inclinations, 
lo as to keep our whole man within due 
bounds, and be a means of avoiding all- 
thoſe evils by which ſo many others have 
made themſelves eterna!ly miſerable. 

For the more eſfectual accompliſhment 
of this our deſire, teach us the method of 
lanctifying all our labours in our reſpective 

s Mir 
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ſtates; teach us to make our labourse 
chriſtian. 5 
By undertaking them in ſubmiſſion to thy 
holy will. . | 

By performing them faithfully, not as 
men-pieaſers, or with eye. ſervice, but as the 
ſervants of Chriſt, 5 6 
By beginning them in the name of 
Chriſt. ; 

By offering them to his glory, and beg- 
ging his bleſſing. | 

By uniting them in ſpirit with the labours 
of Chriſt. E 

By cheerfully ſubmitting to all the trou- 


ble of them, as to the puniſhment due to 
our fn 


By rejoicing under the humiliation of all 
unealineſs and difficulties, becauſe Chriſt 
has given the example, and choſe to be 
humbled. | 

By going on with patience under every 
contradiction and weight, as under the crols, 
which thou halt called us to take up and 
bear. | | 

In theſe ſeveral ways may we learn to 
diſtinguiſh our labours and lives from thole 
of the Heathens, and make all we do and 
ſuffer ſerviceable to eternity; which in the 
unbeliever and careleſs Chriſtian, is of no 
ſervice beyond this world, 
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In this way, O God, may thy grace 
help us; for ſo forgetiul, or to confeſs 
the truth, ſo careleſs are we, that if we 
be not prevented by a Divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, . we ſhall go on, as the Heathens 
do, without any thought above the earth, 
and muſt certainly periſh with the world. 

Aſſiſt us, therefore, C God, and teach us 
to make a right uſe of all the ill circum- 
ſtances and difficulties of life; preſerve us 
from ſin; lead us in the way of thy com- 
mandments, and ſuffer nothing of _this 


world to put us out of the way of ſalvation. 
Amen. 


Let us pray. 
GOD, who, by thy grace, didſt pre- 


pare St Ann to be mother of the 
Blefled Virgin Mary, of whom thy only Son 
was born into the world; mercifully grant, 
that celebrating her ſolemnity, we may be 
helped by her prayers, through the fame. 
Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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ST MaxTHa, July 29. 


S in the Common of Virgin no Martyr, 
To which add, 


Let us pray. 


Blefled Jeſus, who ſeeſt our life to be 

like that of Martha, ſolicitous and 
troubled about many things, ſhew mercy to 
us, we beſeech thee, as thou didſt to her, 
and, by thy heavenly grace, put us in mind 
of the one thing neceſlary ; ; that buſy about 
this world, we may not neglect what be⸗ 
longs to the next. 
Have compaſſion on us in theſe our un. 
happy circumſtances; and if thou ſeeſt our 
hearts are already engaged to exceſs, abate 
in us, we beſeech thee, all that is immode- 
rate, and ſuffer not our concern for tempo- 
rals to be a prejudice to what is eternal. 
Make us ſenſible, O God, and may this 
ſenſe be ever ſtriking upon our minds, how 
ſhort and vain a thing this world is, and 
that all our ſolicitude is about things that 
paſs away like a ſnadow. 
Make us ſenſible, O God, and may thi 
ſenſe be ever ſtriking upon our minds, hon 
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lating eternity 1s; and that all ſolic' tude 
in that, is in an affair that will never end. 

Hence, O God, may thy grace preſs us 
to be jult, in giving to eternity as much as 
is due; and to this world, no more than is 
due. May we be ever afraid of waſting 
our ſpirits upon temporals, when our eter- 
nal concern ſtands in _—_ 5 our care. 
May we tremble at the injuſtice and folly 
of ic -tting t lis W avi d devour all our thoughts. 
when 0 b etter part lies neglected, and is 
even in danger of being wholly loit, 

Uelp us, 0 God, in this, tor we confeſs 
our great miſery and blindneſs; our con- 
cern is too great for what 1s preſent; but 
too little, O God, how much too little, for 
what is to come! Be favourable, therefore, 
to us, we beſeech thee, and by thy grace 
vouchſafe to change this our unhappy tem- 

er. 

Take from us all the exceſs of ſolicitude 
to which we are fubjeca, and grant us the 
ſpirit of moderation ; that being careful and 
faithful in performing every obligation that 
belongs to our tate, we may ſtill preſerve 
an inward freedom of mind, fo as not to 
neglect eternity, but be like nile careful and 
faithful in all that belongs to thy ſervice, 
and all the duties of our ſalvation. 

Grant us this moderation, O Lord, that 

| 2 M vj 
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by being too buſy with the world, we may 
not loſe eternity. 

Have compaſſion likewiſe, we beſeech 
thee, on all other worldly ſouls, who hav- 
ing their minds oppreſſed with too great 
a ſolicitude, are careleſs of the much greater 
concern. Look upon all theſe, O God, 
with mercy, increaſe their faith, and quicken 
their minds with a more lively ſenſe of eter- 
nity. Help them in taking off their thoughts 
from this world, and let not any difficult 
circumſtance be a ſnare to them. Teach 
them to mix prayers with their labours, and 
ſo to offer up their daily trouble and toil to. 
thee, that their labours may be conſecrated 
as a daily ſacrifice, and be accepted by thee 
to their eternal comfort. 

Help all folicitous and worldly ſouls, O 
God. 

And powerfully draw their hearts to the 
great work of eternity. 


Let us pray. 


EAR us, O God our ſalvation. that as 

we rejoice in the feſtival of bleſſed 

Martha, fo we may improve in piety and 

devotion, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
thy Son. 
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ST PETER AD VINCULA, AUG. 1. 


1 S in the common of one martyr: To 
| which add, 


Let us pray. 


Bleſſed God, who didſt ſhew mercy 

to this apoſtle, in ſending an angel, 
to deliver him from his chains and priſon: 
Grant, that this day, we may find a like ef- 
fect of thy mercy, in the relief of all our 
misfortunes. 

Particularly, O God, we beſeech thee to 
break all our chains; all the chains, whats» 
ever they be, which immoderately engage 
our hearts, and rob us of that true liberty 
of ſpirit, which is the neceſſary preparation 
of a ſoul, that deſires faithfully to ſerve 
thee. | 

Thou knoweſt, O Sovereign Creator, 
how great our weakneſs is, in unadviſedly 
running into ſnares, and letting the things 
of this world, with too much violence poſ- 
ſeſs our hearts. Thou knowelt how great 
a hinderance this is to our eternal good; 
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for that being thus faſtened to the earth, 
we are rendered almoſt incapable of raiſing 
our hearts to.thee. 

We make ſome faint attempts indeed, 
but ſoon find the weight of our chains. 
We turn our thoughts towards thee ; but 
they are mixt with ſo much corruption and 
earth, ihat they immediately fink down 
again. We have ſome glances towards 
heaven; but the whole ſtrength and vigour 
of our mind is otherwiſe employed. Thus, 
O God, are our ſouls clogged to the earth, 
and except thy mercy. appears in our deliver- 
ance, we can expect nothing but a long and 
unhappy flavery. 

Deliver us, therefore, O molt gracious 
Lord, and this day may we find the effects 
of thy goodneſs towards us, in the abate- 


ment of our paſſions, in the moderationbof 


our deſires, in the regulation of our affec- 
tions, in bringing our whole inward and 
outward man to ſuch a Golpel-temper, that 
nothing of exceſs be found in us. For till 
theſe become ſubject to the direction of thy 
holy will, we are ſtill in chains. 

Help us, therefore, O merciful Lord, in 
this point; ſend thy holy angels to direct 
us, to encourage us, and to fight for us; it 
is a flavery for our ſouls, that have both 
reaſon and faith to govern them, to be un- 
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der the government of blind, brutal, and 
ſinful paſſions. Deliver us, O God, break 
all our chains, and mercifully reſtore us to 
that true liberty of being ſubje& only to 
thee, and of being ene only by thy ho- 
ly will. 

To thy goodneſs, O blefſed Lord, we like- 
wife recommend all thoſe unhappy ſouls, 
who have opened their hearts to the violence 
of any paſſion; who are led captive by 
blind, immoderate, and unreaſonable de. 
fires : All thoſe allo, who are enſlaved by 
the charms of vanity or folly, or who are 
dragged through filth and mire, by the 
force of long ill habits and tyrannic cuſtom, 
Have mercy, O God, on all theſe; make 
thy heavenly light ſhine upon them, to let 
them ſee their unhappineſs ; give them re- 
ſolution and ſtrength to break from all their 
evil ways, and let thy word command their 
chains to fall off. Have mercy on them, O 
God, and graciouſly vouchſafe to reſtore 
them to the government of reaſon and faith, 
and to that true liberty, which is the liberty 
of the children of God. 


Let us pray. 


() God, by whoſe favour thy bleſſed 
apoſtle Peter was delivered from his 
chains, and ſent away without hurt; deliver 
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us, we beſeech thee, from the bonds of our 


fins, and mercifully defend us from all evils, 1 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD, 


AUGUST 6. 


HIS being the memorial of that day, 
when our Lord was transfigured on 
mount Thabor, in n preſence of his three apoſtles; 
hence 


Let us pray. 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who waſt pleaſed to be 


transfigured on mount Thabor, there 
to give thy apoſtles a taſte of that heavenly 
glory, which is to be the reward of the juſt, 
and by this encouragement, to make them! 
willing to bear their croſs, by which they 
were to come to that ſtate of happinels, 
Shew mercy to us thy ſervants this day, and 
by the ſame method vouchſate to prepare 
us for going on with comfort in the fame} 
way, which leads to the ſame happy end. 
Open our hearts, we beſcech thee, by thy 
heavenly light, and imprint in them a lively 
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idea of that glorious ſtate thou haſt prepa- 
red for thoſe that ſerve thee ; where ſouls 
ſhall be brought to the preſence of their 
God ; where they ſhall be filled with the 
glory of his majeſty, be penetrated with the 
ſweetneſs of his adorable mercy, overflow 
with the tranſporting love. of his goodneſs, 
and ſee themſelves ſo encompaſled with un- 
ſpeakable comforts and joys on every ſide, 
as to be out of all danger of interruption, 
change, or end; but thus to be ſecured in 
Wunchangeable happineſs for ever and ever, 
n {Wor all eternity. | 4 

= Poſlels us, O Lord, and penetrate our 
Wouls with a vigorous and quickening faith 
vi ihis thy goodneis and mercy, and love 
o man, and of his unſpeakable and never- 
Ending happineſs in thee. And may this 
rc faith ſo prepare us for the trials of this like, 
Ws to think no ſuffering hard, which by thee 
s appointed the way to this happineſs. 
em Hence, O Lord, may we be prepared at 
all times to take up our croſs, and bear it 
vith comfort. And whatever be the weight 
and Wt it, may we ſtill remember, that the crofs 
arcs the way to the heavenly crown. 

ume By this may we learn to ſpur on an un- 
aly nature, that is unwilling to ſuffer ; by 
his may we check its complaints : By this 
ay we wipe away its tears, and give it cou - 
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rage under its burthen. By this may we 
oblige it to yield, and even to go on with 
comfort and peace. And when nature re. 
turns, ſeeming tired with its difficult lot; 
may we again ſet faith againſt nature, and iſ 
make it hear this truth, even againſt its will, i 
Bonum eft , nos Hic eſſe; It is good for us 19 be 
here. It is good for us to ſuffer ; it is good 
for us to carry our croſs ; for while this | 
the condition propoſed for future happineſs, iſ 
what is this paſſing and momentary weight 
of trouble, in compariſon of that eternal 
weight of glory, which thou, OGod, hat 
prepared for us ? | 

With this proſpect, O moſt graciouſſ 4 
Lord, may we go on under every weight 
thus may we ſtifle all murmuring and un 
patience, and there find comfort, where by 
the world we are reputed miſerable. 

To this method, I confeſs, O Jeſus, thou 
haſt moſt forcibly obliged me, by what 
ſee in this day's myſtery. For I find now 
that the glory in which thou walt ſeen og 
mount Thabor, was due to thy ſacred bod 
from the firſt moment of thy incarnation 
for being united to thy glorious foul, 
ought to have been glorious too. But thi 
glory thou walt pleaſed, by a miraculoy 
power, to ſuſpend in thy body, till after tif 
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fatred paſſion, that ſo thou mighteſt be ca- 
pable of becoming our ſacrifice, and of ſuf 
fering for us. 

= O my ſoul! And how. art thou bound 
Where to admire the goodneſs of thy God! 
e works a continual miracle, that he may 
be capable of ſuffering for thee : And thou, 
Won the other ſide, art deſirous he ſhould by 
Wniracle deliver or exempt thee from ſuffer- 
ng. As it the ſuffering of Chriſt was only 
o purchaſe tor thee the privilege of follow- 
Ing the inclinations of ſelf-love, in the quiet 
fa preſent repoſe. 

Ah, my Jeſus! I ſee here how powerful 
duftet. love is in me, and how weak my faith. 

ul ſee thee, my Redeemer and my God, a 
Wreat example of ſuffering, from thy birth 
the ſtable, to thy death on the croſs ; I 


os, and follow thee. I know the repeat- 
BE promiſes thou haſt made to thoſe that ſuf- 
nor. And yet, though I ſee, and hear, and 
n lieve all this, yet I ſtill defire quiet and 
dodge, I avoid whatever is troubleſome, I ſeek 
tionhhat is agreeable to nature, I fly from ſelf. 
ul, nials, and if I meet with the crols, in any 
i th Wing that is much contradicting, inſtead of 
uloing it up, I generally become impatient, 
er u quite out of humour, and the end is 
nmonly vexation, dejection, or paſſion. 


— 


ear thee calling upon me to take up my 
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O my Jeſus and my God! And is this vw 
be thy diſciple, while I follow ſelf-love and 
not thee! 1 confels my weakneſs and my 
folly, O my merciful Lord; and I now be. 
ſeech thee to work a great change in my 
foul. Weaken ſelf love, and ſtrengthaf 
my faith; let faith and not nature be ny 


guide in all things, but eſpecially in what 


"me 
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belongs to the croſs. As often as I find 
this, may I then remember thee, my God; 
may I open my eyes to thy example, and 
my ears to thy commands and promiſes, and 
all the motions of hature being ſtifled, mai 
faith do its work, in carrying me on wid 
thy ſpirit. 

This, O God, I moſt earneſtly deſire 
and therefore beg, that this may be thy ble 4 
ſing to me, on this day of thy transfigurW 

tion, to work a change in me, ſuch a change 
that now from this moment, I may lecih 
above all things, to partake of thy eternal 
glory, and learn with cheerfulneſs to bei 
my croſs, which is the way in which thou 
| haſt commanded me to ſeek it. 


Let us pray. 


O God, who by the teſtimony of the Fiſ 45 
thers, in the glorious transfiguratic; ng 
ef thy only Son, halt confirmed the myli 
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ies of faith, and in a voice from the cloud, 

onderfully demonſtrated the perfe&t adop- 

ion of thy children ; mercitully grant, that 

e may be co-heirs of that King of Glory, 

nd come to the participation of his happi- 

ess. Through the lame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
hy Son. 
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ST LAWRENCE, AUG. 10. 


HIS being the day of St Lawrence, 4 

holy deacon of Rome, who complained 

bis biſbop, that he went to ſuffer, without 

ling him to go and ſuffer with him: But 

er three days was put to the trial of a moſt 

% martyrdom, being laid on a gridirong 

Wd there tormented, till by a lingering, but 10 

in 2 comfortable death, he gave up his ſoul 
ito the hands of God : Hence 


Let us pray. 


E bleſs thee, O Father of infinite 

goodneſs, for thy wonderful mer- 

p y to this thy ſervant, in giving him ſuch a 
2" irit of his matter, as not only to be wil- 


Ang to ſuffer when called to it, but even 


yl | 
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With earneſtneſs, to deſire to ſuffer, to have 
a thirſt after martyrdom, and make it a 
matter of complaint, that his biſhop going 
to ſuffer, he was left behind. 

This, O God, is wonderful in our eyes, 
who know too well the weakneſs of our 
nature, and the great averſion 1t has to ſuf. 
fering ; and therefore we acknowledge and 
honour in this thy martyr, the greatneſs of 
thy bleſſings, and wonders of thy grace 
Working in him, by which he was raiſed 

above nature, and. ſo ſtrengthened, as to 
chuſe that for the love of thee, which nature 
abhors, and fo carried on with that vigour, 
as if now he had no feeling of nature, but 
only of faith alone. | 

For this, O molt gracious Lord, we bow 
down, we praiſe, adore, and magnify thy 
holy name; for that in ſuch weak veſſels of 
unhappy clay, thou art pleaſed to manifelt 
the wonders of thy power; and as thou 
confirmeſt our faith, ſo likewiſe thoy 
ſtrengtheneſt our hope ; whilit in the ſuffer- 
ing of the martyrs we ſee, how much we, 
who can do nothing of ourſelves, may be 
able to do through thee. 


For if we alk of this bleſſed martyr, how 


he could bear the ſight of thoſe inſtruments, 
which barbarous fury had prepared to tor 
ment him? How he could ſuffer his tom 
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fleſh to be conſumed on a flow fire? How 
he could rejoice, and even praiſe. God, 
amidſt theſe lingering torments ? If we aſk 
theſe queſtions of him, he will anſwer : God 
was my ſtrength and my hope; it was he, 
who ſupported me in the day of battle. I 
put my truſt in the name of our Lord, and 
therefore did not fear what man could do 
to me. | 

Thus, O God, art thou glorified in thy 
ſaints, and we are both comforted and en- 
couraged in hope. Wherefore, upon this 
encouragement, we put up our petitions to 
thee, beſeeching thee to have compaſſion on 
us. poor, infirm creatures. 

For, behold, O Lord, we confeſs our in- 
firmity before thee : We know it is our du- 
ty to ſuffer; thou haſt called us to it, and 
promiſed even an eternal recompence of glo- 
ry to thoſe that ſuffer with patience. Thou 
thyſelf haſt been an example to us, and not 
only taught, but even ſhewed us how to ſuf- 
ter: Infinite numbers of thy ſervants have 
repeated over to us the fame leſſon, and 
their patience we honour, crowned with 
glory, and in teſtimony of our faith cele- 


| brate their feſtivals. 


And yet, O God, how far are we from 
ſuffering as we ought? How very far are 


we from the Spirit of Chriſt, of his apoſtles 
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and martyrs in this one exerciſe, to which 
all the followers of Chriſt are called? We 
often think of it indeed, but come not to 
the practice: We often, in time of quiet, 
xeſolve upon being patient, and upon the 
firlt trial, become impatient; we are furpri. 
ſed in paſſion, we fret and vex within our. 
ſelves, we expreſs our reſentments, and how 
often with the exaggeration of great injuſ- 
tice, and to the ſcandal of thoſe 2 
whom we are provoked ? 

As ſoon as peace returns, we ſee our ex. 
ceſs, we are then troubled, our impatience Þ 
is turned againſt ourſelves, and one fault is 

teproved with another; ſo that becoming 
more uneaſy, we are not capable of bearing 
any contradiction, but with greater impa- 
tience. Thus indiſcreetly, O God, do we 
often manage our ſpiritual affairs, as even to 
grow worle in our way of amendment, and 
to make our remedy the increale of our dil. 
temper. And all this for want of patience, 
So that while we ſo often admire the pa- 
tience of the martyrs, and honour their me- 
mories with joy ; 3 yet we ſtill live on under 
a general impatience, and after many year 
complaint of our weakneſs, are {till fo un- 
happy, as to find freſh motives for rene wing 
our complaints. 


This being our miſery, what have we tj 
> do, 
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do, but to fly to thee, O God, the fountain 
of all goodneſs, and implore thy mercy in 
our behalf, for the' remedy of our impa- 
tience, and obtaining that ſteadineſs, which 
is neceflary for preventing the ſo frequent 
return of our weakneſs. b 

Have mercy, therefore, on us, O God of 
martyrs, and by thy grace vouchſafe to lead 
us into the way of their patience. And,'in 
the firſt place, we befeech thee to take 
from us that general ſtiffneſs we have in ex- 
pecting all things to be done according 
to our own will and liking ; and now con- 
vince us, that not our will but thine, O 


ny 


ag! 


God, ought to be the rule and meaſure of 
no all whatever 1s to be done, both within and 
pa. without us. _ | 


we Grant this, O moſt gracious Lord, becauſe 
n to here, we find, is the root of all our impa- 
and tience. We are willing to forget thy ſove- 
di. reign and over-ruling power, by which all 
ce, things both in heaven and earth are to be 
pa. Mlliſpoſed. We forget that we are ſubject to 
me thee, and that our only buſineſs is to ſerve, 
inden our rank, to the accompliſhment of thy 
yean oly will. 

O un Under this forgetfulneſs and blindneſs, 


e let up ourſelves, and raſnly propoſe our 
wn will, as the ſtanding meaſure, by which 


Il is to be done; and when things ſucceed 
Vol. XV. N | 
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we (0 
do. 
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not according to our expectation, then we 
are provoked and paſſionate, then we are 
ſullen or dejected, and in a ſeries of many 


ſinful infirmities, find the puniſhment of our 


injuſtice, in ſetting up our own wills inſtead 
of thine. | 

Now this being the origin of ſo many 
ſins; we beſeech thee to help us, in reform- 
ing this fundamental error; preſerve in our 
minds the ſenſe of our raſhneſs and injuſtice, 
in giving ſuch authority to our own wills, 


and reputing them ſo conſiderable; where. 
as, in themſelves, they are ſo perverſe and 


-corrupt, that we have more reaſon to fear 


and oppoſe, than to obey them. 


Make us bluſh with the confuſion of this 
our ill method. For what can be more a 


ſhame, and even a reproach to us, than for 
us to go ſo contrary to all that Jeſus Chris 
and his Goſpel has taught us? There ve 
are commanded to deny ourſelves, to be 

or in ſpirit, to mortify our deſires, to die 
to ourſelves, and not to do our own will, 
but the will of God in all things; becauſ 
this alone is holy, this alone is pure, thi 
alone is juſt: And inſtead of this, our gen- 
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tal buſineſs is to ſeek our own wills, and ( 1 


crifice the whole creation, tor the compa 
{ing our deſires. 


This, O God, we confeſs to be too mud L 
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our fault; and as it is the root of all our 
impatience, ſo it is a ſpirit quite contrary 
to that of the martyrs; and therefore now, 
on this day, we earneſtly beg of thee, O 
God, to correct it in us, by leading us into 
the practice of what thy Goſpel teaches. 

Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, in the 
way of deſpiſing our own will, as being ge- 
nerally corrupt and contrary to thee, our 
Creator, and therefore moſt worthy of con- 
tempt. | BE, 

Lead us in the way of not expecting 
things according to our own will, and con- 
ſequently of being eaſy under all contradic- 
tions and diſappointments, as being nothing 
more than what ought to be. 

Lead us in the way of dying to our own. 
will, by ſo mortifying our inclinations and 
defires, as to be indifferent undef all occur- 
rences ; deſiring nothing, and being pleaſed 


is if 
> 1 
for 
nt 
we 


be wich every thing. | 
- Lead us in the way of living by thy will, 
”_ O God, which thou offereſt and command- 


eſt to be the rule of all Chriſtians. May 
my will be no other, but thine; and in this 
may I place my preſent comfort ; rejoicing 
in all the accompliſhments of thy will, with- 
out any conſideration of my own. This, O 
Cod, is the way of patience ; this is the wa 

mucok the martyrs; in this way may I endea- 
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vour to Walk, and in time of all difficulties, 

ſtill remember to give teſtimony of my faith 

in thee, which is to be ſo far à martyr, as 

thou ſhalt pleaſe to call me to it. Grant 

this, O God; it is the only bleſſing I aſk this 

day. | 
Let us pray. 


| RANT us, we beſeech thee, Almighty 
God, to overcome the flames of all 

our vices; by whoſe aſſiſtance, bleſſed St 
Lawrence triumphed over the fire of his tor- 


ments. Through our Lord Jelus Chriſt, 
thy Son. | | 
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ST CLARE, AUGUST 12. 


FFVHIS being the day of the holy virgin Sl 

Clare, who jounded. the religious order 
of poor Clares, and being eminent in all ſanctit), 
has by her example and direction, put many in 
the way of ſalvation. Hence 


Let us pray. 


O thee we bow down, O Father of in- 


finite goodneſs, who by thy wonder 
ful privileges of grace, walt pleaſed to diſtin 
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uiſh this thy ſervant, and ſet her up a 

ight for the ſalvation of many. 

Whatever we admire in her, we confeſs 
to, be thy gifts, and the pure effects of thy 
mercy to her; and therefore to thee be 
praiſe and honour, and thankſgiving for all 
thy bleſſings, and in particular for thoſe by 
which thou didſt prepare this thy ſervant, to 
follow her heavenly ſpouſe, and likewiſe to 
become a rule to us, by which we are 
taught, with comfort, to renounce all the 
falle comforts of the world, and by walking 
in the way of the crols, to come to the pol- 
ſeſſion of the fame heavenly ſpouſe, who by 
the croſs purchaſed ſalvation for us. For 
this thy mercy we again bow down, we 
humbly proſtrate ourlelves in acknowledg- 
ment of thy goodneſs, and beg, that all that 
is within us may bleſs thy name. 

For her great example in forſaking the 
world, and leeking thee in retirement. R. 
We bow down, adore, and praije thy name. 

For her great example, in giving all to 
the poor, to follow Chriſt. R. We bow 
down, adore, and praiſe thy name. 

For her great example in watching, falt- 
ing, and prayer. R. We bow down, adore, 
and praiſe thy name. 

For her great example, in mortifying her 
lleſh, that the might live by the ſpirit. R. 
N 14 


in- 
der- 
Un. 


294 | St Clare, 


Fe bow down, adore, and praiſe thy name. 
For her great example, in dying to her 
own will, and to herſelf, that Chriſt might 
live in her. R. We bero down, adore, and 
praiſe thy name. 

For her great example in the love of 
God, and counting all things as dung, ſo 
ſhe might gain Chriſt, and be found * 
R. We bow down, adore, and praiſe thy name. 

For her great confidence in thee her 
God, in time. of temptations and dangers. 
R. We bow down, adore, and praiſe thy name. 

For all the miracles and great wonders of 
thy power, thou waſt pleaſed to work by 
this thy ſervant. R. We bow down, adore, 
and praiſe thy name. 

For all theſe thy graces and mercies, we 
bow down, and in our poor way, give glory 
to thee, our Sovereign Lord, from whole 
pure bounty all bleſſings come. And we 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, that as it is thy 
favour to us, to give us a ſenſe of theſe gra- 
ces we now acknowledge; ſo thou wouldeſt 
vouchſafe to enlarge our fouls, and give us 
a holy thirſt after the ſame gifts, and quick- 
en in our hearts a moſt ardent deſire of ap- 
proaching to thee by the ſame ſteps, by 
which this thy ſervant came to the poſſeſſion 
of all her deſires. 

Hear us, O God, calling upon thee, in 
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the confeſſion of our manifold weakneſs, 
and give us grace to become more perfect in 
the imitation of this great example. i 

Give us grace to ſeek thee, O God, as ſhe 
did, and with a like earneſtneſs of ſoul, to 
labour in overcoming all dithculties. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. | 

Give us grace to go on in the practice of 
the ſame holy exerciſes, by which the ap- 

roached to thee; and, O God, may it be 
with the ſame ſincerity and fervour of ſpi- 
rit. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Give us grace to love all manner of mor- 
tiſication, ſo to purity our hearts from that 
corruption, which at preſent is our hinder- 
ance, and keeps us at a diſtance from the 


example ſet before us. R. We beſeech then 


hear us. | 
Give us grace to be faithful in- alt we © 
have undertaken, and.& eueem all things 
light and comfortable, which help us on in 
the way of ialvation, R. We beſeech thee 
hear. ut, | | | 
Glve us grace to overcoine our own wills, 
and fo entirely to renounce them, that they 
may be, as it were, dead in us, and we be- 
come indifferent to every thing but to thy 
holy will. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 
Give us grace to love thee, O God, with 
all our hearts; may we [eek no other com- 
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fort but in thee, and may it be our only de. 
fire to be diſſolved, and come to the poſſeſ- 
ſion of our heavenly our, R. We bejeech 
thee hear us. 

Hear us, O moſt loving Father, in theſe 
our petitions, and ſhew mercy to us, in the 
grant of what we alk. We confeſs our en- 
tire dependence on thee, and that all our 
endeavours are vain, it the blefling of thy 
grace does not every day attend us, both to 
begin and finiſh. 

Aſliſt us, therefore, we beſeech thee, and 
let thy grace, O God, be at all times pro- 
portioned to our difliculties, and to our 

wWeakneſs; that, by thee, we may come to a 
happy end of what by thee we have begun. 

And thou, O Jeſus, our divine ſpoule, 
who haſt called us to follow thee ; hear our 
figkis⸗ ANeept our defives, and give a bleſſing 

to our endeavoùrs. Send forth thy holy 

Spirit upon us, by whoſe light and power 
we may be directed and quickened. And 
hear the prayers of (our holy mother) hlel- 

ſed St Clare, that by her love and charity to 
wards us, we may find the effects of thy 
mercy, in our daily help and protection. 
Amen. 


Aſſumption of the B. Virgin, 297 


Let us prays 


E EAR us, O God, our ſalvation; that | 


as we rejoice in the ſolemnity of bleſ. 
ſed St Clare, ſo we may improve in piety 


and devotion : , Through our Lord. Jelus 
Chriſt thy Son. 


AssUMuPTION OF THz BLEsSED VIRGIN, 
AUGUST 15. 


HIS being the day, when the bleſſed Vir 

gin ſurrendered her happy foul into the 

hands of God ; and lihewiſe a memorial of her 

facred body / as we have received by à piaus 

tradition ) on aſjumedt by the hand of an- 

gels into heaven : Let us accordingly give 
thanks: and offer our petitions. 


Let us pray. 
A hi thee, O bleſſed Lord, Father of infi- 


| nite majeſty and zoodneſs, we give 
praiſe. and thanklgiving tor thy unſpcakable 
mercies and graces granted to the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, but elpecially for the privi- 
keges of this day, when being received into 
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heaven, ſhe was crowned with happineſs, 
and diſtinguiſhed amidſt the ſacred choirs, 
by -pre-eminence of glory, as ſhe had been 
by grace, when in her mortal body ſhe was 
ſaluted by the angel, full of grace. 

To thee, O God, be given adoration and 
praiſe for theſe wonderful effects of thy 
goodneſs to duſt and aſhes; and becauſe we 
are incapable of duly performing this ho- 
mage, therefore we beg ail the numbers of 
celeſtial ſpirits tq join with us this day, and 
with their loudeſt hymns of praiſe to ac- 
knowledge the mercies, of which we keep 
the memory on earth, but can only be cele- 
brated in heaven, as they ought. 

But, however, to teſtify the ſentiments we 
have of gratitude, we bow down, and from 
our hearts pronounce thoſe ſacred words; 
Salvation to our God, cob fats upon the throne. 
Benediction, and glory, and thankſgiving, and 
honour, and power be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen. For all the privileges of 
grace, by which, on earth, the holy Virgin 
was bleſſed amongſt women, and for all the 
prerogatives of glory, by which ſhe is now 


exalted in heaven. ſe 

But then, O God, as with pratitude we us 
honour the memory of thy mercies; fo we i vl 
beſcech thee, this day, to prepare our ſouls, nac 


that we may find the benetit of this feſtival, 
and from the bleicd Virgin's example, Icarn 
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the way that leads to heaven. We rejoice 
in her triumphant reception into bliſs; may 
we likewiſe now be ſolicitous ta partake of 
the ſame happineſs. | 
For this end, O bleſſed Lord, may we 
now enquire ; what it was that thus raiſed 
the Virgin Mary to this degree of glory, ſo 
as not only to be bleſſed amongſt women, 
but likewile bleſſed among the angels, and 


to receive the ſingular arguments of. thy 


love to her. May we now enquire this, and 
lay up in our hearts the anſwer ſhe gives. 
She publiſhes to the whole world; Reſpex- 
it humilitatem ancile ſug: That thou hadit 
regard to her lowly and humble heart ; and - 
therefore thou, who halt all things in thy 
power, haſt done theſe great things for her. 

O blefled God! Was it her humility that 
thus exalted the Virgin Mary in thy favour, 
and made her thus glorious in heaven! Wag 
it this that firſt turned thy eyes upon her, 
and ſingled her out to be the ſubject. of thy, 
infinite love and power ! 

And what. then is it, O God, we do! 
We pretend to the hopes of heaven, and 
ſeem to expect thy grace, in order to help 
us in our way: But where is our humility, 
which may turn thy eyes towards us, and 
move thee to itretch forin thy hand of pow« 
er in order to our, help! Where is our bus 
nuluy 2 N * 
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O God! if the enquiry were after our 
pride, we could eaſily give demonſtration 
of it. We could ſhew it in our words, in 
our converſation, in the ſtiffneſs of our will, 
in the ſwelling of our heart ; we could ſhew 
it in our deſires and fears, in out apprehen- 
ſions and our troubles, in our reſentments 
and interior oppoſitions; we could ſhew it 
in all our contrivances and propoſals, and 
generally in all our actions, and the whole 
management of life. 

In all circumſtances, our vain inclinations 
and our pride, unlooked for, diſcover them- 
lelves. But where is our humility ! We can 
ealily ſhew that which thy foul hates, O 
God; that which turns away thy eyes from 
us, and ſhuts thy ears againſt our prayers ; 
we can ſhew that which removes us at a dil- 
tance from thee, and obliges thee to reſiſt 
us; this we can ſhew in our pride. But 
where is our lowly and humble heart; that 
which draws ihy regards upon us, and pre- 
pares our fouls to be exalted in thy favour, 
and in heaven? 

This we lee plainly in the Bleſſed Virgin, 
who is exalted by it: But in ourſelves, O 
God! where can we difcover it? Wherefore, 
O molt gracious Lord, on this day, wherein 
we honour the triumphant gleries of an 
humble heart, we caſt ourſelves proſtrate 
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before thee, in the confuſion of our own 
unworthinefs, of our great. deformity of 
ſoul, and appealing to thy infinite goodneſs, 
beſeech thee to have compaſſion on us; we 
implore thy power and grace againſt our- 
ſelves, againſt our pride, to root 1t out, to 
deſtroy it, as being a buſy evil, which mixes 
itſelf with our beſt actions, which is ever 
puſhing us forward to ſeek ourſelves, and 
turns away all thy mercies from us. Againſt 
this pernicious, this contagious evil, we beg 
thy help, O God; inſpire us, we beſeech 


m—_ with a true horror of it; grant we 


may fear it on all occaſions, and be ever- 
watchful againſt all its open and ſecret 
attempts : That what we know to have been 
ſo deſtructive m heaven itſelf, even in thoſe 
nobler ſpirits, fo as to have provoked thy 
Almighty hand againſt them, we may never 
tolerate in a maſs of duſt and corruption as 
we are; who likewiſe are expecting thy 
mercy to purify and prepare us for thoſe 
very ſeats, which pride made deſolate in 
heaven. 

Grant us, O God, to be thus wiſe and 
induſtrious againſt this evil: And now, on 
this feſtival of humility glorified, vouchſafe 
with a bountiful hand to pour forth into our 
ſouls the ſpirit of a ſolid and true humility, 
even a portion of that which prepared the 
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foul of the Bleſſed Virgin to become a trea- 
ſury of ſo many graces. 

Grant we may now, under the conduct 
of thy grace, walk in the ways of an uni. 
verſal humility. That, in the firſt place, 
we may humble ourſelves under thy hand, 
O God, in a general conviction and acknow. 
ledgement ; ; that whatever advantage we 
poſſeſs, it is thy mere gift and pure bounty 
to us, and therefore that it ought to be em- 
ployed in thy ſervice, and to thy glory. 

Grant, likewiſe, we may have a perpetual 
ſenſe of thy Almighty Power, and that of 
our own, we -have nothing but ſin. And 
hence, O God, may we ever humble our- 
ſelves with a chearful ſubmiſhon under all 
thy appointments, however uneaſy they may 
be; {till confeſſing that all is. juſt, and that 
our ſins deſerve yet more. 

Beſides this, grant, O Lord, we may 
live in the practice of humility towards 
every neighbour ; in deſpiſing none; in be- 
ing eaſy, mild, and aftable to all; in not 
contending for our opinions, nor being 
{tiff in any humour; in ever yielding, where 
juſtice will allow it; in forgiving 1 injuries, 
in ſerving thoſe who are averte to us; in ac- 
cepting peaceably the lowelt place, in eltcem- 
ing all others better than ourſelves. 

A like humility we beg allo, O God, 


Le re 


1 FL ** by 1 n 1 2 \ 3 - 
JN . " "8 FIR" EET 3 brug oY of 4 K 8 4 a” —— Ar id * +5 m4 hy WP 8 8 „ YE OY e IT r — 
RR „e . on rote nee ans n 
F * = - r 1 2 8 IF” i > . 


- 1 N 2 * 4 \ * 
. > OY CO OT I OE Sor OO PTE ITY 
. U . Fa 1 A s y OY 


. 2 hed & 2 jagad — nd _ 


— 


Auguſt 18. 303 


with regard to ourſelves, in having a true 
knowledge of our unworthineſs, and eſteem- 
ing contempt our due; in receiving all kinds 
of abjections and contempts with patience, 
peace, and comfort; in embracing whatever 
humbles, in ſuppreſſing all words of vanity, 
in checking our own wills, and forcin 
them to yield peaceably under all contra- 
dictions; taking reproofs quietly, and bear- 
ing all manner of advice and remonſtrances 
without diſturbance; in ſtooping to what 
ſeems mean, and refuſing no good office, 
upon the conſideration of its being beneath 
us. | 

In theſe ſeveral ways, O God, teach us 
to practiſe humility ; that on this day of an 
humble Virgin exalted, we may be happily 
put in. the way of being regarded by thee, 
and likewiſe of being exalted ; for Chriſt 
our Redeemer has promiſed, that they who 
humble themſelves ſhall be exalted. Grant, 
O God, that by this method we may ſeek 
thy favour. 


Let us pray. 
4 ORGIVE, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 


the fins of thy ſervants, that we, who 
by our own works cannot become pleaſing to 
thee, may, by the interceſſion of the mother 
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of thy only Son, our Lord, obtain ſalvation, 
through the ſame Lord Jeſus Lars thy 
on 


U 


ST BARTHOLOMEw, Auguſt 25. 


r being the day of St Bartholomew, 
who was called by Chriſt to be an apoſ 
tle; and having preached the Goſpel through 
barbarous nations, at length ſuffered a cruel 
martyrdom, in having his ſkin flead off, and 
thus gave teſtimony of the truth. Hence 


Let us pray. 
E give thee thanks, O Bleſſed Re- 


deemer, for all thy mercies towards 
this apoſtle; ; for thy powerful grace, in his 
 forſaking all things to follow thee; for the 
powerful aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, in his 


preaching thy Goſpel, and the converſion 6: 


nations to thy holy faith; for the powerlu! 
grace of perſeverance in his ſuffering the 
extremity of cruelties, and ſealing_ the 
truth of what he had preached with his 
blood. 


For theſe and all other graces, which at- 


tended him in his miſſion, we bleſs thee, 0 
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eſus; and we moſt humbly beg that 
thou wouldeſt graciouſly vouchſafe, on this 
day of an apoſtle, to remember all thoſe 
throughout the world who are labouring in 
he ſame holy function, that under thy 
ſpecial protection they may be faithful 
to what they have undertaken, and by thy 
leſſing find a plentiful fruit of their la- 
DOUT'S. | 
Give them, O Jeſus, apoſtolic zeal in 
eeking the loſt ſheep, that none may periſh 
hrough their want of care. Give them an 
apoſtolic ſpirit, that they may live to edifi- 
ation, and by their good example be lights 
o ſuch as fit in darkneſs. - Give them an 
zpoltolic patience, that they may not be 
red with the many difficulties they meet 
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1ny fruitleſs labours. Give them an apoſ- 
olic preparation for martyrdom, that they - 
nay ſuffer all kinds of oppoſition with cou- 
age and meekneſs, and be ready to forſake 
hatever part of their lives ſhall be neceſſary 
r the good of their flock. Remember, O 
eſus, the promiſe thou madeſt to thy apoſ- 
Jes, that thou wouldeſt be with them to the 
nd of the world. Be with them, we be- 
rech thee, who now ſucceed to their charge, 
nd let 1t be manifeſted to the whole world, 
at they live and adminiſter, not by their 
wn ſpirit, but by thine, 
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vith, nor ſink under the diſcouragements of 
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Remember us, likewiſe, O bleſſed Lord, 


who are here afſembled to celebrate the me. : 
mory of this thy apoſtle, and mercitully 1 
help us according to our neceſſities; thou t1 
knoweſt all our wants, and out infirmitie 
are not hid from thee. Have compaſſion WW 
therefore, and pour forth thy grace upon fo 
us; and may we find ſuch a Divine Power to 
working within us, as may prevail over all Mou 
our corruption, and oblige it yield to thy Nou 
law. | = 77 
O God, be merciful to us, and hear us Miu 
in this petition, for we are truly confounded Hs 
at the fight of ourſelves, who living under Will 
the profeſſion and name of thy diſciples, Hf! 
have ſo very little of a diſciple in us. N 1 
if we ſpeak the truth, we live in a method e 
contrary to what we profeſ: ; and while vnd 
pretend to be thy ſervants, our great buſinebMiſſor | 
is to ſerve the world and ourſelves. cc] 
For what is it we do! Our whole lives er. 
a change of infirmities ; they are made up C 
a ſucceſſion of weakneſſes ; and if at ais 
"To we are ſo well diſpoſed as to endeavour u 
to correct any one evil, it is commonhy H hic 
running into another. We reform pride M lvat 
pride; a worldly life, by humour; extra ar 


gance, by ſelf-conceit; and a want of at 
pentance, by dejection. We meet with col 
ruption on every fide; we practiſe in ou 
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ſelves what we condemn in others; and 
ſeldom cenſure any evil, but either under 
the ſame guilt, or that of the other ex- 
treme. 

Theſe, O God, are our weaknefles, in 
what we call and repute our virtues : But as 
for our fins, they are ſo numerous and de- 
formed, that we cannot look at them with- 
out confuſion, to ſee how we depart from 
Wour rule; and that having thy Goſpel to di- 
rect us, and thy infinite love, mercy, and 
Wjuſtice preſſing us to our duty, we go on 
Ws ſteadily in a worldly and ſinful way, as if 
Will were well enough, and we had nothing 
f moment to give us any diſturbance. 
Being under theſe unhappy circumſtances, 
We are troubled, O God, within ourſelves, 
Ind our miſery obliges us to call out to thee 
or help. Look upon us therefore, we be- 
eech thee, O Jeſus, and by the power of thy 
ercy, help us under all our infirmities. 

Call upon us this day, as thou didſt upon 
is apoſtle, and let thy call be a command 
us: Call us out of all our blindneſs, 
hich ſhuts our eyes againſt the means of 
ation, and makes the light of heaven ap- 
ar as darkneſs to us. Call us from all 
at corruption which is a daily clog upon 
r louls, faſtens them to the earth, and 
es from them the reliſh of all that is for 
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our eternal goad, Call us from all thoſe 

ſnares, which deceiving us with ſpecious 
follies, lead us inſenſibly into eterlaſting 
evils. 

O Jeſus, thou ſeeſt the weakneſs of every 
one of us, and what it is in particular that 
now, at this time, is the misfortune of our 
ſoul. Thou ſeeſt, if we are under thy di- e 
pleaſure, what is the occaſion of our guilt, i 
what 1t 1s that divides us from thee, our th. 
God. : 

O moſt gracious Redeemer, whatever this 
be, leave us not to ourſelves, but have 
mercy on us. Call upon us, and if we are 
unhappily departed at a great diſtance from 
| thee, yet, O Jeſus, vouchſafe ſtill to call I 
upon us, and make the ſound of thy voice 
to penetrate our hearts. Call aloud upon 
us, and let thy powerful word break all our Wi 
chains, diſengage our hearts from all ſinfu oli 
ties, and purity us from all our corrup- 
tion. ? 

When thou waſt upon earth, ſuch was 
the force of thy ſacred word, that by it the 
blind received their ſight, the dumb ſpoke, 
the lepers were cleanſed, the devils were 
caſt forth, and there was no ſort of diſten-Wi 
per, but what obeyed thy voice, and yieldel 1 af 
to thy command. Speak therefore now, 0B: .. 
bleſſed Redeemer, from thy heavenly throne 
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and all that is within us muſt ſurrender, and 
become obedient to thy word: Every diſ- 
temper muſt yield, if thou, O Lord, com- 
mandeſt: For now thy word is not leſs pow- 
WS crful, than when, for our ſakes, thou waſt 
here encompaſſed with mortal fleſh. 

O moſt loving Saviour, receive this our 
petition, and by thy grace overcome in us 
whatever corruption we have that leads us 
into ſin. If we are infirm, yet, O God, let 
there be no obſtinacy in our infirmity ; let 
there be nothing remaining within us, which 
Wmay reſiſt the motions of thy grace; but 
Fender us ſo truly obedient, that like thy 
poſtles we may lay aſide all human conſi- 

derations, to follow where thou art pleaſed 
o call us. 7 | 
In order to this, we beſeech thee to grant 
is ſome part, at leaſt, of the conſtancy and 
ourage of this apoſtle, in being prepared to 
Hollow thee, not only where we can go with 
ale, but likewiſe where it is very difficult 
o become obedient to thy commands. 
= Shew favour to us, O bleſſed Lord, in 
his our petition, becauſe of the variety of 
orruption and ill cuſtoms to which we are 
bjec: For we ſee plainly theſe cannot be 
overcome, but with great difficulty; we 
uſt ſuffer many felf-denials, before theſe 
eld; and yet, till they are overcome, it is 
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very plain we cannot follow thee as we 
_ ought. 88 5 7 

Hear us, therefore, O Lord, in thy 
mercy, and take from us all niceneſs and 
ſelf- love. Let us not fear ſelf-denials, but 
ſin. Let us not be afraid of contradicting 
nature, but of yielding to it. Give us the 
ſpirit of true patience and penance, fo as u 
be willing to ſuffer any thing that may be 
tor the remedy of our corruption, and for 
the preventing of fin. 1 

Convince us, O God, that it is not ſuffer. =. 
ing here is the thing we ought to dread, bu 
ſuffering hereafter ; and that if we can buf 
prevent everlaſting ſuffering by preſent {elf | 
denials, the condition is not to be eſteem 
ed hard, but to be embraced with joy 
Grant us, O God, to be thus wile, an 
may the example and ſufferings of thy apa. 
tles encourage us in the undertaking. M 
the example of St Bartholomew in bein L 
flayed alive, teach us to part with any thig *** 
to ſecure our ſalvation. Amen. : 


Let us pray. l 
LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, lt 2 
in the feſtival of thy bleſſed apoſtl{ 
St Bartholomew, haſt invited us to a reli 
ous and holy life: Grant to thy church, 
beſeech thee, that it may love what he b 
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: lived, and preach what he taught, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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IIS being the day of St Auguſtin, who 
: from hereſy and fin, was raiſed to be ſo 
Wo reat 2 father and light in God's church; 
WE nent in all that was for the ſervice og 
ruth, improvement of virtue, and the encou- 
gagement of pious ſouls in the way of ſalvation : 
ience accordingly let us give thanks, anu 
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, 4 YEFORE thee, O God of infinite ma- 
q VJ jeſty and goodneſs, we humbly proſ- 


ns 


rate ourſelves, and adore, in acknowledg- 
"cnt of all thy wonderful mercies to this 
Why ſervant, and in thankſgiving for all 
Woſe graces by which thou didſt draw him 
Yat of ſo much darkneſs, and ſet him up a 
aht of holineſs to the chriſtian world. 
„All theſe were the effects of thy infinite 
goodneſs to him, for which the whole 
urch, both in heaven and earth, are 


Let us pray. 
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bound to give thee thanks; ſince both 
heaven and earth can ſhew a plentiful fruit 
of thoſe bleſſings which were beſtowed on 
him. 

We at leaſt, whe, are here aſſembled, ac. 
knowledge on our own behalf, the great ad- 
vantage we have had from this ſacred light; 
and therefore confeſſing our debt, defire 
thee, O Lord, to accept ſuch a mean, though 
ſincere homage of thanks, as we are capadl: 
of giving. 


For this end; behold, we all bow dows, il © 
and confeſs thy holy name to be worthy of 1 
praiſe and glory for ever. R 

For touching the heart of this thy ſervant, WF 2 
and with thy miraculous grace, calling him 
out of all his darkneſs of error and ſin. R. fi 

| Bleſſed be thy name, O God ; for thou art wor th 
thy of praiſe and glory for ever. . th 


For his perfect converſion, and ſtrict Wl 
union with thee in the bonds of divine love. ac 
R. Blefjed be thy name, O God; for thou ar lip 

worthy of praiſe and glory for ever. | 
For his wonderful humility in publiſhing BY ane 
to the world the works of thy mercy o we 
him, and the public confeſſion of his own ty 

unworthineſs. R. Blefed be thy name, 0 by 
God; far thou art * of pra iſe and glu) Wl the 
for ever. 


For his wonderful piety, in preſcribing 
| rules 
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rules, and being himſelf an example of a 
religious life. R. Bięſed be thy name, 0 
God ; for thou art worthy of praiſe and glory 
far ever. GC 7 

For his wonderful charity to the poor, in 
ſparing nothing that was for their comfort 
and relief. R. Bleſſed be thy name, O God:; 
for thou art worthy of praiſe and glory for 
ever. 

For his wonderful zeal in defence of the 
catholic faith, and by his learned writings 
and preaching, labouring to regain the loſt 
ſneep, and bring them back to the fold. 
R. Bleſſed be thy name, O God ; for thou art 
worthy of praiſe and glor for ever. | 

For theſe, O Lord, and all other thy in- 
finite mercies to this thy ſervant, we bleſs ' 
thy name, we bow and adore, we confeſs, 
| thee to be worthy of all praiſe and glory, 
and beg that our lives may be a perpetual” 
acknowledgment of what we own with our 
lips. 

This, O God, is what we heartily deſire, 
and therefore, behold now, with one voice, 
we make our petition to thy infinite Majeſ- 
ty, beſeeching thee ſo to diſpoſe our hearts 
by thy holy grace, that, zealouſly following 
the example ſet before us, we may become 
pleaſing to thee in the practice of all re- 


ligious duties, and find that true comfort 
Vol. XV. O 
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but in thee, our God; and that being wholly 


ourſelves, and lay hold of all occaſions of 
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in our ewn ſouls, which belongs to the chil- 
dren of ſuch a Father. 

Grant therefore, O God, we may be truly 
converted from all our evil ways, and zea- 
louſly labour to overcome whatever. we can 
ſuſpe& in ourſelves to be diſpleaſing to thee. i 
R. 7 e befeech thee hear us. 

Grant we may ſhew no favour to our 
weakneſſes, nor deceive ourſelves by delays; 
but by violence labour to ſubdue whatever | 
is yet rebellious in us. R. Me beſeech, thee 90 
hear us. „ 

Grant we may ſeek thee with all our 
ſouls; that we may love thee with all our | 
hearts; that Chriſt may dwell in us, and we 
be transformed into him. R. We beſeech thee | 
bear us. 

Grant we may ſeek no other comfort, 


abſtracted from what is periſhing and earth- 


ly, our deſires may be wholly terminated in e . 
heaven. R. We beſeech thee hear us. He 
Grant we may be ſolicitous in humbling elve 


denying our own will; that ſo not our will, 
which is corrupt, but thy will, O God, 
which is in all things — and holy, 
may entirely govern us. We beſeech the 
hear us. 

Grant we may make a right uſe of the 


r 


opportunity thou haſt given us, for improv- 
ing in all good; that when our laſt hour 
comes, we may be found with oil in our 
lamps, and prepared to enter with the 
pouſe into everlaſting glory. R. We beſeech 
bee hear us. | | Fas 
Hear us, O moſt bountiful Father, and 
grant theſe our requeſts. Ihe mercy thou 
haſt ſhewed to thy holy ſervant, whom we ho- 
nour this day, gives us encouragement to 
k, and ſtrengthens our hope, that thou wilt 
have compaſſion on us in this ſtate of infir- 
Wnity, and afford us ſuch help as our neceſſi- 
ties require. 1 
All our neceſſities are known to the, and 
ull of hope we now, on this day, lay theni 
pefore thee, begging with all humility, that 
s we honour thee in thy mercies ſhewed to 
his ſaint, ſo we may ſtill have more reaſon” 
b confeſs thee merciful, by experiencing 
e effects of thy mercy in ourſelves = 
Hear us, O God, and let thy mercy re- 
elve our petitions. 

That now, on this day, we may find our- 
lves ſtrengthened againſt all corruption, 


id with an unchangeable love united to 
ee. 


ly 
y 
h. 
1 


ing 
ol 


il, 
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Let us pray. 

[3 E favourable to our petitions, Almighty 
B God; and ſince thou encouragelt us to 
zope in thy . goodneſs, grant that by the 
prayers of blefled Saint Augy/in, thy con- 
feſſor and biſhop, we may find the effects of 


| 

thy accuſtomed mercy, through our Lord 1 

jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 

a 

drr . 

NATivITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN, fa 

September 8. en 

IIS being the day <wwherein ibe Bleſſed „ 

1 Urgin was born, who was to be the nn. gl 
ther of our Redeemer ; let us give thanks to our 

God for this his gift to mankind, and for i gl 

then approaching mercy of the world's re-. e. 

demption ; and according let us offer our 

prayers. thy 

| | glc 

Let us pray. 

'E acknowledge it, O God, our duty 0 

dito offer thee a ſacrifice of praise 

and thankigiving for the rich preſent thou 9 


madeſt to the world, this day, in the birth 
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ed up that plenty of heavenly graces by 
which ſhe was prepared for that divine 
privilege of being mother to the world's 
Redeemer. 

For this, O God, and the then approach- 
ing mercy of man's redemption, 'who, for 
many ages, had been held captive to lin, we 
bow down, and adore, and bletis thy name; 
and joining our voices in the ſame ſenſe 
of gratitude, beg thee to accept our homage 
in this hymn of praiſe. , 

Blefled art thou, O Lord God of our 
fathers, and worthy of rait and glory for 
ever and ever. 

And bleſſed is the name of my cloby, 
which is holy, and worthy of praile aud 
glory for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou in the holy temple of thy 
glory, and worthy of praiſe and glory for 
ever. 

Bleſſed art thou upon the holy throne of 
thy kingdom, and worthy of praiſe and 
glory for ever. 

Blefled art thou upon the ſceptre of thy 
divinity, and worthy of praiſe aud glory for 
ever. 


Bleſſed art thou who fitteſt upon the the. 


le 


w oe praile and glory for ever. 


O 11 


of the Bleſſed Virgin, in whom was treaſur- 


rubims, beholding the depths, and one 


——_ — 
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Ever. 
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Bleſſed art thou who walkeſt upon the f 
wings of the wind, and upon the waves cf 
the ſea, and worthy of praiſe and glory for 


May all the angels and thy ſaints bleſs 
c may they praiſe and glorify thee for 
ever. 43 
May the heavens bleſs thee, the earth and 
ſea, and all that is in them; may they praiſe | 
and glorify thee for ever. 1 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt : Worthy of praiſe 
and glory tor ever. ; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 
Worthy of praiſe and glory for ever. 
Hhleſſed art thou, Lord God of our pa- 
rents, and, worthy of praiſe and glory for 
ever. 
Accept, O Lord, we beſeech thee, this 
expreſſion of our gratitude, who being un- 
worthy of the leaſt of thy bleſſings, ſee our- 
ſelves encompaſſed with the greateſt ;. and 
therefore are bound to confeſs thy good- 
neſs, and to proclaim thy mercies to be 
without meaſure, | 
This it is we deſire to do at preſent, and 
therefore we again bow down, and with the 
ſincere acknowledgment of humble hearts, al 
ettels thy goodneſs and mercy to be inſi- 
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nite, and that thou art worthy of praiſe and 
glory for ever. : W ä 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. 4 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 

And now, O Lord, having rendered thee 
this homage of our praiſe, we deſire thee 
likewiſe to accept à petition from us, un- 
worthy ſinners; and it is, That this day, 
which gave birth to the Bleſſed Virgin, may 
be a birth-day likewiſe to us; that we may 
be born to a new life, and now dying to 
ſin, may begin to live entirely to thee, our 
God. 5 
This, O Bleſſed Lord, is our requeſt, in 
which we all join, and moſt earneſtly im- 
plore thy goodneſs to be favourable to us. 
For behold, O God, we ſee ourſelves mi- 
ſerable, we ſee ourlelves under the govern = 
ment of corruption, and going on in ſuch: 
ways as cannot be ſafe to us; and therefore, 
that we are either under the neceſſity of 
a change, or of being unhappy. 

Hear us therefore, O Father of infinite 
goodneſs, and fountain of mercy; incline 
thy ear to our petition, and grant ouf re- 
queſt. Prepare our hearts, we beſeech thee, 
and by thy grace give us reſolution and 


ſtrength to break from all our evil ways, 
* O'iv 
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and to renounce thoſe inclinations which 
have nothing but corruption to favour them, 
and are not according to thy law. 

On this mercy to us, we know our eter- 
nity depends, and therefore we repeat our 
. petition, and importune thy bowels of 
compatſhon in our favour: That by thy 
help we may effectually withdraw from all 
| that is ſinful, and ſuffer no human conſider- 
ations to be a check to our endeavours. 

Strengthen us, O God, and let not the 
importunity of our own inclinations be our 
hinderance, in forſaking what is ſinful, 
R. Amen. 

Strengthen us, O God, and let no ill 
cuſtom be our hinderance, in forſaking 
what is ſinful. R. Amen. 

Strengthen us, O God, and let no reſpect 
to company, acquaintance, or friends, be 
our hinderance in forſaking What is ſinful. 
R. Amen. 

Strengthen us, O God, and let no conſi- 
deration of preſent convenience, intereſt, or 
loſs, be our hinderance in forſaking what! 1s 
ſinfu). R. Amen. 

Strengthen us, O God, and let not the 
violence of our corruption, the ſtubborn- 
nels of our nature, the force of ſelf-love, or 
the difficulties of amendment, be our hin- 


Bleſſed Firgin, Sept. S. Ws 
danke in torſaking en is finful; - ; 


Amen. - | ut 
Help us, O moſt gracious Lords! in this 
reat work, and let the conſtant aſſiſtance of 

thy heavenly hand carry us with eourape 
and perſeverance through all the difficulties 
of it, For we know, except we- firit over. 
come all our ſinful diſorders; and thus die 
to ourſelves, we cannot hope to be born 
again to a new lite in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Perfect therefore, we beſeech thee, this 
work in us, and mercifully grant we- may 

1ov/ enter upon this new life, by having all 
the motions of our ſoul and body no longer 
ſubject to nature, or the world, but to the 
ſpirit of Chriſt living in us. | 

Grant we may enter upon this new life 
by being. dead to the world, and abiding 
unmoved under all the ſolicitations whether 
of its vanities, riches, grandeur, or plea- 
fures. R. Hear us, O God, and grant WE 

n thus enter upon ihis new life, 

Grant we may enter upon this new life, 
by being cruciſied with Jeſus Chriſt; by 
not fearing either poverty, or Gekneſs, or 
pain, or lolles, or injuries, or contempt; ar 
even death itſelf; by accepting all ſulterihg 
and humiliations, and fearing. no evil hut 
that of fin. R. Hear us, O God, and grant 
we may enter upon this new life. | 


Oy 


— 
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Grant we may enter upon this new life, 
by having bowels of compaſſion, charity, 
and ſweetneſs for every neighbour, and re. 
nouncing all thoſe inclinations or motions, 
that are contrary to charity and peace. R. 
Hear us, O God, and grant we may enter upon 
this new life. 3 j 
Grant our great ſolicitude may be, to lay 
up treaſures in heaven; to direct to that end 
our thoughts, our deſires, our actions, and 
the whole method of our life; ſtill endea- 
vouring to improve in good, and to approach 
nearer to the life of the bleſſed. R. Hear 
us, O God, and grant we may enter upon thi: | 
new life, * 8 | 
Hear us, we beſeech thee, and let thy 
mercy be favourable to us; for we know 
thou haſt commanded us to become nevi 
creatures; and we know without thy grace 
we can do nothing of what thou comman- 
deſt. Help us therefore, O God, and nov 
on this day of thy bounty to man, open the 
| treaſure of thy grace, and with a bountiful 
hand, pour forth thy bleſſing upon us. Help 
us in putting off the old man, in forſakingf 
our evil cuſtoms, and overcoming all that | 
of wilful weakneſs in us; help us in tor 
ſaking the ways of the world, and of owe 
own corruption; and now may we ente 


ſo faithfully into the way of the Goſp4 
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as to make this our birth-day to thee, our 
God. , of : 


Let us pray. a 


OUR forth, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 

upon thy ſervants, the bleſſing of thy 
heavenly. grace, that we, who in Chriſt's 
being born of the Bleſſed Virgin, have had 
che beginning of ſalvation, may in this ſo- 
lemnity of her birth find encreaſe of peace, 
through the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy. 
Son. | 


ExXALTATION oF THE HoLy Cross, 


September 14. 


HIS ts the day when the croſs on which 
Chriſt ſuffered ( having been recovered 
rom the hands of Infidels) was ſet up on 
Mount Calvary by the Emperor Heraclitus. 
ence. . | 


11 


| Let us pray. 

WD LESSED be thy name, O God, for thy 

I mercy in recovering the holy croſs 

om the hands of Infidels, and reſtoring it 
Ov 
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again to; Mount Calvary, here it might 
be viſited and honoured by Chriſtians as a 
lively memorial of all thy ſufferings, and a 
pledge, of their redemption. For this thy 
mercy we bow down, and bleſs thy holy 
name. 

But as it was, this FM ſet up on Mount 
Calvary, ſo we beg of God a like mercy, 


that the croſs in our hearts may be refcued h 
from the power ot infidelity, and exalted p 
there as the ſaving croſs of our redemption, Nr. 


which is the way to the recompence of an Wil 
eternal crown. | = 
This mercy we humbly aſk of thee, O ll 
God, : becauſe we find in our hearts the 
croſs is calt down, and fo much feared, if 
not deſpiſed, that it ſeems rather in the 
power of infidelity, than reverenced with a 
true and chriſtian faith. 

For what is it leſs than this, O God, 
when examining our hearts, we find our- Wi de 
ſelves afraid of all that belongs to ſuffering ; Ml cr: 
and whenever it comes to our ſhare, how 
then do we repute ourſelves unhappy, com- 
plain, become impatient, and by a ſucceſ- 
Fon of fins, depart from thee, our God. Bf exc 
And what is this, but the croſs being in the 
power of infidelity, Whilſt faith ſeems dead tur 
and there are no other thoughts attending ih har 
than ſuch as all intidels have! our 
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O God! We muſt confeſs we have too 
much of this weaknels in ourſelves; and we 
are ſenſible our inward ſtate, as to this point, 
is very unhappy; whilit the effects of infideli- 
y more frequently appear in it, than thoſe 
of faith in Chriſt crucified. * 
Wherefore, O molt gracious Lord, we 
lay our unhappineſs before thee, and moſt 
humbly beſeech thy goodneſs to have com- 
paſſion on us, and by a quickening faith to 
recover us from this blindneſs and Weeks 
nels. 
Shew mercy to us thy ſervants, and now, 
on this day, may the croſs be exalted in our 
700 is. May a lively faith poſſeſs our fouls, 
at the croſs is the way to glory; that to 
ſuffer in any kind, whether in body or mind, 
is à part of the croſs. offered to us; that it 
is the very thing to which Chriſt has called 
us; and not only called, but even comman- 
ded us to take it up. That to bear our 
crols, is to be aſſociated to Chriſt ; it is to 
be invited to the likeneſs of our head, and. 
to the participation of his glory. Itis to/be 
called into the ſame way, and to the ſame 
exerciſe. of humiliation, to which - Chriſt 
himſelf was called: It is to have the oppor- 
tunity of offering a ſacrifice put into our 
hands, by which our fins may be cancelled, 
our ſouls pure and the Divine aſſiſtance 
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engaged to us; it is to have the price put 
into our hands, by which we may purchaſe 
an eternal crown. 47 
This, O God, we confeſs, is what faith 
teaches us concerning the croſs; ſo that 
what an infidel nature fears, as its misfor. Ml 
tune, faith embraces, as the means of hap. 
pinefs. What an infidel nature reſents with 
complaints, impatience, and paſſion; faith i 
receives with adoration, bleſſing, and com- 
fort. 7 | . 
Now this being the great difference be. 
tween the croſs caſt down by infidelity, and 
exalted by faith; we implore thy grace in 
our behalf, and beg, that on this day of-the 
exaltation, the croſs may be exalted in our 
hearts; exalted by the power of ſuch a ſolid 
faith, as never more to look upon the crol; 
(or any part of it) as our unhappineſs, but 
as the diſpenſation of the Divine goodneſs, 
by which we are invited and prepared by 
preſent trials, for the poſſeſſion of reſt eter- 
nal. | | 
We beg thy grace, that the croſs being 
exalted, we may now, from this time, love 
the way of the croſs, and be jealous of every 
thing diſagreeable to that ſpirit, 
Hence, O God, vouchſafe to take from 
us the love of all thoſe things which are 
eſteemed great and valuable by the world; 
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may we repute them no better than falſe and 
deceitful goods, deſpiſe them as vain, and 
incapable of giving any ſolid comfort to 
the poſſeflors. _ 

Inſtead of theſe, turn our hearts, O bleſ- 
ſed Lord, upon all that is humbling, upon 
all that makes us little in our own eyes, and 
brings us to the contempt of Chriſt upon 
the croſs. Teach us, O God, to value all 
manner of humilations, and to ſeek thee, O 
Jeſus, in as many of theſe as happen to us; 
for though thou art not eaſily found in the 
glory of the world, yet we may eaſily find 
thee in its contempts. i 
Lead us, O God, in this way, and under 
every weight, teach us, we beſeech thee, to 
lift up our eyes to the croſs, and from thence 
to draw comfort amidſt the greateſt misfor- 
tunes. Happy we, it a lively faith keeps 
the croſs thus exalted in us: But thrice un- 

happy, if it be caſt down and trampled on 
by the thoughts of infidelity. | 


Let us pray. 


God, who this day comforteſt us with 

the yearly ſolemnity of the exaltation 
of the Holy Croſs : Grant, we beſcech-thee, 

W that as we have knowledge of its myſtery 
here on earth, ſo we may partake in heaven 
Jof the redemption wrought by it. Through 
che ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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IurkESs 10x OF THE Wounds OF ST 
FRANCIS, SEPT. 17, 


| S in the Common of a Confe or no Biſbo 4 
A To Which add, Ja " 4 4 


WE render thee, O God, our humble Mi-* 
thanks, for the miraculous favour to this 
thy ſervant, in the impreſſion of thy facred 
wounds; this was the effect of thy love to 
him, and the recompence of his ardent love 
to thee. Bleſſed be thy holy name tor al 
thy mercies, and eſpecially in the encou- s 
ragements by which thou art pleaſed to in-. 
vite us to love thee, and ſeek thee. 
Upon this day's encouragement, we beg 
ol thee, O merciful Lord, that thy holy 
race may revive in us the memory o! 
Chriſt's ſacred paſſion; and not only the 
memory, but imprint, O Lord, we beſfecch 
thee, in our breaſts, a ſenſe of that infinite 
love, which moved Chrift our Lord to work 
our redemption in ſuch an ignominiousi 
Way. 
And, O God, let it be ſuch a lively ſenſe, 
as may powerfully draw us to Chriſt, no!M 
only with admiration, but with the bond: o 4 
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Woraticude and love, in ſuch a manner, th 
Wothing, created may be able to divide us 
From him. 

= O God, may this ſacred love of our Re- 
eemer ſo poſleſs our hearts, as to fill them 
im a continual adoration of his infinite 
ove to us, and exclude from our breaſts all 
hat affection to creatures, which can be in- 
rious to our greater duty, by drawing our 
earts from thee, our God. 

May the fame love of our Redeemer — as 
ſacred bond upon our. hands and feet, to 
eſtrain them from all ſuch liberties as can 
: dipleaſing to thee. May the remem- 
Fance of Chriſt's ſacred wounds tie up gur 
gers againſt every action that is ſinful ; 
ay it be a check to our ſteps, that our feet 
y have no motion but what is in order 
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We confeſs, O God, we are the purchaſe 
our Redeemer, and 'the price of our ran- 
n was no other but his ſacred blood. He 
ve his life for us ſinners, and for us was 
WW nailed to a croſs. It was his love for us 
ers chat bound him to the pillar, and 
Wnbled him under the contempt of a ma- 
dor and a ſlave : It was this love opened 
ie wounds in his hands and feet, and 
w forth his laſt breath in the company 

thieves. What more, O loving Jeſus, 
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couldſt thou do for us than thou haſt done 
What more couldit thou do to oblige us «lf 
love and ſerve thee | And ſhall I ſtill live on, Wi 
unmindful, ungrateful, and as one inſenſtbe 
of all thou haſt done for me! Shall I ſtill l 
with this only concern of doing my owl 
will, and not rather of doing thine ! 1 

O my God! penetrate my heart ani 
reins with the love of my Redeemer; mai 
that love he has expreſſed in his acre 
wounds poſſeſs my ſoul, and make all that i 
within me ſubject to his will. May this de 
a reſtraint upon all my inclinations, and ſu-W 
fer nothing of corruption * more to hav 
the command within me. + his infinigg 
love preſcribe rules to my ie, i may it noo 
be my great endeavour to live to him. Fa 
who can have a better title to my life, tha 
he who has given his life for me? Conf 
therefore, O Jeſus, and take poſſeſſion q; 

my ſoul; let thy will govern it in all thing 
and not mine. And when fin preſſes upd | 
me, may this be my anſwer ; how can 1 
bel againſt thoſe wounds which have be ou 
opened for me as a 
om! 


4 


Let us pray. 


O Jeſus Chriſt, who to enflame «ff gnit) 
tepid hearts with the fire of Div thy 
love, didit imprint on the body of bleſſed Aga 
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Handi the ſacred marks of thy paſſion: 
LMiercifully grant, by his merits and interceſ- 
ſion, we may always bear our croſs, and 
bring forth worthy fruits of penance: Who 
liveſt and reigneſt with God the Father in 
the unity. 


| PPP | 


ST MaTTHEw, SEPT. 21. 


. HIS being the day of St Matthew, 2050 
* being called by Chriſt from the receipt of 
-/7om, immediately left all, and of a Publican. 
came an apoſtle ; and after Chriſt's aſcenſion, 
gcoving both written and preached the Goſpel, 
wt /ength confirmed it by his blood. Hence 


[7 Let ws pray. 
i 


od 1 TERNAL thanks be given to thee, O 
a Jeſus, for the mercy of this day, which 
ou haſt exprefſed to ſinners. * Matthew 
as a ſinner, even an oppreſſor of the poor, 
ad yet thou art pleaſed to call him, and 
om that unhappy ſtate, to raiſe him to the 
unity of an apoſtle, to become a publiſher 
thy Goſpel, and a martyr for the truth. 
Again, being a guelt at his table, and re- 


01 
Tl 
0 


332 St Matthew, 


proved by the Phariſees for eating with pub. 
licans and ſinners, thou art pleaſed to make 
this comfortable declaration: That they, 
who are well, have no need of a phyſician, 
but they who are fick: Go and learn what 
means, I will have mercy, and not ſacrifice: 
For I am not come to call the righteous, but fin- 
ners 19 repentance. | 

O blefled Jeſus! What greater mercy can 
be expreſſed than this! Sinners are they 
who ottend thee, they deſpiſe thy law, they 


take part with thy enemies, they turn thy 


own bleſſings againit thee, they  cor- 
rupt ſouls, and draw them into rebellion 
againſt all thy commands: So that when 
they look upon their own inward ſtate, they 
fee themſelves unhappy, they foreſee a great- 
er unhappineſs in thy anger, which they 
have provoked, and in the rigour of thy 
judgments, which are treaſured up againſt 
them, and can apprehend nothing from 
within themſelves, but motives of delpair. 
This is the ſtate of finners; and yet, 
while thus miſerable in themſelves, enemies 
to thee, and under no other proſpect, but of 
the weight of thy anger falling upon them: 
Behold thou, O Jeſus, appeareſt their com- 
forter; thou, whom they have offended, 
comeſt to their relief, publiſhing this decla- 
ration to as many as are in this unhapp) 
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ſtate, that thy coming upon earth, is not 
for the ſake of the juſt, but of ſinners ; ; It Is 
to heal their diſtempers, to call them to 
repentance, and to ſhew mercy to them. 

O Jeſus, bleſſed be thy name for ever. 
How adorable is this thy goodneſs, and 
how. wonderful thy mercy, above all thy 
works! That thus thou ſhouldeſt come, not 
only to receive ſinners, but to ſeek them, to 
call upon them, to invite them, to offer thy- 
ſelf to their help, and by the ſweet force of 
thy goodneſs, even to draw them to thee ! 
What return ſhall we make to thee for this 
exceſs of thy bounty! What return can we 
make, who are ſo poor and miſerable: It 
muſt be by-thy grace, O God, whatever re- 
turn 18 made to thy mercy. Grant us, 
therefore, *we beſeech thee, thy grace, firſt, 
That we may be truly ſenſible of this thy 
mercy ; and then, that we may lay hold of 
it, for the remedy of all our evils, and the 
everlaſting comfort of our ſouls. 

Grant that the ſenſe of this thy merc 
may baniſh from our hearts all thoſe temp- 
tations which lead to deſpair. May it like- 
wiſe force away all immoderate and deject- 
ing fears, which diſcourage all attempts of 
amendment, as fruitleſs, and plead for go- 


ing on, in the uſual tract, either of a ſinful 
or ſlothful life. | 


334 St Matthew, 


Let thy grace, O God, help us in this 
point, becauſe: we know how weak we are, 
and how much we are prejudiced in our 
own fears. For though fear, in a due de. 
gree, be the beginning of wiſdom, and a 
neceſſary help in our imperfect ſtate : Yet 
we know too, there is nothing more injuri- Mit 
ous to pious ſouls, than immoderate fear, Mor 
which magnifying their own failings, quite cee 
takes out of their ſight the comfort of thy Mee 
infinite mercies, and thus leaves them in a Mi; ; 
hopeleſs ſtate of dejection and darkneſs. 2 

Wherefore, O Lord, we beſeech thee, to ter. 
prevent in us this miſchief, by preſerving in is. 
our minds a due ſenſe of thy mercies; ſo i 
far, that we may not only then hope, when 
we ſee no failings in ourſelves; but even 
then too, when we find ourſelves yet ſubject 
to weaknels ; believing thy goodneſs to be Hill 
above our infirmities, and that thou canſt Mecaſ 
ſhew mercy, when we have no title to claim Ancei 
it by an exemption from fin. 

1 his, O God, we beg of thee, that ſo we Weret 
may have proof of our confidence being in hu 
thy mercy, and not in ourſelves. But then Nou! 
again, we beſeech thee to preſerve us from 
the other extreme: May we ever hope in Hntar 
thy mercy, and yet not ſo, as to let the r i 
thoughts of thy mercy be a motive to us, of if 


delaying amendment, or of living on in fin. Mie th 


_ 335 
= No, bleſſed Lord, let not this be our 
oilt; for we confeſs it an intolerable in- 
Witicude to make thy goodneſs the occafion' 
f our malice, and that there can be no ſurer 
ay of treaſuring up wrath againſt our- 

elves, than in ſuch abuſe of thy mercy. _ 
Rather, O moſt gracious Lord, let the 
Fonſideration of thy mercy have a contrary 
gect upon us, by drawing us on to a more 
Peedy repentance. For we know thy mer- 
is no benefit to a foul that lives on under 
be wilful engagements of fin. It is thy 
ternal decree, that except a man forſake 
Wis cvil ways, he muſt expect no pardon of 
Win. All his knowledge of thy goodneſs, 
Wnd trouble at his own unhappy ſtate, and 
Woughts of amendment, nay, the confeſſion 
If his ſins, and abſolution of the church, all 
ul be to no purpoſe, but only to the in- 
reaſe of his guilt, if it be not joined with a 
ncere and hearty repentance. _ - 

This, O God, is our certain belief, and 
erefore we now, with all the earneſtneſs 
humbled ſouls, aſk thy grace, that, as 
ou haſt given us a knowledge of thy mer- 
. io thou wouldeſt grant us a ſincere re- 
ntance of all our fins, and thus prepare 
r louls for the benefit of thy mercy. 
Let us no longer go on under the irreſo- 
Je thoughts of amendment, thinking and 


386 „ S Matthew, 
talking of Melcrmige: but fin Fung an wr 


reformed; for this, we know, is playi 
with eternfty, and preparing l - 
ourſelves, for our greater condemnation, u 
having, our own conſciences witnefles d 


our, knowing, the will of God, and ua 


doing it. x XY #42445 4-IT: 1-41 1 4 
__ ,, Suffer us not therefore, we beſeech thee, M 
to be thus unhappily blind; but having the 
encouragement of thy mercy ſo ſtrong! 
calling upon us, may we, with this apoltle, M 
_ obey thy call, and breaking from all the 
ways of our iniquity, like him, never more WM 
return to them. Thus Matthew quitt 
the receipt of cuſtom, which was a final 
profeſſion; and being called from among 
the Publicans, was no more a Publican. | 
O Jeſus! may this be our pattern: May 
this day's example be the rule of our repen- 
tance. And now, O Bleſſed Redeemer! 
let this repentance begin. Give us nov 
a ſenſe of all obr iniquities, of all our ſinſuſ 
ways, by which we depart from thy law: 
And now, O good Jeſus, let thy grace 
powerfully . 5 us, as to inſpire uw 
with a real deteſtation of all our. fins, tha 
we may hate whatever we have done to ji 
diſpleaſure, and ſo fincerely hate it, as wit 
violence to break from it, and ſo brep : 
n | 11" Fool 


from it, as n 

Never more return, we befeech thee; 
W but, with this apoſtle, may we for 8 
bos thee, our Redeemer, live by thy Gof- 
pel, and ſeek, before all things, the kings 
dom of God. May this, O God, de thy 
blefling to us, this day, no more to be Pub- 
licans, but thy faithful difciples. | 


ever more to return to the ve- 


Let us pray. 


our weakneſs cannot obtain, may be granted 
Wto us by his interceſſion, through our Lord 
clus Chriſt, thy Son. 


| ST Micnazr, September 29. 
vl 


that | HIS being a day conſecrated to the memo- 
& 7 * ry and honour St Michael the Archans 
1 


1 el, who fought againſt Lucifer, and caſt him 
roa rect our prayers. 
Vol. XV. : P 


St Neha Schr. % 397 


WC RANT, 0 Lord, that the prayers of 
| thy holy apoſtle and evangeliſt, St 
(Matthew, may be a help to us: That what 


et of heaven. Let us, this day, accordingly 
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60D, who, in this day's folemnity, 

putteſt us in mind both. of the fall of 
the rebellious angels, and of the glorious 
victory of St Michael and his companions, 
who were faithful to thee : Grant we may 
learn from both ſides, and both from the 


= « 
fall of Lucifer, and St Michael's triumphs, WW ' 
be ſpurred on, and confirmed in our duty t 
to thee. * | b 
Grant, O God, that the fall of thoſe WW a 
noble ſpirits may, this day, ſtrike us with: 
fear of ourſelves, that we may never confide ¶ 1 
in our own ftrength, nor preſume in amin 
good we do; but always walk with an WW cv 
humble diſtruſt in ourſelves, and with ou ln 
whole dependence on thy ſupporting grace. an 
For what are we, Lord, but poor fin. fol 
ners? And when the pillars of heaven fa nei 
what truſt can there be in duſt and aſhes der 


O God! we- confeſs our inconſtancy and 
weakneſs. We ſometimes. enjoy a- certall 
inward peace, and are preſently lifted un 
as if now we were ſecure againſt all dang 
af fin: And if any ſudden darkneſs or {torn 
ariſes, we are preſently diſcouraged, and 
with the reaſoning of a dejected mind, fort 
weich conclude, that we ate certainly mil 


* 
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able, and that all our endeavours are to no 
purpoſe. e Ty 6 | 

And now, O God, being thus eaſily 
moved, puffed up with ſucceſs; caſt down 
with trouble, ſoftened with what. pleaſes, 
diſſipated with trifles, terrified with imagi- 
nations, comforted with ſhadows,; oppreſſed 
with fears, carried away with vanities, en- 
couraged with lies, deluded with ſnares: 
What have we to depend on, who are thus 
toſſed with every blaſt, who are in danger 
both from ſtorms and calms, and never 
abide long in the ſame ſtate? What have 
we to depend on, except thou, O Lord, 
ſtandeſt by us, and by thy grace preventeſt 
in us the many miſchiefs which attend us on 
every fide! wt 
O God, we have nothing of ourſelves, 
and therefore confeſs it a molt provoking 
folly, amidit ſo much evidence of our weak- 
neſs, to truſt in ourlelves ; and cannot won- 
der at thy juſtice, who permitteſt us to fall, 
as often as we lean on ſuch broken reeds. 

But, O God, be merciful to us, and 
now, by thy heavenly light, convincing us 
of our own weakneſs, graciouſly N to 
deliver us from all confidence in ourſelves. 
May we every day, more and more, ſee our 
own nothing, and that we have no hope, or 
aelp, or ſccurity, but in thy grace alone; 
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and therefore caſting, away all preſuming 
thoughts and ſelf-conceit, may we live in a 
petual fear of ourſelves, and place our 
whole truſt in thee, who alone art our God 
and our ſalvation. | 
Deliver us likewiſe, O God, we beſeech 
thee; from all other kinds of proud and 
ambitious thoughts; may the puniſhment 
of pride in the angels make us dread the 
approach of this evil; and while we ſee it 
ſo pernicious in them, as to change the beau. 
ty of thoſe noble ſpirits into the deformity of 
devils, may we never be fo bold as to open 
our hearts to this ſin, or any ways giye ad- 
mittance to it. „ 
Hear us, O God, and help us in this 
point, for we ſee the danger in which we 
are: We every. day feel the ſtrong inclina- 
tion we have to this provoking and deſtruc- 
tive evil. But be thou, O Lord, our 
helper, and by thy grace ſtrengthen us 
inſt ourſelves, that we may be able to 
ſtand againſt this corruption, and never 
venture our ſouls under the conduct of 
pride, which we ſee has made both devils 
and hell. Hear us, O God, and help us; 
let not thy grace fail us in a caſe where 
nature leads us with ſo much ſubtilty and 
violence out of the way: Let the fall of 
Lucifer be our antidote ever ready agaialt 
this poiſon. | | 5 
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And not only in this, but in all other 
caſes, O God, give us grace to ſtand againft 
temptations,” and reſiſt the evil of fm. For 
fince the old ſerpent, with his angels, is caſt 
out into the earth, we know he labours to 
draw the feed of the woman into'the fame 
condemnation, and goes about feekmy whom 
he may devour; and we can no etherwite 
be fafe, than by fighting againſt him. 

Grant therefore, O God, we may join 
with St Michael, and, by his example, fight 
againſt the dragon, ſo that we may never be 


bleſſed Lord, we implore thy help, be- 
cauſe we are very ſenſible of our own weak» 


fore us. | : 
We are very ſenſible the devil is both 
too' powerful and ſubtle for us, if we are 
left alone to ourſelves, and that we can have 
no hope of victory, but from thy favourable 
affiſtance. nnen 


| Have compaſiion, therefore, on us, we 
beleech thee, and help us in this troubleſome 


by us at all times, and give us both under® 


e ſtanding, patience, and {trength, that we 
f may fight a good fight, and have comfort 
of 


Wn the expectation of the crown thou halt 
promiſed to thoſe that overcome. _ 
Pi 


made a prey to his malice. In this, 0 


r * 


neſs, and of the great dangers that are be. 


warfare, in which we are engaged. Stand 


34 St Michael, 


Give us light, O mereciful Lord, and dif. 
Ae that we may not raſhly run into 
danger, nor unadviſedly be 'deluded by the 
inares'of our enemy. In this, O moſt gra. 
cious God, we beſeech thee to hear us; for 
we confeſs here our great miſery and blind. 
neſs; for although we know the damnation 
there is in mortal fin, and that to be over. 
come by the deril is to be made miſerable, 
even eterpally miſerable with him, unleſs re. 
pentance 1ntervene ; yet ſtill we are daily 
provoking. the devil againit ourſelves; we 
chuſe ſnares, and have no greater dangers 
than thoſe we draw upon ourſelves, - © 

O God! how nilerabls; how wretchedly 
fooliſh are we in this! But have mercy on 
us, we beſeech thee, and grant us that true 
- wiſdom by which we may torefee dangers, 
be jealous of all ſnares, and induſtrious in 
declining all that is a preparation for ſin. 
This, O God, we aſk of thee, through the 
bowels of ty infinite mercy, and through 
the paſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that, 
for what remains of our lives, we may be 
wiſe in avoiding the dangers of ſin, and no 
amore run into ee and the ſnares of 
the devil. 

And as for all othes danger aſſaulnz, 3 
and temprations, which are inſeparable from An. 
this our 28 705 ſtate, in thele, O * we By ©: 


5 Sept. 29. N. X 343 
molt humbly implore thy protectian, and 


beg that with reſolution and conſtauey ve 


may ſtand againſt them, that under the 
ſhelter of thy wings we may {till find com- 
fort, and never be diſcouraged, not with - 
ſtanding the greateſt difficulties. 
We know we are called to fight, that 
this is the condition of our ſtate, and that 
heaven is not to be gained by us, but þÞy 
eee, the devil. Grant therefore we 
may ever ſtand armed, ever be prepared ta 
fight, and never be tired, as long as we 
have danger before us, and the enemy keeps 


the field. And you, O bleſſed Archangel, 


who caſt Luciſer out of heaven, ſtand by us 
in the hour of battle, help us in our weak- 
neſs, and teach us to overcome. We, this 
day, rejoice in your victories, pray that we 
may be faithful to the end, that ſo you likes 
wile may rejoice in ours, and we may be- 
come ſo happy, as to be of the number of 
choſe who are to fill up the ſeats which ſin 
hath made vacant in heaven. tan gc 


* 
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| Let US pray. 12 17; SV): 


| GOD, who in a wonderful; manner 

halt diſpoſed the miniſtry, of angels 

and men: Mercifully grant, that our life on 

carl may be defended by tiiem who always 
Pa. 


nm 


| _ 344 Ange Cardio, 


miniſter to thee in heaven, throu our 
Lord Jelus Chrilt, 1 8 F 7 K a 
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Aok Gugnarans, October 2, ; 


"HIS day being appointed in thankſgiving 

to the providential goodneſs of God, ap 
ant us angelt to take charge of us in 
this our pilgrimage, and to be our- guides in the 
way of ſalvation ; 5 let us piers direct aur 
devotion this day. 


Let us pray. 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, to 
thee be given eternal praiſe for thy 
mercy to us finners, who knowing how 
very blind and weak we are in the midſt of 
Tſo many dangers, with which we are en- 
compaſſed, haſt given us in charge to thy 
holy angels, to. take care of us; that what 
is wanting to us, through our manifold in- 
firmities, may be ſupplied by their power 
and charity: That by thoſe mihi pr 
rits we may be defended from enemies, 
livered from dangers, - and through many 
difficulties conducted to a place of reſt, in 
the participation of that happineſs which 
they enjoy. | 


; " 
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For his thy mercy, O " „tous un- 
worthy ſinners, we bow down Land adore 


thee, and beg that under the care of thy 
holy angels, our lives, in virtue and good 
diſcipline, may be a perpetual homage of 
thankſgiving; and what is wanting in us, 
do you, O bleſſed ſpirits, ſupply, Alias 
raiſe to the Lord of glory, in everlaſting 
1 0 for his infinite goodneſs to us vile 
worms, who deſerving nothing but o de 
caſt forth into utter darkneſs, have all pro- 
viſions made us to become eternally glo- 
rious with you in heaven. For this thy 
mercy, O God, bleſſed, adored, and mag- 
nified be thy name for ever. 
And now, O God, we befcech thee, that 
under this thy holy ordinance our lives may 
be protected, and thar being defended both 
in foul and body, we may be conducted 
through the many dangers of this life, and 
no unworthineſs of ours may deprive us of 
125 help, which thy goodneſs has appointed 
Or us. 
. Grant therefore, O Sovereign Lord, that 
as thy people in the deſert had an angel 
to go before them, and be their guide from 
ee into the land of promiſe; 70 we may 
e ever under the ſame conduct, and have 
thy holy angels to be our guides in all our 
ways. R. We beſeech thee. hear 1 5 
* 


1 1 9. 
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"Grant, O Lord, that as "Lo was reſcued 
out of Solon by the holy angels; ſo we, 
by the ſame minifiring ſpirits, may be de- 
livered from all evil company, and reſcued 
from all dangers. R. We beſeech thee hear 
VIP 

Grant, O Lord, that as thy holy angel 
Virhltood n and hindered him in his 
way, when he was going to curſe thy peo- 
ple: So thy holy angels may ever ſtand 

againſt us in all our perverſe ways, inform 
us of our ill deſigns, and direct us into thy 
paths. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant, O Lord, that as by thy holy an- 
gel thou didſt inform Foſeph of his fliglit 
into Egypt, for declining the cruelty of 
Herod ; lo we, by the ſame holy ſpirits, 
may be directed into all the ways that are 
well-pleaſing to thee, and are for our ſecu- 
rity, whether of ſoul or body. R. We be- 
feech thee hear us. © 

Grant, O Lord, that as thy holy angel 
comforted Jeſus amidſt: the anguiſh of his 
agony in the garden; fo we, in all troubles, 


_ afflictions, and diſquiets, may have the ſame $ 


holy ſpirits our directors and comforters. 
R. We beſcech thee hear us. 

"Grant, O Lord, that as thou didſt ſend 
an angel before Moſes; and gave him ftrit 
command to hear his voice, if he expected 
the favour of thy divine protection: So we 
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may: be men ready, in, fallaying 8 0 | 
tions of thy holy angels, t whom thou haſt 
given us in charge, and faithful in abſerving - 
their commands. R. IVe beſcech thee hear uu. 

Hear us, O Lord, in theſe gux petitions, 
and grant we may make a good uſe of all 
thy mercies, and that by our ſins e may 
not render thy bleſſings unproſitable to us. 
Whatever helps we receive from thy crea- 
tures, they are the effects of thy bounty, 
and thanks are due to thee. And ſince the 
end of thy ordinances is thy glory, and our 
ſalvation; grant that by the afliltance of thy 
holy angels, our lives may be ſo directed, as 
to anſwer theſe purpoſes of thy infinite wil-⸗ 
dom and providence. „ 
For this end, I beſeech thee, O holy an- 

gel, to whoſe care I am committed by the 

divine goodneſs, to direct my feet in the 
ways of peace, to defend me from all evil 
ſpirits, and to help me as often as the vio- 
lence of temptation puts me in danger of ſin. 
For thou knoweſt, O faichful Guardian, 
that being created to the image of my Gd, 
and redeemed by the blood of Chrilt, I a:n 

committed, by the divine Providence, to thy 
charge. And why all this, but that the ma- 
lice of the enemy may not deitroy me, ii 
whom the divine goodneſs and clem-:.c {ers 
lv wonderfully viſible. . 


348 A ngel Guardians, OF. 2. 
Sad by. Ak therefore, and, with a. faith. 
ful 


rote Hon defend me, that W at the 
mercy of God has done for me, may not 
be loft I conjure thee by that love of our 
Creator, which ſupported thee in the fall of 
ſo many angels, that by thy help,! I may find 
the powerful and effectual grace of God, 
by which I may be preſerved from all lin, 
be enabled to perform all duties, to over- 
come the world and myſelf, and may con- 
ſtantly perſevere in the love and ſervice of 
my Creator, till I come, by his mercy, into 
your happy ſociety, where joining in your 
choirs, I may A. him for ever, Amen. 


Let us. pray. 


God, who, by a wonderful Provi- 

\ dence, haſt been pleaſed to appoint 
thy 05 angels to be our guardians; grant 
to thy ſervants, that we may be always de- 
fended by their protection, and come at 
length to have a part in their glory. 
e our Lord Jeſus d hy; ſou. 


@ 
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rerkEls8 being tbe day of St Brigit, a 25 
—_ 1 Fu ſervant of God, who, by the Divine, 
= mercy, was called to be an example. of all virs 
tue, and after many ſingular favours of heaven, 
having choſen retirement, and inſtituted @ re. 
ligious order, for her ſtridter union with God, 
at length purified with ſevere trials, gave 
her ſoul into the hands of her beavently ſpouſe 
Hence, let us give thanks, and pray: 


O thee, O eternal God, be everlaſting . 
praife and thankſgiving, for all thy 
mercies to. this thy ſervant, who being no- 
thing in herſelf, but, like us, poor helpleſs 
duſt, was raifed by thy grace, to be a fight 
to Tanks of Chriſtians, to be a pattern of all 
virtues, an encourager of holineſs, and A 
rule to us in the way of ſalvation, _ © 
For theſe thy manifold gifts to her, we 
bow down and' adore- thee, we bleſs. and 
magnity thy name; and proclaim it juſt, 
that as all generations are edified by her 
example, ſo all generations ought to ſing 
torth thy praiſes, and publiſh thy mercies, 
who in ſuch humble duſt haſt been pleaſed 
io maniteſt the wonders of thy goodneſs, 


_ 
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and make ſtars of glory to ſhine out of cor. 
ruption, and ſlſiew to many the way of the 
crols, and the way to everlaſting bliſs. 

For this mercy in this thy ſervant, we, at 
leaſt, bow down and adore, and beg that 
thy name may be glorified for ever. 
| For bringing thy ſervant to ſuch an early 

knowledge of thy goodneſs, and drawing 


her heart to thee in adoration and love, 


R. We bow down and adore thee," and veg th ) 
name may be glorified for ever. 

For kindhng in her breaſt ſuch an early 
3 her Redeemer; ſo as to overflow 
with the pious mixture admiration and 
grief, of ſweetneſs and tears, R. Me bow 
down and adore thee, and beg, that ** nane 
may be glorified for ever. 

For penetrating her foul. with an 3 
ſenſe of the ſacred paſſion cf Jeſus; under 
the ſtrong impreſſions of which, her ſoul 
melted into grief and love. R. We bow 
down and adore thee, and beg, thy name may 


be glorified for ever. 
Tor enlarging her ſoul with an enbeſſire 


charity, by which ſhe ſought the good of 


her neighbour, relieved the poor, and be- 


came a comfort to the diltrefled. R. We 


bow down and adore thee, and beg thy name 


may be glorified for æver-. 
Far her wonderful 'bimilicy, 4 in ſtooping 
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to the meaneſt offices, and embracing alt 
humiliations for the help of the poor and 
afflicted· R. We how 55 and adore thee, 
and beg thy name may be glori ified for ever. 

For rewarding her piety here on earth, 
by revealing to her heavenly myſteries, and 
admitting her to thy ſecret counſels. R. 
IVe. bow down and adore thee, and beg thy 
name may be glorified for ever. | 

For her great ſolicitude in the good of 
ſouls, and preſcribing rules for our comin 
to the life of the Golpel, and by that'to the 
life of the - bleſſed. R. We bow down' and 
adore thee, and 5 thy name op; be Sr zie 
for. eber. 

For all thy graces lo bountifully poured 
forth on thy ſervant, we bow down and 
adore thee, and moſt humbly implore thy 
gaodnef:, that carried on by a like propor- 
tion of thy Divine help, we may zealouſly 
=_ follow her example, and by daily endea- 
vours of treading her ſteps, come with her 
to the poſſeſſion of our heavenly ſpouſe. 
For this end, grant, O Lord, we beſeech 
= thee, that we may apply our hearts to the 
ſtudy of our Redeemer's paſſion, and by his 
love to us, learn how we are bound to E 
him. R. We beſeech thee bear. us.” 

Grant we may turn our fouls from all 
that is vain and worldly, and feeding them 
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on moutit C tary, in th. hoſe fac fler ed paſture, 
find noütiſhtnent 70 ff exelaſting. R 
We beſeech thee Beat us. 

Grant that, with this Saint, we may bum. 
ble ourſelves by the example of Jeſus, and 
as we renounce worldly comforts, ſo our 

wuls may find reliſh and comfort in what. 
ever brings us to the humility of Jeſus. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. | 

Grant, that having taken Jeſus Chriſt 

or our pattern, we may ſuffer no inclina. 
tion, humour, or paſſion to carry us any 
other way than what he has taught us. R. 
Us beſeech thee hear us. 1 

© Grant we may daily labour to overcome 
our unhappy nature, and improve in all 
good, and never ceaſe in our endeavours, 
till we find thee, the crown of our labour, 3 
R. We beſcech thee hear us. 3 
Hear us, O God, in theſe our Ga) 4 
and by thy grace carry us on in the way of 
es We have only this one thing 
to alk, That we may live aud die thy faith. 
ful ſervants. It is this is the great and ge. 
neral object of our deſires. Wherefore, 0 


Lord, we beſeech thee, be favourable to us, : 
and ſince we aſk nothing of this world, le 


thy goodneſs incline thee to the grant of our | þ 
requeſts. 1 


We confeſs thou haſt done great thing 


Mober g. 353 


W for us, for which we axe ever baund to be 
W thankful: But, O God, Jeave nor-thy 5 
unfiniſhed; have compaſſion on Wh by 
ſervants, and haying encomp pled. 1 

many advantageous opportunities, e 
to our eternal good, grant we may I not neg- 
lect what thou haſt put into our, hands, but 
by being RY and careful in every part of 


our duty, may go on advancing every day, 
ull having gained a perfect victory, we may. 


come to the recompence of our endeavours 


in the inheritance of everlaſting bliſs. 
Have merey on us, 0 blefſed God, 

help us. N 

4 And hear the prayers of St wig ur 

hoh mother) foliciting for us. 


27 
; 1 4 *#- oy * * 
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"Tot Us pray. 


« vo 


L God, who by thy only Son aid 
reveal to St Brigit — myſteries z 
grant, that by her pious interceſſion, we thy 
lervants may joyfuliy find the comforts of 


thy everlaſting glory revealed in us. 


I brough the lame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
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I being the day of St Tereſa, a holy 


| virgin, eminent in all virtues : Thank. 

giving and praiſe are due to Almighty. God, 
far, his.great mercies to. ber. ee le 
us direct our devotions this day. 


EFORE. thee, 0 6 Lord, we 
proſtrate ourſelves, this day, in ac- 
knowledgment of thy wonderful bleſſing 
manifeſted in this thy ſervant, who being 
encompaſſed with a mortal body, and ſub- 
ject to corruption, was ſo eminently raiſed 
by thy grace, above nature, that ſhe ſeemed 
to prevent the ſtate of ſeparation, and carry 
with her the perfections of a ſpirit, ; 
O God! How wonderful art thou, and 
worthy. of all praiſe, in theſe works of thy 
mercy, who thus out of ſinful clay, framel 
to thyſelf veſſels of honour, and puriſiet 
ſuch vile worms as we are, even lo far as 10 
become companions with angels, and 0 
ſhine with them in glory! 
Bleſſed be thou, O God, for this commu 
nication of thy bleſſings to ſuch poor crea 
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Ws tures, wherever thou haſt diſperſed them ; 
but more eſpecially. for the bounty of thy 
Ws t:caſures opened to thy ſervant, whom we 
honour this day. Wonderful were the pri- 
vileges of thy mercy to her, for all which 
ve bow down and magnify thy name, be- 
W cauſe thou art wor thy of praiſe and glory for 
ever. 
_ Bleſſed be thou, © God, for that arky 
: grace, by which ſhe was called: to thy ſer- 
vice, and earneſtly ſought to give her life a 
ſacrifice to thee. R. Bleſſed be thy name, O 
God, for thou art worthy of pra iſe and 8/079 
for ever. 
Bleſſed be thee; O God, for that * 
ful grace, by which ſhe was ſupported ſo 
many years amidſt the ſevereſt trials, diffi- 
cult exerciſes, and the withdtawing all ſpi- 
ritual comforts: For this her fidelity in 
Wy time of darkneſs. R. Bieſed be thy name, O0 
Cod, for thou art worthy of praiſe. and glory 
ever. 
Bleſſed be thou, O God, for Wor Jo 
| Londeful zeal, by which he laboured to 
revive the life 01 the Goſpel, and to pre- 
ccribe to religious the ſure way of follo 
the Lamb to his throne of glory. R. 37 
be thy name, O God, for thou art e 
/ praiſe and glory for ever. 
BS Bleſſed be thou, O God, for that excels 
df Divine. love, with which her breaſt was 
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enflamed; and ſhe 'puſhed on with a ſecret 
violence of ſeeking thee, her God, and un- 
dertaking to do in all things that which fhe 
underſtood to be moſt perfect. R. Bleſed 
be thy name, O God, for thou art worthy if 
praiſe and glory for ever. X 
_ »» Blefled be thou, O God, for that won- 
derful ſpirit of penance, which was vilible 
in thy ſervant ; for her thirſt after petfec. 
tion; for her earneſt deſire of following the 
. facred ſteps of her Redeemer, in begging 
that ſhe might live no longer than ſhe could 
ſuffer for Chriſt's fake : For this her admi. 
rable ſpirit. R. Bleed be thy name, O God, 
for thou art worthy of praiſs and glory far 
For theſe and all other prerogatives of 
thy favour manifeſted in this thy ſervant, 
we now confeſs thee glorious ; we humble 
ourſelves before thee, in acknowledgment i 
of the wonders of thy goodneſs; we Wl 
bow down, and with the profoundeſt ado- Wl 
ration give praiſe and thankſgiving to thee, Wl 
our God, who fitteſt upon the throne, an 
to the Lamb for ever: We offer ourſelves to ns 
thee; and beg to be ſo purified by thy grace, AA 
that our lives may be one uninterrupted u- 
crifice of praiſe to thy glory, both now, aud 
for all eternity. Amen. F 

But then, O God, let thy grace, we bs 
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W ſecch thee, now prepare this; ſacriices clean - 


ſing our hearts from all corruption and hle- 
mith, and bringing us to ſome reſemblance: 


; of this Saint, whoſe: feſtival we/now-celes/ 
brate, as a grateful memorial of —_ bleſs 
WT fings to her. * 
Grant, O God, that, like hin: we may 
endeavour to become à ſacrifice to thee. 
R. Shew mercy to us, O God, nnen > 4p 
ll petition. | 

Grant we may be trul patient under ab 
exerciſes and trials, and ſtill be faithfub 
gmidſt all diſcouragements. R. Shew men- 
ry to ue, O God, and grant this our n. 

Grant we may have a folid zeal for all 
hat concerns thy honour, and by a ready 
dbedience, be folicitous to give good example 
b all, R. Shew mercy to * O 
tant this our petition. 
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Grant we may have true bowels of Ae 
| V for all, and by the 17 and prayers of a” 
eontrite 25 i ric r all thoſe, unhappy: + 


1, who by hereſy or fin, are ſeparated 
F om thee their God. R. Shew mercy to us, 
Cod, and grant this, our petition. + | 
2 Grant us, O God, the penitential, humble 
J firit of this thy ſervant, that we may cruci- 
our fleſh, and thus obtain the true liberty 
the ſpirit. R. Shew mercy to us, O _ ? 
grant this our e 0 8 
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Grant we may obtain ſome ſpark. of tha 
divine love, wich which the breaſt of this 
thy ſervant was enflamed; that ſo our con- 
ſtant deſire may be to do that which is moſt 
pleaſing to thee, and to. be_unchangeably 
united to thee, our God. R. She mercy 
to us, O God, and grant this our petition. 
Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee; and be 
favourable in the grant of theſe our re. 
queſts; becauſe we know our weakneſſes, 
and that notwithſtanding the ſanctity of our 
profeſſion, we ſhall certainly periſh, if thoy, 
O Lord, doeſt not ſhew compaſſion, and in 
thy mercy, ſtretch forth thy hand to ou 
help. Help us, therefore, O Lord our God, 
and ſufter not. our corruption to prevail 
againſt thy mercy, which has called us: 
But having given us ſo holy a rule and lead Wy 
er, grant we may be faithful in every duty, 
and follow on, till being delivered fron 
this body of fin, we may in the fellowſhip di 
this holy ſaint, partake of the glory of owl 
head, Chriſt Jeſus, bleſſed for evermore, he 
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Let us Pray. ä E's 
"FJ EAR us, O God, our ſalvation, u DU 
as we rejoice in the feſtival of thy h 
ly virgin St Tereſa; ſo our ſouls may he: 
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improved by the fervour of her piety. 
Through our Lord Jefus Chriſt, thy Son-. 
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| S. being the day of St Luke, a phy. 
fician of Antioch, who torit the Goſpel, 
and being a companion of St Paul in all his 
travels, is, with great honour, mentioned by 
bim ſeveral times in his epiſtles : Hence _ 1 
Eq I 17 I 10.5 - ' 4 


r 
3 . 8 o ET. * . * 


Let us pray. | 


1 \ God, who for the comfort and inſtrue- 
= 5 tion of thy faithful, haſt been pleaſed 
o commit the holy Goſpel to writing: 
rant, we beſeech thee, that as many as 
all read that ſacred volume, may. have 
heir minds ſo duly prepared with faith, hu- 
ulity, and piety, as to make advantage of 
hat they read, to the improvement of their 
ouls in all that belongs to a chriſtian life, 
May no preſumption. or ſelf-conceit lead 
hem into error, and may they always re- 
ember, that no ſenſe or meaning of the 
cripture is divine, or a rule of their faith, 
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but only the ſenſe of the Holy Spirit, and 
which was intended by the writer. This 
ſenſe is the truth of God, it is the truth af 
ſalvation, it is the food of life, it is the nou. 
riſhment of the foul, it is the doctrine of 
Chriſt, it is the light to eternity, it is that 


which makes a diſciple, it is that which 
inſtructs and prepares ſouls for the life af 
the bleſſed. 5 Ke = 
Grant, O merciful God, that in thi 
ſenſe only, we may underftand thy holy Bl 
word, that ſo it may be to us, what thou 
haſt intended, the food of eternal life: WM 
Hence, O God, we beſeech thee, let that 
ſame Spirit, by which it was written, lead u; 
in the ſame way of coming to the knowledge 
of this thy ſacred truth. May it lead us to 

thoſe whom thou haſt appointed to teach us 
and haſt commanded us to hear. Mayi 
lead us to thofe whom thou haft promiſed u 


lead by thy Holy Spirit, and therefore ar: MF 
commiſſioned by thee to be the feeders oF" « 
thy flock. In this thy own ordinance may” 


we feek thee, and thy faving truths, and by "0 
following thy orders, be preſerved from al 
the errors of rafhneſs and ſelf-conceit. 
And this, O molt gracious Lord, we by 
of thee, not only in regard of thoſe tru -* 
by which our faith is to be modelled ; bu 


likewife” witli refpe& to all thofe . r 
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oy which opr lives are tache governed. As 
3 to: theſe allo, we beg the. particular direc- 
Von of thy Holy Spirit, that by his conduct 
ee may be mercifully preſerved from all. 
WT practical errors, in the general management 
of our lives. e alot +2 * 
nn this, O God, we implore thy grace 
and mercy,. becauſe of the great danger in 
which we are. For although all have a 
rnowledge of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and in 
plain terms read and underſtand. what is 
Wt hc ſpirit of Chriſt, by which he requires all 
is followers to live, and what are the rules 
e would have them all obſerve, both in 
egard of God, and of themſelves, and of 
heir neighbour: Though all fee and under- 
land this, without any place for doubt; 
et, O God! how few are they who live 
ccording to what they underſtand and are 
aght in thy Goſpel! How many Chriſtians 
kc another way, and follow another rule, 
een the rule which the world gives them; 
nd let che ſpirit of the world guide them, 
WW tcad of thy ſpirit, O Jeſus! * | 


Wherefore, O Lord, ſince we are thus in 
Inger of being miſled, we moſt humbly 
WE (<<ch thee to protect us by thy heavenly 
ccc, and not to ſuffer us to follow any 
ber ſpirit, beſides that of thy Goſpel. 
Uence, O moſt gracious Lord, fince thy. 
Vor. XV. | 
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Goſpel teaches and requires of us to he 
humble and poor in ſpirit, may this be ou 
rule; may we. ſeek the practice of this in al 
things; and may it be our daily care 9 
. be watchful againſt all thoſe inclinations 
and arguments which lead a contrary way; Wl 
which perſuade us to follow the corruy: 
methods of the world, in all its extravagar. 
cies of ambition, pride, covetouſneſs, and 
all manner of excels. Whatever the wo 
authoriſes in all theſe particulars, may it b: 
ſtill our care, O Lord, to keep to tha 
-which thy Goſpel teaches. | 
So likewiſe in all other points, may ti 
Holy Spirit make us zealous in followinyl 
thy 'Golpel, in labouring to become nevi 
creatures, by denying ourſelves, by laying 
be axc to the root, by bringing forth vo 
thy fruits of penance, by being fervent ii 
prayer, by reſiſting evil, by overcoming 
world, by bridling our tongue, by ee 
peace, by doing no wrong, by 1eeking fi 
the kingdom of God, by walking in al 1 2 
commandments with diligence, fo as to mil 1 
our calling and election ſure. 3p 


f In theſe, and all other duties, we bell * 
l thee, O Lord, to direct us by thy Holy vl a 
9 rit, and help us amidſt all our infirmiti 1 


| it was thy Holy Spirit aſſiſted this thy 
vant, whom we honour this day, in wi 
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the Goſpel; may the ſame Divine Helper 
ait us alſo in the obſervation” of what is 
cms written, that ſo the mercy of the Goſ- 
peil may be to us falvation ; for if we read 
aud hear what thou halt taught, but obſerve 
Wit not, where can our expeQation be! 
= O God, let not this be our fate; let us 
not be hearers only of thy word, but doers 
Wo. Let us be zealous to ſhew by our 
orks the divine rule we have to guide us, 
ad in our lives give proof of our faith. 
Grant this, O God; for what will the bar-. 
ea name of Chriſtian avail us, or the-know- 
edge of thy word profit us, but only to our 
reäeater condemnation, if we are not careful 
o be Chriſtians in our lives! Hear us there- 
ore, O God, in this day's petition, and 
eoercifully help us. 2 


Let us pray. 


E beſeech thee, O Lord, may thy 
1 holy Evangeliſt, St Luke, intercede 
our behalf, who, for the honour of thy 
ame, always carried in his body the morti- 
aatoon of the croſs, through our Lord Jeſus 
SS brit, thy Son. 5 


Qij 


88. Simon anD Jup, APOSTLES, 
October 28. 


John xv. 17, 25. F 


Pins being the day of the two apoftles, St 
Simon and St Jude, who readily follmy- 


ed Chriſt, and after his aſcenſion preached the 
"Goſpel to barbarous nations, though with the 
continual hazard of their lives, which at length 
they laid down in confirmation of the truth 
they had preached: Let us beg, this day, ſuch 
a Piri on all thoſe who * in their func. 
Hon. 


Let us pray. 


GD, who by the labours and blood 
of thy apoſtles didſt plant thy church, 
and haſt appointed ſome apoſtles, ſome paſ- 
tors and teachers, for the edifying the body 
of Chriſt, till we all come into the unity 
of faith: Inſpire, we beſeech thee, all thoſe 
who ſucceed in the apoſtolic charge with 
'the ſpirit of the apoſtles, that the flock may 
be edified by their zeal, and thy name be 
glorified by their "ou example. a 


SS. Simon and Jude, Apoſtles. * 365 


Grant that as they preach thy Goſpel, fo 
they may always live by it, making that 
their rule, and letting the world have no 
part in the conduct of their lives: That as 
they are choſen out of the world, ſo their 
converſation and character may be of thoſe 
who are not of the world. 

Grant that, like the good ſhepherd, they 
may give their lives for their ſheep: Not en- 
tangling themſelves with the affairs of this 
life, but employing their whole lives for the 
good of their flock, and being ever ready to 
part with their eaſe, their quiet, and all 
human comforts, for giving aitendance to 
their neceſſities. | | 

Be thou, O Lord, their Protector, and 
with a particular care watch over them: 
Preſerve them from all ſnares, and let the 
enemy have no power againſt them: Give 
them a ſpirit of true zeal and diſcretion, 
direct them in all their ways, and by thy 
holy grace carry them through all the diffi- 
culties of their ſtate: And thus may their 
lives be as a ſweet favour, and their deaths 
precious in thy ſight. Amen. 

Let us pray likewiſe for ourſelves, and all 
the flach, that we may have ſo far the ſpirit of 
the apoſtles, as to hear Chriſt, and to follow 
him ; and be ready to part with all for his 
ſake, as gow as le ſhall call us to it. 


a 
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O bleſſed Redeemer, who: didſt com- 
mand not only thy apoſtles, but likewiſe all 
the faithful, to learn of thee, and follow 
thee: Grant us, we beſeech thee, that as 
through thy grace we believe in thee, ſo 
through thy mercy we may faithfully keep 
thy word, and toliow thee in all my com- 
mands. 

Give us grace in all circumſtances to ex- 
amine what is the truth thou haft delivered, 
and what is agreeabie to thy holy will; and 
may this be our daily ſolicitude to walk in 
ſuch ways as are well: pleaſing to thee. 

May we labour every day to overcome 
in ourſelves whatever deſire or inclination 
we find contrary to thy Goſpel, and may 
we never ſuffer any thing to command in 
us, which has not thy authority to recom- 
mend it. N 

May we never ceaſe in our endeavours, 
nor be tired with our labour, till we have 
overcome our corruption, and brought na- 
ture into ſubjection to thy law: And what- 
ever difficulties we find in this work, let 
us ſtill remember what are the conditions 
upon which we have undertaken to become 
thy diſciples. 

It is not to live at eaſe, and gratify our- 
ſelyes in all our inclinations; but it is to 
deny ourlelves, to renounce all we poſſels, 
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and not to love any thing of this world 
ahove thee, our Redecmer, and above thy 
holy will. | 

We cannot be thy diſciples, without beiug y 
called to renounce many things at ine fame 
time for thy ſake. Thy apoitles were caile | 
to torlake their friends, their country, and 
all the intereit they had in this world. Lusy 
were called to ſuffer all extremities, both 
in their reputation, in their liberty, and 
life. All thy followers are not called 
to the fame, but yet none can follow 
thee, but by forlaking and ſuffering many 
things, they mull give proof ot mY thy 
diſciples. 

And this it is we now aſk af. thee, O 
Jeſus, chat thou wouldeit pleaſe to help 
us in this tak; that through thy grace 
we may readily, and with reſolution, for- 
ſake whatever in our circumſtances we are 
to forfake, as the. condition of being thy 
diſciples according to our name and pro- 
feſſion. | 

Help us in forſaking whatever is con- 
trary to thy commands, or not agreeable 
to the {pirit of thy Goipel. R. Hear us, 0 
bleſſed Redeemer, and mercifuily grant our Lee 
ln. 

Help us in forſaking all chat of the 
world, which is ſinful or dilagreeable to 
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thy Holy Spirit. R. Hear us, 0 bleſſed 


Redeemer, and mereifully grant our Peli. 
tion. vhs 


Help us in forlaking all company, con. 


verſation, entertainments, and examples 
which lead us on in ways contrary to What 
thou haſt taught. R. Hear us, O big 
ſed Redernier, and merc up grant our pe. 
1 B& 

Help us in forſaking all ilt cuſtoms, 
which are either ſinful, or not 1 
to thy Holy Spirit. R. Hear us, O 6% 
fed Redeemer, and mercifully grant our Peli. 
tion. © 

Help us in forſaking all thoſe our paſ- 
ſions and affections, which are either ſinful, 
- or lead us into fin. R. Hear us, 0 ble 
fed wer of and mercifully grant our 7 85 
tion. 

Help us in forſaking all thoſe our in- 
clinations, deſires, and humours, which are 
either ſinful, or lead to fin. R. Hear us, 
O bleſſed Redeemer, and mercifully grant our 
petition. | 

Help us in forſaking all ſinful practices, 
whether in our profeſſion, or in our words, 
or in the abuſe of ovr ſenſes. R. Hear u, 
O Bleſſed Redeemer, and mercifully &rant our 
petition. 
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Help us in forſaking all whatever thou 
ſeeſt in us, Whereby we are wanting in the 
duties of our ſtate, give offence to our 
neighbour, or become any ways diſpleaſing 
to thee. R. Hear us, O bleſſed Redeemer, 
and mercifully grant our petition. _ 

Shew mercy to us, O bleſſed Jeſus, and 
grant theſe our petitions we make to thee ; 
help us according as thou ſeeſt our weak- 
neſs, which we confeſs to be very great; 
and according to our difficulties, fo have 
compaſſion, and give us ſtrength. 5 

Thy Goſpel has laid our duties plain 
before us, and we often make reſolutions 
of following where thou art pleaſed to call 
us. But when we come to the practice, O 
God! How do we fail here! How eaſily 
do we forget our own purpoſes? How does 
corruption carry us away unthinking ! How 
do ſnares ſurpriſe us? How do we: find 
reaſons to deceive ourſelves? How does 
ſelf-love plead againſt the uneaſy method 
of a new life? How blind and weak are 
we when we come to perform what we have 
reſolved? 

Infinite, O God, are our diſſiculties, and 
except thou who calleſt doeſt likewiſe give 
ſtrength to follow, we are left without 
hopes; for how ſhall we, ſo very weak and 
inconſtant as we are, renounce ourſelves, 
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and all that is contrary to thee, if thou, O 
Saviour of rermsz doſt not ſtretch forth 
thy hand to help us? | 

Let therefore thy bowels be a upon 
us, and have regard to our infirmity. Leave 
us not to be deceived by ourſelves, as hi- 
therto, but call us now as thou didſt the 
apoſtles; call us with the ſame voice of 
power, to forſake all our evil ways, and to 
follow the way of thy Goſpel. 

It is what we have a long time profeſſed, 
but, O Jeſus | how unlike have Our lives 
been to our profeſſion! How little, have we 
fought, thee! How little have we obeyed 
thee! We have let inclination lead us when 
we have taken thee for our guide: We 
have foliowed the world and our own cor- 
ruption, when we have pretended thy Gol- 
pel tor our rule. 

This we have done; and it is now a con- 
fuſion to us, when we reflect on the per— 
verſeneſs of our ways. But, O Jeſus, put 
now a {top to all our iniquity, and ſuffer us 
no longer to go on lo blind, as to let nature 
and this worid govern us, while we pretend 
to ſerve thee. 

Call us now from this our corruption and 
folly, and give us a ſpirit ready to part with 
all things * the love of thee. It is thus 

thou haſt taught us; thus thy apoſtles have 
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hewed us, how to become thy diſciples | 
more than in name: Mercifully grant on 
this day of thy apoſtles, we may renounce 
the ways of fin, of ſelf-love, and the world, 
and be wholly governed by thee, our Re-. 
deemer, our Maſter, and our Guide. Amen. 


Let us pray. 


GOD, who by thy apoſtles, Simon and 
() Jude, haſt called us to the knowledge 
of thy name: Grant that by our ſpiritual 
improvement we may celebrate their ever- 
laſting glory, and ttill improve in the cele- 
bration of it, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


thy Son. 


4. 
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IIS being the day wherein the church 
keeps the memory of all the blefſed in 


heaven: Let us firſt bow down, adore, and 


give thanks to the God of all ſaints, in ac- 
knowledgment of all his mercies in their exal- 
tation to that fate of bliſs. 


EFORE thee, O Bleſſed God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with one heart 


and voice, we bow down, and confeſs thee 


to be infinitely good, infinitely holy, and in- 
finitely merciful, for all thy incomprehenſi- 
ble graces beſtowed on thy ſervants, by 
which thou haſt raiſed ſo many weak veſſels, 
Jo many poor worms, from this vale of mi- 
ſery, from this ſtate of baniſhment and fin, 
to be partakers of thy glory, and e a 
nions in unchangeable blits. 


For theſe thy unſpeakable mercies to all 


the bleſſed in heaven, we adore thee. 
R. We praiſe thee. 
We blels thee. 


R. We magnify. thy holy 1 name. 


all tribes and nations of the earth, | 


For thy mercy to the Patriarchs, in mak- 
ing them faithful obſervers of thy law, amidſt 


the many cares and diſtractions of a world- 


ly life, and fitting them, amidſt ſo man 


dangers, for the life of the bleſſed. R. Far + 


this thy mercy, O God, we bow down, adore, 
and give thee thanks. | 


* 


For thy mercy to the prophets, in diſtin- 


guiſhing them, by particular gifts, from a 


faithleſs and perverſe generation, and by a 
remarkable fidelity in thy ſervice, fitting 
them for the life of the bleſſed. R. For 
this thy merty, O God, we bow down, adore 

and give thee thanks. | 
Por thy mercy to the apoſtles, in calling 
them 'out of the midſt of an incredulous' 
people, and by wonderful graces, and un- 


ſpeakable charity, fitting them for the life 
of the blefſed. R. For this thy mercy, O 


God, we bow down, adore, and give thee 
thanks. . — Ein 

For thy mercy to the martyrs, in giving 
them courage to overcome the world; and 


by many trials fitting them for the life of | 


the bleſſed. R. For this thy mercy,'O God, 
we bow down, adore, and give thee thanks. 


November t. 373-: þ 

We give thee thanks, and deſire thy name 
may be. glorified by all creatures, for thy 
mercies to theſe thy fervants, choſen out of 


* 
0 


-* « 


=_— All-Saints, 
For thy mercy to the holy-confeſfors, who 


having put on the armour of God, ſtood v 
manfully againſt the inares of the devil; n 
and by being crucified to the world, were L 
fitted for the life of the bleſſed. R. For a1 
this thy mercy, O God, we bow down, adore, tl 
and give thee thanks. 
For thy mercy to the holy virgins and th 
_ - widows who have deſpiſed this world; and p. 
ſceking before all things the kingdom of W 
heaven, have been fitted for the life of the W 
bleſſed. R. For this thy mercy, O God, we 87 
bow down, adore, and give thee thanks. Py 
For thy mercy to all other thy ſervants, 
of whatever ſtate, age, or condition, who nc 
have walked worthy of their vocation, and co 
being found watching at the coming of the ſer 
ſpoule, with oil in their lamps, have been thy 
fitted for the life of the bleſſed. R. For this of 
thy mercy, O God, we bow down, adore, and all 
give thee thanks. ' | | ou 
O God, for thy mercies to all thoſe hap- 
py ſpirits, who are now unchangeably bleſ- in 
led with thee in heaven; we poor ſinners, loc 
unhappy in our baniſhment here on earth, do 
render thee the beſt homage of our praiſe wh 
and thanks, and here expreſs our joy for the 
thy infinite giory, and for that more perfect ma 
_ zdoration, given thee by all that blefled ha 
lie 


, choir in keaven, who fall down before thy 
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throne; with whom we, though moſt un- 
worthy, beg leare to join our voices in the 
molt profound adoration, ſaying, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, heaven 
and earth are full of thy glory, Hoſanna in 
the higheſt. 

Having acknowledged the mercy of God in 
the glory of his ſervants, and given him the 
praiſe ; let us now add our prayers, that he 
wi vouchſafe to extend his mercy to us alſo, 
who are yet in this vale of miſery, that by his 
gracious aſſiſtance we be aſſociated to that hap- 
py company in the region of life. 

O God of infinite goodneſs, who willeſt 
not the death of ſinners, but that they be 
converted and live, have mercy on us thy 
ſervants, and now vouchſafe to perfect ail 
thy former bleſſings in us, by ſuch addition 
of grace, by which we may be-reſcued from 
all our former fins, and every day make 
our approaches to the life of the bleſſed, 
Help us, we beſeech thee, O blefled God, 
in this great work; for when we ſerioufly 
look at the ſtate of our ſouls, how. very far 
do we ſee ourſelves from that holineſs 
which is neceſſary for appearing before 
thee! How many deformities of fin! How 
many things that defile! How ſtrongly is 
our heart bent to earth! And how very tit. 


tle do we find of the love of thee. 


we diſcover any arguments of being ſerious 
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We muſt confeſs, God, we cannot 
hide it from thee; very unhappy is our 
ſtate; and while we celebrate the glory of 
the bleſſed, we ſee ſcarce any thing in our. 
ſelves that can give us hopes of being ad- 
- Mitted to that happy number; nay, I wiſh 


in deſiring it. 

Hlave compaſſion, therefore, on us, we 
beleech thee, and by thy grace work a 
change in our ſouls; purity our hearts from 
all that renders them diſpleaſing to thee, » 
and mercifully diſengage us from all thoſe 
evils which keep us at a diſtance from hea- 


ven. ” 

Take from us, We beſeech thee, all Ginful ſee 
love of the things of this world, and grant . 
we may now ſeek the things that are above, Te 
and love thee, our Lord and our God, with ja 

all our ſouls. R. We beſeech thee bear us. 

Take from us all ſinful ſelf. love, and mo- th: 
derate i in us the violence of all vicious incli- R. 
nations, that overcoming what is corrupt, N 
we may not now follow our own ways, but ott 
thine. R. We beſeech thee hear us, 2 

Take from us all our ſinful liberties, and 


now, O God, inſtead of ſeeking to pleaſe 
ourſelves, may we be afraid of every thing 
that ſeems diſpleaſing to thee. K. We be. 
ſeech thee hear us. 
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Take fröm us, O God, all ſloth and in- 
differency as to 1 iritual things, and by thy 
grace may we obtain new life, ſo as from 
this time to be ſolicitous in working out 
our ſalvation with fear and trembling. R. 
We beſeech thee hear us. 

Take from us all our ſinful paſſions, our 
uſual infirmities, all hardneſs of heart, alt 
blindneſs as to our own ways, all immode- 
rate ſolicitude; and may we now labour to 
put on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. R. Wo be- 
feech thee hear us. 

Grant we may now ſeek to walk in the 
narrow way which leads to life. R. We be. 
ſcech thee hear us. | | 
Grant we may now be ſolicitous to im- 
prove in all thoſe ways to which thou, O 
Jeſus, haſt promiſed the bleſſing of life ever- 
laſting. R. We beſeech thee hear us. 2 

Grant we may learn to be poor in ſpirit, 
that we may poſſeſs the Kingdom of heaven. 
R. We beſeech thee hear us. 

Grant we may mourn our own and 
others ſins, and thus ſeek the comforts that 
can never fail. R. We beſcech thee hear 
Us. | 
Grant we may labour to be meek, that fo 
we may inherit the land of the living. R. 
We beſeech thee hear ut. 

Grant we may hunger and thirſt after 
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juſtice, that ſo we may be filled with the 
preſence of God. R. He bejeech thee bear 


us, 


| 

{ 

c 
Grant we may be mercitul, that ſo we G 
may obtain mercy. R. We beſeech thee hear t 
US. | | ( 
Grant we may be clean of heart, that ſo 


ve may ſee Cod. R. He e tee hear u 
US. 

Grant we may be peace- makers, that ſo 5 

we may become the children of God. R. n 

We bejeech thee hear us. th 

Grant that whenever we ſhall be perſecu- fa 

ted, reviled, or have any evil ſpoken againſt th 


us, we may ſuffer it with patience, and thus 


ſeek the kingdom of heaven. R. We beſeec) th 
thee hear us. „ w. 
Grant, O God of mercy, theſe our pe. as 
titions, becauſe we know that whatever our th 
faith be of eternity, we can never hope to wa 
ſee thy face in bliſs, if we do not labour to 
keep thy commandments, and ſeek thy ta- Oat 
vour, by walking in thoſe ways which our 
bleſſed Redeemer has taught us. all 
We know there are other ways that lead /2 . 
to death eternal, and theſe are as certainly pan 


the damnation of the believer, as of the 
beathen: Thy apoſtle has expreſſed to us 
ſome of thele, as adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcratt, 
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hatred, contentions, emulations, wrath, 
ſtrife, diſſenſions, ſects, envyings, murders, 
drunkenneſs, revellings; and of theſe he 
pronounces in thy name, thit ſuch as do 
theſe things, ſhall not inherit thy king- 
dom. | | 

Having thus thy holy will manifeſted to 
us, and the ways both of life and death 
plainly laid before us, help us, O God, this, 
day in chuſing the ways of life, We ho- 
nour thoſe who have gone this way, and 
thou hait given us great encouragement to 
follow them, by the infinite recompenſe 
they have found of all their labours. Give 
us grace now, we. beſeech thee, to follow 
their example, with the hopes of their re- 
ward, and ſuffer us no more to be ſo blind 
as to deſire life eternal, and yet to live in 
thy diſpleaſure, walking daily on in the 
ways of death, 

O God, we bleſs thee this day in thy. 
Saints, and we honour their memory. 

R. Help us, we beſerch thee, in the cure of 
all our infirmities, and by thy grace may we 
% live as to be admitted into that happy com- 
pany. 
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Ia us pray. 
A Lmighty and everlaſting God, by 
whoſe favour, under one ſolemnity, 
we celebrate the merits of all the Saints: 
Grant, we befeech thee, that our interceſ. 
fors being multiplied, we may more plenti. 


fully obtain thy deſired mercy. Through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
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IIS being a memorial of that day, when 


our bleſſed lady, at the age of three 
years, wwas preſented to God in the temple: 


Let us join ourſelves with this grateful fer- 


ing, and beg of God to accept the oblation we 
make. | | 
Let us pray. 
J E praiſe thee, O God, for the offer- 
ing that was made thee this day in 


the temple. Happy infant, who was the 
choice of God, who was ſanctified by a 


particular prerogative, who was bleſſed 


amongſt all women, and by heaven itſelf 
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prepared to be mother of our Redeemer !. 
This was a grateful preſent, thus choſen, 
thus prepared, thus ſanctified by thee, O 
God; laid before thee this day, to acknow- 
ledge the power of thy grace, to implore 
thy blefling, and beg thy protection tor cor. 
reſponding with that great dignity to which 
ſhe was called. 


We bleſs thee, O God, in this ork of © 


thy grace, in this wonder of thy mercy, 
where humble clay is thus dignified above 
angels, to become mother to thy eternal, 
word incarnate. Be thou for ever praiſed, 
O God, in thy own gifts, and while thy 
creatures have the benefit of thy mercies, 
may the glory be thine. * 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, - 
and to the Holy Ghoſt: ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 

But now, O God, having ſhewn both 
thy power and thy mercy in this bleſſed in- 
tant, and thus taught us to raiſe our hopes 
in thee, look with mercy likewiſe upon us, 
we beſcech thee, and while we know our-, 
ſelyes,, upon infinite titles, to be thine, 
grant we may now ſo offer ourſelves to chee, 
as to remain thine for ever. 


Behold, therefore, O bleſſed Lord, we 
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acknowledge thy right and title in us. By 
thy hand we have a being given us; the 
continuance of this being is the continuance 
of thy daily favour to us. It is by thy boun. 
ty our life has been hitherto ſupported with 
neceſſaries; and we. have no comfort but 
what is the effect of thy blefling. And 
while by thy protection we have been de- 
| livered from ſo many dangers, what has 
this been leſs than ſo often repeating to us 
the gift of our firſt being? 
| then as to our ſoul, we confeſs the for- 
feiture of our firſt: happineſs by fin ; and c 


being captives beyond all poſſibility of re- 0 
covery from human power, we have been Ie 
reſcued from the devil, and bought at no h 
leſs a price than the blood of thy only Son, of 
By this mercy we have had new life given al 
us, and proviſion made of all helps neceſſa- ſu 
ry for the ſupport of this life, even ſo far as co 
to render it eternal. pl, 
. Thus are we thine, O God, both as to an. 
body and ſoul, and as to all the bleſſings ha 
and comforts we enjoy, whether temporal apf 
or ſpiritual. But, O God, how little have to 
we ſhewed ourſelves to be thine in the me- em 
thod of our lives, whilit earneſtly following tha 
our own corrupt deſires, we have lived un- offe 
mindful of thee, and have been no more ſo- 
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licitous to do thy will than as if we had no 
dependence on thee. 

Thus we confeſs it has been too much; 
but now, O bleſſed Lord, ſenſible how much 
we are thine, and how great an obligation 
juſtice lays upon us of living to thee, be- 
hold, to ſatisfy this duty, we now offer our- 
ſelves to thee, as to our God, our Creator, 
as to our Sovereign Lord and Governor, as 
to our Redeemer, Protector, and Benetac- 
tor, to whom all is due. 

To thee we now offer our ſouls to be- 
come the- temple of the Holy Ghoſt; we 
offer our hearts to be the ſeat of Divine 
love; we offer our bodies a living ſacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to thee, our God; we 
offer our ſenſes, our inclinations and defies, 
all to thy government, to become wholly 
ſubject to thy will, to be commanded, en- 
couraged, or reſtrained, as ſhall be moſt 
pleaſing in thy ſight ; we offer our thoughts 
and our words to the ſame ſubjection, to 
have no other liberty but what thou ſhalt 
approve ; we offer our time and our money 
o the ſame diſcipline, to be diſtributed and 
employed by thy direction, and no further 
than as it ſhall be well pleaſing to thee; we 

offer our whole ſelves, and all whatever be- 
longs to us, to thy holy will, to order, di- 
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rect, and diſpoſe as thou Halle think fit; be- 
cauſe thou being Lord of all, it is but juſt 
all ſhould be diſpoſed by thy appointment; 
and thou being al vice, no af can call in 
queſtion thy orders. 

In this manner we make our ebletion this 
day, as juſtice requires; but it is thy grace, 
O God, muſt confirm the offering. Con- a 
firm it, therefore, we beſeech thee, and give c) 

us ſuch grace which may make us Ju to 
our undertaking. | 

Let us now no more look upon e 
as maſters, either of ourſelves, or of any 
thing belonging to us; but as thy right, 0 
God, and as wholly depending on thy or, 
ders. Hence let it no more be enough to 
conſider our own inclination or will; but 
in all, whatever we are to do, may we ever 
enquire what is thy will; "becauſe what be. 
-longs to thee, ought to be governed by thee, 
O God. 

Hence may it be our daily care not to 
ſuffer ſelf. love, ſenſuality, pride, or the 
world, to take this command out of thy 
hand; and whenever theſe, or any other 


like Een ſpirit, endeavours to uſurp this () 
power, then may we defend thy right, O God, 
and cry out, We belong to God; Kd enemia ion 
"_ not command in ut. thee, 
May Fathe 
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practice, and we moſt earneſtly beſeech thee 
to help us in it: Help us to maintein what 
is thine, and may we no more be ſo ſalſe as 
to betray thy right. Thy grace is able to 
effect this in us, notwithſtanding all our 
weakneſs; have regard therefore to us, and 
according to our infirmities ſo ſhew thy mer- 
cy, and give us ſtrength, that what we have 
now offered to thee, may be in thy daily pro- 
tection, and abide thine for ever. Amen. 


Let us Pray. 


{ N God, who waſt pleaſed that the bleſſed 
virgin Mary, the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſhould this day be preſented in the 
Temple: Grant, we beſeech thee, that by her 
interceſſion we may be preſented in the Tem- 
ple of thy glory. Through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thy Son. 3 


On this day parents may thus offer their childre 
* to God. | 


God, who haſt bleſſed me with an off. 
C7 spring, mercifully take into thy protec- 
tion thy own gift; behold, I offer them to 
thee, moſt earneſtly beſeeching thee to be a 
Father to the.n. CD 
\ | Sþ ©. R 


May this, O Bleſſed Lord, be our conſtant 
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Preſerve that life which thou haſt given 
them, if it be thy bleſſed will, and direct it to 
thy glory, that they may be thy ſervants here, 
and come at length to the poſſeſſion of that 
crown which Chriſt our Redeemer has pur. 
chaſed for them. 

For this end, I beſeech thee. O God, let t] 
thy Holy Grace grow up with them, and in- fi 
creaſe with their ſtrength and years; that by 


this heavenly aſſiſtance they may be enabled th 
to go through all the difficulties of life, go- m 
vern their own paſſions, and overcome all the th 
7 of the devil and the world. | 
Hear me, O moſt Loving Father, .in this for 
petition; becauſe very many and great are the the 
weakneſſes of our nature, and ſo many are 10 
the dangers of this life, that every ſoul which col 
is not ſecured by thee muſt unavoidably periſh the 
in them. pat 
To thee therefore 1 offer, and to thy Fe. dai 
therly protection, O Bleſſed Lord, I recom- 1 
mend theſe whom by me thou haſt brought BW con 
into this unhappy world: Be thou a con- thei 
tinual watch over them, and preſerve then ¶ ell « 
all their life in all dangers both of ſoul and ſeek 
body: Be thou their guide, and lead then WF that 
on in the ways of thy commandments : Be tion, 
thou their counſel, and in all propoſals of ths Lore 
lite, or the next, let thy grace direct their re In 
ſolutions, and determine their choice, {till fo child 
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thy glory, and their own everlaſting good: 

Be thou their God, and by thy continual help 
may they be ſecured againſt all temptations, 
and ſo ſtrengthened as to ſtand faithful amidſt 
all the ſolicitations of a deceitful World. 

Leave them not to themſelves, I beleech 
thee, nor to the conduct of their own 'pal- 
ſions; let not vanity prevail in them, nor the 
love of an idle and undiſciplined life; preſerve 
them from intemperance, from all that is im- 
moderate, and ſuffer not ill enen to draw 
them into ſin. FT 

Give them ſuch Uſcrotion as is nece 
for a Chriitian life; give them ſuch a ſenſe of 
their duty to thee, that they may.ever labour 
io be faithful to thee, and walk in all thy 
commandments; make. them careful in all 
the obligations of their ſtate, and, give them 
patience under whatever trials thou ſhalt or- 
dain for them. 

Thus, O God, may they live many years a 
comtort to their friends, and doing good in 
their generation; and let this be their great- 
elt concern, to lay up treaſures in heaven, to 
ſeek thee and love thee with all their hearts, 
that ſo they may obtain the end of their erea- 
tion, in the everlaſting poficiion ol thee their 
Lord and their God. 

In this manner I offer to thee, O Led; the 
en thou haſt given me, beſeeching thee 
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to accept them in union with that holy offer- 
ing that was made thee this day in the temple. 
And this one thing I aſk for myſelf, that as 
to whatever part o their education belongs to 
me, I, may. faithfully and carefully perform 


itz and with ſo much diſcretion, that there k 
may be no kind of miſcarriage through my . 
fault; but that I may do and order all things b 
in ſuch a manner, as may moſt elfectually 2 
contribute to their temporal comfort, and 4 
eternal good. And. for this, O merciful fa 
Lord, I beg the daily aſſiſtance of thy heaven- th 
by. light and ſtrength; for without this, 1 - 
muſt certainly fail in my charge. Be merci. th 
ful ther elore to me, O God, and help me. a 
Nee WEEDS " 
COMMON FOR FESTIVALS. , 

L | | — Bel tak 

| brake * 3 offe 

6 1 1 as 
5 Ox a Vie. 2 
| 

cis Ni the Eve.of N. appointed by Ile 5 
Church, io be obſerved in faſting had hu alt 
miliation, fa lo prepare our for!s. for the following cult 
folemnity : Let us beg grace to obſerve this do fuhr 
according 10 the defy E of the church, that jo ur | in hy 


be not - in the mercy of the F. £/tival, 
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on 10 in thy merey to ts? haſt by 

thy church, ordained this day to be 
kept a faſt ; help us, by thy grace, to keep it 
in ſuch a manner, that we may obtam we 
benefit deſigned ©. + ts 

Help us, in the firſt place, to be uud in the 
rules of faſting, ſo as not to tranſgreſs them in 
favour of inclination or ill cuſtom. Let no- 
thing of appetite prevail againſt the orders of 
the church, nor any contrivance-take away 
the aifficylty 1 in performing what is ordained. 

May we, tliis day, call to mind, that we 
are ſinners; and that great put ſhment is 
due for gur fins. May we remember too, 
that by our manifold iniquities, we have 
provoked thy anger againſt us; and that, in 
taking part with juſtice, in — ſuch 
offenders, we have a proper means of reco- 
vering again the effects of thy mercy. 

Hence, O Lord, upon this double head, 
of puniſhing our fins, and of turning away 
thy anger from us, may we undertake this 
faſt, and cheerfully embrace all the difli- 
culties of it. And whenever nature is 
uneaſy, and through ſelfllove unwilling to 
fubmit to the burthen ; then, O God, cal- 
ling to mind our iniquities, may we bumble 
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ourſelves before thee, and confeſs the Juſtice 
of our puniſhment. 
Then may we confeſs it is ral mad neceſ. 
ſary, that offenders ſhould be chaſtiſed. 
That a rebellious nature 1 to 105 
for its ſinful liberties. 

That it is much better to bumble Our: 
iclves,” at preſent, in the chaſtiſement of 
our own ſins, than to leave them to the 
puniſhment of the next life. 

That it is a great mercy to have ſuch 
opportunities of diſarming the anger of God; 
and that he will pleaſe to accept ſuch poor 
__ offerings from our bands, ſo much. to our 
dun advantage. 

That if it be troubleſome, to " Jybuit to 
the: ſelf-denial of an ordinary faſt ; it will 
be far more to bear the welaln of the divine 
jultice, which may fall upon us. 

That we can have but little value for the 
favour of the divine mercy, if we refuſe to 
accept ſuch: eaſy terms for the purchaſe. | 

That eternity muſt be very little our con-. 
cern, if we will, bear no uneaſineſs, for 
preventing the miſcarriage of that of ou 
future ſtate. 228 
That it cannot be reaſonable, to give to 
{elf love, inclination or appetite, the =o 
of Aren with „ laws. 


EF 
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That if our obedience be given to ſelf- 
love, before thee, our God, we cannot 
expect any other ſalvation, but in the ſhort 
happineſs, which ſelf- love can give. 

In this manner, O God, may we ſpur. on 
our nice and flothful nature, and force it 
to ſubmit to ſuch uneaſineſs, as it has brought 
upon itſelf, whoſe fruit is mercy. and Joy; ; 
And be thou, O Bleſſed Lord, our Helper, 
that we be neither deceived by pretexts, 
nor overcome by difficulties. _ - 

And not only in this, but may thy grace 
likewiſe direct» us in all other particulars, - 
which become this day. May we ſtill re- 
member we are criminals, and therefore 
be careful in avoiding whatever is not 
W agrccable' to their ſtate, who confeſs puniſh- 
= ment their due, but are ſuing for mercy. _ 
= Hence, O God, may we exclude: all 
manner of public diverſions on this day; 
becauſe ſuch diverſions are not agreeable 
to criminals, who are ſuing for mercy. _ 
; May we appear at no public entertain- 
ments ; ;. becauſe ſuch entertainments are not 
 2grecable to criminals, who confeſs their 
= guilr, and are ſuing for mercy. 
| May we ſuffer vanity to have no hand i: in 
our clothing; becauſe ſuch a dreſs is not 
agreeable to criminals, who confeſs their - 
guilt, ani are ſuing for mercy, 
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May we join in no ſort of gaming or 
dancing; eme ſuch liberties are not 
agreeable to criminals, who confeſs their 
gail, and are ſuing for merey. 

May we this day enter into no public 

houſes, nor indulge ourſelves the liberty 
of company or drink; becauſe fuch liberties 
are not agreeable to criminals, who confeſs 
their guilt, and are ſuing for mercy. 
On this day, O God, may we feparate 
from theſe, and all other unbecoming ways, 
and make choice of fuch others, as are 
agreeable to humble penitents ; ſuch, O moſt 
Gracious Lord, as are proper for puniſhing 
our fits, and for inclining thy mere) to have 
Compaſſion on us. 

Above all, O God, give us grace, on 
this day to avoid all ſin, and to be watch- 
ful avainſt thoſe our weakneſſes, which 
are generally the occaſion of our ſin. In 
all theſe, O Bleſſed Lord, may we keep a 
ſtrict guard upon ourſelves,” and by feaſon- 
able ſelf-denials labour to overcome our 
. 

In this method, may We bbc the 
preſent faſt; and in all the ways of humility, 
repentance and works of mercy, prepare 
our 'fouls for thy bleſſings, and find the 
comfort of the following lolemnity 1 in [the 
* of thy . 


t 
5 
0 
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' RANT; "WE. 1210S thee, Xe 7 ra 
God, that being inſtructed by peniten- 

tial faſting, we may abſtain; from all fin, + 
and more eaſily obtain thy mercy. Fhrough 

our Lord re Chrilt, thy Son. . 


eee eee. 


— 
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7215 bing the. day of 8. N. who fe 

fered, perſecution; and, gave his life for. | 
Chrift : Let us actordingly. oe fe and 
direct aur prayers. 


PRAISE be to thee, 0 Eternal Gel or 
thy mercy to this thy ſervant, who 
having the ſame infirm nature as we have, 
deſirous of quiet, and averſe to fuffering, 
was ſo confirmed by thy grace, as cheer- 
fully to ſubmit to perſecution, and to offer 
himſelf a facrifice for the glory of Fan Names 
and in „ G. ot of e truth. 


n * 


* 
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hadſt not raiſed it above itſelf, and, by thy 


grace, taught it to overcome. 


For this mercy to thy ſervant, we bow 


' down, adore and bleſs thy name and as 
we rejoice in his triumphs, 1 it 18 the ſubject 
of our preſent joy, that thou art ictibed 
in ſuch poor creatures, as we are, 15 haſt 
both heaven and earth joining in one 

of praiſe, and in the ſame adoration, ach 
goodnefs. 

- But, 0 God, while we celebrate thy 
mercies, in the triumphs of thy martyrs; 
grant, that this ſolemnity may be to us an 
increaſe of thy mercy, that we may find 
fome portion, at leaſt, of that Holy Spirit 
in ourſelves, which we honour in thy 
fervants. 

This, O bleſſed Lord, we petition of thee, 
this day, becauſe as often as the memory of 
the ' martyrs occurs, ſo often we are re— 

proached with the evidence of our own 
weakneſs; and we cannot ſee their courage 
and patience, but we muſt condemn our 
own great indiſpoſition of ſoul, who can 
| diſcover ſo very little of that in ourſelves, 
Which we admire and honour in them. 
Wherefore we beſeech thee now, O God, 
to hear us, and by thy grace to overcome 
our weakneſs, and change our unhappy tem- 
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per, and bring us, nearer the ciſpaſitigg. of 
the martyrs. ... 

How far are we from this, at preſent, 0 
aun bear nothing with patience, who are fo 
| eaſily diſturbed, and ſo often put into a 
2 mann How far are we from this, who are 
ſo little prepared to ſuffer any thing for thy 
fake ; ; who cannot bear the trouble of an 
uneaſy. humour; who ſhrink from the trou- 
ble 0 mortifying our own paſſions, and too 
often chuſe rather to tranſgreſs thy law, than 
hazard the inconvenience of being faithful 
to our duty! 

We muſt confeſs, O God, here is no- 
thing in this of the diſpoſition of a martyr; 
this is all weakneſs, and nothing but the 
conduct of nature; it is nothing but what a 
heathen would do, who has neither faith to 
direct him better, nor any promiles: to en- 
courage him, nor thy judgments, to be an 
awe upon him. And how unbecoming then 
muſt this be in us, who have ſo many helps, 
and bleſſings, and mercies, and commands 
and threats to oblige us to another method! 
Have compaſſion therefore on us, O moſt 
gracious Lord, and ſhew mercy to thy fer- 
vants, who ders confeſs our extreme weak- 
- Neſs before thee, and moſt earneſtly call upon 
thee for help: Have mercy on us, and ler 
R vi 
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396 One "Martyrs 
the power: of thy: e pyercamerall- our 
weakneſs. - 100 

Grant us, O bord, we Hh: hem! a 
greater ſteadineſs of mind, that we may not 
jo eafily be diſcompoled, and put into dil- 


order. R. Amen. 


That we may become more N and 
think all uneafineſs our due, from er 


hand it comes. R. Amen. 


That we may become more patient, and 
learn to bear difficulties, without. lolkng our 
peace. R. Amen. 

That we may be more reconciled to the 
croſs, and not turn it to fin, which, as it 
was to the martyrs, ſo to us way be falva- 


tion. R. Amen. 


That having undertaken to follow Chriſt, 
we may no more be afraid of ſuffering, but 


look upon it as the portion to which we are 


called. R. Amen. 

That we may accuſtom ourſelves to difh- 
cuhies, and by the practice of ſelf-denials, 
learn how to ſuffer. R. Amen. 

That, when nature is uneaſy, and ſtarts at 
common ſuffering, we may reproach it with 
che trials of the martyrs, and aſk, what 
reaſon it has to complain? R. Amen. 


That we may demand of ourſelves, Whe- 


ther che croſs of Chriſt be evacuated, that 
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thus we make every trouble to be our misfor. j 
tune and fin. R. Amen. | 
That we may every day be ahamed arid 
confounded within e till with pa- 
tience we can ſtand under the common x oaks 
of life. R. Amen. 
That every day of a iter we may 
humble ourſelves under the reproach of our 
folly, who celebrate their glory, who gained 
heaven by ſuffering, and yet pretending to 
heaven, will ſuffer nothing ourſelves. R. 
Amen. | 
That having fo many opportunities of 
learning to ſuffer, we may not ſo ſframefully 
forget our own intereſt, and loſe them by * 
our impatience. R. Auen. = 
Hear us, O God, we beſeech thi, in 
thele our petitions, aud now, on this day of 
a holy martyr, grant us ſuch grace, that in 
whatever troubles or provocations ſhall be 
given us, we may not follow the ſuggeſtions 
of our corrupt nature, which leads to im- 
8. but be obedient to thy grace, and 
by the example of the martyrs, fuffer all 
with an humble fubmiſhon; 
Give us this grace, O merciful God, for 
thou knoweſt how: much we want it; thou 
oweſt into how many fins we fall every 
ay, by our impatience, and how many we 
dauſe in our r neighbour, * che frequent dif- 
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turbance, by the provocations and ſcandal; 
we give him. This impatience, O God, is 
nothing of what we profeſs, it is not accor. 
ding to what thy Goſpel teaches, and there. 
fore ought not to be found in; us. 

See therefore, O moſt loving Father, how 
Much we ſtand in need of thy grace, for the 
remedy of this. our weakneſs ; and now, ac- 
cording to our wants, have compaſſion on us. 
Confirm us now, we beſeech thee, againſt 
the return of this our infirmity, and by new 
inward ſtrength ſo eſtabliſh us that we may 
no more have our reaſon overthrown by uſual 
trials, nor open our breaſt to be a Aae to 
diſturbance, but ſtand our ground with pe 
and patience, and ſuffer all things with tha 
ſubmiſſion, as becomes thoſe, hs not only 
honour the martyrs, but deſire in earnclt 
to partake of their crowns. 

And not only on us, O Lord, but have 


mercy likewiſe on all other thy ſervants, who if 


being under trials, want diſcretion to manage 
them, and patience to bear them. Help all 
theſe, we beſeech thee, in whatever diſtreſs, 
difficulties, or troubles they be. Be thou 
their counſel, their light, and their guide; 
and let thy grace fo Pepetunftß attend and 
ſupport them, that they may abide firm 
againſt all dejection, with? an unchangeable 
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hope fixed on thee, their God, and no more 
make their troubles their ſin, but improve 
under them, in the increaſe of all virtues, in 
the love of what is eternal, and contempt of 
all that is temporal. 1 | 
Hear us, O God, and grant us this day, 
the ſpirit of the martyrs. * 5 - 
R. That we may bear all trials with pa- 
tience, and under the weight of the croſs, 


ſhew ourſelves the diſciples of Feſus. 
Let us Pray. 


| RANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty 
\_F. God, that we who honour the triumphs 
of thy Holy Martyr, St N. may by his inter- 
ceſſion be ſtrengthened in the love of thy 
name. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
Son. | 


A 
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HIS being the day of Saint N. and N. 
doo gave their lives to Chriſt, in teſtimony 
of his truth : Let us accordingly render thanks 
to God, and likewiſe join our prayers. 


Mey Martyrs." 


14 us Proy. 


DEFORE E mee. 0 — Lord, we 
bow down in acknowledgment of thy 
mercy to theſe thy ſervants, who being no- 
thing of themſelves, but veſſels of weakneſs, 
were by thy grace, ſo raiſed above nature, 
as to triumph over all the cruelty, that the 
enraged enemies of their faith could Fa 
againſt them. 


For this privilege of thy grace, which was 


ſuch: a bleſſing to thy ſervants, we acknow- 
ledge it to be thy gift. R. Me bow eum 
and adore thee. 

That they were by has ſo perfeQed i in 
faith, as to deſpiſe this world, . all that 
is inviting in it, in teſtimony of the truth. 
R. We-bow dawn and adore = | 

That they | rejoiced in torments, and met 


rr 


the terrors of death with comfort. R. WW: WW 


bow. down and adore thee. _ 

That they were fupported by thee in the 
midſt or pvc ſufferings, and gave their lives 
a facrifice to thy glory. R. We bow down and 
adore thee. ' 


That thou waſt pleaſed to accept the offer- 
ing they made, and reward their lufferings 


with, everlaſting. crowns. R. Ns bow , down 
and adire thee. . 


— 


* 
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For theſe, and all other thy mercies to 
theſe thy ſervants, we adore and bleſs thy 
Holy Name, and moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
that as thou haſt manifeſted thy goodneſt to 
the Martyrs; ſo thou wouldſt vouchſafe to 
extend thy mercy to us likewife, who having 
many things to " Faſſee every day, are very 
much unprepared for ſuffering, ſo as to be 
generally loſers i in that Went det wn to be our 

in. . nie 

This loſs we ſuffer, as en as any provo· 
cation is given us, immediately taking fire, 
and making paſſionate reborke R. bt this, 
O Gott, 462 confeſs our weakneſs, and he 
beg help of thy goodneſs. 0 W 

Thus we are loſers, as often as n 
ourſelves Injured, affronted or neglected, 5 
opening our breaſts to the diſquiets of anger 
and pride, and in our hearts deſpiſing thoſe 
who have been injurious to us. R. In this, O 
God, wwe confeſs our weakneſs,” and n bog , 
belp of thy goodneſs. A 

Thus we are loſers as often as we meet the 
ill humours of our neighbours, laying then 
aſide all mildneſs, diſcovering impatience, 
and treating them with paſſion. R. In 70, 

O God, 'wwe tonfefs our bay a reg _ —— 
beg bely of thy goodneſs." 1903 Dm 
Thus we are loſers, as Gew as we are cons 
tradicted or oppoſed, elpecially if by thoſe to 
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whom we are any ways diſaffected. R. In thi, 
O God, wwe confeſs our e e and earneſt 
beg help of thy goodneſi. | 

Thus we are loſers, when we fall under 
trouble - or diſtreſs, or are viſited with fick. 
neſs or violence of pain, or loſs of friends, 
R. In this, O God, wwe confeſs our weakneſs, 
and earneſtly beg help of thy goodneſs. 

In thefe, and many other occurrences, 0 
God, we diſcover an extreme -weakneſs in 
ourſelves 5 and while we ſee how much the 
patient ſuffering of the martyrs was to'their 
advantage, we plainly ſee likewiſe, how 
much we are loſers by our impatience; We 
ſee how great our indiſeretion is, ho being 
induſtrious in managing temporal affairs to 
our own intereſt, are ſo very careleſs in the 
greater concern, as to neglect the improve- 
ment of ſuch opportunities, as are daily offer- 
ed for our ſalvation. We ſee how much we 
are our own enemies, in complaining of the 
injuries others offer us, and at the fame time 
doing our ſouls more hurt by our impatience 
than is in the power of the whole world, 
without our concurrence, to do againſt us. 
Wherefore, O Lord, we moſt earneſtly 
beſeech thee to help us in the remedy of this 
our weakneſs ; we beſeech thee to give us 
new ſtrength of mind, whereby we may be 
ever preſent with ourſelves in time of provo- 
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cation, oppreſhon, or trouble, ſo as not to be 
carried away into any degree of violence; 
but may be enabled to moderate all growing 
paſſion, to quiet all inward diſturbance, to 
govern our fears, and ſuppreſs all motions to 
impatience. 30: „ 05 n 
This, O God, we aſk of thee, and impor- 
tune thy goodneſs to our relief; becauſe we, 
every day, experience our weakneſs, and ſee 
by the trifling occaſions, which ſo eaſily 
diſturb us, that of ourſelves, we are miſera- 
bly wretched, and can expect no remedy, 
except thou, O Lord, art pleaſed to ſhew 
mercy, and by thy powerful grace to aſſiſt us. 
Aſſiſt us, therefore, O God of infinite 
patience, and now teach us to be patient; 
teach us to practiſe the leſſons thou haſt 
given us, both in the ſufferings of our loving 
Redeemer, and in the examples of ſo many 
martyrs, who for the crown ſet before them, 
endured the ſevereſt torments, and all the 
cruelties of death, with the enjoyment of 
= inward peace, and a comfortable ſubmiſſion 
do thy Holy Will. | 

0 God! When ſhall we come to this hap- 
== py diſpoſition! When ſhall our ſouls be ſo 
confirmed, as not to fall into impatience, up- 
on the approach of every thing that is uneaſy 
= 0 us: It is what we profeſs to be our duty, 
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and often reſolve ; and yet ſtill (fo unhappy 
are we) upon new occaſions, we find the re. 
turn of our weakneſs ; and when we think 
ourſelves prepared to bear the weight of the 
croſs, we are ſurpriſed with fudden diſtur. 
bance, and are overthrown with trifles. 
This, O God, is part of our management; 
and unhappy it is, that being ſo often called 
upon to offer a ſacrifice to thee, our heavenly 
Father, we ſo often loſe the opportunity, and 
let impatience ſteal away the offering we 
_ ought to make to thee. bi + 
It is unhappy, that being furniſhed with 
means, to cancel our paſt debts, and move 
thee to mercy, we abuſe ſuch means, to the 
increaſe of our debt, and defile our ſouls till 
more, with that, which thou haſt provided 
for purifying them in thy fight. | 
It is unhappy, that being invited to the 
fellowſhip of the croſs, and to be united with 
Chriſt in his ſufferings ; we negle& ſuch 
mercies, and chuſing the happineſs of the 
world, we reckon all that our misfortune, 
which is to bring us to the reſemblance of the 
—_— | | 
All this is very unhappy in us, and there: 
fore we beg thee, to conſider our miſery, 
and give us grace to manage more diſcreeth 
the uneaſy circumſtances of our life; that 
we turn them to better account, and not 
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make preſent troubles the beginning of eternal 
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Grant therefore, we, beſeech thee, that 
whenever any uneaſineſs happens to us, we 
may, for the time to come, ſuppreſs all im- 
patience, and immediately fly to thee, our 
God; to thee, who art the Father of thee 
poor, the comforter of the afflicted, and the 
Protector of all that put their truſt in thy 
goodneſs. | CS ant eater 
Before thee, may we, in all trouble, 
proſtrate ourſelves, and humbly beg thee tq 
be our helper, to govern our thoughts and 
words, and mercitally to prevent in us all 
the ſinful effects of a fretful, impatient, and 
diſturbed mind. f 5 
Then, O God, give us a ſenſe of our duty; 
be thou the light of our reaſon, and let it 
not be corrupted By pubon, Teach us then to 
fubmit to thy Holy Will, to rejoice in 
being humbled, in being treated as our fins, 
deſerve, and in having the opportunity of 
offering ourſelves a ſacrifice to ther. 
Thus, O God, may we do in time of 
trouble, that ſo we may ſuffer, as chriſ- 
tians, and in the ſpirit of the martyrs, and find 
inward comfort in all our afflictions. This 
ſpirit, O Bleſſed Lord, we beg for ourſelves; 
and not only for ourſelves, but likewiſe for 
all other thy ſervants, who are any where in 
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trouble.” Be thou, O God, their ſupport 
and ſtrength under all their weakneſs : * be 
thou their Protector againſt all the ſinful 
effects of dejection and paſſion: Give them 


humility, patience and courage, that they ; 
may -make advantage. of all their trials, to a 
thy glory, and the good of their own ſouls, I 
Amen, 1 f 
Hear us, O God, and in all our trouble 2 
grant us patience. i 
R. In all our troubles, grant us the he ſpirit if } 
the n. N 
Let us Pray. : 

GOD, who giveſt us the yearly comfort | 

of the folemnity of thy Holy Martyrs h 

Saint N. and N. mercifully grant, that az d 
we rejoice in their merits, ſo we may be b 
encouraged by their examples. Through a 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. : 


e 


Bis Ro AND CoNFESSOR. 


THIS being the day of Saint N. a Haß 

Paſtor of Chr: 's Church, who being eminent 
in all virtues, was a guide to his flock, and 
light to the world, and conſummate in holineſs, 1 = cc 
gave up his foul to Gd: Let us according) # v. 
give thanks, and direct our prayers. col 
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TY» LESSED be thy Holy Name, O Eternal 
D Father, for thy fingular mercies to this 
thy ſervant, by which he was called from 
amongſt the people, and by the gifts of thy 
Holy Spirit prepared to be a Paſtor to thy 
flock, and a guide in the way of ſalvation. * 
This, O God, was thy bleſſing to him; 
and therefore, while we admire and honour 
his virtues, we praiſe thy goodneſs, by whoſe 
bounty alone he was raiſed above the corrup- 
tion of nature, and fitted for that great charge, 
to which he was called. pg 
For -all thy mercies alſo to him, by which 
be was prepared to have a ſeat in thy king- 
dom of glory, we, this day, bow down 
before thee, our God; we praiſe thee, we 
adore and glorify thee, and defire thy name 
may be magnified for ever. For thou art a 
God, infinite in goodneſs and power, and 
there is none like thee, in all the nations of 
the earth. To thee therefore be praiſe, glory, 
= adoration and thankſgiving for ever, from all 
Ws thy creatures, and more eſpecially from us, 
who are called to a particular knowledge 
of thy mercies e | | 
But, O God, while we, with gratitude, 
= comemorate thy mercies to this thy ſervant, 
= ve beſecch thee to multiply the ſame in thy 
church, for the goed of the faithful, which 
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9770 N ta thyfelt, by the blood 
| t y Son. 731 65 ii „e | 
77 For their. ſakes, O Lord, and for the 
Aion of thy name, repleniſh all Prelates and 
of the church, with an apoſtolic 
ſpirit, * they may watch over their flock, 
that they may maintain diſcipline, that they 
 May.,zcaloully labour in reforming all dit 
orders and abuſes, and revive in their flock 
the rige of the primitive times. 
For this end, we beſeech thee, 0 Jeſus, 
the Supreme Paſtor, to fulfil thy, promiſes to 
the church, and to exclude all thoſe. from WW 
bearing any charge under thee, who are.not if 
called, and fitted for it by thy Holy Spirit. 
Exclude all hirelings, and all thoſe who are 
of a worldly ſpirit. Exclude all thoſe, who Wil 0; 


are. nominated. by favour only, or intereſt. fa 
Exclude all thoſe, who have no other call, m. 

but of an honourable proviſion, . or the v! 
- thoughts of a livelihood. 3 


Theſe, O Jeſus, and all others, who have L 
not an eccleſiaſtic ſpirit, mercifully exclude Han. 
from the church, and ſuffer not the charge ma 
of ſouls to be any more made a matter f 
traſſick, to the ſcandal of chriſtianity, and 
diſhonour of thy nam. 1 

0 God, to thee our aggrievances are alc 
known and how great are the. abuſes, in us 


giving commiſſions * * under 2 - 1 
_ thor Bu 
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W thoſe who have none of thy fpirit. All theſe . 
= we lament, while we ſee the ordinances of 9 
thy mercy turned to the ruin of ſouls; but | 
while we ſee it and grieve at the fight, it is 
only thou, O Lord, by thy Almighty Power, 
canſt remedy theſe evils. To thy merey 
therefore we humbly recommend them, and 
now conjure thee by that love, which humbjed-- 
thee to the death of the croſs, to have 
compaſſion on thy flock, which is the'price 
of thy blood, and not to ſuffer it to periſh | 
by their hands, who ſhew thy authority, 
and govern in thy name. | mr" af 
And not only this bleſſing of good Paſtors, 
but we aſk for thy flock likewiſe ſuch other 
W graces, as are neceſſary for them in their 
oon ſphere. Grant therefore to all thy 
Wy faithful, and to us in particular, that we 
may have a ſpirit ſubje& to that authority, 
= which thou haſt put over us, for the good 
of our ſouls; that we may reverence thee 
in thy paſtors, who ſpeak to us in thy name, 
and not ler any unworthineſs of thy miniſters 
{Snake void with us thy ordinance, or bring 
hy power into queſtion or contempt. 
Grant ns likewiſe a docile fpirit, that we 
may open, not only our ears, but our heart; 
lcd, to thoſe ſaving truths, which are ta ught 
| I _ thy Goſpel, and ſhewing us the 
ay of eternity, prepare us for happineſ s. 
Vol. XV. ths _ 8 
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All theſe may we receive with thirſj 
fouls, and by thy grace, O God, may ve 
be daily puſhed on with ſolicitude of pract. 
ſing what we are taught, and making thy 

will the rule of our life. But in this, 0 
merciful Lord, we beſeech thee to. conſider 
our. weakneſs, with all the difficulties that 
- are before us, and accordingly to proportion 
thy help to us, that ſo, amidſt all the dif 
ſuaſiwes of inclination, cuſtom, evil com. 
pany, the devil -and the world, we may 
{till be faithful to. what thou haſt called 
us. 

0 God, give us grace to overcome al 
whatever is contrary to thee, and let tly 
will in us prevail againſt all oppoſition, that 
ſo, amidſt many infirmities, we may {til 
- be conſtant to our duty, and ſuffer Dt | 
- flattery nor violence, to draw us out of the 
way of thy commands. ; 

And this, O moſt: gracious Lord, we ak, 
not only as to the avoiding what, 1s ſinful 
which is a general duty, but likewiſe, th 

as this holy prelate, whom we this dB 
honour, was faithful and zealous in fais 1 
all the duties of his charge; ſo we allo mi | 
conſider all the obligations of our ſtate, 
with a like fidelity, diſcharge eb l 
Incumbent on us, [ 
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This, O God; we earneſtly demand of 
W thee, becauſe we know thou wilt call us 
Wo an account, not only how we have 
W obſerved thy commandments; but likewiſe, 
W whether we have faithfully ſatisfied theſe 
W obligations, which belong to our condition 
Wof life, in which we are engaged. We know 
ikewiſe, there are very conſiderable failings 
Wn this point, fo that there may be the guilt 
Wot great injuſtices, even where there appears 
FP ot the tranſgreſſion of any commandment. . 
= Hence, O Lord, we have great reaſon 
o importune for thy grace, to keep, us 

Weady in the obſervance of thy law, and 
kewiſe of theſe particular obligations, 
WWW hich are annexed to our ſtate. Help us 
erefore, we beſeech thee, in this, and 
ee us ſuch ſtrength of grace, that no 
i mptation may be able to prevail againſt 
k, Grant, O God, that neither floth, nor 
love, nor the love of fleep or eaſe, may 
bat WS far prevail upon us, as to be the occaſion of 
0/2 lecting the duties of our ſtate. R. Hear 
i; 0 God, in this, becauſe we. are often here 
1 4 danger of neglect. | 4 ION” 
Grant, O God, that no immoderate love 
| NR diverſions, or of gaming, nor intem- 

WW ance, may ſo far prevail upon us, as to 
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be the occaſion of neglecting the duties of our 
ſtate. R. Hear Us, O God, in this, becauſe 
we are often here in danger of neglect. 
Grant, O God, that no love of com. 
pany, or of entertainments, or of prodiga 
expences, or of an undiſciplined and di. 
orderly life may ſo far prevail upon us, a; 
to be the occaſion of neglecting the dulies 
of our ſtate. R. Hear ws, O God, in thi, 
becauſe we are often here in danger of negli 
Vouchſafe, O Lord, to hear us, becauſe 
we know, however faithful we may be in 
all other points, yet if we fail in this, ve 
cannot be good chriſtians. Nay, we hav 
it from thy own ſacred word, that i 
has not care of his own, eſpe cially thoſe of hi 
ewn houſe, he has denied the faith, and i 
worſe than an infidel. © 
What can be more terrible than ti 
Have mercy therefore on us, we beleed 
thee, and by thy grace make us faithful: 
theſe duties, on which our eternity = 
That as we honour thy ſervants, who har | 
been thus faithful, ſo by a like fideln Wl 
we may come to partake of their rena 175 
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| Let us Pray. 55 
LIEAR, O Lord, we beſeech thee, the 
petitions we make to thee, in the 
= ſolemnity of Saint N. thy holy confeſſor 
and Biſhop: That as he was faithful in thy 
ſervice, ſo his merits pleading for us, thou 
wouldeſt vouchſafe to give us pardon of all 
our fins. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
thy Son. ä „ 
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*HIS heing the day of Saint N. a holy ſervant 
F aur Lord, who in the practicè of great 
piety and patience, confeſſed the name of Chriſt, 
and à faith in bis Goſpel, and by an evange- 
lical-life, laboured for life eternal: Hence let us 
bath give thanks, and direct our prayers. _ 


Let us Pray. 


q EFORE thee, O God, we aſſemble this 

4 day, in memory of thy ſervant Saint 
.in whom thou haſt been pleaſed to 
manifeſt ſo many arguments of thy power 
and goodneſs, that while we conſider the 
= eminency of his virtues in a corruptible 
78 S 1h 
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body, we are obliged to adore thee, the 
author of all thoſe wonders, excellen. 
mot and perfections, which appeared in 
im e 

Praiſe therefore, adoration and glory be 
to thee, O fountain of infinite goodneſs, 
who haſt thus bountifully diſpenſed thy 
bleſſings to thy faithful people, and in thi 
thy ſervant, haſt. given ſuch a «glorious 
example of all that is good; and encouraged , 
us, with hopes, to labour in overcoming our 
own corruption, and to take TO in the 

work of our ſalvation. | 

Praiſe be to thee, O God, for the example 
he has given us, in deſpiſing this world, and 
ſeeking thee above all things. 

Praiſe be to thee for the examiite he has 
given us, in mortifying his body, and by 
rigorous auſterities, bringing his fleſh into 
ſubjection to his ſpirit. 

Praife be ta thee for the MIR? he haz 
given- us, in his frequent watching, in his 
penitential faſting, and fervent prayer. 

Praiſe be to thee for the example he has 
given us, in reſiſting the devil, and letting 


no temptations either diſcourage or tire him, A 


in the proſec ution of his duty. X 
Praiſe be to thee for the example he has i 
einen us, in his ardent deſire of heaven, | 
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and continuing ever faithful amidſt many 
trials. SR e i on 
Praiſe be to thee for the example he has 
given us, in his great patience under all 
difficulties, and amidſt all manner of allaults, 
ſtill retaining his hope in the. 
For theſe, and all other good leſſons * 
has given us, for our encouragement in vir- - 
tue, for increaſe of our hope, for overcoming 
our enemies, for deſpiſing what is temporal, 
and earneſtly labouring in the work of eter- 
nity; praiſe, adoration and thankſgiving be 
to thee for ever, who art the Author of all 
good, and in his glory, which by thy mercy 
he enjoys, may thy now name / be N 
or ever. 
And that this thy 1 may Increaſe to 
our benefit, grant to us, who honour thee, 
in this thy ſervant, that we alſo may partake 
of che fame grace and holy ſpirit, which pre- 
WW {crved him from the corruption of the world, 
and conducted him by the ways of the Goſpel, 
to that eminent degree of glory, which he 
now enjoys, happy with thee in heaven. 
Grant us, O God, we beſeech thee, that 
74 ſtrengthened by thy holy grace, we may 
learn to deſpiſe the world, and carefully 
avoid all thoſe things in it, which draw us 


we lin, or any ways render us diſpleafing to 
thee.” 


S iv 


v For this end, O f God, ; mexcitully» vouch. 
ſafe to, change our hearts, and take from us 
the reliſh; of all that is vain and worldly, 
Imprint in our ſouls a true idea of the deceit. 
ful ſatisfaction of fleſh and blood, may we 
ſtand ſurpriſed at our paſt follies, in ventu- 
ring” eternity, for the enjoyment of flying 
ſhadows ; and now may we enter into the 
practice of parting with all ſuch ſhadows, 
as contemptible, for purchaſing to ourſelves 
the poſſeſſion. of ſuch goods, as ſhall never 
be taken from us. 8 
Grant us likewiſe, O God, that as we ſee 
in this ſaint, the happy fruit of his mortifica. 
tions and auſtere method of life; ſo we, who 
deſire to come to the ſame happy end, may 
endeavour to go on in the ſame way, even 
that way, which the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
has taught us, of denying ourſelves, and 
taking up our croſs. 


take from us, or give us grace to oyercame 
the love of ſoftneſs and eaſe ; May we ſee the 
folly of all our pleafing methods, in ſeeking 
to. gratify our ſenſes, our 1nclination, our 
nature and our appetite. May we. ſee. thus 
to be making an idol of ourſelves, and ſacri- 
ficing all we have to our own ſatisfactions 
and weakneſs. May we ſee all this to be feed- 
ing and nurſing corruption, to be ſtrengthen- 
ing the enemy, to be increaſing the difficulties 


For this end we beſeech thee; O, God, to 
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of our ſalvation; and that we cannot be tr: 
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truly 
in earneſt, in what we believe, whilſt Wee 
ing to the hopes of future happineſs, we 
avoid thoſe ways which lead to it, and witli 
all our contrivance and endeavours, ſeek. 
ſuch others as carry us away from it. 
O God, open our eyes, in this point, that 
we may ſee how much more conformable 
to thy Goſpel are the ways of penance, than 
thoſe of ſeeking owrſelves, and of (gratifying 
ſelf- love. Open our eyes, that we may fee 
how great is the differenee between thoſe 
fouls,” who now happy in heaven, are con- 
tinually bleſſing thee for the mortificatioas 
they choſe, in crucifying the fleſh, and thoſe 
others, who now wretched in hell, are rack. 
ed with deſpair, and  curfe themſelves for 
their madneſs, in ſeeking ſhort ſatisfactions 
and for the fake of theſe treafuring up for 
themſelves everlaſting torments. This differ- 
ence, O God, may we now underſtand, and 
therefore now chuſe the ways of ſelf. denial, 
that ſo by preſent labours in ſubduing cor- 
ruption, we may decline the paths of ſin, 
and purchaſe to ourſelves never fading crowns 
and reſt everlaſting. | 1 
Grant us hkewiſe, O God, that according 
to the example of this day, we may be 
watchful againſt all temptations, and cate- 


W_ fully avoid all thofe occafions, Which are 


# 6 : $ & 
x . - 14 47 14 * 
* * < 


— 


i 
| 
| 
| 
[| 
[| 


eſpecially thoſe, which moſt ge, lead 


whille having enemies within us, we take nc 
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ſnares for our ſouls, and ſeem pr 


epared to 


ſurpriſe us into the guilt of ſin. How many 


O God, are there of theſe, into which we 
are brought by the unavoidable circumſtances 


of our life! And how very many alſo do we 


Prepare for our own deſtruction, and even 


then raſhly promiſe to ourſelves ſecurity, that 


with ſome colour of reaſon, we N make 
ourſelves miſerable ! 

But, O Bleſſed Lord, in all theſs' Tet thy 
prace make us more diſcreet and cautious, 
Give us a ſeaſonable fear of our own weakneſs 
that we may never more run Tafhly into the 
dangers of ſin : And whenever we are aflauit. 
ed with evil, then, O God, give us courage 
and ſtrength to ſtand againſt it, and to remem. 
ber to be faithful to the promiſes we have 
made, of renouncing the devil, with all his 


1 and works. iS 


For this end, O God we beſeech thee, to 
weaken in us all our ſinful inclinations, and 


us into ſin. Againſt all theſe may we {till be 
upon the watch, and not truſt them, even 
when they ſeem to be innocent. May we 
ſtill conſider ourſelves very unſafe, as long 
as thefe abide ſo powerful in us, and there. 
fore, every day, contrive, by ſuitable ſelf. 
denials, to break their force. But if we do 
not this, how can we pretend to be ſerious, 
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care to bring them into ſubjection, but expoſe 
ourſelvesito be made their eye 2½ Atte 
Grant us likewiſe, O God, patience: un- 
Jon all difficulties, whether thoſe which are 
occaſioned by our on weakneſs, or thoſe 
which are given us by others. May we tilt © 
labour to go on amidſt all diſcouragements, 
and never be tired though we ſee no end of our 
labours. It is by bearing our burthen to the 
end, we are to gain thy favour; and if we 
cannot go on but with great ſtruggling, there 
the crown will be the greater. Hear us, 
therefore, O God, and grant us both patience 
and perſeverance, that our diſficulties may 
be to our improvement, and that ve may 
never think ourſelves unhappy in that Ways 
which has carried ſo many to heaven 

Lead us on, O merciful Lord, i in the way 
of oY ſaints. 

R. And grant we may forſake all thoſe our 


o0n ways, Wine are not e ta ntl 
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ZE kae, 0 Lord, to the prayers 

pour forth in this ſolemnity of thy 
— Confelſor Saint N. that we who have no 
confidence in our own righteouſneſs, may be 
4 bM.33 nt n ACS 8 N n 


—_ his prayers, er 
to s er dur enn. 
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"MARTYR 


_— being the day of the Holy E | 


Martyr, S. N. who firved ber put, Ye Jeſus 


Ehrift, with fidelity ” and gave ber life 8 facri- 


fice to bim: Let us give thanks ta Almighty God 
for ibi privilege of mercy to bir ſervant, and 
beg for aurſebues a portion of the fame grate, 
that vb e e er 
courage. 


IT PN bet us Pray. 


EFORE chan, 0 Almi gbey and « . 
laſting God, we bow down, and join 
with alf the bleſſed above, in admiring thy 


goodneſs and praifing thy mercy, for the 


wonders of thy grace appearing in this thy 

ſervant, in her triumphs over nature, the 

devil and the world, in her faithfully ſerving 

prom and giving her r 0 OF! 
CG 

Leh üs, 0 God, we acknowledge to be the 

effect of thy bounty. For what could a 


* 
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nature ſo weak do amidſt the various aſſaulte- 
of ſo many enemies; how could a 
conſtitution ſo tender, ſubject to ſo many 
prehenſions and fears, ſtand fearleſs in the 
ſight of torments and death, if thou, O Lord, 
hadſt not fulfilled thy promiſes * ſervant, | 
and ſupported her with heavenly ſtrength, 
who put her truſt in thee. 
' Wherefore, O God, in the confeſian. pf. | 
this thy power and „ manifeſted in 
thy ſervant, we mite, adore and Slaxify hr 
mw Name. 
For that her eminent lancdity of life, in de- 
ſpiſing the world, and, amidſt fo many temp- 
tations, faithfully ſerving her heavenly ſpoule, a 
R. Bleſſed be thou, O 00 
For her great conſtancy, in purſuing. the 
way of virtue, notwithſtanding the apprehen- 
ſion ſhe had of en i it. R. 1 * 
thou, O God. IC 
For her great courage, in not | 
fied with: the threats of cruelty: and malice... 
* 3 all with a reſolute and undaunted 
R. Bleſſed be thou, O Cal, Sr 
—_— her great patience and perſeverance, 7 
under the ſeverity of toxments, and not quit- 
ting duty for the love of life. R. Hiaſed ** 
thou, O God. | 
For her wonderful ſubmiſſion to thy Holy 5 


Will, in drinking of this, bitter cup, and. in 


. % 
1 


Py 
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the midſt of death, ſtill en Gy bn. 
R. Bleſſed be thou, O Gd. 

For the grateful facrifice dhe made of * 
ag in being conſumed by-the flames of chari- 

y, and giving her life for my" ry: * 
2 lefſed be thou, O God. 

For all theſe thy Bogude privilegos of 
grace beſtowed on this holy Virgin, we de. 
ſire thy name, O God, may be glorified, and 
that the yearly return of this ſolemnity, may 
excite. in thy faithful a gratefu} memory of 
thy mercies, and be an encouragement to 
them of following the example of her Piet), 
her patience and her courage. 

In particular, we aſk, this day, a holy 
grace for ourſelves, that ſeeing how very 
much this tender virgin ſuffered with pati. 
ence and a peaceadle ſubmiſſion to thy Holy 

Will, we may be aſhamed of our great impati- 
ence, who can meet nothing we Adnet but 
vith diſturbance and fin. | | 

ive us, we. beſeech thee, a nue ſenſe of 
this our great indiſpoſition, who are ſo eaſy in 
reſenting, ſo ſevere in reproving, ſo raſ in 
cenſuring, ſo forward in fretting; who are ſo 
ſoon provoked, ſo warm in our anger, ſo 
blind in our paſſion, ſo loud in complning, 
ſo eaſily dejected. 

Give us, we beſeech thee, a Gorda of this 
our manifold weakneſs; and after ſo much 
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experience of it, may we now at length un. 
derſtand, how very difagreeable this is to our 
profeſſion, how contrary to our greateſt in- 
tereſt, and how unlike to the ſpirit we 
ti6nout"s in the Martyrs. . - : 
Open our hearts, O Bleffed God, to un- 
derſtand this aright, and not only to under- 
ſtand it, but even ſo, as to turn our moſt 
ſerious endeavours againſt it, and labour 
every day to overcome it. And give thou, O 
God of mercy, a bleſſing to what we do, that 
we may gain upon our weakneſs, that we 
may give a check to the firſt approaches of all 
inward or outward diſturbanee, and thus 
bring ourſelves to that true temper, as to ſhew 
to all, who are witneſſes of our converſation, 
that it is not now We old, but the neu man 
ruken i in us. 

Hence, O God, we beſcech thee; 1 may we 
be that good effect of our endeavours, as, 
To bear with patience all the ſcourges, 
which comes immediately from thy heavenly 
hand. R. Grant this, © Edd © 7H 

To bear with patience all the pains and 
ſiekneſs of our body, and oppreſſions of our 
mind. R. Grant this, O Go. 

Jo bear with patience all domeſtic trou- 
les: and whatever difficulties we meet, in 
fatisfying the obligations of our eh R. 
Grant this, 0 God. . as 
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Crant this, O God. 


To bear with patience all affronts, injuries, 
and whatever other provocations are given uz 
by any neighbours, R. Grant this, O God. 
10 bear with patience all contradictions 
and reproofs, though undeſerved, as likewiſe 
whatever we ſuffer through the malice, injuſ- 
tice or indiſcretion of others. R. Grant this, 
OCG = 9 \þ 
Ia bear with patience the difficulties of 
our own temper, the infirmities of our 
mind, and all the trouble we have, in over- 
coming ourſelves. R. Grant this, O God. 
Grant theſe our petitions, O God, and for 
this end, we beſeech thee, to direct our en- 
deavours, that we may every day keep a ſtrict 


watch upon ourſelves, and obferying the mo- 


tions, of our ſouls, may be ever induſtrious in 
ſuppreſſing all thoſe, which are the effect of 

Hence, O God, we beſeech thee, give us 
ſtrength to reſiſt all the motions we perceive 
in us, to anger and paſſion. R. Ne beſeech 
r ng, 

Eive us grace to govern our words, that we 
neyer break forth into any injurious, ' biting 
or provoking expreſſions. R. We beſeech 
tht n F ET, 27 eee 
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Give us grace to ſuppreſs all kind of re- 
vengeful and malicious thoughts, and What. 
ever are ſuggeſted by that ill principle of 3 
returning evil for evil. R. Me beſcech thee 
Dear Mts... 215 Sei k tas 
Give us grace to caſt off all fretful reſent - 
ments, and the unjuſt reaſoning of an exaſpe- 
rated or diſturbed mind. 7 R. e beſeech N 
hear ict. F r Ou t mays TI. 
Give us grace to break off with violence, 
all melancholy and dejecting imaginations. 
R. We bgſesch thee hear ws. | 
Give us grace to withſtand all kinds of 
diſcouraging thoughts, which, upon * | 


> 
o 


pointments, diſſuade us N the, 
W 200d. we have undertaken. R. We beſeoch 


thee. hear us. 


- 


Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in all 
theſe particulars; give us grace never to be 
tired in our endeavours, and may our endea - 
vours. be ever attended with thy bleſſing. 
Thus, by perſevering, may we overcome our 
temper, however difficult it be, and bring it 
into ſubjection to thy lau- We have been 
too long governed by it, and by its raſhneſs, 
led into many ſins; there has been too much 
of this; now, O God, by the help of thy 
grace, may we undertake, to ſubdue it, and. 
teach it to obey. Without this, we in vain 
honour the Martyrs; and by this —— 
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only, can we come to the” ſpirit of the Mar- 
tyrs, which 4s the bleſſing we 'moſt earneſtly 
alk of thee, this day, our Lord and our God. 

And not only for ourſelves, but in particu- 
* we aſk it for all thoſe of thy faithful, who 
being in trouble, want thy ſpecial grace to 
| ſtand under it, as either offending thee by 
their impatience, or being in danger of de- 
ſpair. Look upon all theſe, wwe beſeech thee, 
ſupport them in their trouble, and give them 
patience. 

Look upon all thoſe, who are under the 
violence of pain or ſickneſs. N. Aua give 
them patience, O Lord. 

Look upon all thoſe, who are in captivity, 
or in priſon, or under any oppreſſion or in- 
juſtice. R. And give them patience, O Lord. 

Look upon all thoſe, who ſuffer perſecu- 
tion, or are under hardſhips for their faith. 
R. And give them patience, O Lord. 

Look upon all thoſe, who are in trouble of 
conſcience, direct them, we beſeech thee. R. 
And give them patience, O Lord. 01 

Look upon all thoſe, who are under the 
weight of any affliction; ſupport them by thy 
grace. R. And give them patience, O Lord. 

Look upon all thoſe, who lie under dark- 
neſs; oppreſſion of mind, or are expoſed to 
the violence of temptation ; be thou a comfort 
to them. R. And give them patience, O Lord. 
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id ak upon all widows-and orphans, upon 
all who are diſconſolate, and upon ſuch as 
are under the ſeyerity of domeſtic trials; be 
thou their counſel and director. R. . 
give them patience, O Lord. 

Lock upon all, in whatever diſtreſs or — 
fliction 5 be, whether of hody or mind, 
and let them find, that thou art their God. 
R. And give them-patienee, O Lord. — 

Thus, O heavenly Father, on the day of 
this Martyr, we recommend to thy merciful 
protection, all that are in trouble, and-moſt 
humbly beg, both for them, and for ourſelves 
that we may learn to make a good uſe of our 
trials, and by our patience under them, may, 
with the martyrs, make the purchaſe of an 
eternal crown. Grant this, O God; and 
now, while we are taught by thy ſervant, 
how we are to ſuffer, let, this day, no impa- 
tience be ſeen in us. And thou, O holy. 
martyr, as thy e, that e teaches, ſo let thy 

b 


charity plead for us, that we my e wh 
ſteps. Amen. 


Let Us Prey 


60D, who, amongſt other 3 


of thy power, haſt rendered even the 
weaker lex victorious in martyrdom : merct- 


fully grant, that we, who celebrate the 


* 
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triumphs of Saint N. Virgin and Martyr, may 
by her example, come to the poſſeſſion of 
— Through our Lord Jeſus,” Chriſt thy 

On. 


2 4 2 . 2 * 
7 
Mx, - tare: 


D. THE: Dar OF & eee viren vor 
y neee n 


8 e day of Saint N. a boy 
ll = virgin, who by allife of ſingular piety became 
1} the glory of the church, and an example to all 
chriſtians: Let us give thanks to Almighty' Gad, 
far the great prerogateves of gra ce beſtowed upon 
ber, and likewiſe beg, that by her example, we 
Tour ee evi of ja 


ation. 
Let u Pray. 


Peron: thee, O God of nie 207 
| we bow down and. adore this day, in 
acknowledgement of thy ſingular gifts and 
graces, ſo remarkably eminent in this thy ſer- 
vant; by which thou haſt raiſed ſo weak a 
veſſel to that degree of holineſs, as to become 
1 üght in thy church, and encouragement 
in virtue, and a guide in all thoſe ways, 
which the goſpel eee 2h as the ſafeſt 
paths ta ſal vation. 


| Holy, Virgin, nat Martyr. 4329 
For theſe thy mercies to this holy Virgin, 
we render thee praiſe. and thank wings and 
beg that hy name may be bleſſed bi all gene> 
rations. 
For calling her out of the world, to 4 
thy faithful ſervant.” R. Praife and thankſ- 
giving be to thee, O God. 


For giving her grace, to deſpiſe the deceit- 
ful vanities of the world, and to chufe the 


better part. R. Praiſe and En > be 
to thee, O G. | 
For giving her ſtrength to ſtand againſt all 
the ſnares of corruption, and to triumph over 
all the enemies of her ſoul. R e nd 
thankſgiving be ro thee, O God. &o 
For leading her into the narrow way, = 
teaching her to renounce all ps or the 
love of her ſpouſe. R. Praiſe and thankſ- 
giving be to thee, O God. 
Far teaching her to walk by the ſpirit, and 
to hate her life in this world, that he n 
keep it to life eternal. R. Praiſe and ark 
giving ng be to thee, O God. 
For teaching her to keep a clean heart, ſo 
to prepare to ſee thy face. R. Praye and 
thankſgiv ing be to thee, O Gd. 
Praiſe and thankſgiving be to thee, O God, | 
for theſe and other thy gifts, with which thou 
' haſt been pleaſed, in thy mercy, to enrich 
the ſoul of * ſervant, giving her the victory 
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over all der enedies, and carrying her chrough 


many trials to an everlaſting crown. 

But, O God, while we thus, with honour 
commemorate the bleſſings of thy mercy in 
others. may thy infinite goodneſs have regard 
to us alſo,” who are in want of thy help, and 
work that change in our ſouls, that we may 
find the effect of thoſe graces in ourſelves, 
which we ſo much _— and admire: In the 
ſaint of this day. | 

Draw us, by the power of thy grace, from 
our own ways, and from all thoſe of the 
World, which are corrupt; and grant we 
may now in earneſt undertake to walk by a 
better ſpirit; even by that ſpirit of Jeſus and 
his goſpel, which was ſo bb in this 
holy Virgin, and conducted her to the 275 
ſence of her ſpouſe. 

* us, O God, we beſeech thee, into 

of her humility, that having a true 
ſenſe — our own unworthinefs, we may de- 
cline all the contrivances of pride, as moſt 


unjuſt, may eſteem ourſelves the meaneſt of 
all, and embrace contempt, as our due. R. 


7 vach us, O God, to be truly humble, and in this 


may we follow the ſpirit of this ſaint. 


Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, into 
the way of her ſelf-denial and penance ; 


that we may no longer conſult our own wills 


our inclination and appetite; but conſider 
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what is due to our fins; What is neceſſar) 
for overcoming our own corruption; and 
hence take the meaſures of what we are to do, 
and what to avoid. R. Teach us, O God, 
the ways of ſelſedenial and penance, and in this 
may we follow the ſpirit of this ſaint. 1150 
- Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, into 
the way of her patience; that we may bear 
all the trials, troubles, loſſes and tempta- 
tions of this life with a peaceable ſubmiſſion 
to thy Providence, to thy juſtice and to thy 
Holy Will; and thus ſubduing in ourſelves 
all ſinful diſquiets, be ſolicitous to improve 
under all our troubles. R. Teach ur, O Grd, 
to be thus patient, and in this, may we; follow. 
the ſpirit of this ſaint. _ © dee e art 
Lead us, O God, into the way of her 
charity, that we may love thee and ſeek thee 
above all things; that we may. baniſh from 
our hearts the. ſinful and dangerous love 
of all creatures; that we may give admittance. 
to no excels, to nothing that can defile ; but 
labour to preſerve in our breaſts, clean 
hearts, ſuch as may be fit for thy abode. R. 
Teach us, O God, this charity, to love thee with 
all our heart; and in this may we follow the 
Spirit of this ſaint. og een Dhttch 
Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, into the 
way of her true wiſdom, that we may not 
waſte our lives in folly, vanity or fin, or in 


— 


— T— 
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providing only for a ſhort life, which with {M 
all its contrivances and cares, muſt ſoon end I 
in duſt; but may employ our time in ſuch 


a manner, as by the good management ofa 
few moments, to ſecure our eternal reſt. R. 
Teach us, O God, this true wiſdom, and in thi; 
may wve follow the ſpirit of this ſaint. 


* 


Lead us, O God, into the way of her 
conſtancy, that we may never be tired, either 
with the trials of this life, or the remedie; 
of our own corruption, or the duties of our 
ſtate ; in all theſe may we hold on with per. 
ſeverance, ever looking at Chriſt our head, 
and at the crown that is ſet before us. R. 
Teach us,' O God, this conſtancy, and in this 
may we follow the ſpirit of this ſaint. 

In this manner, we beſeech thee, 0 
God, to direct our lives, that having 6 
many examples of thy ſaints, every day, 
calling upon ns, we may not go on blind 
atd- ſenſeleſs, in the ways of our own cor. 
ruption ; as if we had been born for 
nothing, but to live here in folly and vice; 
but may turn ourſelves to thee, our Creator 
and our God, and enter into ſuch a method, 


as will be a comfort to us at the hour of our 


death, and be a means of bringing us to the 
poſſeſſion of everlaſting happineſs. 

For this end, ſhew thy mercy to us, 0 
God, and open our eyes, that we may o 
| the 
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W © caknefſes which make vs, unlike. what 1 
: profeſs: Paliver us, in this point, from, all 
deceit, and ſuffer us not to be ſo unhappy 
as to embrace ſnares. and ſin, under the 
pretext of innocence. Shew us what . 
are, and give us a true knowledge of al 
our ways; and, O God, favour us, we 
beſeech thee, with that grace which, is ne- 
ceſſary for our, amendment; that while we 
honour thy ſervants, we may follow the ex- 
ample they have given us, and be in the 
way of partaking of their crcowns. 
And in particular, O molt gracious Lord, 
ſince thou haſt called us not to uncleanneſs, 
but to holineſs, give us grace to purify our 
hearts from all that can defile. Let not the 
iniquity of the heathens be found in us, who 
are believers; but being diſengaged from 
all ſinful affections, may we keep that due 
guard both upon our outward and in- 
ward man, that the devil may find no en- 
trance into our hearts; but theſe being pre- 
ſerved holy, they may be as becomes the 
temples of the Holy Ghoſt. | 


i 
: 7 # 


% 
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Thus, O God, we confeſs it ought to he 
in every ſoul, which, having renounced. at 
| the font the devil and all his works, has 
been conſecrated a living ſacrifice to thee, 
and thy adopted child. Wherefore we be⸗ 

VoL, XV. * | 
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ſeech thee, O God, to give to all Chriſtians 
| a true ſenſe of their character, and of that 
| great ſanctity which belongs to their pro. 
! eſſion. Hence, O Lord, give them an ab- 
horrence of all wickedneſs, and eſpecially 
| of all thoſe brutiſh liberties which are in fa. 
vour of a carnal or ſenſual mind; Cleanſe 
oy people from all the abominations of vn. 
believers, ſanctify their converſation, and 
let nothing unbecoming be heard from their 
mouth ; but as thou art holy, ſo may they 
be holy. F 
To thy ſpecial protection we recommend 
all thoſe, who being in their tender years, 
are not yet tainted with vice. Be thou, 0 
God, a gpide to theſe, and preſerve them 
from all ſnares; give them diſeretion, that 
they may not raſlily expoſe themſelves to 
danger: Give them courage, that whenever 
danger meets them, they may either wiſely 
decline it, or be faithful; in reſiſting it. Let 
not the love of vanity, folly, and idle en- 
tertainments, take the firſt poſſeſſion of their 
»hearts; but draw them to thyſelf by à fin- 
cere piety, that thy goodneſs. being engaged 
to them, they may be ever ſecure under thy 
protection. We 
Have mercy likewiſe, we beſeech thee, on 
all thoſe who having renounced the world, 
have choſen Chriſt for their ſpouſe, and 
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W-onſecrated their lives to thee. Take from 
them, O God, a worldly fpirit, and perfect 
n them the ſpirit of their vocation; be thou 
Whe comfort of their labours, and may it be 

heir daily endeavour more cloſely to be 
nited to Chriſt, whom they have choſen. 
WDcliver them from all fpiritual deluſions, 
nd let nothing hinder them in making 
heir approaches to thee. And thou, 0 
Woly Virgin, whom we honour this day, be 
indful of them before the throne of God; 
Pray for all the bleſſings belonging to their 
tate, that God may be glorified in them: 
Remember us allo, who are in the midit of 
ſinful and uncertain world, that we may 
de ſecured by the ſame powerful Hand 
hich was your deliverance, and be led on 
Wn the ſame way to happineſs; ſolicit this for 
ver s, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
ommon Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 


en · if | Let us pray. 
15 z EAR us, O God, our ſalvation, that 


g as we rejoice in the feſtival of thy 
Poly Virgin, Saint N. ſo we may be im- 
roved in the affection of ſolid piety, 
rough our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


T ij 


Ox ru Day or A HoLy Winow. , 


2 being the day of Saint N. à bah 

widow, wha being releaſed from worldi 
engagements, conſecrated her widowhood 1 
God, in, a life of exemplary piety : Let us give 
thanks for the plenty 'of heavenly graces, fi 
remarkable in this his ſervant, and beg grace, 
that we may, learn from her example. 


Let us pray. 


No thee, O eternal God, we render 
4 thanks for the great example we have 
in thy ſervant, whole, virtues, with their re. 
wards, the church calls us to commemorate 
this day. She had her part in the world, 
but even in that diſtracted ſtate, ſhe laid the 
foundation of a holy life; and having got 
the opportunity of a greater freedom, ſhe 
turned it not to the ſervice of natural cor: 
ruption and felf-love, but improved her dil 
engagements from the world, for making a 
more ſtrict engagement with thee. = 
Ihus ſhutting her heart againſt the world, 
and opening it towards heaven, ſhe received i 
the plenty of heavenly bleſſings, and abound: i 
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3 giving a manifold proof of thy 
graces overflowing in her. W ea 
Of all which, we acknowledge thee, O. 
God, the fountain; and therefore bleſs thy 


y name for whatever we admire in her; look- 
ning upon this, and all other feſtivals of the 


ſaints, as ſo many days of ſolemn acknow- 


0 ments of thy goodneſs to ſinful elay'; 
f and as public thankſgivings of thy bounty, 


in diſpenſing thy manifold gifts, for the 
— of thy church, and encouragement 
ot thy faithful in all good. | oh 
For whatever, therefore, heavenly gifts 
and graces thou waſt pleaſed to pour forth 
-upon this thy ſervant, we bow down, we 
adore thee, we give thee praiſe and thank. 


ite giving, and beg that heaven and earth may 
14, Join in glorifying thy holy Name, and 
he BY making the acknowledgments due to thy 
he To the ſame goodneſs we addreſs our pe- 


titions in our own behalf, beſeeching thee 
to extend thy mercy to us alſo; that as we 
glorify thee in thy ſaints, ſo we may glorify 
thee for thy grace communicated likewiſe to 
us, by which we may be directed into the 
way of thy commandments, and be zealous 
in following their ſteps, who, in their lives, 
bave ſhewed us the way to everlaſting 

blils. 1 u} 


438 On the day of a Holy Widtw. 


And now, on this day, O God, we he. 
ſeech thee, may thy grace inſpire us with 
reſolutions of quitting our own corrupt ways, 
and copying out thoſe which are ſet before 
us by the example of this ſaint. 
Turn our eyes, O God, to conſider the 
chriſtian wiſdom of this thy ſervant, in 
making ſo good a uſe of all the circumſtan- 
ces of her ſtate; who turned not the great 
advantages ſhe had, to the ſervice of this 
world; but ſought thy glory, O God, in 
all, and made them preparations for a com- 
fortable and happy death. R. Turn or 
Heart, O God, wwe beſeech thee, ſeriouſly u 
con ſider this her chriſtian wiſdom.  - © 
And hence, O bleſſed Lord, may we ob. 
0 ſerve, condemn, and reform our own un. 
accountable and even fooliſh ways, who are 
ever upon contrivances how to abuſe thy 
bleflings, in ſeeking to ſet out and ſatisfy 2 
periſhing carcaſe, which is ſoon to return to 
duſt; and neglect to provide for our bettet 
part, which has an eternity waiting to fe. 
ceive it, and depending on our care. R 
Grant us, © God, we beſeech thee, that vi. 
dom to obſerve, condemn, and reform what 
ever part we have in theſe unaccountable ant 
fooliſh ways. 7 75 4 
Turn our hearts, O God, to conſider hon 
ſolicitous ſhe. was in making a good ule of 
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her time; in not letting it be conſumed by 
fleeping, gaming, and other, idle entertain- 
ments of a diſorderly and undiſciplined life; 
but ſtudying to employ it for that end for 
which it was granted her; in all thoſe ex- 
erciſes of piety, which ſhe knew were ac- 
ceptable to thee, and moſt effectual for the 


ſecurity of her future ſtate. R. Turn aur 


hearts, O God, wwe beſeech thee,. ſerioufly to 
conſider this her chriſtian wiſdom. 


And hence, O bleſſed Lord, may we ob- 


ſerve, condemn, and reform our own unac- 
countable and foolith ways, who having but 


a ſhort time granted us to provide for eter- 
nity, and having many and difficult taſks 
upon our hands for making this proviſion, 


are yet ſuch wretched ill managers, that we 
are often at a loſs how to diſpoſe of our 


time, every day throw it away upon imper- 
tinencies and triffes, and often ſacrifice it to 
the devil and fin. R. Grant us, O God, wwe 
beſeech thee, that wiſdom to obſerve, condemn, 
and reform whatever part we have in theſe un- 
accountable and fooliſh ways. 

Turn our hearts, O God, to conſider how 
ſolicitous the was in making a good uſe of 


her money; not letting vanity, humour, or 


inclination conſume it; but ſeeking thy 

glory in thy own gifts, and endeavouring to 

apply it to thoſe ends for which it was given 
Tiv 
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her; in relieving the poor, the priſoner, and 
[| the diſtreſſed; in bringing comfort to the 
1 widow and orphan, in clothing the naked, 
1 and making proviſion for ſuch whoſe necel- 
= Stous- or dangerous circumſtances ' expoſed 
[1 them to ruin: Thus did ſhe make of what 
; was ſuperfluous to her, the purchaſe of eter. 
nity. R. Turn our hearts, O God, ue beſecch 
hee, ferioufly to conſider this ber chriſtian 
wiſdom, * n 
And hence, O bleſſed Lord, may we ob. 
ſerve, condemn, and reform our own un. 
accountable and fooliſh ways, who not ſoli. 
citous for laying up treaſures in heaven, 
make that ill uſe of our money, as if it 
were given us for no other end than to ſerve 
our own extravagant humours, and to feed 
that corruption in us, which by the com- 
mand of the Goſpel, and by the great de- 
ſign of our profeſſion, we are required to 
fight againſt, and ſtarve. O God! how 
great is our injuſtice, in thus turning thy 
bleſſing againſt the Goſpel, and in throwing 
2 that upon folly, vanity, or vice, which 
ought to have been the bread of thè poor. 
R. Grant us, O God, we beſeech thee, ibat 
- wiſdom to obſerve, condemn, and reform what- 
ever part wwe have in theſe unaccountable and 
unjuſt ways. | 
Hear us, O moſt gracious Lord, we be- 
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ſeech thee, and grant t theſe our petitions; 


for while we confider thy holy ſervants; 
and fee by what ways they arrived to that 
ſtate of bliſs, in the poſſeſſion of thee, their 
God; we cannot but tremble at the ſight 
of our own unhappy circumſtances; Who 
pretending to the ſame port of Tn 
are ſo very far out of their way. © * 

For when we caſt but an eye upo n thy 
ſaints, we preſently fee in theni, ſouls . chürſt. 
ing after heaven, ſeeking heaven before all 
things, and uſing all means which thy Goſ- 
pel recommends, as proper for accompliſh- 
ing their deſires ; ſparing nothing of them 
ſelves, or this world, which can be fervice- 
able for this end, and thinking nothing 
hard, nothing a loſs to them, which is 
but belpful to eternity. | 

But when we look upon ourſelves, what 
it is that with a full proſpect offers idelf 


to our fight; O God, it is ſomething ſo 


unlike our profeſſion of the Goſpel, ſo very 
contrary to the way by which thy ſaints 


have come to thee, that we have reaſon 


to be confounded within ourſelves, whilſt 
we can ſcarce diſcover any thing to prove, 
That we are ſerious in our faith; That we 
believe an eternity to come ; That there 
is either a heaven worth our care, of a 
hell which we need to apprehend. Por 
; 2 , . 
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where does this faith appear, in all that/ſuc- 
ceſſion of pride, ſloth, ſelf- love, ſenſuality, 
and the love of the world, which divide all 
the days of our life? | 

Our life ſhews evidently, that we love 
ourſelves, are fond of the world, and of its 
corrupt ways. But where. is the evidence 
of our faith or love of thee, unleſs it be in 
ſome | haſty. and ceremonial performances, 
in which our heart ſeems but little con- 
cerned! And is this the way of the ſaints ! 

Wherefore, O moſt merciful Lord, we 
beſeech thee to have compaſſion on us, and 
by the power of thy grace, to work a 
change in our hearts; ſuch a change, 0 
God, that we may not only be aſhamed of 
our evil ways, but likewiſe have a real ab- 
. horrence of them, as unworthy of our pro- 
feſſion, and as the ſnares of eternal death. 

Such a change, that our great ſolicitude 
may no more be in pleaſing the world, nor 
ſatisfying our own corrupt nature; but i in 
following the ſteps of thy faithful ſervants; 
in ſeeking, above all chinge, to do thy will, 
and to work out our falvation. 
Grant this, O God, not only to us, but 
to all who have a faith in thy holy Name, 
that all ſcandalous and wicked practices be- 
ing reformed, they may walk worthy of 
their vocation, and give no offence either 
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to Jew or Gentile,/1 nor to the church of 
God. = * 1 5 

This we aſk more in i particular, "ax ihaſe 
who have undertaken to live in the ſta e of 
widowhood. Let thy holy grace, O God, 
direct theſe to withdraw their hearts from 
the common vanities of the world, to de- 
cline ail idle meetings, and by the conſtant 
method of their lives, to convince all that 
they ſeek not pre'ent comforts, but thoſe 
which are to come, and have choſen thee to 
be their portion. 

Thus, O God, we beſeech thee to lead 
them on by the glorious example of the 
Saint of this day, that becoming widows in- 
deed, they may have the comfort of it n 
and che reward hereafter. Auen. 


Let us pray. 


EAR us, O God, our ſalvation, that 
as we rejoice in the feſtival of bleſſed 
Saint N. ſo. we may be improved in the af- 


fection of ſolid piety, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son, | 


Ox Taz DEDICATION or a CHURCH, 


IS being the dedication of Saint N. a 
| memorial of that day, when peace being 
reſtored to the chriſtian world, and liberty 
granted for building of churches, this was 
erected hy Conſtantine, and conſecrated by 
Saint Sylvelter, then biſhop of Rome: Let u. 
give thanks for peace being thus granted io the 
church, and beg grace for making good uſe «f 
whatever part we have in this peace. 


Let us pray. 


O Father of mercy, to thee we render 
AZ our thanks for thy great mercy to the 
faithful, in the primitive times; when hav- 
ing ſuffered a cruel perſecution of three 
hundred years from the tyranny. of  hea- 
theniſh emperors, thou didit at length re- 
move the ſword, and delivering them from 
the hands of their enemies, gaveſt them 
an opportunity of ſerving thee without 
mu 
This, O God, was a great bleſſing to thy 
people, who having been ſo long confined 
in * worſhip, to caves and delerts, now 
ib 


had liberty of openly profeſſing thy name, 
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of meeting in churches, and, in full afſem- 


blies, of giving praiſe to thy glory: And 


this without danger of fire, or ſword, or 
rack, or of any temporal power appearin 
to interrupt the comforts of their ſurpriſing, 


PEACE. 


For this thy goodneſs to thy church, we 


| now bleſs and adore thy holy Name, ànd 


moſt earneſtly beg thy protecting grace, that 
thy people may not abuſe this liberty to thy 
diſpleaſure. That they may be always 
mindful, how great a mercy it is to have the 
freedom of ſerving thee, to have the comms 
forts of thy facraments, and of their aſſiſt- 
ance, whom thou haſt appointed to feed the 
flock, and miniſter to them in their neceſſi- 
May the ſenſe of this manifold mercy be 
ever attended with a grateful acknowledg- 
ment in the breaſts of thy faithful: May 
this oblige them to be more fer vent in pray- 
er, more conſtant in every duty, more edi- 
fying in thy preſence, more ſolicitous in ſer- 
ving thee, and more fearful of offending 
thee. {of 8 1 
O God, we beſeech thee, keep their hearts 
open to underſtand this their obligation, 
becauſe it is due to thy goodneſs; and be- 
cauſe they can have no greater aſſurance of 
the continuance of thy bleſſings; than by 


the good uſe of what they enjoy. 


445 On the Dedication of a Church, 


This, O moſt juſt Lord, thou haſt ſuff. il 
ciently manifeſted to us, in thy rigorous 
judgments upon ſo many cities, nations, 
and countries, which being once blefled 
with the profeſſion of thy faith and worſhip, 
being the ſeats of ſo many eminent biſhops 
and holy paſtors, are now many of them 
heaps of ruins, others are over-run with he. 
rely and ſchiſm, and. many are ſo wholly 
poſſeſſed by infidels, that there is not a Chriſ. 
tian to be found amongſt them. 

Theſe, O God, are terrible judgments, 
ſuch as ought to make us tremble At the 
very thought of them. And what is it that 
has drawn the weight of thy anger upon 
theſe people, but what had done the ſame 
before upon the cities of Judah and Jeruſa- 
lem, and upon thy holy Temple ? They had 
forgotten thy mercies, and abuſed thy bleſ- 
ſings: They remembered not that tlivu 
waſt their deliverer, and therefore they kept 
not thy ſtatutes, nor obſerved thy law; 
hence deſolation ruſhed in upon them, as a 
torrent; they were confounded in their ſins, 
and they who would not know thee in th 
mercies, were forced to confeſs thee under 
the terror of thy judgments. 

Thus, O God, haſt thou been pleaſed to 
manifeſt the terms, upon which thy bleſſings 
are held; and that they are not to look for 
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F 2 laſting poſſeſſion, who abuſe what, through 
cy goodnels, they enjoy. Wherefore. we 
molt earneſtly. make it our requeſt to thee, 
that all thy faithful, throughout the church, 
who enjoy the liberty of thy worſhip, may 
have a true ſenſe of this mercy, and by a 
good uſe of it, confirm it to themſelves, and 
to their generations after them, and not 
leave their children a curſe, inſtead of a bleſ- 
ſing. 4 | 

Abd while we aſk this for the faithful, re- 
member, we beſeech thee, all thoſe unhap- 
W py cities and nations, who were once thy 
people, bur are now buried in hereſy or in- 
fidelity: Forget them not, O God, for 
ever, but let thy mercies be turned upon 
them. Open their eyes to ſee their miſery, 
open their hearts to receive thy grace: 
Jake from them all obſtinacy, and prepare 
their minds to embrace thy truths. Raiſe 
up thoſe, who may carry light to them; 
let them no longer lie open to rapine, but 
unite them again to thy fold, and may all 
nations, with one voice, glorify thee, their 
God. . | 

Remember us alſo, O blefſed Lord, in 
this nation, and grant us that favour, as to 
ſerve thee without fear. Look not upon 
our ſins, for we confeſs theſe to be very 
provoking; ſuch as render us unworthy of 
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all thy mercies, and make us ſear the lof 
of whatever privileges we enjoy. And 
therefore While we afk, O God, for thy fa. 
your, we acknowledge ourſelves unworthy 
of what we aſk ; but implore thy goodneſs 
to have compaſſion on us, and not to deal 
with us according to our iniquities. Save 
thy inheritance, we beſeech thee, and for 
the ſake of thy elect, give us not up to de. 
ſtruction. Teach us to make a good uſe 
of whatever opportunities we have of ſer. 
ving thee; teach us to be thankful for 
them; let us complain of none, but our 
own ſins: Upon theſe may we charge all 
our unhappineſs, and therefore make choice 
of humiliation and repentance, as the'only 
expedient for removing thy fcourges from 
* 8 
For this end, we beſeech thee, to put it 
into the hearts of thy faithful, to reform all 
abuſes in their public aſſemblies, as often as 
they meet to pay the homage that is due to 
their God. os 7 | 
As often as we come into thy holy place, 
may we remember, in whoſe preſence we 
ate; may we call to mind thy infinite Ma- 
jeſty and our own wants, and as theſe de. 
mand, ſo regulate our outward and inward 
man. l e 
May it be our firſt ſolicitude, te avoid al 
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kind of irreverence and indecency,” and 
whatever can be diſedifying to others. 90 2 
Grant this our petition, O mertiful Gd. 
May we take no liberties in favour of an 
idle, gazing, or vain humour. R. Grant 
this our petition, O merciful God. 
May we not there conſult our-eaſe, mor 
be more ſolicitous to ſerve our own” lazy 
humour, than do what is becoming thy 
worſhip. R. Grant this oo: Sutton; 0 r 


+ 4 we not there, ah ep and hud- 
dling, run over our prayers, as if making'an 
end was our only concern. R. Grant _ 
our petition, O merciful Gods 

May we not there, with a diſlipated: 4 
roving mind, repeat over a number of pray- 
ers, as if a lip- ſervice were all the ſacrifice 
belonging to thy worſhip. R. Grant this 
our petition, O merciful God. 8 


May we have fo much faith and ſeriouſ- 


neſs, as to be afraid of provoking thee there, 
where we come to aſk thy bleſfings. R. 
Grant this our petition, O merciful God, 
May we there ſee the extreme poverty 
and manifold miſeries of our ſoul, and make 
our petitions with an attention and ſolici- 
tude anſwerable to our neceſlities. R. 
Grant this our petition, O merciful God. 

May we there ſee ourſelves as — 
in danger of being condemned for our ſins, 
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to the torments of hell; may we there ap. 
pear with the humility of criminals before 
our judge, and raiſe up our hearts with the 
ſame earneſtneſs, as thoſe who are petition. 
ing for mercy. Grant this our petition, 0 
merciful God. | 

May we there adore thee, as becomes the 
infinite Majeſty of our God, in whoſe pre. 
ſence the pillars of heaven tremble; may 
we'there ſerve thee, as becomes flaves, who 


have been redeemed by thee ; may we there 


manifeſt our love to thee, as becomes thy 
children, who, though moſt unworthy, have 


received infinite bleſſings from the hand of 


a moſt loving and tender Father. R. Gram 
this our petition, O merciful Lord. 
Shew mercy to us, O God, and grant 


theſe our requeſts; not only to us, but to 


all the faithful, that all may ſerve thee in 
ſpirit and truth; that all abuſes, irreveren- 


ces, and ſcandals being baniſhed from the 
places of thy worſhip, they may become the 
houſes of prayer, and nothing be admitted 


there, but what is well pleaſing in thy ſight. 
Grant this, O God, that by the good ule 


of thy bleſſings, we may obtain the continu- 
ance of them, and remove the danger from 
us, of being left defolate, which has been 
the puniſhment of ſo many nations. Hear 


us, O merciful Lord, and let gratitude, un- 
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part in provoking the ſeverity of thy ſcour- 
ges againſt us. Amen. 


On Saturday our Lady, &e. 491 


der the ſenſe of thy favours, teach us to be 
wiſe in this point; that ſo we may have no 


7 


: 4 
R 


Let us pray. 


God, who, every year, reneweſt to us 


1 the conſecration of this holy church, 
and by thy ſacred myſteries affordeſt us the 


bleſſing of thy protection: Graciouſly 
vouchſafe to hear the prayers of thy people, 


and grant, that as many as enter into this 
church to petition for thy favours, may have 


the comfort of obtaining what they aſk, 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


rss 


ON SaTvurRDAY our Lap, AND OTHER 
1 * 4 'FEASTS. \ 


i var being a day dedicated by the church 
| to be a ſacred memorial of the B. Virgin 
Mary, who tuas choſen from among ſt all 2v0- 
men, to. be the ark of the covenant, and mother 
to the Son of God incarnate : Hence let us ac- 
cordingly give thanks, and direct our prayers. 


452 — 0 our Lady, 


\Letu us prov 


\EFORE 4 0 eternal Father, God of 
infinite mercy, we this day bow dowh 
and adore, in acknowledgment of thy in. 
comprehenſible goodneſs - to - mankind, in 
ſending thy only Son to take fleſh of the Vir. 
gin Mary, and to be born of her, true God, 
and true ent to become a ſacrifice of re- 
demption, and expiation for che fins of the 
world. 

In a grateful vemembvanee of this mercy, 
we now humble ourſelves, and - proſtrate 
adore before thy throne, confeſſing thee to 
be infinly adorable to be worthy of praiſe 
and glory for ever. Praiſe, therefore, glory 
and [+ 4 50 be to thee for ever, O God 
of goodneſs, O God of mercy, both from 
us, and from all creatures in heaven and 
earth. Amen. 

In a particular manner we bleſs thee, 
this day, for thy mercies to the B, Virgin 

in preparing her to be the mother of 
ron Odom that as the was choſen from 
amongſt all women, ſo, above all others, ſhe 
might be holy in proportion to that great 
dignity to which the was called. Hence, 0 
| 0, 
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For her being ſanctified with ſo much ful. 
neſs, that ſhe was full of grace. R. Wo 


praiſe, adore, and give thee thanks. 


For being prepared a holy abode for thee, 
ſo that thou, O God, 'waſt with her.. N. 
We praiſe, adore, and give thee thanks. © 
For being prepared to be the throne 95 
our heavenly Solomon, and the tabernacle of 
God with men. R. We praiſe, adore, and 
SV: COPE RY 
For being fo fanQified, as to be juſfly ſti- 
led Bleed by all generations. R. Me praiſe, 
adore, and give thee thanks.  ' 
For her ſingular humility, by which ſhe 
was choſen mother of our Lord. R. We 
praiſe, agore, and give thee thanks. Lg! aig 
For her angelical purity, in' being privi- 
leged from all that could defile. R. We 
praiſe, adore, and give tbee thanks,  _ 
For her wonderful patience, in having her 
ſoul pierced through with the ſword of af- 
fiction, and yet bearing all with a heart per- 
fectiy reſigned” to thy holy will. R. We 
praiſe,” adbre, and give thee thanks,  _ 
For allher eminent virtues, by which ſhe 
was raifed to that eminent degree of glory 
ſhe now poſſeſſes in heaven. R. We 1 
adore, and give thee thanks. | wa 


Receive, O Lord, we beſeech thee, this 


454 On Saturday our Lady, 


homage from us thy ſervants, and grant, 
that as we admire thy goodneſs in all that is 
admirable in the B. Virgin Mary, ſo we may 

propoſe her example for our pattern, and by 
endeayouring to follow her ſteps, become, 

in all duties, more faithful to thee. 

This, O God, we aſk, becauſe we are ſen. 
ſible, that obſerving days, and by frequent 
feſtivals renewing the memory of thy Saints, 
will be no advantage to us, except we make 
their example a ſpur to our floth, and la. 
bour, by their encouragement, to improve 
in thoſe virtues, which belong to a chriſlian 
life. 7 
If we do not this, we may be wretched 
ſinners, while we pretend to honour virtue 
in the Saints, and our feet may be turned 
away from heaven, while we are ſolemnizing 
the glory of the Virgin- mother. 

But, O God, let not this be our caſe, but 
by thy grace direct us, that what we honour 
this day, may be to us a perpetual rule; 
that what we ſee ſo gloriouſly rewarded in 
our B. Lady, may be to us the daily object 
of our endeavours, and thus we be the bet- 
ter for the examples thou haſt given us. 

In order to this, we beſeech thee, that as 
the B. Virgin was full of grace, ſo we may 
be ever ſolicitous to obtain thy grace, and 


to preſerve it in our ſouls. Hence, O Lord, 
be merciful to us, and poſſeſs our heart with 
ſuch à true value for this thy Divine gift, 
that we may be afraid of all that which can 
poſſibly rob us of it, afraid of all fin, which 
Jalone can deprive us of thy grace, and be 
Wcarcful in the uſe of all thoſe means, which 
re capable of confirming us in the poſſeſſion 
Wo! it. | £48 
Hear us, O God, in our petition, and 
way it be our conſtant endeavour to preſerve 
Wn our ſouls the treaſure of thy Divine 
race. 
We beſeech thee likewiſe, that as thou, 
0 Lord, waſt with the B. Virgin; fo it may 
De our perpetual care, that thou ever be 
ith us, to be the ſoul to our ſoul, the life 

f our life, the will of our will, the reaſon of 
ur reaſon, and to have the whole conduct 
f whatever belongs to us. Be thus with us, 
WO Lord, to guide us in all our ways, to en- 
Wighten us in all doubts, to encourage us in 
WE! difficulties, to diſcover to us all ſnares, 
Wo defend us in all dangers, to ſtrengthen us 
gainſt all enemies, and to preſerve us from 
he ways of all corruption. Be thus with 
, O Lord, and we ſhall be ſecure, though . 
he whole world ſtands againſt us. 
EKR. Hear us, O God, in this our petitions 


- 
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And now let neitber fin, nor 1be,zoerld, un if 
cerruption, but thou, O Lord, be. with; 

10 command and govern us. both naw and fu 


s 


% 


ce beſeech thee, likewiſe, O God, that 
as the B. Virgin was by her great humilig 
recommended to thy mercy; ſo we, by th: 
practice of a general humility, may daily 
{ek the favour of thy mercy. We, knoy 
how much we ſtand in need of thy continy. 
al bleffings ; and praiſed be thy name, who 
Hhaft now: taught us how to obtain what ve 
want. Grant, therefore, O moſt gracious 
Lord, that as we ſee our miſery, and have no 
Help but from thee, ſo. we may labour 
to engage thy goodneſs to us, by preſet. 
ving in our breaſt an humble heart, by W 
being humble in our words, humble un 
our carriage, humble in our converſation, 
humble in our commands, humble in re. 
proof, humble in ſucceſs, humble in af 

Aion, humble when we do our duty, 
and humble when we fail. In all occaſions, 
may. we embrace what humbles, and thu 
feck thy favour, O God, becauſe we ca 
do nothing more to our advantage, than in 
being humble, which, we are aſſured by th: 
B. Virgin, will certainly turn thy regards up-: 


on Us. * 3 
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XR. * Ks, 0 God, in this our puition 2 
r And now let pride prevatl no more in us ; but 
all things may we follow humility, that we 
ay find thy mercy. | 
= We belecch * likewiſe, O God, this 
Pay, that as the B. Virgin had the privi- 
lege of a clean heart, being never touched 
Vith any thing that could defile: As ſhe was 
Weminently patient under all trials: So we, 
Win both theſe ways, may, to our comfort, 
partake of the ſame grace. Grant therefore, 
WO God, we may from this moment, as the 
ſoldiers of brit, reſiſt all evil, and never 
Wore open our breaſt to any thing injurious. 
Wto that cleanneſs of heart, which is the prepa- 
ation of ſuch ſouls, as are to ſee thee, their 
"a WG od. Grant alſo we may no more become 
mpatient, but that from this time, we may 
Hollow the Goſpel, and this day's example 
fit, in labouring by patience to poſſeſs our 
9 fouls, and in gaining heaven that way, in 
ich Chriſt has promiſed it. 
R. Hear us, O God, in this our petition-: 
id now by purity and patience, may Wwe Aa- 
yy labaur to obtain thy promiſes. 
Be merciful to us, O God, and rauchiafe 
bear us, that we may receive the benefit 
WP: this day's feſtival : That we may no more 
o on in the ways of our uſual weaknels, 


hich divides us from thee, but in the 
Vol. XV. | i 


— 
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ways of thy Saints, which being the way of | 
thy only Son, can alone bring us to the 
happy poſſeſſion of thee. 

Pray for us, holy mother of God. | 
R. That we may be made worthy of the 


promiſes of Chriſt. 
| Let us Pray. 


RANT, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 
that we, thy ſervants, may enjoy 
perpetual health both of mind and body; 
and by the interceſſion of B. Mary, ever 
Virgin, be delivered from preſent evils, and 
come to the poſſeſſion of everlaſting com- 
forts. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
Son. 4 


ON FRID AVS. 


Hs day being the weekly remembrance «f 
-* Chrifs paſſion, when he offered himſelf a 
ſacrifice on the croſs, for our Salvation; let u 
- accordingly humble ourſelves this day in faſting, 
and now give thanks, and direct our prayers. 
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On Friday, _ 459 
Loet us pray. 


O thee, O Eternal God, be praiſe and 

everlaſting 'Glory, for thy infinite love 
and mercy to man, in fending thy only Son 
to become our ſacrifice, to ſuffer the moſt 


ignominious death on the croſs, by this 


means to overcome ſin and death, to repeal 
the ſentence paſſed againſt us, to obtain 
pardon of our iniquities, to reconcile us with 
thee, our God, and to open the way of ſal- 
vation, which, otherwiſe, had been for ever 
ſhut againſt us. 7 „ab 
For this thy goodneſs to us, praiſe be to 


thee, O God, from all thy creatures, both 
in heaven and earth; but more eſpecially 


from us, who have been redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb, who having been 
once the children of wrath, are now rege- 
nerated through Chriſt, and by his ſufferings 


adopted thy children, and made co-heirs 


with him to eternal glory. 

May we therefore, O God, who, unworthy 
of all bleſſings, have been made partakers 
of the greateſt of bleſſings, of bleflings infi- 


Nite, unſpeakable, incomprehenſible, may we 


for ever be mindful of thy mercy, and with 


grateful hearts at all times expreſs our thanks - 


but more particularly on this day, when, by 
by the church's appointment, we are called 


0} Un 


- praiſe thee with our hearts, may we praiſe 


| omit our thankſgiving to thee, O Jeſus, 0 


away bound as a malefactor. R. We bow 
down before thee, O Jeſus, we adore aud give 
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to the remembrance of Chriſt's death on the 
croſs, and of his facred blood, which waz 
the price of our redemption. On this day 
may we praiſe thee with our-lips, may we 


thee in our repentance, may we praiſe thee 
with our faſts, and in all Chriſtian ways 
confels the greatneſs of this mercy. 

But in this day's homage, we muſt not 


Lamb of God, who gaveſt thy life for us, 
and didſt ſubject thyſelf to the loweſt 
egree of contempt, that we might become 
glorious in heaven. For this thy infinite 
ove to us ſinners, and for all the difficult 
ways, by which thou didſt effect our redemp- 
tion, we bow down, and with the ſentiments 
of an humble gratitude adore thy good- 
Rn 
For thy bloody ſweat and afflicting agony 
5 the garden. R. We bow down before thee, 
eſus, we adore and give thee thanks. 5 

or being taken priſoner, and carried 


thee thanks. F 

For being accuſed falſely, and by a ſervant I 
{truck on the face. R. Wo bow down before 
et 9 Jeſus, we adore and give theethanks. i 
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par and give thee thanks. 
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For being deſpiſed- by Herod, and cloth- 
ed in the livery of contempt. R. We bow 
down before thee, O Jeſus, wwe adore and give 
lee thanks. 

For en at a pillar and crown- 
ed with thorns. We bow down before thee, 
O Jeſus, we adore and give thee thanks... © 

For being condemned to death, and hav- 
ing Barabbas preferred before thee, R. We 
bow down before thee, O' Feſus, we adore and 


For being led as a-theep to the laughter, 
and —__ under the weight of the croſs. 
bow dun” before theo, 0 Feſur, 08 


| wo thee thanks. 


For being with cruelty nailed to the MY 
and fuffering between. two thieves: R. We 
Boro down before thee, O * eſus, we adore and 
give these thanks. 

For bein g blaſphemed by wicked undeliew. 
ers in the midſt of all thy ſufferings. R. 
Ne bow down before thee, O Feſus, we adore 
and give thee thanks. 

For giving up the ghoſt on the croſs, 26d 
dying a ſacrifice for our redemption. _ R. 
We boy down before thee, O Jeſus, we adore 
and give thee thanks. 

For all whatever thou ſufferedſt from the 
garden of Gethſemani, till chou gaveſt up 
thy laſt breath on the croſs. R. We bow 

U nj 


462 On Fridays. 
down before thee O Ye N, we adore and give 
thee thanks. wy 
For all theſe effects of thy charity, for us 
finners, that we might be reſcued from the 
wer of hell, and have all things prepared 
for our being happy with thee for ever: 
Bleſſed, O Jeſus, be thy holy Name: Bleſſed 
adored and magnified be thy goodnels for 
ever. Amen. © 
But now, O moſt gracious Redeemer, 
while we commemorate what thou haſt ſuffer. 
ed for us, grant we may find the effects of 
thy ſacred paſſion in our fouls, and that the 
benefit of it may be our perpetual comfort. 
Grant, that the infinite love thou haſt 
ſbew ed, in ſuffering ſo much. and ſhedding 
thy blood for us, may powerfully draw our 
hearts to thee, and oblige us to love thee 
with all our hearts. R. Hear us, O fe eſus, 
and grant wwe may thus love thee. ; 
Grant, that ſeeing thee, our Head, ſuffer 
all manner of affliction and torments, we 
likewiſe, thy members, may not be fur. 
riſed at any thing that afflicts; but till 
bour to ſuffer all Vith patience, according 
to the example thou haſt ſet us. R. Hear 


ut, O Jefus, and grant we may learn to ſuffer 
with Patience. 


Grant, that as thou, who art the God of 
wifdom, didſt bear the worſt of contempt: 


] 
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with ſubmiſſion and ſilence; ſo We, who are 
vile worms and finners, may no more be im- 

atient at contempts, but bear them with an 
— ſilence, according to the example 
thou haſt ſet us. R. Hear us, O Jeſus, and 
grant we may bear all contempts with Hun ia 4 
and ſilence. 

Grant, that as thou, who art the i innocent 
Lamb, and God of SanQtity, waſt falſely 
acenſed. and condemned as a malefactor; 
ſo we, who are ſinners, may not wonder, 
if we are accuſed wrongfully ; but bear it 
all with ſubmiſſion to the will of our heaven- 
ly Father, according to the example thou 
haſt ſet us. R. Hear us, O Jeſus, and grant 
we may be patient under falfe accuſations. © 
Grant, that as thou, O Jeſus, waſt for- 
ſaken by all; hadſt thy head pierced with 
thorns, thy hands and feet wit nails, thy 
whole body covered with wounds, and 
no place whereon to reſt thy facred head : 
So we, under all uneaſineſs, may remember 
thee, our Head ; and when we think ourſelyes 
forſaken, may then ſeek comfort in the re- 
ſemblance, 5 have with thee, our Lord. 
R. Hear us, O Jeſus, and grant, that thy ar- 
Jaken tate may be the comfort of all our diftreſs. 
= Hear us, G Bleſſed Redeemer, and by thy 
= ſacred paſſion, grant theſe our requeſts ; 
grant by the blood thou didſt ſhed, for us, 
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chat we may be in all things humble, patient 
and reſigned, and that under alt difficultic 
we may ſtill remember that we are the mem. 
bers of a ſuffering Head. 


On Fridays. 


May this be the effect of thy (fila on 


our ſouls, at all times, but — on 
this day, when we commemorate thy ſuffer. 
ings. Wherefore we befeech: thee, O Lord, 
on this day, to grant us ſuch a true govern. 
ment of ourſelves, that nothing of paſſion, 


or impatience, or contention, or reſentments, 
or complaints, be found in us; but that we 


may manage both our outward and inward 
man with ſuch moderation. humility, meek- 
- neſs, patience. and umverſal clarity, as to 


ſhew our faith in thee, our crucified Redeem. 


er, and give proof of the power of thy facred 
blood in our ſouls. 


Grant likewiſe, O Jefus, that on this day, 
when we adore thee ſuffering for our ſins, ve 


may be watchful againſt all kinds of ſin, and 
labour to overcome all that corruption in us, 
which leads to fin. 

Hence, © Eord, may we indulge no 
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inclination, that is in favour of corruption, | 


or of any weakneſs ; but make oppoſition 


all that is humbling; our ſinful tongue 


againſt it. May we oppoſe our pride with 2 


with filence ; our idle humour with works 


of charity and retirement; our intemperate 
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appetite with penitential faſting; our, ſelf. 
love with ſelf denials; our worldly fpirit 
with recollection, prayer and reading; and 
our impatience with an univerſal ſubmiſ. 
ſion to all that 1 is uneaſy and contradicting 
to us. 

In this method, O Jeſus, may we fight 
againſt corruption, and be induſtrious to 
puniſh. and prevent ſin in ourſelves, which 
we ſee, with fuch rigor, puniſhed in thee, 
our ſuffering Redeemer.- 

But above all, may we labour, this day, 
by the fruit of thy paſſion, to obtain par- 
don of all our paſt ſins, and by thy facred 


blood to be waſhed from ids gue e 


our iniquities. 

Hear us therefore: O Lord, for this end | 
for behold; now we humble ourſelves: bb. 
fore thee on the. croſs, and beſeech thee by 
all thou: haſt fuffered for us, to thew "— 
and forgive us our ſins: 

By all thy humiliations * con- 
tempts. 

By the falſe accuſations And re- 
proaches advanced againſt thee: 

By thy crowned head : 

By thy bleeding ſhoulders : 

By thy pierced hands: 

By thy nailed feet: 
By thy opened fide: Bhs 
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By * forſaken ſtate: O Lord, forgive us. 

By all the blood thou _ ſhed or us: 
O Lord, forgive u. 

By thy death on the N 0 Lord, 
Forgive us. 

Forgive us, O Lord; we beſeech thee, 
and now by thy ſacred paſſion thew mercy 
to us that have no hope, but through thee; 
as by thee we have been redeemed, ſo by 
thee we may be ſaved. Amen. 


Let us Pray. 


| | Jeſus Chriſt, Son of the Living 
God, who at the ſixth hour, w 

nailed to the croſs, for the redemption of 
the world, and did{t ſhed thy precious 
blood, tor the forgiveneſs of our ſins: We 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, that being de- 
parted this life, we may by thee be received 
into everlaſting joys. Who livelt and reigneſt. 


LIT ANFE'S8. 


Fox SUNDAY. 
ORD, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, hear us. 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us; 
God the Father of heaven; 
God the Son, Redeemer of the 
world; 
God the Holy 


Ghoſt; 


didſt ariſe from the dead; 
Jeſus, who on the ſame day didſt 


put on a life immortal; 
Jeſus, who on the ſame day qt 


Apoſtles; 

Jeſus, who on the ſame day 
open the eyes of the two Diſciples 
going to Emmaus ; 

Jeſus, who on the ſame day didſt 
comfort thy Apoſtles, and give them 


Jeſus, who on "his day. of the week 


appear to Mary Magdalen, and to the | 
didſt 


— 
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thy peace ; 
Uy 
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Jeſus, who an the: ſame, day,did&Þ- 


confirm thy Apoſtles: in the faith of 
the reſurrection, by ſnhewing thy hands 
and thy feet; 

Jeſus, who on the ſame day didſt 
breathe on thy Apoſtles, and give 
them the Holy Ghoſt 


Jeſus, who on the ſame day didſt | 


open their underſtanding to know the 
{criptures ; + - 


Jeſus, who on the fame day didſt | 


give them power to forgive ſins ;: 

Jeſus, who on the ſame day didſt 
ſend the Apoſtles upon their miſhon, 
and commandedſt them to go and teach 
all nations; 


Jeſus, who on a Sunday didſt con- 


deſcend to the weakneſs of St. Thomas, 


and by the evidence of thy ſacred | 


wounds didſt heal his unbelief; 


Jeſus, who on a Sunday didſt ſend 
down the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, 
and thus prepare them tor laying the | 


foundation of thy church; 


Jeſus, who on the fame day didſt | 


move thy . Apoſtle Peter to preach the 


firſt chriſtian ſermon to the Fews | 


2 


| | 


bid As . — 
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to the converſion of three thou- 


ſand; J 


| Bemevcifulito us: Spade any? O Fefſus:' 

Be merciful to us: Hear us, O Ne,. 

From the abuſe of this day, which we 
are commanded to keep 3 Deliver * 
O Jeſus. 5 

rom goth and: indevotion: Deliver ws 
0 Jes. 

From the negle@ of prayer, 420 * thy 
ſacred word: Deliver us, O Jeſus. 

From all occaſions of mien this 
day: Deliver ut, O Feſus. 

From whatever is an offence to God, | 
or a ſcandal to the weak : Deliver tur, 0 
Mr.. 5 
— Me beſcech thee, . 5 

That we may have thy grace to ſanctify 
this day, as thou haſt commanded. __ 
beſeech thee, hear us... 

That-we may this day labour to 1 to 
a new life. Me beſeech thee, hear m. 
That we may, 'this day, examine into 
the ſtate of our fouls, and reſolve. to amend: 
W whatever is diſpleaſing to thee. * We: beſeechi 
bcc, hear ur. 

= That we may be converted from all our 
Wy evil ways, and by a ſincere repentance 
obtain thy peace. We beſeech thee, hear us. 
That we may, this day, be lo ſtrength- 
ened in our faith, as to bend our whole 
"> deavours upon. ſeckiag thoſe eternal goods 

; U vi. 
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which faith teaches us, an oy by faith. 
We beſeech thee. hear uw. 

That thy Holy Spirit would, this day, 
deſcend and take poſſeſſion of our hearts, 
and fo confirm us in every duty, that no 
earthly conſiderations may be able to pre. 
vail againft us to the tranſgreſſion of thy 
law. Me beſeech thee, hear ut. 

That we may, this day, join with the 
Bleſſed above, in praiſing, adoring and 
praying to thee, and prepare our ſouls to 
celebrate, with them, an eternal ſabbath, 
We befeech thee, hear us. 

That we 'may not give this day to earth 
or ſelf-love, which is conſecrated to hea- 
ven, but employ it in ſuch exerciſes as may 
raiſe our hearts above creatures, and unite 
them to thee by love, who art our only 
Sovereign, and Everlaſting Good. Il 
beſeech thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe graciouf) 
to hear us, and grant theſe our petitions. 
We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Son of God; We beſeech thee, hear ur. 

Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins 
of the world; Spare us, O Lord. 2 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins 
of the world ; Hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb. of God, who takeſt away the ſins 
of the world ; Have mercy on us. | 
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Chriſt, hear us. 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 


: () GOD, the Protector of all that hope 


in thee, without whom nothing can 
have either ſtrength or holineſs, multiply 
thy mercy;. we beſeech thee, upon us, that 
thou being our Governor, and our Guide; 
we may ſo paſs through. the goods of this 
life, as not to loſe thoſe which are eternal. 
O God, who manifeſteſt thy Almighty 
Power principally by thy goodneſs and mercy, 
multiply, we beſeech thee, thy mercies upon 
us, that advancing in the way of thy promiſes, 
we may come to the poſſeſſing life everlaſting. 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
FEET 


ON THE FESTIVAL OF OUR REDEEMER. 
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THE Lilanies of the Name of Jeſus. 
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On, T¹Y Day, or A Hoty, AxckL. 
ORD, have mercy on us. 


L Chriſt, have mercy on us.. 
Tori, have mercy, on us. 
Chriſt, hear us. . 
Chriſt, graciqufly hear us. 
God the Father of heaven; Have mery 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world; 
Have merry on us. 

God the Holy Ghoſt; Have merey an 16. 

Holy Trinity, One God; enen Wi 

St. Michael, Prince of the heavenly * | 

boſt ;; e 

Who. didſt fight in heaven with the 

dragon ; 
| Who dt caſt the dragon with his 
apoſtate angels from heaven; 

00 ho dil uting with the devil, didſt 
contend fer the body of Mo/es- ; 

St. Gabriel, who didſt reveal the 
viſion to Daniel; 

Who didſt deſcend with Kaare and 
his companions into the fiery furnace, 
and defend them from the flames; 50 

Who didſt foretel to Zachary the birth | 


and office of. St. John. the Baptiſt ;. ) 
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| | ſtone from the ſepulchre ; 3 |. 8 
I of Chriſt's refurrection; gl 


wen of good-will ; 


in the deſert when the tempter was de- 
W parted from him; 


W his agony ; [ 


Who being fent from God to the 
virgin Mary, lt declare to her the 
incarnation of the eternal Word; 

S. Raphael, one of the ſeven ſpirits | 
who aſſiſt before the throne of Gd, 

Wha waſt a faithful guide to 7˙ by in | 
his way; | 
Who didſt deliver Sarah from. vat 
evil ſpirit ; wg 

Who didſt cure 7 oby of his bündgeſbg 

Holy angels, who ſtruck the people of: ' 
Sodom with blindneſs ; 

Who gave the law to Mo n ch 

Who always adore' and Ang holy, 
holy, holy, before the throne of God; 

Holy angel, who pobllied the birth! | 
of Chriſt to the ſhepherds ; * 

Holy angels, who at the birth" of | 
Chriſt fang glory to God, and peace to 151 


— anal 


Holy angels, who miniſtered to-Chrift | 


| 
Holy angel, who comforted Chriſt in y 5 


54 angel, who rolled away the +277 
Holy angels, who publiſhed the froth 


Dad 


EE 
7 — 
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- 


_ aſcended into heaven, appeared to his 


the juſt ; 
guarded from all evil; 
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Diſciples 
Holy angels, who delivered the Apoſ- 
tles out of priſon.; z 


r 


priſon, and — the hands of Herod ; 

Holy angels, who carried Lazarus 
into 2 s boſom ; 

Holy angels, who have undertaken to 
be our guardians; 

Holy angels, who always ſee the face 
of our Father who is in heaven; 


Holy angels, who rejoice upon one | 


foner doing penance ;z | | 
Holy angels, miniſtring ſpirits who 
always do the will of God: 

Holy angels, who at the laſt day, ſhall 
ſeparate the wicked from the al of 


That by thy holy angels we wer be ö 


That by thy holy angels we may 
be delivered from all blindneſs; 
That by thy holy angels we may be 
ſecured againſt all the aſſaults of evil 


ſpirits; 


| 


| 


— —_— — 
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That by thy holy angels we may be | 


defended i in time of temptation.z. 
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That by thy holy angels we may be 


; directed in all difficulties:; 


That by thy holy angels we may be! 


W comforted in all troubles ; 


That by thy holy angels we may * | 


ed in the ways of thy commandments ; 


That by thy holy angels we may be 


W ſeparated from the company of the 
W wicked ; 
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That by thy holy angels we may be 


preſerved from all the ſnares of ſin; 


That by thy holy angels we may be 


defended againſt all our enemies; 


That by thy holy angels our prayers 


may be preſented before thy throne; 


That by thy holy angels we may be 1 
comiorted and ſtrengthened at the hour 


of our death ; 


That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe gradi- | 


ouſly to hear us; 
Son of God; 


a 
Lamb of God who takeſt away the ſins of 


the world: Spare us, O Lord. 
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1 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins of 


world : Hear us, O Lord. 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the * of 


he world: Moni mercy on Us. 


Chriſt, hear us. 


AN Chriſt, * hear us. 


earth. 


Haſt ordained thy holy angels to be ou 
guardians : : Grant to us thy petitioners, that 


| 1225 Jeſus, Chriſt, thy So 


L 


Let us Fray. 


God, ve with wonderful 7D haſt 
ordained the fervices of angels and 
men : Mercifully grant, that they who mini. 


{ter to thee 1 in heaven, may protect us here ot 3 


Wot 


O God, who by thy merciful Providence, 


we may be defended by their protection, and 
be partakers of their go Ra Our 


8 


Ox' THE Dar o AN APOSTLE, or Evan 


ORD, Have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. | 
Chriſt, hear us. 7 ; 
Chriſt, gractouſly hear us. = 
God the Father of heaven; Have mercy ug 


Us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 


God the Holy Ghoft ; Have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God; Hare mercy on ui 


P 
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| Bleſſed 5 Saint N. Apoſtle (Apoſtles) . 
of our Lord; - 

Wo left all to follow Chriſt; - 
= Who were ſent as ſheep. in the midſt. 

of wolves ; | 

wo were hated by all for the name | 

Jof Chriſt; | 
uno were ſent to preach the HOP 
Wof Chriſt ; 

Who were choſen out of the world 

Wo be the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; 
= Who were taken from amongſt men 
appear in Chriſt's ſtea J, and to diſ- 
Penſe the myſteries of God; 
= Who by Chriſt's appointment were 
he 15 of the world, and ſalt of the P. 
Fart 4 
: Rho were perſecuted for the ſake of: 
Wb 
| Who rejoiced in being thought | 
Worthy to ſuffer reproach for the 
ame of Jeſus ; E 
= Who being baſe and ignoble, accor- | | 
: ing to the fleſh, were choſen by Chriſt | 
+ confound the wiſdom and power of | 
8 


2 world ; 
= Who being clothed with virtue from 
ove, and confirmed by the Holy 
hoſt, preached Chriſt without fear; 
Who obeyed God rather than men; 


C 


Who with great power teſtified the } 7 
rebieveRion of Jeſus Chriſt; — 214 
Who gave your lives for Chriſt; N 
Who ſhall fit with Chriſt at the laſt k 
day to judge the twelve tribes of /-ael ; ) 5 


Be merciful to us; Spare us, O Lord. 

From diſobedience to thy church; 

From all contention with the paſtors 
of thy church ; 


From ſpeaking evil of thoſe who are 0 
in dignity; BY 
From obſtinacy againſt thy ruth; 0 
From being too wiſe in our own > 
conceits; : 
From deſpiſing thoſe who are com- : 
miſſioned from Chriit ; | 
From all errors of education or 
cuſtom ; 3 J 


From raiſing perſecution againſt tha 
whom thou haſt ſent; O Lord, deliver u. 
From avoiding thoſe who would teach i N 
the way of ſalvation; O Lord, deliver us 
We finners : We beſeech thee, hear us. 5 
That thou wouldeſt give us thy grace h 1 
follow in all things the doctrine of the 1 ; 
tles; We beſeech thee, hear us. E 
That with thy Apoſtles we may forlake 1 
things of this world, rather than loſe th: 
Me <q thee, hear 105. N 


Ive 
It 
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That, like thy Apoſtles we may retain the 
mildneſs of ſheep, even when amongſt wolves; 
We beſeech thee, hear us. 
That with thy Apoſtles we may dae a 

zeal for our e s good, and do all we 
Can for his ſalvation ; We beſeech thee, hear un. 
That we may never give ſcandal to any 
neighbour, nor lay a ſtumbling block in his 
way by our ill example; ; Me beſeech thee, 
hear us. 
= That we may have courage, like the Apol- 
tles, to profeſs the faith of Chriſt, and never 
Wthrough any weakneſs deny him; We beſeech 
hc, hear us. 
hat we may bear reproaches, calumnies, 
Wand whatever perſecution befals us, with the 
Wpatience and courage of the Apoſtles; We 
beſcech hee, hear us. 
= That we may learn with the Apoſtles to 
Whave comfort in tribulation, and to rejoice in 
uffering for the fake of Chriſt ; We beſeech 
bee, hear us, 

That following ſuch guides, who gave their 
Wives for Chriſt, we may no more be diſturbed 
mth ordinary provocations; but learn, like 
hem, in patience to poſſeſs our ſouls; ; We 
e We/eech thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe in thy mercy 
Wo preſerve thy church, and fulfil all thy 
promiſes to it; We beſeech thee, hear us. 
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- That thou wouldeſt protect all thoſe rn 
ſucceed in the Apoſtolic function dnt | 
them from all — and vi hem 4 
ſpirit and zeal of the Apoſ e beſeech 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to have 
mercy on all thoſe. people or nations, who by 
hereſy or ſchiſm have cut themſelves off from 
the unity of thy church; We ögſeech ther, 
bear us. 

That thou wouldel have compaſſion on all 
barbarous-nations throughout the world, and 
raiſe up ſuch Apoſtolic ſpirits, by which they 
may be happily brought to the knowledge of 
thee and thy Chriſt ; We beſzech thee, hear us, 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to proted 
and bleſs all thoſe, who ſucceeding in the . 
Apoſtolic function, are labouring throughout 
the world for the good of their neighbours 
fouls ; We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe graciouſly ts 
hear us; We beſeech thee, hear us. 8 Ch 
Son of God; We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of fake 
the world; Shave as, O Lord. 1 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of bul⸗ 
the world ; Hear us, O Lord. | 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins chat 
the world; Have. mercy on us. F 
Chriſt, Hos us. N 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. La 
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- ORD: have mercy on . 

Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

| = Lord have mercy on us. 
T 77 6 2021 
Gu el hear was; "248 tf n 
God the Father of heaven; Have merey 
#9 e 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world ; 
Have mercy on us. 

od the Holy Ghoſt; Have mercy * 1. 
Joly Trinit ' one. God; "Have 77 9 on 


Bleſſed. Sant N. martyr. of Jeſus h 
Chriſt ; 7 
Ko ſuffered perſecution | fo juſtice 
Wake; . 
Who ftodd conſtum under many TY | 
bulations 8 
Who hated your le i in "this Send: 
chat you might keep it for lite eternal; 
Who glotied in the Soak of "PRs 
Vol. XV. * 


*. 


48s, Litanies-\ 
Who ſuffered with Chriſt, that you 
might be e With 35 * Wy 4, 
Who, ei F tribulation, nor dif- |. 
treſs, nor per lion "could. be ſeparated 
"ie ik . 


© counted all things a as dung, ſo 


you might win Chriſt, APs foung i . 


him; 


ee the reproach of Chrid, 
1 riches than the treaſures. of, 


| L 45 54 1 
Who choſe rather to ſuffer Alliclten, 


of <njoy ſhe cba of in for a Jea- | 


8 J | your. falferings,” Keoked| 
upon Jeſus, Be Author and Finiſher of 
your 
q Who yall your rohes white in tue 55 

ood. of the Lamb; N 
it] have your 88 Rn in. 

V and are nom before the hes 

yg 5 him day and night in 
15 e, 

E merciful to us; Spard ts, 0 174. 
rom all kind o align and | atience; Me; 

0 a Le, [of 5 | 

From all mumuring and ward diſtur 
bance ;., 0. Lord, deliver ur. | 
From all immoderate grief, and dejc tot f 
of ſpirit 50 Lord, deliver us. N 


3 
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oh pride FRY le. 
love; 0 Fi de 3 es 


From all fretting and Uineafinel of a gall. 
ed mind; O Lord, deliver un. 

From anger, hatred, contention, and i 
will; O Lord, deliver us. - 

We ſinners : We beſeech thee, hear iu. | 

That thou wouldeſt youchſafe to give us 
Wpatience under all the difficulties of our ſtates. 
WTe beſeech thee, hear ur. 

That thou wouldeſt ſo eſtabliſh us by thy 
race, as not to be diſturbed, at ordinary 
Wrovocations ; We beſeech thee, hear the, | L. 

That we may preſerve a contented mind 
nder all the evils that befal us; We befeech 


oer, bear ur. 
That we may learn the) pirit of the croſs, 


r 


Ind bear every weight according to the exam: 


le of the martyrs; We beſeech thee, hear us. 
hat we may not fink, or be faint-hearted 
nder our trials; We beſeech thee, hear uu. 
That we may faithfully refift all motions 
Kimpatience, anger and inward erde Y 
m 117721 thee,. bear us. _ l - 

| That we may conſider thy Rant. and adore 
y Providence 4n all the troubles of "this" 
e; We beſeech thee, bear 16. 
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That we may learn to make a good uſe 
of all our trials, and by our humble fſubmiſ 
ſion engage thy mercy to uk 3 We oeſerch the 
hear us. | 

That thou wouldeſt vouchfale to haje 

compaſſion on all thoſe who are in trouble, 
and ſend them both comfort and help, ac. 
cording to Weir neceſſities; : We beſeech thee 
hear 116. 
That thou wouldeſt couchiale to gin 
rength to all that are in diſtreſs, and merci. 
tully ſupport them. againſt all temptations ; 
W. e beſecch thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldeſt particularly aſſiſt al 
thoſe who are under perſecution for the 
faith, and give them courage to ſuffer al 
extremities, rather than act againſt their 
conſcience ; We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldſt vouchſafe graciouſly t 
— us; Me beſeech thee, hear us. 
Son of God; We beeſeech thee, hear us. 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins d 
the world, Spare ur, 0 Lord. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of 
the world, Hear us, O Lord. 


Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of B 
the world, Have Mercy on us. hri 
Chriſt, \ hear Us. V 


Ori, V graciouſly hear us, 


Litaniee. 2, 


Le ws Prop. 


185 hard to our Gekas Al- 
mighty God, and becauſe the weight 
of our own actions is an oppreſſion to us, 
may the glorious interceſſion of Bleſſed N. 
thy holy martyr, be a protection to us. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, dos Son. 


* 
F * 
* * 0 ” 
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we 
On THE Day or MANY Manrvns, | 


ORD, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt; have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, hear us. 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 
God the Father of heaven, Have merey on 
J. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on ut. 

God the Holy Ghoſt, Hoop mercy on iu. 
Holy Trinity, one God, Have Mywoy on 
7. 
Bleſſed Saint N. and N martyrs of Jeſu 
hriſt, Pray for ut. 


Who deſpiſed your lives hs ca- ke, 
Fray for us. 
xX * 
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'Who:reckoned-not-the: ſufferings 
- this preſent time worthy: to be compare 
with the glory to come, 6 | 


- Who ſo nba as G wit ae | | 


"4 a 


Who faffeted. many ailations; that | : 


you might enter into the Wc of 
Htaven, 1 
Who choſe t to 5 0 all fas; Chriſt, 


Who had the ſufferings of Chriſt | 


| abpunding 3 in you, | 
Who were partakers of the ſufferings | 
of Chriſt; 
Who were troubled on every ſide, | 
and yet not diſtrefled, ? 
Mo were perſecuted, but not for: | 
ſaken, | 
Who had the life of Jelus manifeſted | 
in your bodies, | 
Who did bear in your bodies, the | 
Aren of our Lord Jeſus, 


WMbo fainted not, while the outyrard | 


man periſned, | 
Who choſe affliction, which! is: but for 
a moment that you might gain that eter- | 


nal weight of glory which it worketh. 


Who in all your fufferings, looked 
not at the things which are ſeen, but at 


thoſe which are not ſeen, 


1 2 . 


eternal. 


and ad 
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| Who Tejoietd in reproaches, in necef-/ 
fies, in erfecunons,: in pr for - 
Chriſt's fa 3 a frm nat if 

Who had patience 1585 crelibllaiiins; 
that you might be counted worthy of 
the kingdom of God, 

Who choſe to ſuffer with Chriſt, i 
that you reign with him, H 

Be merciful to us; Spare us, 0 Tord. | 

From all weakneſs of paffon and} 


r, | | 

"From lt alt degrees of inipatience, 0 | 

From yielding to the motions of a fret. | 
ful and vexatious temper, 

rom all bus of reſentments and ill 
will. 5 $1 | 

From hearkniti to the arguments of | 
an exceptious'nature, 

From cowihinck, faint-heartedneſs, 
and exceſſive fears, 

From yielding to melancholy, oppreſs | 
hon of ſpirit, and to inward darkneſs, 

From all that deſtroys peace and” pa- 
tience in our ſouls, J. 

We ſinners: Ie befeech thee, Jon 1 
That we may learn to make a good uſe of 
all the trials thou art pleaſed to ſend 4s. | in 
this uy j * ther, bear ur. K 20 
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* 
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: That e may conſider, all Our troubles N 
part of the — which Chriſt has command. 
ed us to take up; We beſcccb thee, hear us, 

That we may no more turn our croſſes to 
fin by our impatience. 3+ We ank thee, hear 
Ut, 

That we may not loſe thee. under our. erols, 

where theMartyrs have found We Me beſeech 

thee, (hear US « A - {31.6 
That in time of trouble we. may alway 

lift up our eyes to thee, and behold. that 

everlaſting crown, thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe who ſuffer with patience: ö Ma beſeech 
thees. hear us. 

That in time of trouble we may r no more 
ie nature, and be led by it into ſin, but 
be directed by faith, to the Ee. an advan- 
tage of all we 17 Me beſeech thee, hear us, 

That we may put on the ſpirit of meeknels 
and bear all provocations as becomes the 
| Diſcples of Chriſt; We beſeech thee, bear us, 

That we may put on the bowels of true 
charity, and do good to thoſe who reproach 
and injure us, Ne beſeech thee, hear us. 

That we may not-provoke authority againſt 
us by any. evil action, nor ever fail in our 
duty to magiſtrates, even when we ſuffer 
wrongfully; We befeech thee, hear us. 

That we may be rather willing to part W 

awth liberty and life, than deny Chriſt betore 
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men, or the truth he has Mga ; We beſtec® 
thee, hear ut HTYF. A 1. * 

That thou wonldeſt Please to ſhew merey 
to all thoſe, who throughout the world ſufler 
for the truth, and give them the courage of 
Martyrs ; We beſcech thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldeſt pleaſe to have couibaC- 
ſion on all- thoſe, who are in trouble, whats - 
ever their affliction be, and mereifully teach 
them to bear their roſs. tb their ſouls advan- 
tage; We beſeech thee, hear us. x 

That thou wouldeſt pleaſe to help us in all 
our infirmities, and give us thy grace to bear 
all the difficulties of our ſtate with patience, 
and to perſevere to the end; We ane ery 
hear us. . 

That thou wouldeſt wouchiabe ping to 
hear us; We beſeech thee, hear ur. 

Son of God; Me beſeerh thee, hear 1. 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins of 
the world; Spare us, O Lord. : 

Lamb of God, that takeſt ay the fins of 
the world ; Hear us, O Lord.- | 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of | 
the world; Have mercy on ut. 

Chriſt, hear us. 

Chriſt, e hear us. 
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1e Pray. 


cop, who FR with the 
year emnity of thy holy M 

N. and N. Merciiully grant, that A ee 
= in their triumphs, ſo we may be en. 


aged by their examples. Through o our 
Lon Jeſus Chr, Ay SON. f be 
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o THE Dax OF A Hoy unos. 
ORD, have mercy on us. * 
L Chriſt, have mercy, on us. | 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, hear us. 

Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 3 

God the, Father of heaven; Have mercy 
en ut. 


God the Son, Redeemer of the world; 


Have mercy on us. 


., God the Holy Ghoſt ; Have mercy on us. 
\ Traits, one God; | Have mercy on 


Bleſſed Saint N. Paſtor of Chriſt's E 
church, 1 
Who had the care committed to you! D 
of our Lord's vineyard, 8 
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Who did not take to you the Rows; 
but was called by God: #-Aaron, 

Who by the Holy Ghoſt was made 
overſeer, to feed the htrchi'sf God, 

Who, as aà good and faithful ſervatit, 
was pliced* dver the houſholil! of Gu 


Lord,” VEE 327 mnie ie rr op! 


Who, ts a oo ſhepherd; 
like for your — E nr Nes 

Who faithfully watched over your LIP 
figck, as onE'that was to yivean accotint' N 
of their ſouls, 

Who by moderation, vigilancy, — N 


bo 
* 


holineſs of life, honoured your min | J 
Who became all to ll ſo to 7 1 all, | 
Who taught all in meekhels, aud es * 

an example to the flock, n In 


Who was a miniſter of Chriſt; and' 4 . 
diſpenſer of the myſteries of God, 

Who" [ought "the Yoſt keep, and 
brought it to the fold, 

Who * bound up that which” was 
broken, and healed that which was fick, 

Who approted yourſelf the miniſter 
of God, in 321 patience, in afflickions [- | 
and diſtreſs, | _ 

Who was a ght to the althful, i F 


word, in converlation, in charity and 4 
m ee ee a0 | 
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Who inſtructed many into juſtic now 
ſhines as a ſtar for all 5 e * 
Be merciful to us; Spare ut, Lord. 

From diſturbing che order, which 
thou haſt eſtabliſhed in thy church, 

From all diſobedience to our paſtors, 

From bringing contempt on thoſe, 
whom thou haſt put over us, 

From the abuſe or neglect of 67 
ſacred word, 
From the 'negle&t of thy worſip, * 

1 
| 


—ä— 
* 


2 doozp 9. — 5 2 


- 


From being 100 wiſe in our own con- 
| ceits, Ng 
From \alefiig thoſe things, which. 4 
belong to thy ſervice, M 
: From reviling thoſe, * who give us | 
good example, ! BY 
' From declining their | aImonitions, ö 
who are to heal us I 
We ſinners; We beſeech thee, hear 1 
That we may be zealous in maintain- 
ing the pownr, which wu haſt put over 
| us; Y 
That we may never Join in making, 
diviſionsk 
That we may follow their word and 
example, who thine as lights before 
us; 
That thou wouldeft vouehſafe to take 
into thy protection all the paſtors of 
thy church; ; J 


- 
- 
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That thou wouldeſt  achiafeto & dine . % i 
hem the ſpirit and zeal of the Ape #] 
| d of this great prelate; 315 TERS 
That thou wouldeſt n thy. Witt 
Wercy to take away all abuſes, ing | 
Womotions to church dignities; 14- mer 
W That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe, ws N N 
Wercy. to thy flock, to exclude. all 
oe from the paſtoral - charge, who 
not called by thee, and qualified, | 
chat function NF 
rat thou wouldeſt — to 
Wit all thoſe who miniſter at. thy. Al; 
WW. that they may be as ſo many lights, 
0 all things as becomes e 
wacter; 
1 hat thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to 
am all thoſe, who reſiſt the power 
Ich chou haft ordained, and who 
Voce the paſtors of thy church! 
hat thou wouldeſt youchſafe to 
mercy on us, who here make 
petitions to thee; ; tha we may be 
y one faithful in the . refpeRtive | _ 
Wations of our ſtate, and by the | 
of thy grace be watchful in every 
, as being to render an account ; | 
What thou vouldeſt mercifully a- { 
en us from all our neglects, _ 0 
us now both grace and perſeve- 


# wa 


1 


— 


— 1 — 
; CO 
* 


4 
. 
, ws 


Dan 
u reforming Whatever we lan 


hitherto careleſſy performed, whether as to 
our obligations of mh world, or the nen 
We beſeech thee, hear-us: + 
That thou 'wouldeſt ouch Maſe graci 
to hear us; Ne beſeech 
Son of God; We LC a kd 
Lamb of God; that takeſt away the fin 
of the world; Spare us, O Lord. | 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſm 
af the world; Hear us, O Lord: - 
Lamb of God, that takeſt- avay the iu us 


of: the world; Hare mercy WEI 1 9 Go 
Chrift, hear us. 122 
Chriſt racioay hear u. G0 


Lei us Proy. 

70 It, Selig 37147 4 

A RANT, we beſeech thee, Alinivk 
God, that this Holy ſolemnity of Six i 

N. thy confeſſor and biſhop, may be to | 
the increaſe of devotion; and ara 
in the way of ſalvation, Through our LugiWriſt: 


* 
198 15 
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ON THE Nl or A Conrexzon vor A 
; Ne 9 | 
ORD, hate marry on u 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mevey od us. dN 
Chriſt, hear. us. 1405 541 0 
Chriſt, graciouſly dove viel „e img 
God the Father of Rr mercy 
b ur Ae 455 wo dme | 
God the Bows edeemer of the world; 
ave mercy ON Us. 7 4694 
God the Holy-Ghoſt ; Have. mercy on ts. 
Holy Ie one God; Have mercy on 


Bleſſed Saint . confelſor of our 
ord Jeſus Qhrift. - * 
nen your croſs, and follow- 
= Chriſt, - + 
ho renounced this world, to become 8 
ol riſt's 8 diſciple; | 
Who crucified your Sell, ith all its | 
ful deſires, 
|: having put your hand to the | 8 
h, did =_ look back, 
o having put on the armour of 


* ſtood reſolutely againft the ſnares 
W the devil, | 


4 
+ 2 
. 
» 
. 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
1 
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Who hated; — of the vocation,” 
in which you were — wy 

Who being gend d the world had 
your life hid in Chriſt, 

Who chaſtiſed your body, and 
brought i it into ſubjection, 


Who fought 2 the Kingdom of 
God, and = * 
Who with Ow and trembling worked 
out your ſalvation, 
+ Who being crucified to the world, „ 
uſed it as if you uſed it not, 5 
Who laboured to enter by the narrow 
way, which leads to life, 
Who laid up to yourſelf treaſures i in 


heaven, ? 


Who loved your enemies, and did 
good-to thoſe that hated you, | 


Who being clean of heart, prepared | 


to ſee God, 


Who having been poor in ſpirit, now | 


poſſeſſes the kingdom of heaven, 
Who dwells in the houſe of our 


"578 7. LD ; 


— — 


— 


Lord, and Fraiſex. him for ever and 


ever. 
Be merciful to us; Share vs, O Lord. 


From the S of the world, 
From pride rr 

From ſinful ſelf. love ,, | 
From the love of riches, 


From the love of the world, | + 


* << 
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From ſeeking Obs fatigfadtio s of this F' 
life, 13 7 Dean, "i Fs 


—_— 
— 
* 
* 
* 


2 
i" 
* 


n living according to the fleſh; — 
From ſloth and 1 ee 2 ply A 

= From. contention, and all kind of | 8 
| uncharitableneſs, 1 oy 8. 
= From the neglect of thy. ſervice, | I 
7 r OWN ſalvation, 8 8 
From prodigality, and the contempt F 


he poor, 

We ſinners : We beſeech . hear um. 
That bebolding the converſation of the 
ats, we may imitate their faith and their 
Watience ; We beſeech thee, bear um]. 
That with this thy ſervant we may ſtrive 
enter by the narrow way; Ne en 
bee, bear us. 

That we may have a zeal for thy uw, 
Ind labour to do thy Willi in all things ; ; We 
ech thee, hear us 

That we may walk in as way of thy 
mmandments, and let nothing of this 
orld draw us from our duty ; We byſtech 
ee, hear Us, 

That we may learn to deny ouiktvery; and 
ft on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Ne 9 
Joe, Pear us. 

That we may learn to delp iſe this: world, 
Wd be afraid of all its 3 which lead- 
eo che broad way; Me beſeech thee, hear us. 


-> 52 ee 


That we ſt the G of feſuz 
Chriſt, and oy to hee by hi 5 
We 2 thee, hear uur. 

That we conſider the enga mentz 
we made os font, and be Wet in 
renouncing what we there renounced ; W 
befeech Mes, hear u. 

That we may ſeriouſly examine our om: 
ſtate, and by thy Holy Grace reſolve upon 


reforming whatever we can diſcover in w 


diſpleaſing to thee, and that puts our ſal. WF | 
tion in hazard; We-beſeech thee, hear us. to | 

That we may - undertake in earneſt the 8 
change of our lives, and never be tired in I 
uſing fuch means, as may be proper for the 
driving corruption and the world out of o L 
hearts 3 3 We beſeech thee, hear us. the 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe, in th I. 
mercy, to increaſe the number of the jul, the 
by reclaiming all. thoſe from their wickel C 
ways, who at preſent are in the way of fin; 0 


Me beſeech thee, hear us. 
That thou wouldeſt open the eyes of i 
_ thoſe chriſtians, who follow nature and te 
world more than thy Goſpel, . and mak 
them ſenſible of their HT weinen * ; 
hear we; 3:57, : 
That thou wouldeſt give A bleſſing to F d 
thoſe; who chuſing retirement and pF 
diſcipline of a ſtricter life, have taught AF 
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bow we ought) to fear! this world, and what 
W pains we ought to take for a euer z Me 
beſcech thee, hear uu... 
= That, in mercy to us here a thou 
vouldeſt vouchfate to have compaſhon on 
all our relations, friends and benefactors; 
Live perſeverance to ſuch as are juſt, and 
powerfully awaken all thoſe that are in fin, 
chat they may return into the way of lalvation, 
e beſeech thee, hear 5 | 112 e 
hat thou wouldeſt vouchſafe | 
bo hear us; We beſeech thee, hear u. 
Son of God; We beſeech thee, hear us. 
Lamb of Gad, that takeſt away the fins of 
the world; Spare us, O Lord, © - 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ans of 
the world; Hear us, O Lord, 
WW Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ons of 
the world; Have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, hear % 


Chrift, graciouſly hear us. 
Let us Pray, 


God, who refreſheſt our ſpirits with the 
yearly ſolemnity of blefled Saint N. thy 
: en grant that we WhO 
| clebrate his glory, may likewiſe imitate his 


Pre. e our ar ws, Jeſus Tus 


On THE Day or A Hort vnc. 


ORD, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, hear us. | 

_ Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 

God the Father of heaven; Have mercy 
IJ . i} 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world; 
Have mercy on us 

God the Holy Ghoſt ; "Rove mercy en ul. 

Hol Trinity, One God; Have mercy on un, 

Bleſſed Saint N. Spauſe of Chriſt, _ 

Who ſtood always prepared with oil 
in your lamp, [ 
Who choſe the better part, 0 

Who renounced all things to follow | 
Chriſt, | 

Who waſt crucified to the wail: 

Who reckoned all things as loſs ſo 
you might gain Chriſt, 


* _ 
o 
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Who laboured to enter by the drache ] 
gate, 75 | Fr 
"Who overcame the 3 0 ood, 
Who preſerved a clean heart, 4 
ri 


. Who with fear and dine worked. | 
out your ſalvation. ? 


* : a 
Who had the life of Ct manifeſt * 


ed in you, | 

= Who ſought the things that are 

above, 

= Who put on tke armour' of God, | 

= Who fought _— _ powers of 1 
W darkneſs, 

| Who was not weary in well detg, 

1 


Who was always WRC for 45 of 
oming of your Lord, 1 
Who was folicitous to bring forth 1 
| worthy fruits of penance, os 
Who took up your; croſs daily to fol- 
ow Chriſt, . 
Who always abounded in good works, 
Who uſed all diligence to make your: ; 
alling and election ſure, : 
Who had 0 er dwelling in Jour | | 
earts, 1 
Who lived not to yourſelf, but to bim 
at died for you, 
Who hated your life in this world, | 
hat you might keep it to life eternal, 
Be merciful to us : Spare us, good Lord. 
From the friendſhip of this world,” 
From admiring its vanities and falſe | 
Woods, c 
From following its corrupt ways 
From all immoderate ſelf-love, 


From OE our own inclinations, }- 


n. W 
* 


oh 
* 
o 
. 
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. raed gratifying” bur ſetles Ad ap- the f 
1 * | 10 
on being led by Encuality or | 0 Pp! 
vanity, A 
From all the dangers, and ſnares A 7 
fin, 1 = 
From the love of an irregular and ; d 
undiſciplined life, e 
E all kinds dfexceſs, 2 
That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to if thy 1 
grace, O God, whereby we may labour in ity 
earneſt in the work of our ſalvation ; We uh 
beſeech thee; hear us. % | T 
That we may make the Goſpe the rule of i | 
our life, and from hence take our meaſures of 
what is to be deſired, and what to be ayoid 170 
ed; Me beſeech thee, hear us. or” 
That! in profeſſiig to follow the Goſpel, ve Th 
may not let the world, or our own corruption WW. ir 
have the conduct of our lives; Me El: the, * 
hear us. + 
That we may ſtrictly obſerve. our ont 7 
weakneſs, and uſe all means that can be pro on 
per for ſubduing thoſe inclinations in Me 
which lead us to fin ; We beſeech thee, hear 1 a 
That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe in til ü a 
mercy, to baniſh from us, and from all i 5 
faithful, whatever is contrary to that puff T 
and cleanneſs of heart, which thou demande ov 


of us; We beſeech thee, hear us. 5 


. 503 
ouldeſt give us Sk all 
: 1.55 Kh aldch thou halt — 
Wn the Heathens, 4 5 which are the effects of 
enſual and vicious heart; We beſeechs ow, 
7 bear US. : "rtf 
W That thou wouldeſt Ss fs reſerve; oY 
7 ell Chriſiang, from the, guilt e being 
is cher 


WW. iruments of the devil, in drawing 
o ſin; We beſeech thees hear [ER 
W That thou wouldeſt mercifully x give. to all 
Wouth ſuch a Chriſtian, diſcretion, as not to 
a into ſnares, nor be pleaſed with the . : 
ers of ſin; We beſcech he Bear . r 
That thou wouldeſt give them, diſcretion, 
make a right choice of e 
day give good example, and not ead en 
to the deſtructive liberties, of a diforderly 
e; We beſeech thee, hear up. 
That thou wouldeft vouchſafe to be the 
Wcfling of all thoſe pious Virgins, who hay- 
g renounced the world, have choſen Chriſt 
bus for their Spouſe; We beſeech thee, hear us. 
That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to be the 
otector of all others who are in the world!; 
e them a ſenſe of true piety, give them 
arge to withſtand all evil, 2 may they 
nothing without conſulting thy Holy Will; 
" "WE be/cech thee, bear us. 
? | That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe Se 
| hear us We beſeech thee, hear us | 


2 * * | — N 8 
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Son of God 1 
Lamb of God, who takeſt he 10 the fins i 27 
we world; 52 „ S 
Tamb of God, who takeſt away the {ing d 
the world; Heap ur, O Lord. A 
Lamb of God, who takeſt way ” ſins a 
the world ; Have mercy on uu. 
Chriſt, hear us. | 
Chriſt, ans hear us. FP | 


| 
* 
a 


, 4% 4 ; 1 4 
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TEAR us, 0 God, our aalvaton, ln 4 
141 we rejoice in the feſtival of thy Hoh 
Virgin Saint N. ſo we may be improved i 
the affection of ſold Piety. Through ou 
* eh Cntiſt. 
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oho, have mercy on us. | 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have merey on us al 

- Chriſt, hear us. ; 

- Gkriſt graciouſly hear us. 

_ God the Father of Ha wh Have net 

en ut. N | 0 


% 


w_ * ä a * 
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God the gon. Redeemer of he world, 


Have mercy on ut. 


God the Holy Ghoſt, Have mercy on u. 


Bleſſed Saint N. faithful ſervant * 
our Lord, 

: Who wes in e alwn.in all 
Wſtates, 

S Who ſo uſed this world, as to learn 
o deſpiſe it, 


e advantage of the next, 
= Who being a widow, became a widow 
Indeed, 3 
W Who being deſolate, put your truſt. 
Gad, 

= ho ſerved God in faſting — 
Wraycr, | 
Who was hofpitable to ſtrangers, - 
Who relieved the afflicted, 
Who by your charities laid up trea- 
Wurcs in heaven, | 
Who by your example condemned 
ne vanity of the world. 

Who by your practice taught the- 
rue uſe of worldly goods, | 4 
Who walked by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
Who became a new creature in 


9 — 8 3 * * 


Who turned the loſs of this world to | 


?oͤ—ÿ 2 — — oy W 
A 


Holy Trinity, one God, Have mercy on us. 


— 
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RAe 
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hriſt, : | 
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Who through the Spirit mortified” : 


the deeds of the body, 
Who loved not the world, nor che 
things that are in the world, 


—— _ 
* 


Who loved God with all your heart, 
and with all your ſoul, | 

Who put fn the. bowels of mercy, 
humility, meekneſs and long-ſuffering, 

Who had the peace of God ruling in 
your heart, 

Who: ſet your affection on ag 
above, not on things on earth, 

Who ſuffered all things to gain 


— 
* Ad. A 


Chriſt, 
Be merciful to us; Spare us, O Lord. 
From the love of che world, 


From a vain and light heart, 

From miſ- ſpending our time, 

From miſ- ſpending our money, 

From the abuſe of thy bleſſings, 
Am a diſorderly and undiſciplined 
life, 

From the negle& of our ſalvation, 

From ſetting our hearts on the PG! 


j 
From the love of ſloth and idlenels, | 
x 


aner £2240 T 0 


of this world, 


From the negle&t of the poor, | | #4 


From forgetting the circumſtanees o 


our ſtate, 
We ſinners : We beſeech thee, hear us. 
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That we may follow the exam ple of this 
thy faithful ſervant, We befeech thee, hear us. 
That we may conſider how to make the 
beſt of thy bleſſings, We beſeech thee, hear Us, 
That me may conſider how to make atone- 
ment for our paſt diſorders, and the ill ex- 
ample we have given, We befeech thee, hear 
Us, 

That we may be convinced in earneſt of 
he folly of a worldly lite, We beſeech thee, 
hear us. 

That we may be convinced in earneſt that 
Wl! the goods, honours and fatisfaQtions of 
Whis life, are nothing but vanity, and' afflic- 
ion of ſpirit, We beſeech thee, hear ut. 

That we may be convinced in earneſt that 

Where is no true comfort on earth, but in the 
ell grounded peace of conſcience; and in 
Poing what is well-pleaſing to thee, our God, 

e beſeech thee, hear us. 

bat we may take our hearts from all 
ther ſolicitudes, and make thy ſervice and 
pur ſalvation the great buſineſs of our lives, 
e beſeech thee, hear us. 

That we may keep a ſtrict watch upon 
Porſelves, and by prudent ſelf-denials labour 
o ſubdue our corruption, to overcome the 


aut. and ourſelves, We beſeech thee, hear 
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That we may ſeparate from all that con. 
pany, and may all- thoſe cuſtoms which ar 
injurious to our good deſigns, and not agre, 
able to the diſcipline of a inen, life, IN, 
beſeech thee, bear us. 
That thou wouldeſt pleaſe to have mercy 
on, and reclaim, all thoſe, who living in 
pleaſure, are dead while 1 ive, We 0 : 
thee, hear g. | 
That thou . leaſe to be the com. 
fort and protection of all thoſe who a: 
widows. indeed, We beſeech thee, hear us. | 
That thon wouldelt pleaſe to have compi: 
ſion on all in the ſtate of widowhood; gin Wl 
them true difcretion, and teach them to make 
2 good uſe of their circumſtances, We bejted 'S 
thee, hear us. 8 | 
That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe eaacioul | 
to hear us, We beſeech thee, hear us. ; 
Son of God; Ve bęſcech ibee, hear uu. 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins d 
2 world; Stare us, O Lord,. : 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the ſins «i 
the world; Hear us, O Lord. © | 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fix W 
the world; Have mercy on us. : 
Chriſt, hear us. IEF 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 


7 ATOMS. | ! 
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15 et us Pray. Ye. 


FAR us, O God, our ſalvation, that as 
| we rejoice in the feſtival of bleſſed 
WS aint N. ſo we may be improved in the affec- 
on of ſolid piety. Through our Lord re 


riſt. 
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ORD, — mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have marey on us. | 
C us. 55 N 
God 1 heaven; 1 
: oe the Son, Redeemer of: "the | 
World; | 
W God the Holy Ghoſt ; 
Holy Trinity, one God; | 
O God Eternal, — of all things, 
Father of our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, 
Father of Glory, and Lord of —.— 
nd carth, | 
Father of mercies, and God of all 


omfort, 


Who baſt made us to thy own image, J 
Y 1 


* r 2 


ö 
« A 
| 
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SS 


510 Litanies. 


en haſt redeemed. us by oy only) 

10 
Who haſt adopted us thy children, 1 

7 haſt given thy Angels charge 
„.. 

Who haſt. encompaſſed us with all 

bleſſings, | 

Who haſt rand for us an eternal 
kingdom, ech „ 

Who haſt called us into che fellow. 

ſhip of thy Saints,” 

Who giveſt a good ſpirit to thoſe that 


N — 
r D nr 


iss 10 
Who ſheweſt mercy to thoſe that ſeck 

it, 
Who ſitteſt upon the Cherubins, | 
Who art bleſſed in * throne 4 

glory, 

Who art adored by all the bleſſed, 
Who art the'happinels of the elect, 
Who art ſerved by all creatures, 
Who permitteſt us ſinful worms to 

praiſe . name, 

Who art the comfort of our pilgri- | 
mage, and object of our hope, ] 
Be merciful to us: Spare us, O Lord. 


From the ſpirit of atheiſm, O Lid ES 


deliver us. 


From profaneneſs and irreligion 
From che COnterape. of thy » wor. 
ſhip, it; 
Baar che Abus of thoſe places, 
which are ſacred to thee, 
From all kind of irreverence in thy 
holy preſence, fy 
From the neglect of our prayers, 4 
From ſloth, coldneſs, and N \ 
tion, in time of yers, * 
From a dillipated and worldly bir b 
in time of prayer, 
From dejection and want of hope | 
in time of prayer, . 
We ſinners ; We beſeech lien Plc us... 1h 
© That we may be ever thankful for 
whatever opportunities thou art pleaſed to 
give us of meeting in thy workin, We beſeeth 
= 1c, hear us. © 
That we may lay hold of all ſuch oppor- 
tunities for thy greater glory, and the good 
of our fouls, We beſeech thee, hear us. © 
That we may ever appear before thee 
W with a ſenſe of our unworthineſs, and of 
thy. awful Majeſty, in whoſe preſence the 
iS pillars of ara GE We beſeech thee, 
bear ure. 
That we may come e thee, as ſinful 
Vorms admitted into the choirs of Bleſſed 
W Spirits, with them to join our praiſes, and 
| Y uy 
i 


— 
— 
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8 to adore before-thy — Ne 
5 rab ther, fear ons. 18 tt Anis 

That we may come before thee; as — 
rable s, whoſe wants are infinite, who 
can have no ſupply but from ay" hom, 
es  beſecols thee, Hear us. 

That we may come before thee, a8 "poor, 
wretched: creatures, / perifling, under Yariety 
of dangerous diſtempers, and ſores, who 
bave no hopes of help but from oO hand 
We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That we may come before thee, as hum. 
ble and unhappy criminals, who ſtand ſcl. 
tenced to the torments of an everlaſting 
death, and can have no deliverance bu 
Kom thy mercy, We leſcech thee; bear us. 

That hence, as often as we appear before 
| thee, it may ever be with a Teverence be- 
coming thy Majeſty, with a heart fixed on 
thy goodneſs, and with a fervency anſ[wer- 
able to our wants, We beſeech thee, hear 1. 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to give 2 
hike ſpirit to all the faithful, that fo al 
* irreverences, abuſes and ſcandak, | 
may be removed from all places of uy : 
worthip, We beſeech thee, hear ut. : 

That: thou wouldeſt; mercifully enlarge Wi 
to us the liberties of thy worſhip, ad 
throughout the world take off all rel 'F 
We _—_—_ thee, hear un. ; 

1 


% 
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That thou wouldeſt mercifuſty aſſiſt us 
in preparing our hearts to be the temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt, that ſo thou, O God, 
mayeſt ever abide within us, We befeech thee, 
hear ur. ire Wrr7 7 

That while we ſerve thee with Papi” 
deceney, we may be likewiſe folicitous to 
adore theein ſpirit: and truth, We _ hee, 
hear us. | 

That thou wd vouchlaſe graciouſly 
to hear us; We beſeechs thees bear us. 

Son of God; We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Lamb of God; that takeſt away the. fins 


of the world ; Spare wn, 'O'Lard. - 5.) 
Lamb of God, that takeſt away. the: ſim 
of the world; Hear us, O Lord. A fl. 


Lamb of God, that takeſt away a lins 
of the world; Have AY on us. 

- Chriſt, hear us. bs 4.11 
Ain 3 hear us. 


Let us Trays 


60D, who every year reneweſt to us 
| the conſecration of this holy church, 
and by thy ſacred myſteries affordeſt us the 
bleſſing of thy protection: Graciouſly vouch- 
WT fafe to hear the prayers of thy people, and 
W grant, that as many as enter into this place 


Nef vorſhip to petition for thy favours, may 
1 Wow: 


514 Litanies. 


have the comfort of obtaining what they 
aſk, ” Through o. our Lord 1 8 ly 


Sos 1071 


O A Vines OR ExBER-DAY. 


LC have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, hear us. 

; Chriſt, graciouſly hear u; 

God, the Father of heaven; Have mery 
on ur. 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 

| God, the Holy Ghoſt; fav mercy o on 1s, 
- Holy Trinity, one God; ; Have mercy an 
Us. EE 
O God, who inviteft all to mercy, Haw 
mercy on us. | 

Who wilt not the death of a ſinner," 
but that he be converted and live, 

Who hadſt regard to the ſighs, tears 

and faſts, of repenting ſinners, 

Who ſparedſt the J/razlites, humbling 
thenſelres 3 in prayer and faſting, . 

Who ſhewedſt mercy to the Nini. 
vites, humbling themſelves in faſting, 
ſackcloth and aſhes, 


— 


— 
n 20 H.. mfr 


— 
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Who didſt deliver Hezechias and his! 
people, calling upon thee in faſting,, 
fackcloth and anes 
Who didſt hear Judith praying for- 
her people in ſackcloth and aſhes, 
Who didſt deliver E/her and her 
people ſeeking thy help in prayer and 
faſting, | „ 
Who cameſt into this world, and 
waſt made man, to ſave ſinners, 
Who being to redeem the world, 
didſt ſend the Holy Baptiſt before thee | D 
to preach penance, 1 3 
Who cameſt not to call the juſt, but 2 
2 
8 
> 


ſinners to repentance, > 
Who broughteſt falvation to the | 
houſe of Zacheus, repenting of his ſins, | 
and offering reſtitution for whatever 
wrongs he had done, jib 5 
S Who didſt mercifully hear the Ca- 
anean woman perſevering in prayer, | 
Who hadſt regard to the tears of 
Magdalen, and forgaveſt her many 

W {ins upon her humble repentance, . |} 
o looking upon Peter, broughteſt | . 
him to the knowledge of his fin, and,} 


tears of repentance, 5 
Who didſt call from heaven Saul“ 
berſecuting thy church, and after three 


. 
- = 


N 


FN faſting. and prayer: cidſt open his eyes, 
ave nmerey en l. . 
Be merciful to us; Spare us, O Land. 

From all hardneſs of heart a 
From the veglet. 0 delay of repens [ 
tance z ; | 
From falſe. e boy | 
From deſpiling thy call to repen- 
tanceg 
From negle@ting the opportunities. of 
ſabv ation; 
From deſpiſing and abuſing the faſts 
of the church; 
From a vain and worldly. ſpirit on 
days of penance ; / 
From the commands of ſelf- love on | 
davs of penance ; | 
| 
| 


— 
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From conſulting inclination or appe- 
tüte on days of penance; _ 

We ſinners: We beſeech thee, hear uu. 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to bring us 
io true penance, We beſeech thee, hear us. 
That thou wouldeſt give usa true ſenſe of our 
unhappy ſtate, and powerfully lead us to thoſe 
exerciſes, which are neceſſary for our amend- 
ment, Me befeech thee, bear us. | - 

That we may in earneſt make war againſt 
ſin, and labour that it may no more reign in 
our mortal . We beſeech ING hear us, 
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That we may be truly watchful over our 
inclinations, and not let theſe govern us, 
while we pretend to reform our 8 Ne 
beſeech thee, hear Wm. 

That we may chaſtiſe our idodies; and 
ſo bring them into ſubjection, that the 
fleſh may be ſubject to the TH mw be- 
eh thee; hear us.' 

That we may not purpoſely decline alt 
that is uneaſy to us, when we acknowledge 
ſo much puniſhment to be juſtly - due to 
our ſins, We beſtech thee, hear us. ' 

That we may lay hold of ſelf.deniats- 
W as the chaſtiſement and nn of 5 . 
befeech thee, hear us. 

That we may lay hold of alt der can 
humble us, becauſe it is juſt the ſinner 
ſhould be humbled, We beſeech thee, hear us. 
That by bumbling ourſelves in faſting, 
ve may, with the Ninivites, labour to 
turn away thy anger, which we have pro- 
Vvoked by our fins, We beſeech thee, hear un. 

That by tears of contrition we may 
with Saint Peter lament our . e 
Je beſeech thee,” bear u. , 

That with the humble d ee of 
Magdalen we may ſeek to obtain _ mer- 
cy, We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That on this day we may be careful to 
avoid whatever is diſpleaſing to thee, and 
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not make a day of penance a day of in, 
W e bejeech thee, hear tis. 

That on this day we may not Yield 
to any inclination, which has at any time 
led us into ſin, We beſecch thee, hear us, 

That we may this day behave ourſelvg 
18 all things like humble criminals, and 
therefore induſtriouſly decline all ſuch 
places, company and entertainments, 2 
are unbecoming a Ene day, Me be. 
eech thee, hear us. 

That this day we may ſtudy to knoy 
ourſelves, and by recollection and prayer 
leek to engage thy mercy to us, We beſeeth 
thee, hear us 

That thou wouldeſt vouckfath graciouſly 
to hear us: We beſcech thee, hear ws. 

Son of God; We beſcech thee, hear us. 

Lamb of God, who takeit away, the ſin; 

of the world; Spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins 
of the world ; Hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takeſt away the ſins 
of the world ; Have mercy on us. 

Chriſt, hear us. 

Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 


elbe a Bs 6 ales} 


' CCEPT, o Lord, ve beſeech thee, 
this our faſt; and may we ſo obſerve 


it, as to prepare our ſouls for thy grace, 
and tio obtain thy everlaſting promiſe. 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


eee 
£2 ; "On Faipavy. N 


ORD, have mercy on us. 110 
Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Chriſt, hear us. | 
Chrift, graciouſly hear us. 
God the Father of Heaven ; Have Mercy 
en Us, 
God the Son, Redeemer of the World; 
Have Mercy on us, 
God the Holy Ghoſt; Have Mercy on ut. 
Holy Wir. one God; Have Mercy 
on us, 
Jeſus, who deliveredſt thyſelf a 
propitiation for our ſins. 
Who didſt ſweat blood in the carden, 
Who waſt betrayed by Judas, 
Who waſt forſaken by thy Apoſtles, 


Who waſt ſeized and carried away | 
as a malefaQor, 


mn u (24a 200]] 
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Who-waſt preſetited before Anna: Y 
and Carphas af 
Who waſt falſely accuſed, 
* Who waſt ſtruck on. Rh as | 
Who waſt denied by Peter, 
Who waſt blinded and buffeted, 
Who waſt mocked by Herod, 9 
Who waſt accuſed before Pilate, 
Who waſt demanded to death, 
Who hadſt Barabbas preferred before | 
thee, 
Who waſt A at a pillar, 
Who waſt crowned with thorns, 
Who waſt ſhewed to WE PROPS as an [ 
object of miſery, ' 
Who waſt unjuſtly condemned to | 
death, 
1 Who waſt led as 4 ſheep to dhe 
flaughter, | 


FR 
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- 
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Who waſt crucified Between two 
thieves for our offences, '' 
x Who expiredſt on the croſs, ' } 
Be merciful to us: Spare ur, O Jus. 
From livin unmindful of wha thou? d 
haſt ſuffered for us, 
From being ungrafeful aſter al thy 
mercies to us, 970 9 
From crucifying thee again 'oy our 
ns. 5 
From opening thy wotads ſtill wider 
by our crimes, | 


Den O <5 44t-21/0CT. 
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From a. life of idleneſs, e 
ſin, . 
From all en the aflair of our 17 
ſalvation, FT <7] FF 8 
From he want of ſeriouluet, of cos. . A. 
ſideration, and of fai tn, * 3 
By thy agony and bloody 2 5 
By all the affronts and contempte // © 
that were offered thee, | IA Y x gb 
By thy ſcourgi "g at the aillar;. 0 
By thy crown of thorns, : 


By thy ſacred, wounds, 1 
By thy dying on the craſs, , . 1-7 

_ We- ſinners; We beſeech thee, * 1. f 
That we may live this day, as having Chriſt | 
W crucified before our eyes, We  beſeects Wee, 
bear us. 

That we may, this day, be ſolicitous 2 
take up our croſs, and follow tees, 0 
clus, Ne beſeech - thee, hear: ue. 

W That whatever troubles happen to us "this 
ay, we may lift up our eyes to Chriſt 
Wcrucified, as let nothing of impatience be 
ou ad in us, We beſzech . hear us. 
That whatever humiliations happen to 
s, this day, we may lift up our eyes to 
briſt crucified, and let not pride give us 
I diſturbance, We. bejeech thee, bear u. 
That we may ſtudy, this day, to erucify 
pr fleſh, with all that is ſenſual, . ſinful 
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and corrupt in it, We' beſterb thee; bear u. 

That we may not let fenſe, humour 
vallion or inclination, govern us this day; 
but be ever mindful, that ſelf-denial is the 
proper exerciſe for the day ot: the crol, 
We beſeech thee, hear us. 
© That we may be afraid of fin, and of 
all chat leads 10 it; ſeeing how deep att 
the wounds it has made in thee, O Jeſus 
Me beſeech thee, hear un. 

That ſeeing, in thy Tut blood, the 
puniſhment of ſin, we may this day humbl | 
ourſelves in the fight of our iniquities, and i 
by the tears of repentance labour to find i 
mercy, We beſeech thee, hear us. 
That ſeeing, in thy ſacred paſſion, the Wi 
demonſtration of thy infinite love to mam i 
we may, this day, turn our hearts to ther, ii 
deſire to love thee, and both in doing and 
ſuffering, give ſome proof that we love thee, W 
Me beſeech thee, hear us. 5 
That we may endeavour to 2 th 
love, by prayer, recolleQion, repentance, Wi 
thankſgiving, ſelt-denials, faſting, by 4 BF 
general humiliation and by patience, 
befeech thee, hear us. E 
That being cleanſed by thy blood fron Wi 
dead works, we may ſerve the living Gol i 
We beſeech thee, hear us. 4 
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That being dead to ſin, we may walk 
vich thee in the ne wneſs of life, We gd 
bee, hear us. 
= That thou uldet 6 Secu 
to hear us; We beſeech thee hear us. 

Son of God; We beſeech thee, hear us.  \ 
= Lamb of God who takeſt away the ſins of 
che world: Spare us, O Lord. 


; world: Hear us, O Lord. 


che world: * mercy on us. 
. Chriſt, hear us. 

| Chrilt, graciouſly hear us. 
Let us Pray. 2 
ORD Jeſus Chriſt, who didſt deſcend 
from the boſom. of thy Father upon 


Wearth, and ſhed thy precious blood for the 
emiſſion of our fins, we humbly beſeech 


bee, that in the day of judgment, being 


placed at thy right hand, we may hear thoſe 
words, Come ye blefſed : Who liveſt and 
eigneſt with God the anker 


Thoſe who are willing to emplay more time 
on any feſtival in prayer, may thus do it 
with benefit to their ſouls ; by framing 


a kind of roſary on each day in this man- 
ner. 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the ane of 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fins of 


1 r B — . 
2 — i 


* 


on THE Davy OF AN AFO8TLE OR 
MaaTrR. * 
Os GOD, who haſt planted. t church 
bythe blood of thy Apoſtles, (Martyri) 
have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 
O Jeſus, who haſt the comfort (= 
ſtrength of the Apoſtles (Martyrs) in al 
their ſuffering, have mercy on me, and be 
with me alſo in all my troubles. Pater 
Ave. Glory. 

O Jeſus, who waſt g given us ſuch an ex. 
ample of patience and perſeverance in this thy 
Apoltle, (Martyr) have metcy on me, and 
o_ me patience in all trials. Pater. JAv, 


Each of theſe being repeated foe or ten fine | * 


may be a good employment for a quarter o . 


an hour and more. And as it is in ai : * 


| one's power to frame other like ſentency 5 


| uitable to each feſtrval, fo they may ful ; 


exerciſe for a longer time. 


Wo ris Day or 4 18 Con- 
| FESSOR. 


0 GOD; | who didſt direct this thy 
ſervant in the way of ſalvation, have 
mercy on me, and lead me alſo in the fame 
way. Pater. Ave. 

O Jefus, who didſt help this th \ſoryanit 
to overcome the world and himſelf, have 
mercy on me and help me alſo by thy -wy 
Grace. Pater. Aue. Glorys, + + 

O Holy Ghoſt, who didſt enflame this 
: a fervant with the love of God, have 
mercy on me, and kindle the ſame holy 
flame in my breaſt. Tauer Ave Glory. 


Lig 


IZED ED e 
Ox ThE Day or 4 HoLy VId GIN. 


GOD, who didſt teach this thy ſervant 
to deſpiſe the world with all its vanities, 
Wave mercy on me, and take my heart off 
rom the world. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

0 God, by whoſe grace this thy 3 
reſerved a clean heart, have mercy on me, 
nd preſerve my heart from all that can defile 
Pater. Ave. Glory. 
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O God, who didſt lead this thy ſervant 


by the way of the croſs, have mercy on me, 
and help me to take up my crois, and folloy 
thee. Peter. Ave. Glory. 


Om THE DAY or A Wipow. 


GOD, who didſt teach this thy fer. 
'vant to ſeek thee with her whole heart, 
have mercy. on, me, and teach me to c 
thee, above all things. Pater. Ave. Glay, 


O God, who didſt lead this thy fans 
in the ways of patience, humility and charity, 
have mercy on me, and grant me a like 
patience, a like humility and charity. Pater 


Ave. Glory. 
O God, by whole grace this thy ſervant, by 


the good uſe of her time and her money, did 


lay up treaſures in heaven, have mercy of 
me, and grant me the ſame widomn. Pate 
Ave. Gay; 


POT OE TD VE OW 


F 
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ON A FRIDAY, OR IN DzvorTiON. ro Tax 
PASSION. | . 


I. s . * „een 
1 ; 5 , = 
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LESSED Jeſus, who didſt ſweat blood 
for me in the garden, have mercy" "on 
me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

Jeſus, who walt betrayed by Judas, thee 
mercy ou me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 
Jeſus, who waſt ſeized as a l ae 
ave mercy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 
ſeſus, Who waſt accuſed falſly, have mer- 
y on me. Pater, Aue. Glory. 
Jeſus, who waſt-ſtruck on the face by'a a 
Trvant, have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. 
ory. : 
Jeſus, who waſt denied by Peter, Foe? 
aercy on me. Pater, Ave. Glory. 
Jeſus, who walt delivered to Pilate, have 
nercy on me. Pater Ave Glory. 

Jelus, who waſt deſpiſed by Herod, have 
ercy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

Jeſus, who hadſt the Jews crying out 
inſt thee, have mercy on me. Pater. 
% 7 Glory. 

Jeſus, who hadſt Barabbas preferred be- 
1 i thee, have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. 
ory, 


_— * "6s.. 9 , 8 
e e e r 


me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 


have mercy. on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 


have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. Gli: 


Have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 


me, Pater. Ave. Glory. 


1 
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Jefus ſcourged at a pillar, have mercy on 
me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

Jeſus, crowned with thorns, have mere 
on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

Jeſus, clothed in purple, 2 mercy on 
me. Pater. Ave. Glory. ; 

Jeſus, ſtruck with a reed, have mercy oa 
me. Pater. Ave. Glory. | b 

Jeſus, mocked by the ſoldiers, have mir 
cy on me. Pater, Ave. Glory. © : 

- *Jefus, demanded to death, hve mercy o on if 


Jeſus, condemned to die on the crab | 
Jeſus, ſhewed to the people, with an fo | 
Homo, have mercy on me. Pater. Au. 
Glory. 1 
2 delivered up to the will of the JM 


Jeſus, going under the weight of the 24 4 
have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 


III. ; 
| Jeſus led like a ſheep to the ſlaughig J 


Jeſus, nailed to the croſs,” have mercy 4 
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Jeſus, crucified as a malefaQor between 
two thieves, have mercy on me. Pater. 
Ave. Glory. „ 

Jeſus, promiſing paradiſe to the good 
chief, have mercy on me. Pater, Ave. 
3 Gary. ' 82 
= ſeſus, who hadſt gall and vinegar given 
W thee to drink, have mercy on me. Pater. 
Ave. Glory. 
feſus, praying for thy enemies, have mer- 
cy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

Jeſus, blaſphemed on the croſs, have mer- 
y on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 

Jeſus, under all the anguiſh of a cruel 
Wicath, have mercy on me. Pater. Ave. 
ry. EIS. 
= Jeſus, commending thy Spirit into thy Fa- 
her's hands, have mercy on me. Pater. 
; ve. Glory. | 
1 Jeſus, ding on the croſs for our offences, 
ave mercy on me. Pater. Ave. Glory. 
er 2 happy death, by concluding each pe- 
in thus, Have mercy on us, and grant us 

happy death, and ſaying the following pray- 
at the end of each decade. | 


2 


r 


Theſe ſame petitions may be made on any 
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TL.ti us pray. 


Bleſſed Jeſus, who, amongſt other mi. 

ſeries, waſt pleaſed for our ſakes to 
ſuffer the agonies of death: Mercifully 
grant we may prepare for our laſt hour, ani 
that when death comes, we may find mer. 
cy through the merits of thy facred paſſion; 
who livelt and reigneſt, with the Father, in 
the Unity. 


The ſame petitions may be made on day: if 
humiliation and repentance ; concluding each if 
tition thus, Have mercy on mie, (us) and 
grant me (us) a ſincere repentance, and jay 
ing the following prayer at the end. | 


Let 1 pray. 


God, who willeſt not the death of 2 

ſinner, but that he be converted and 
live, mercifully hear our prayers, and gram 
us a {incere repentance, that being conver-i 
ted from all our evil ways, we may live u 
the faithful obſervance of thy command; 
ments, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, wi" 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth ai 
Teigneth, | : 
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ON A SUNDAY: 


God, who by anQifying a day baſt 
() given us an opportunity for working 
out fl. ſalvation, Grant we: may thus eme 
ploy this day. Pater. Aue. Glory. 

Grant, O God, we may employ this day 
to thy glory, and carefully avoid every thing 
that can be a profanation of it. Pater. 
19 5 Glory. 

O Jeſus, who on this day didſt ariſe from 
from the dead, Grant we may this day exa- 
mine into the true ſtate of our ſouls, and 
labour to ariſe to a new life. Pater. Aue. 
Glory. 

O Holy Ghoſt, who on this day didſt de- 
ſcend on the a oſtles, mercifully come this 


day, and take poſſeſſion of our hearts. * 
ter. Ave. Glory. 
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ON SATURDAY, AND THE FEAST OF-THS 
BLESSED VIRGIN. 


O God, by whoſe ſpecial favour the Vir- 
gin Mary was bleſſed amongſt all wo- 
"Mp ED 


532 On Communion- Day. 


men, have mercy on us, and give us the 
bleſſing of thy grace. Pater. Ave. Glory, 
O God, who in the Bleſſed Virgin hat 
given us a pattern of all virtues, have mercy 
on us, and grant us grace to follow her ex- 
ample. Pater. Ave. Glory. | 
O God, who haſt taught us that to hear 

thy word and keep it, is the way to become 
thy mother and thy brethren ; grant, that 
with the B. Virgin, we may by this s way la. 
bour to be united to thee. Pater. Ave, 
Glory. 


S 


ON CouuuNION-Dax. 


Bleſſed Jeſus, I humbly thank ther 
for the favour of this day. Pater 

Ave. Glory. 
O Bleffed Jeſus, be thou the food of ny 
ſoul. Pater. Ave. Glory. ; 
O Blefſed Jeſus, nouriſh my ſoul to life if 
everlaſting. Pater, Ave. Glory. 5 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, abide in me for ever. 
Pater. Ave. Glory. 4 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, be thou the Life of my 
ſoul. Pater. Ave. Glory. 3 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, heal Al the diſtemper d 
my ſoul. Pater. Ave. Glory. | 
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O Bleſſed Jeſus, give me ſtrength to reſiſt 
all fin. Pater. Ave. Glory. 


come all my weakneſſes. Pater. Ave. Glory. 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, grant I may be watchful 
againſt all evil, Pater, Ave. Glory. 
O Bleffed Jeſus, grant me true patience 
in all my trials. Pater. Ave. Glory, 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, grant me an humble 
heart. Pater. Ave. Glory. © 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, take my heart from va- 
nity, and from the love of the world. Pa- 
ter. Ave. Glory. 

O Blefſed Jeſus, grant me a clean heart. 
Pater. Ave. Glory. 
O Bleſſed Jefas, grant me perſeverance 
in a Chriſtian life. Pater. Ave. Glory. 


This method may be a help for ſuch as cannot 
read. 


Z th 


O Bleſſed Jeſus, give me grace to over. 
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OF THE SUBJECTS OF 


PRAYER. 


Pace WM 
CCOUNT of 21! benefit to be given = .- 
to God 8, 
Maictions to be derne in a chriſtian man- = 


ner 141, 267, 40! i : 
Chri/t to be nl and followed 366 6% 
His mercy to repenting ſinners 104 99% 
Confidence in Chriſt 28, 170 ce 
| Converſation 25 c, 
Converſion ſolid and fincere 253, 314, 3) = GC 
Covetouſneſs % 
Deaf and Dumb Chri 1elans | 1:0 / 
Dejeftion 170, „ 
Deluſion fd #2 
Diffdence of ourſelves 101 8 4/1 


Ember-Week 10 1 * 
B. Euchari/t, a ſubject of praiſe and hate A 


2 givi ns - 
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How to approach to it 2 
aſting 388 


eſpcl, the rule of life 241, 304 


Diſpoſiticns for reading it 359 
Wricf. The right uſe of it 93 
Wah of body and ſoul 185 
althful ſeaſon 167 
Waring and ſpeaking aright 109 
Woven, an encouraging proſpect 280 
on 299, 456 
patience 401, 422 
W:/rics to be forgiven 198 

| ife of eaſe | 180 


„be, God and our neighbours 117, 157 
Wercy of God, 193. Not tobe neglected 27 
bedience to magiſtrates, 202. To the 

= will of God 205 
bation of ourſelves to God 381 
bl izations of our tate 266, 410 
ccaſions of ſin 417 
arent. How to offer their children to 


# God 38 5 
Mi briſt 458 
%% of the church. That they may fol- 


low the example of the apoſtles, 46, 407 


e, al promoted to holy orders 168 
10 atience 287, 394. 401, 423, 463 
1088-27 i/ees muſt be out-done 54 
aer, with due diſpo/itions 211, 448 


8 ride 101, 149, 399, 338 


Writs of the earth 165 


Wa — 2 


Oo 
. oe * „ * Jus 4 8 6 


Profanation of 100 a 


| Relief of our neceſſi ties to bs 225 from 
' Chri/t 


Salvation our great concern, 274. The 


conditions of it 54, 178, 375 
Self- confidence | lot 
Self-love © | 41 
Self-will 259 
Sickneſs 1 a 168 del 
. 125, 149, 27 
Solicitude for temporal: 133, 101 
Moft B. Trinity | 
rr | ml 
Undertakings in the name of Chriſt 4 


World. We are not to be governed by it, : 
2116, 415. But to withdraw from it 21 
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ON THE FE AS TS. a 


June 11, St Barnaby © Wo 
24, Nativity of St John Baptiſt 
29, SS, Peter and Paul 9 
30, Commemoration of St Paul j 
July 2, Viſitation of the V. Mary 
22, of Mary Magdalen 
25, St James 
26, St Ann 
29, St Mariha 
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IN D E X. 


Aug. 1, St Peter ad Sehne 277 128 
6, Transfiguration of our Lord 280 
10, St Lawrence 285 
12, St Clare $292 
15, Aflumption of the B. Virgl 297 
25, St Bartholomew 304 
28, St Auguſtin - iT 
dept. 8, Nativity of the B. Virgin 316 


14, Exaltation of the H. Croſs 323 
17, Impreſſion of the wounds of St 


Francis | 328 

21, St Matthew 331 
29, St Michael 337 
. 2, Angel Guardians 344 
8, St Brigit 349 
15, St Tereſa 354 
18, St Luke 359 
28, SS. Simon and Jude 364 
v. 1, All-Saints 372 


21, Preſentation of the B. Virgin 380 


COMMON rox FESTIVALS. 

g 0g 388 
ee day of one martyr 393 
"= of many martyrs - e 
of a holy biſhop 406 
of a confeſſor, not a biſhop 413 


— of a holy virgin and martyr 420 
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— 7 the dedication of a church 
On all Fridays 

On all Saturdays 

Litanies for Sundays and feſtivals 

| Roſaries 
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